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commentary

from other pens...

Powell not blamed
for trip’s thin results

WASHINGTON (AP) — Colin Powell set out on his Middle East
peace mission not expecting much and came back with less than he
expected, but all sidesaretaking painsnot to say the secretary of state
failed. It wasalong shot anyway, veterans of diplomacy said. Hetried
his best with aweak hand, they added.

At the end of the secretary’s 10-day mission, an embittered Yasser
Arafat ended hislast meeting with Powell by lashing out at the con-
tinuing I sraeli siege of hiscompound but said of theAmerican: “ | have
to thank him for what he has done and what heisgoing to do.”

DoreGold, atop adviser tolsraeli PrimeMinister Ariel Sharon, said
Powell |eft the Middle East with a promise from Sharon to withdraw
from Palestinian cities. That Powell did not do more, Gold said, isbe-
causeArafat “ has not offered ameaningful cease-fire.”

“Themission could hardly be called asuccess, but whether that will
beablack mark against Powell personally dependson not just what the
administration choosesto do next, but also on how much the president
acceptsthelogicfor greater Americanintervention,” said Gideon Rose,
managing editor of Foreign Affairs magazine and aformer foreign
policy adviser to President Clinton.

“Thesecretary seemstohavebeeninlisteningmode,” Rosesaid. “The
guestion iswhether the administration will moveinto talking mode.”

Powell must have hoped to come home with more tangible accom-
plishments. Hewasunabletowrest acease-fireagreement, andleft the
region with Isragli tanks still occupying Palestinian areas nearly two
weeks after Bush first called for apullback “without delay.”

Powell’s trip ended with a brush-off from Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak, who canceled a meeting with him in Cairo. Powell met with
the Egyptian and Jordanian foreign ministers, who would not call his
missionafailurebut said Powell showed understanding of Arab positions.

Shibley Telhami, aprofessor at theUniversity of Maryland, saiditis
inevitablethat punditswill say Powell failed, although Americans see
him as* a cautious, sober, statesmanlike man who'strying hisbest.”

William Quandt, aU.S. negotiator inthe 1978 Camp David accords
that led to peace between Egypt and Israel, said Powell went to the
Middle East lacking sufficient support from Bush, whose aides some-
timesspoke asif thetrip werethe secretary’sown initiative.

“The president doesn’t seem to be giving him alot of support,” he
said. “He'sleaving the secretary to do it on hisown, and that’sfatal.”

Ed Abington, the Palestinians' top lobbyist in Washington and a
former U.S. diplomat in the region, agreed that Powell’s ability to
achieve anything concrete suffered from alack of leverage.

“He had no mandate to accomplish anything,” Abington said.

Furthermore, Powell was not dealt agreat hand in his negotiating
partners, starting with the hard-line Isragli prime minister, Sharon.

“Our best friend in the region is somebody whose vision of an ulti-
mate political settlement isvery, very far from what we traditionally
havefelt wouldwork,” Quandt said. “ Plus, hisadversary’snot exactly
aposter boy of sweet reason,” Quandt added, referring to Arafat.

Before Powell’sfirst meeting with Arafat, Sharon said such ameet-
ing would bea*tragic mistake” by Powell. Asked about that Wednes-
day, Powell said: “Heand | talked about it directly, and he said that to
medirectly. Wehavethat kind of arel ationshipwherewespeak clearly
to oneanother as soldiersaswell asnow politiciansand diplomats.”

On the Palestinian side, Cabinet Minister Saeb Erekat pointedly
hooked hisfinger of blame around Powell to get to Sharon.

“Wehavenothingagainstthesecretary,” Erekat said. “ All wecan say
is Sharon did agood job to torpedo the secretary’smission here.”

“ Americanshaveahealthy respect for thecomplicationsof Mideast
diplomacy,” said JamesPhillipsof theHeritage Foundation. “ [t would
have been very surprising if he had succeeded under these circum-
stances.”

EDITOR SNOTE: Nancy Benac has covered government and na-
tional affairsfromWashington for morethan 15 years.
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It was a quiet week in ...

It wasaquiet week in Lake Woebegone....

Oops, wrong story.

WEell, ithasbeenaquiet week. Stevehasenjoyed
several hoursof quiet timein hishammock and |
started the new book | got for Christmas.

