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Astronautssentstation’s
new railcar down track

CAPECANAVERAL,Fla. (AP)—
Astronautssent theinternati onal space
station’s new railcar down a short
stretch of track today in theinaugural
run of the first permanent railroad in
orbit.

They soon encountered a snag,
prompting NASA tointerrupt thetest.

“The solution for thisis probably
going toinvolvealot of manual com-
manding from the ground,” Mission
Control informed the astronauts.

Spacestation resident Carl Walzgot
the railcar rolling today morning by
sending computer commandsfromin-
side.

Theempty flatcar creptalongat less
than two-tenthsof aninch per second,
then sped up to four-tenths of aninch
per secondasittraveled 17 3/4feetand
then stopped, on cue, at a designated
work station.

Thecar wasautomatically latching
into place when a software message
indicated afailurejust 10 minutesinto
thetest.

Mission Control saidtherewasnoth-
ing wrong with the railcar. Rather,
magneti ¢ sensors on the bottom of the
car apparently lost contact with iron
stripsembeddedinthealuminumtrack
at the work-station locations, and the
software halted thelatching process.

“1t’sbelievedtobeperfectly aligned,

just a nuance in the software and a |

learning process,” Mission Control
explained.

Despitetheproblem, NASA planned
tomovetherail car back andforth over
the course of afew hours along a 26-
foot section of the track that runs the
full length of thespacestation’snewly
attached 44-foot girder. Most of the
work wasto bedoneby flight control -
lers.

Itstop speedisoneinch per second,
but engineersdid notintendtohit that.

The$190 millionrailcar eventually
will be used to transport the space
station’ srobot armfromoneend of the
outpost to the other for construction
work.

Dick Short read a list of citiations Gordon Colip received during his ca-
reer at the U.S. Farm Service Agency. Colip was named the Person of
the Year at Saturday’s annual Farm-City Banquet.
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Award winner was
Imaginative farm kid

FARM, from Page 1

1972.1n1987, hereceivedtheAdmin-
istratorsDistinguished ServiceAward
when hesuggested the FarmersHome
Administration change its mission
from “lender of last resort” to the
“lender of first opportunity.” Thiswas
adopted atthenational level andisused
today by the Farm Service Agency.

Onthelighter side, Short said Colip
“isacharacter. His dad was afarmer.
Hegrew up onafarm. At an early age
he knew about wheat, corn, cattle and
pigs.

“A kid with lotsof imagination, ru-
mor hasit beforeafamily dinner hetied
all of the chairs together under the
table. Don’t you know how proud his
parents were when they went to sit
downand could not get thechairsout?

“Today heisafisherman. Hehasthe
ability tohook alawn chair and cast it
intothewater. Hehastheability tohave
hishead intheway of hiswife’'shook
asit goes by — he can then watch his

hat go toward the water.

“He has always been there for his
kids at sports activities, church and
academic activities,” Short said.

“He help coach softball and base-
ball. Hetaught hisson how tokick the
football. Hissonwenontoplay college
football.

“Today he enjoys playing with his
two grandchildren, Dallas and Steph-
anieDel aRosa. He supposedly spoils
thosekids, and they can get away with
just about anything with grandpa.”

After being presented the award,
Colip said the only thing he could say
was"“thank you,” and that he had been
surprised to receive the award.

Darin Richardson sang the national
anthem while Boy Scoutsfrom Troop
142 presented the flags. The Rev.
Loren Strait of the Christian Church,
gave theinvocation. 4-H junior |ead-
ersserved themeal.

Following the dinner, the audience
was invited to a dance with the banc
Heartland.

Legislators taking political redistricting lines personally

TOPEKA (AP)—Legidslativelead-
ersthought redistricting would befin-
ished by now. Itisn't.

Theprocess, whichoccursevery 10
yearstoaccountfor shiftsinthestate’s
population, hascreated strangebedfel -
lowsand further divided the Republi-
can Party.

GOP |leaders wanted the session to
be the culmination of months of work
on redrawing the state’s House and
Senate districts and U.S. House and
State Board of Education districts.

After holding publichearingsacross
the state and looking and listening to
Kansans opinion both chambers
started the sessionwiththegoal of fin-
ishing the remapping task by March.

