Chiefs’ draft pick
will give away plan

By Doug Tucker
The Associated Press

KANSASCITY, Mo. — If quarter-
back Joey Harringtonisstill left when
Kansas City picks No. 8 in the first
round of the NFL draft on Saturday,
fansmay |earn whether the Chiefsare
angling to win now or win later.

If the plans are long-range,
Harrington would be hard to pass up.
Not only did helead Oregonto a25-3
record as astarter, hethrew 27 touch-
down passesand just six interceptions
last year.

Short-range — and 65-year-old
coach Dick Vermeil hasjust twoyears
left on his contract — the Chiefswill
gofor abig-play defensiveplayer who
can make an immediate difference.

A tackle along the lines of North
Carolina’s Ryan Sims or Wisconsin's
Wendell Bryant would provideinstant
help for adefensethat waslargely re-
sponsiblefor last year’'s 6-10 record.

“Everybody intheNational Football
Leagueisin awin-now mode,” said
Vermeil. “ That's why the league has
done what it's done over the last few
years. The Super Bowl teams have
come out of nowhere. I’ m not so sure
anybody thinks, ‘ Well, 3-4yearsdown
the road, we're going to be pretty
good.””’

Another reason to consider
Harrington would bethecontract situ-
ation of Trent Green and histwo back-
ups. Not one of thethreeis signed be-
yond next season.

Green, 32, cost theChiefstheir first-
round pick last year in atradewith St.
Louis. Not only does he have asurgi-
cally repaired knee and 32 years on
him, he also threw a league-high 24
interceptions.

Still, spending afirst-round pick on
aquarterback twoyearsinarowwould
be, Vermeil says, “tough.”

“Tough to do. Very, very tough to
do,” he added.

“Not impossible.”

Most likely, the Chiefswill optfor a
defensive tackle. They would loveto
have the 6-foot-4-inch, 310-pound
Sims.

They also like Tennessee's Albert
Haynesworth and John Henderson as
well asBryant.

“1"dliketo get an impact defensive
player,” said Vermeil.

“Last year our three top defensive
tacklesfromtheyear beforeweregone.
If we could get an impact player with
that first pick, it would be great.”

The Chiefs might also look at
cornerback, but a tackle would help
sooner.

“It would be harder for himto bean
impact player right off the bat because
(cornerbacks) aren’t always con-
tested,” Vermeil said. “ You' ve got 65
defensive snaps. A defensivelineman
is contested on every snap. A corner
might not havethe ball thrown at him
morethan 3-4 timesagame.”

Chuck Cook, theChiefs' director of
college scouting, describes Simsas a
player “with abig motor.”

“Herunstothefootball,” Cook said.
“Plays hard. Has good tools that we
look for. He' sathletic. He' sinstinctive.
Hejust hasupside.”

John Bunting, Sims’ head coach at
North Carolina, was aformer player
and coach for the Chiefs and could
possibly give his old team some spe-
cial insight into the Tar Heel players.

“There’snoquestion,” said Vermeil.
“Youknow him, youtrust him. Plus, he
knowsussowell andwhat welook for.
He's been on the field as a player for
usand he'sbeenonthefieldasacoach
forus.”

Withtheeighthpick, theChiefshave
their highest choice since 1989 when
they took thelate Derrick Thomaswith
thefourth choicein thefirst round.

“There'salot of pressure,” said gen-
eral manager Carl Peterson. “Itisa
very important pick for thisorganiza-
tion and will beinthefuture.”

baseball scoreboard

By The Associated Press
NATIONAL LEAGUE
West Division

W L Pct GB
San Francisco 10 4 J14  —
Arizona 10 5 667 112
Los Angeles 77 500 3
San Diego 77 500 3
Colorado 5 10 333 51

Central Division

W L Pct GB
Pittsburgh 8 5 615 —
St. Louis 8 6 571 112
Cincinnati 7 6 538 1
Houston 6 7 462 2
Chicago 5 8 385 3
Milwaukee 3 11 214 512

East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 9 5 643 —
Florida 7 6 538 112
Montreal 77 500 2
Philadelphia 6 8 429 3
Atlanta 6 9 400 312

Monday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 6, Montreal 4
N.Y. Mets 7, Atlanta 6, 12 innings
Pittsburgh 6, Milwaukee 1
Los Angeles 5, Colorado 2
Arizona 14, St. Louis 5
San Diego 4, San Francisco 3

Tuesday's Games
Montreal 8, Chicago Cubs 4
Florida 7, Philadelphia 6
N.Y. Mets 3, Atlanta 1
Houston 8, Cincinnati 3
Pittsburgh 5, Milwaukee 1
Colorado 6, Los Angeles 4
Arizona 5, St. Louis 3
San Francisco 5, San Diego 1

Today's Games

Atlanta (Maddux 1-0) atN.Y. Mets (D’Amico 1-0),
11:10a.m.