The quiet sounds of hissing cats were heard
whenever two of themwereinthesameroom, but
since Molly Monster spent most of her time out-
doors, thingswere pretty quiet.

Aliceisdtill pregnant, but learning to hold her
own against the other family felines.

Got both daughters called on Sunday.

Oldest daughter said shenow hasapair of para-
keets. Shesaysshereally enjoyswatchingandlis-
tening to the birds, but not nearly as much as her
catsdo. Sabine, thequeen cat, spendsall her time
sitting on the sofa just hoping one of those tasty
morselswill fall out of itscage.

Chauncey, the monster dog, barks at the birds.
Daughter thinks sheistrying to talk to them and
figuresif onedidfall out, thedogwould probably
protect it. That would be quite a sight, since
Chauncey resemblesafuzzy brown bear at about
90 pounds.

Youngest daughter thinks her sister is crazy to
get apair of birds. Except for the cats, she keeps

cynthia

al her animalsin her biology lab at school. We
pointed out to her that not all of usarebiol ogy teach-
ersnor domost haveto deal withabox turtle, three
hermit crabs, atree frog, atoad and four baby
guineapigs.

| asked her about theguineapigs. They didn’t fit
with the other animalsin the collection. She said
one of the student’s science projectsturned out to
bepregnant. Sincel just adopted an expectant cat,
| can sympathize.

Youngest daughter saidthat therodentsgotothe
first four students who bring in permission slips
from their parents. | asked her if she was giving
lessonsonforging parents’ signatures. but shesaid
shewas praying that wouldn’t be necessary.

Therest of thecrew arestrictly catchandrel ease,
shesaid, eventhebox turtle, which shehashadfor
ayear now. Some day they haveto go back to the
wild.

Stevetalked to our only son. He'salittle hard to
find sometimes.

Helivesin abig old house in Lawrence with &
bunch of other guys and sometimesthey forget to
pay the phonehill.

Evenwhenthephoneworks, if youcall tooearly
nooneanswersbecausenooneisup. If youcall too
late, sonisaready off to classor work and leaving
amessageisliketryingtoexplainphysicstoa2year
old. It'sawaste of time.

Now and then, however, you can slip in and ac-
tually get thekid. Steveisbetter at thisthan| am. |
justdon’thavethepatience. Givemeagood answer-
ing machineany day.

“Hi, I’'mhere. Call me.”

Doyouremember thedaysof yorewhenyou usec
to hate getting those awful answering machines®
Now if the personyou’ recalling doesn’t haveone,
you fedl cheated. At least you could tell them that
you tried to get ahold of them. With luck, you can
leaveamessageand never havetotalk toareal per-
sonatall.

“Hi, thecheck isinthe mail.”

I may not havethismuchfreetimeagainfor along
time, so I’ m going to stop writing and go take over
the hammock.

ured out that e-mail wasoff becausean outfit call e

I was so glad to see ‘spam’ email messages

I never thought we' d be so happy to seespamin
our e-mail, but when the second mortgage and vi-
rility drug offers started to roll in Saturday, we
knew the nwkansas.com system had come back.

It had been along four days.

When we decided to change I nternet suppliers,
we knew we were asking for trouble. But we had
been unhappy since Carroll’s Web of Salina had
bought out our old supplier, CINetworks of To-
peka. A two-day outagelast month only convinced
usthat we had made the right decision.

It'sthekind of thing that you avoid, becauseit
meant changing nearly all the network settingsin
every computer on the system, ours and all our
customers. But after more than two months of
preparation and a week’s delay, we thought we
were ready to move over to Southwestern Bell
Internet. Littledid we know.

A big move like thisis made up of many little
moves, from changing the numbersin our office
machines, oneofficeat atime, tohaulingthee-mail
server from Oberlin to Goodland to resetting all
therouterswhich handl etrafficbetweentownsand
with the Internet connection.

Our two stalwartswere Evan Barnum of Colby,
our main geek, and Tom Betz of Goodland, our
Internet servicemanager, theonly onewho under-
stands Windows.

Evan had a plan for the changeover, and by
Wednesday afternoon we were almost on sched-
ule. .. beforethingsturned to mud. Settings that
should have worked didn’t. There were acouple
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of typos. Bird City was missing. Norcatur and
McDonad werethere, but couldn’t see the Inter-
net. And the big one, e-mail. E-mail could leave
the system, but it couldn’t get in. The world
couldn’tfind us.