TheHousehititsself-imposed dead-
line, approving a plan for redrawing
the chamber’s 125 districts in mid-
February. But the map sat in a Senate
committee for two weeks as senators
triedtodeal withthefallout fromtheir

own redistricting debate.

A contentioussplitamong conserva
tiveand moderate Republicansdevel-
oped after 11 conservatives teamed
withtheSenate’ s10 Democratsto pass
amap for the chamber’s 40 districts
opposed by Republican leaders and
Gov. Bill Graves.

“This was a predictable train
wreck,” said Sen. Kay O’ Connor, R-
Olathe, amember of the coalition. “If
you disenfranchise a section of your
own party, they have to go some-
where.”

But Senate Reapportionment Com-
mittee Chairman David Adkins said
everyonehad anopportunity topartici-
pate.

“Thereisno reason for themto feel
disenfranchised,” said Adkins, R-
L eawood. “ They had full accesstothe
committeeprocess. All meetingswere
open and above board.”

Nevertheless, conservatives' dis-

content fit perfectly with the feelings
of Senate Democrats, outnumbered
30-10.

Democratshad complainedfromthe
beginning that they werenot included
and were being ignored.

“The leadership of the Republican
Party thought they could stuff their
ideas down the throat of the minority
party,” said Sen. Janis Lee, D-Ken-
sington.

Thecoalition stunned moderateRe-
publicansin mid-February, amending
their planinto the Senateredistricting
bill ona21-19 vote.

Sen. Derek Schmidt, R-Indepen-
dence, who voted against the Senate
plan, called the coalition “an unholy
aliance,” and Senate President Dave
Kerr started referringtotheprocessas
“poison.”

Gov. Bill Graves vetoed that pro-
posal, andtheAdkinscommitteewent
back towork on another map. By mid-

March the coalition produced a map
makingafew minor changestoanswer
issuesraised by Gravesand to accom-
modate some moderate senators.

The Senate debated the proposal
earlier this month, passing it 29-11
despiteavetothreat from Graves. With
two votes more than the 27 necessary
to override aveto, the governor with-
drew hisobjections.

The map passed the House by an
overwhelming marginandwassent to
the attorney general for review last
week, with the next step an examina-
tion by the state Supreme Court.

“Democracy ismessy. Nobody said
it would be atidy process,” said
Adkins. “While the Senate map was
very hardfought, oncethemap passed
and the governor signed it, the Senate
moved on.”

The Senatemovedright intoanother
redistricting quagmire — redrawing
the state’sfour U.S. House districts.
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What emerged on a21-19 vote Sat-
urday was a proposal backed by the
WhiteHouseand Republican National
Committeethat lumped southeast and
northwest Kansasintothe 1st Congres-
sional District.

Supporters — all Republicans —
said the map accomplished the GOP's
goal of drawingall four districtssothey
favoredtheir party and hurt 3rd District
Rep. Dennis Moore, the only Demo-
cratinthestate’ scongressional delega
tion.

Buttheproposal wasderided asgro-
tesgueand evenlaughablefor stretch-
ingthe1st Districtinto southeast Kan-
Ssas.

TheHouse plansto take up themap
when legislators return to the Capitol
onMay 1.

House members could accept the
Senate’s amendments or send the bill
toajoint conferencecommittee, where
negotiators would try to draft a com-
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Some House members, including
Republicans, are concerned about the
Senate’s congressional map.

Rep. Doug Mays, amember of the
House Redistricting Committee, said
heworriesthat the Senate plan paystoo
much attention to Moore.

“My biggest concernisthat somuch
attention is being given to defeating
DennisM oorethat wewould put Con-
gressman Ryunindanger,” saidMays,
R-Topeka. Republican Jim Ryun rep-
resentsthe 2nd District.

Mayssaid the House hasbeen unaf-
fected by the divisionsthat redistrict-
ing caused in the Senate and has met
itsgoals. Theplanfor redrawing Kan-
sas House districts is before the Su-
preme Court.

“The Senate has had its own prob-
lems,” he said. “Had the Senate been
able to resolve those, we would have
been done by now.”
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