Pittsburgh (D.Williams 1-1) at Milwaukee (Sheets
1-2),12:05 p.m.

Los Angeles (Ishii 2-0) at Colorado (Hampton 0-
3), 1:05 p.m.

St. Louis (Morris 3-0) at Arizona (Schilling 3-0),
4:05 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Bere 1-1) at Montreal (Ohka 1-1),
5:05 p.m.

Philadelphia (Wolf 0-0) at Florida (Penny 1-1),
5:05 p.m.

Houston (C.Hernandez 0-0) at Cincinnati (Haynes
1-1),5:10 p.m.

San Francisco (Ainsworth 1-0) at San Diego
(Jarvis 0-3), 8:05 p.m.

Thursday's Games
Houston (Oswalt 2-0) at Cincinnati (Reitsma 0-0),
10:35a.m.
N.Y. Mets (Leiter 1-0) at Montreal (Vazquez 0-0),

5:05 p.m.

Philadelphia (Person 0-2) at Florida (Beckett 0-
1), 5:05 p.m.

St. Louis (Kile 0-0) at Milwaukee (Figueroa 0-1),
6:05 p.m.

San Diego (Tollberg 0-2) at Los Angeles (Brown
1-1),8:10 p.m.

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Cleveland 1 2 846 —
Minnesota 9 5 643 21/2
Chicago 8 5 615 3
Kansas City 4 7 364 6
Detroit 1 11 .083 912

West Division

W L Pct GB
Seattle 12 3 800 —
Oakland 8 6 571 3112
Anaheim 5 8 385 6
Texas 3 1 214 81/2

East Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 8 4 667 —
New York 8 7 533 112
Toronto 6 7 462 212
Tampa Bay 5 7 417 3
Baltimore 4 9 308 412

Monday's Games
Boston 4, N.Y. Yankees 3
Chicago White Sox 13, Baltimore 4
Seattle 13, Texas 11, 10 innings
Tuesday's Games
Boston 14, Toronto 3
Detroit 9, Tampa Bay 3
Baltimore 5, N.Y. Yankees 4
Minnesota 8, Kansas City 5
Chicago White Sox 10, Cleveland 5
Anaheim 6, Texas 5, 10 innings
Seattle 6, Oakland 2, 6 1/2 innings
Today's Games
Boston (Oliver 1-0) at Toronto (Eyre 1-2), 5:05
p.m.
Tampa Bay (Kennedy 0-1) at Detroit (Redman 0-
2),5:05p.m.
Baltimore (Towers 0-2) at N.Y. Yankees
(O.Hernandez 1-1), 5:05 p.m.
Kansas City (Byrd 2-0) at Minnesota (Radke 2-0),
6:05 p.m.
Cleveland (Baez 2-0) at Chicago White Sox
(Buehrle 3-0), 6:05 p.m.
Texas (Valdes 0-2) at Anaheim (Schoeneweis 1-
1), 8:05p.m.
Seattle (Moyer 1-1) at Oakland (Fyhrie 0-0), 8:05
p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Kansas City (Suppan 1-1) at Minnesota (Milton 2-
1), 11:05a.m.
Tampa Bay (Rupe 1-1) at Detroit (Weaver 0-1),
12:05p.m.
Anaheim (Ortiz 1-1) at Oakland (Mulder 2-1), 2:05

p.m.
Baltimore (Erickson 1-1) atN.Y. Yankees (D.Wells
2-0), 5:05 p.m.
Cleveland (Colon 3-0) at Chicago White Sox
(Ritchie 1-1), 6:05 p.m.

cletily news

Sports

Comeon ball,

drop!

-}

Cowboy David Griffith, a junior varsity golfer, watched a putt Tues-
day atatournament at Sugar Hills Golf Club. He shot a 54 over nine
holes. The junior varsity next play Thursday, April 25, in Scott City,

and the varsity play Tuesday in Hoxie.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

Avalanche center to play

DENVER (AP) — Colorado Ava-
lanche center Peter Forsberg hasbeen
cleared to play for the playoffs.