Wetried everything. Wetracked downthemis-
takesandgot Bird City online(arouter that melted
down, and atypo in one number in the new one).
We worked into the night to find out why Mc-
Donald and Norcatur couldn’t get out. (Router
settingsonenumber off, it turned out.) Evanand|
weresupposed to go to Colby and Oberlinto help
field customers' calls, but with so much not work-
ing, wecouldn’t leave.

That was OK. In Colby, Lea Bandy and Patty
Decker mannedthephonesand munchedthepizza
Evan was counting on. In Oberlin, acrew includ-
ing Steve Smith, CynthiaHaynesand KarlaJones
took calls. And ate my pizza. Karen Krien took
callsin St. Francis. In Goodland SheilaSmithand
Pat and Jimmy Schiefen handled the bulk of the
callsand ordered pizzato bedelivered.

I’mnot surewhentherest of them got home, but
itwas2:30 am. when | pulled into my driveway.
Then Thursday, wegot up and hitit again. Wefig-

Network Solutionshad not changedtheregistration
for our server. Asfar asthe world was concerned,
wedtill lived at the old address. Whichwehad dis-
connected. We had put in arequest to change that
on Tuesday, and it’'salong story. Very long. But it
didn’t get done. It would take Evan all day Friday
to sweet talk Network Solutions into making the
change now, not seven to nine business days |l ater.
All day, and $29.95 for the speedy service.

Whenweleft work Friday, wewere assured that
the changeshad been made. Everything but e-mail
wasworking. All we could do was wait, as server
changesarepostedtwiceaday andit cantakesome
timefor theentireworld to catch on.

Then, Saturday morning, Sheila found spam,
thoseunwanted“ junk mail” messagesthat seemtc
just appear, inher mailbox. Slowly, throughout the
day, therest of us caught up. And the system was
wholeoncemore.

There are still alot of little things to be done,
mopping up mostly. Many customersarestill hav-
ingtroublewiththeir personal settings. Actually, the
customer service part was the thing that went best
of all.

What madeit al worthwhileisthefact that many
customersacrosstheareareportedfaster downloads
and better Internet connections after the switch.
That told us that maybe, just maybe, it had been
worth thetrouble.

But | wouldn't want to go through that again, not
for all the pizzawe could order.

I feel we need a good lesson in ‘civics’

“Why don'’t theschool steach civicsanymore?”
| was asked, to which | replied “ Civics, what do
youmean?’ Hesaid, “You know, the concept that
if youliveinacommunity, youneedtosupport one
another so the community can prosper.”

| have really thought about that conversation a
lot in the past months and particularly in the last
weeks. | finally cametotherealizationwehavea
whole generation or maybe two who think noth-
ing about going out of town to buy all the goods
and servicesthey need.

| don’t think the schools have failed, but we as
parentshavenot taught civicsto our young people.
Somebelievewhat will saveour small community
isto bringin new and even larger businesses.

Whilethisisvery important, it will takealot of
effort and time. Onething that we can all do right
now isto spend our money locally and support
whét retail wedo have.

Certainly | haveheardtheargument that, “1 just
can't find what | need or want here!” Well, that
probably cameto be because when we could buy
it here, wedidn't.

Thisforcedthat merchanttonolonger offer that
good or service, sothey discontinuedthat product
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or evenworse, discontinued their business.

| wonder, if we do attract new businesses, will
weactually support them sothey can becomeprof-
itable and supply jobs, goods, and servicesto our
community, or will we continueto drive to wher-
ever we have been going and spend our money
there?

| think thequickest andthemost important thing
wecandoto spur our economy isto spend our dol -
larswithour friendsand neighborsright here. There
are not many merchants who live and operate in
small townswhowould not expand and renew their
businessesif they could seethat thecommunity is
supporting them. If you don’t believeme, just ask
them.

The peoplewho operate these storefronts prob-
ably do abetter job of shopping here than the rest
of us. | challengeyouto get out thereand seewhat

our local merchantshavetooffer. Youwill probably
findall kindsof thingsthat arecompetitively priced
andalevel of servicethat will never bematched by
amerchant 200 milesaway.

Just something to think about: Where do you
spend your money?

DonMcKenzie

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned |etters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereserve theright
to edit lettersfor length and good taste. We en-
courage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail
to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.




