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commentary

from other pens...

Being governor 1S

tough, demanding job

Thereismuchwailing, muchadowiththedecisionbyAttorney Gen-
eral CarlaStovall to drop out of the governor’srace.

“Moderate” Republicans are suddenly left without a strong candi-
date, fearful that the lightweights|eft in the race (or eager tojumpin)
will sofragment the party that Democrat K athleen Sebeliuswill winin
thefall. Or worseyet, a Republican they don’'t own.

Kansasvotersprobably arelucky that Ms. Stovall dropped out. The
popular attorney general would have had the Republican nomination,
andlikely theelection, for the asking. Shedecided that shedidn’t want
it, and you can’t blame her.

Beinggovernor of Kansasisatough, demandingjob, andtheonewho
occupies the governor’s chair gets beat up pretty regularly. Why go
through that if you don’t have aburning desireto be governor?

That |eaves state Treasurer Tim Shallenburger and Wichita Mayor
Bob Knight in the race. Shallenburger is an avowed conservative,
alignedwith U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback. Knight, though moreliberal,
isamaverick who has no closetiesto the party organization. Both are
good candidates, but don’t fitinthe Bill Graves-SheilaFrahmwing of
the party.

Itching to run are Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer, a Graves confidante who
has never won elective office, and House Speaker Kent Glasscock,
Stovall’s running mate until she bowed out, and maybe a half dozen
more. None has the name recognition or support to dominate the fall
general election.

BeforeMs. Stovall got into therace, Congressman Jerry Moranwas
considered thefront runner. Hedecided to avoid the hassleand stay in
Washington, and considering how pleasant Gov. Graves' last twoyears
have been, you can’t blame him, either.

That leaves the Republicans without the kind of candidate that all
factionscan support. That doesn’t meanthat the Democratswill winin
awalk, but Ms. Sebeliusisadarned good candidate, the best they have
had in awhile. The Republicans know they have aproblem.

It' [l beinteresting to see how they solveit. If they solveit. — Steve
Haynes
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Dangerous priests

WASHINGTON — Likeother sovereignstates,
theVaticanhasan envoy hereinWashington. The
“Papal nuncio” standshighabovethiscity’s“Em-
bassy Row” on beautiful MassachusettsAvenue,
directly acrossfromthevicepresident’sresidence.

When | used to get home earlier inthe day, be-
fore“Hardball,” | would drive by the Vatican's
embassy intheearly evening. Always, therewould
bethat familiar, mournful specter of amiddle-aged
man. Hewould beringing abell, thekind that de-
cades ago, back in the 1950s, was part of the Ro-
man Catholic mass.

“1 wasmolested by aCatholic priest,” werethe
words on the sandwich board he carried on his
body day after mournful day. And every one of
those wordswas etched in the tragedy of hisface
andthedefeated, violated way hecarried himself.

Next week, John Paul Il will receive al the
AmericancardinasinRometoconsider theindict-
ment raised but ignored, by clergy andlaity alike,
alongwiththislonely voicecryingout for justice.

“1 wasmolested by aCatholic priest.” Seventy
priests accused in Boston, one alone accused of
molesting 130 children. Twenty-six accused in
Chicago, 20inCincinnati, 40in Philadel phia, and
fivein SantaRosa, Calif. In every diocese, seem-
ingly, there have been ahandful or several hand-
fulsof pedophile priests.

Butthesearejust thereported cases. What about
the times when the child comes home and can’t
bring himself to tell his parents? What about the

Police explain s

Dear Editor:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
PoliceofficersRobert Juleson and Cary Amosfor
helping small children in our community under-
stand sirensand flashing lights of emergency ve-
hicles.

L ast week my preschool classwascrossing the
street on our way to the park. Several emergency
vehicles came by with lights and sirens on. Our
classwas separated on both sides of the street and
the children were alittle afraid, but didn’t run or
panic.

After theemergency wasover, officers Juleson
andAmoscametothepark. They toldthechildren
how proud they were of the way they knew what
todowhenthey saw lightsand heard sirens. They
took timeto explainwhy they had their lightsand
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parentswho can’t bring themsel vesto challengethe
power and authority of therectory, who don’t want
their boy known for having been *“ molested?’