Forsberg, a six-time All-Star, was
expected to miss four months after
having foot surgery on Jan. 10. But he
hasbeen skatingwiththeteamfor more
thantwoweeksandwasclearedtoplay
on Tuesday.

“Theleghasfelt great andtherewas
alot of progressmadelast week,” said
Forsherg, whoisexpectedto beinthe
lineup against LosAngeleson Thurs-
day.“l amreally healthy nowand| feel
great. It will be great to get back.”

Forsherg hashad four foot surgeries

and his spleen removed in the past 11
months.

“There were lots of smiling faces.
Thatisfor sure,” Colorado coach Bob
Hartley said of the team learning the
news. “It isgreat news at thistime of
the year to be adding a world class
player to your roster.”

Forsberg said last week that he
wasn't sureif hewouldbeready for the
playoffsafter experiencing paininhis
foot.

He said he began feeling better late
in the week and possibly could have
played Sunday against Dallas in the
season finale.

basketball scoreboard

By The Assaciated Press
National Basketball Association
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Midwest Division
W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 57 24 704 —
x-Dallas 57 24 704 —
x-Minnesota 49 32 .605 8
x-Utah 44 37 543 13
Houston 28 53 346 29
Denver 27 54 .333 30
Memphis 23 58 284 34
Pacific Division
W L Pct GB
z-Sacramento 61 20 753 —
x-L.A. Lakers 57 24 704 4
x-Portland 48 33 593 13
x-Seattle 44 37 543 17
L.A. Clippers 39 42 481 22
Phoenix 35 46 432 26
Golden State 20 61 247 41
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB
z-New Jersey 51 30 .630 —
x-Boston 48 33 593 3
x-Orlando 44 37 543 7
x-Philadelphia 43 38 531 8
Washington 37 45 451 141)2
Miami 35 46 432 16
New York 30 51 370 21
Central Division
W L Pct GB
y-Detroit 49 32 .605 —
x-Charlotte 43 38 531 6
Milwaukee 41 40 506 8
Toronto 41 40 506 8
Indiana 41 40 .506 8
Atlanta 33 48 407 16
Cleveland 29 52 .358 20

Nuggets’ coach not sure if job Is permanent

DENVER(AP)—MikeEvans' ten-
ure asthe Denver Nuggets coach may
or may not end Wednesday night in
Minnesota, but he figures there’s no
sense worrying about it now.

Evans was named the Nuggets' in-
terim head coach in December when
Dan Issel resigned. While other
coaches— Bill Cartwrightin Chicago
and New York’s Don Chaney — have

hadtheinterimtagremoved, Evanshas
played out the season not knowing
what the future will hold.

Nuggets general manager Kiki
Vandeweghe said he hopes to have a
coach in place before the NBA draft
June 26.

The Nuggets may end up turning
back to Evans. Denver isjust 17-37
under Evans, but the record doesn’t

reflect the team’s improvement over
thelast few months. The playershave
responded to Evans' easygoing style
and have played hard for him on most
nights.

“l didn’t ask for this. It was thrust
upon me,” Evans said. “I could have
refusedit, but | didn’t. | chosetotakea
chance with it. I'm happy with what
we've been ableto achieve.”

Chicago 21 60
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

.259 28

Monday’s Games
Chicago 98, Philadelphia 96
Boston 93, Minnesota 90
L.A. Lakers 111, Seattle 104
Tuesday’s Games
Indiana 99, Cleveland 95
Washington 116, New York 112
Orlando 102, Atlanta 95
Charlotte 88, Miami 81
Milwaukee 105, Toronto 89
Detroit 103, New Jersey 98
San Antonio 95, Phoenix 71
Dallas 96, Utah 87
Denver 101, Houston 70
Sacramento 120, Golden State 106
L.A. Clippers 92, Memphis 84
Today's Games
Atlanta at Boston, 5 p.m.
Chicago at Charlotte, 5 p.m.
Cleveland at Toronto, 5 p.m.
Miami at Orlando, 5:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at Detroit, 5:30 p.m.
New Jersey at New York, 5:30 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 6 p.m.
Philadelphia at Indiana, 6 p.m.
San Antonio at Utah, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Seattle, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Phoenix, 8 p.m.
Houston at Portland, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, 8:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
End of regular season
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Rockies break streak
with win at home

DENVER (AP) — Jason Jennings
elbow till borean ugly bruise, but he
wasfeeling no pain.

Pitchingfivedaysaftertakingaliner
off his elbow, Jennings threw six in-
nings and had an RBI double as the
Colorado Rockies snapped a five-
gamelosing streak witha6-4winover
LosAngeleson Tuesday night.

TheRockiesendedtheir skiddespite
being short-handed. Two of their best
hittersleft the game prematurely.

Third baseman Todd Zeile left the
gameafter threeinningswhenhiswife,
former gymnast Julianne McNamara,
tripped at Coors Field and broke her
ankle. Doctors were considering sur-
gery for Zeile' swife, whoispregnant.

After four innings, right fielder
Larry Walker left because of a sore
right el bow. Walker had el bow surgery
after the 1997 season and again in
2000. Manager Buddy Bell said X-rays
weretaken, but resultsweren’timme-
diately available.

“We knew they were gone,” center
fielder Juan Pierre said. “1 think guys
steppeditupalittle. Weknew wedidn't
have Walker and Zeile coming up, so
guystook it uponthemselvestoget the
hits.”

“Thisgameishardto explain some-
times,” Bell said. “A lot of timesasa
player youjustgointothegameandtry
todothebestyou canregardiessof who
isinthelineupwithyou. | don’t know
if that is any kind of psychological
edge.”

TheRockieseraseda4-2deficitwith
four runsin the sixth. Colorado had
fivestraight hitsoff Andy Ashby (1-1)
to open theinning.

Todd Helton singled and scored on
adoubleby Greg Norton, who had re-

Tiger Is better,

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP)—Thereisno
mystery.

Tiger Woods, the most recent Mas-
ters champion, is tougher, smarter,
meaner, moretal ented, morecompeti-
tive, better at handling pressure and
worksharder thaneverybody else. It's
not hardto seewhy thecompetitional-
ways cracks — no matter how many
timesWoods pretends he has no clue.

“l don’t know,” he said one more
timeSunday, “you' vegot toask them.”

Somebody did.

Thelonger it continued the more it

placed Zeile in the lineup. Todd
Hollandsworth followed with an RBI
singleupthemiddle. JoseOrtizsingled
and Gary Bennett lined arun-scoring
single that handcuffed Eric Karros at
first. Ortiz scored on pinch-hitter Terry
Shumpert’s double-play grounder.

“It’s nice to come in here and see
some smiles,” said Bennett, who hao
two hits. “Big hits at key times have
been eluding us here early on. Maybe
thiswill get usgoing.”

Jennings (1-1) went six innings, al-
lowing ninehitsandfour runs—all on
homers in the fourth. Jennings de-
partedinthethirdinningof hislast start
with abruised pitching elbow, there-
sult of adrive off the bat of Arizona s
Steve Finley.

“Havingtocomeout of my last game
wasapretty bad experience,” Jennings
said. “| wasfortunateto recover quick
enoughto get the start. My elbow was
fine. It just felt alittle stiff toward the
last inning or so.

““I had aproblemwiththebiginning
last year and | never seemedtorecover
fromit. Tonight, | knew | had to keey
usinthegame.”

Jose Jimenez pitched aperfect ninth
for histhird save.

Ashby said he *“ couldn’t make &
pitchinthesixthinning. | couldn’t get
anout. My control wasabig problem.”

TheDodgers, whomanaged only an
infield single off Jenningsin the first
threeinnings, crackedthreehomersin
thefourthtotakea4-2 lead.

Hiram Bocachica led off with &
homer, hissecond. With oneout, Paul
Lo Duca hit a solo homer, his first.
Karros singled and Marquis Grissom
hit his first homer, a412-foot shot to
right-center.

works harder

started to resemble atestimonial din-
ner.

“The thing about Tiger is, he's the
only leader that you don’t have any
hopehe'll falter,” Phil Mickelsonsaid.

“He doesn’t let anything take him
out of hisplace,” Brad Faxon said.

“There's something that’sgoing on
with him that’s not going on with us,”
DavisLove Il said. He didn’t dare
elaborate.

Thismuchiscertain. Sooner or | ater,
they al crumble to the man who fin-
ishesinthered shirt.
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