How many freeridesdidtheCatholic Churchget
aongtheway?

In 2002, the bill has arrived for payment. Over
theyearsthisdiocese of Santa Rosahasdoled out
$7milliontosettlemolestation charges. L ast week,
apriest was found guilty of molesting a 13-year-
old girl. He was acquitted of a second charge of
raping al4-year-old.

The archdiocese of Boston harbored one pedo-
philic priest with 130 altar boyson hislist of vic-
tims. It paid $40,000 to settleacomplaint that an-
other priest had repeatedly raped al2-year-old boy.
Theaccused rapist wasal so apioneer inthe* man-
boy” love movement.

Boston's Cardinal Bernard Law, whose word
was law and his silence golden on these cases, is
now the poster-boy for cover-up. Onthelate-night
talk show circuit, he'sDick NixoninaCardina’s
hat.

Compare Law’s lawlessness to that of Arch-
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sirenson.

Theofficersshowedthechildrenthepolicecars,
gave them stickers, and let them ask lots of ques-
tions. Some of the children seemed afraid of the
officersat first. Asthe officers talked to the chil-
dren, thechildrenseemedtobelessafraidand more
interested inwhat was said.

It only took afew minutesfor the officersto ac-
complishhoursworthof publicrelationswiththese
children and the teachers. Thank you for caring

bi shop JamesHickey of Washington, who 16 years
agolaiddownsternguidelinesfor suchcases. “ First,
tell thetruth,” hebegan apublicletter onthistragic
subject. “I will not protect any priest found to have
engaged in such activity, nor will | ever return him
totheministry.”

TherearethreequestionstheHoly Father and his
advisersneed to answer:

1. Whatistheright punishment for Cardinal Law

If Law doesn’t resign, isn’t told to resign, the
churchwill be saying— once again— that thein-
terests of the priestscomefirst.

2.What istheright standard for admissiontothe
priesthood?

Celibacy isnot for everyone. If ayoung man can-
not truly commit himself to life without sex, he
should find alife outside the Catholic priesthood.
For ayoung man disturbed about his sexuality, or
fearful of its consequences, the priesthood isnot
prudent place to hide. For the sexually restless,
we' veall now learned thehardway that therectory
isnot asafe parking lot.

3.When, if ever,isaCardina or any church offi-
cial rightin protecting priestswhoviolatetheir sa-
credtrust?

ChrisMatthews, author of “ Now, Let MeTell You
What | Really Think” (Free Press, 2001) anc
“Hardball” (TouchstoneBooks, 1999), isanation-
ally syndicated columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicleandthehostof* Hardball” onCNBCand
MSNBC cable channels.

irens and lights to children

about our children.
NonaMason
Early Childhood Teacher
West Elementary School

TotheEditor:

| wishtothank thewonderful student group anc
their teacher from Grant Junior High who cleanec
up my yard lastsweek.

They did an excellent job and it wastruly ajoy
toseethoseyoung peoplework together to help us
elderswith yard work that we' re not ableto do.

You are al agreat asset to our community anc
so greatly appreciated.

Mildred Laughlin

Goodland

West lOSCS fOCllS on terrorism
> =

WhentheArab effort totorturethedefinition of
terrorism into gibberish became clear soon after
Sept. 11, therevel ation wasasoutrageousasit was
absurd. Surely, no matter how oftenthe ministers
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) shuttled from Dohato Kuala Lumpur,
scratching their heads (or head scarves) over the
supposed perplexitiesof theissue, theexercisewas
ajoke— avery bad joke, but laughable and cer-
tainly pointless.After al, there’snoconfusionover
the meaning of terrorism. It's blood in the super-
market and fear upon take-off. It'sabomb at the
lunch counter andaholeinManhattan. It'stheblast
that turns a bus packed with commuters into an-
other shattered hearse. Terrorismisthe maiming
and murder of civiliansin order to paralyze and
coerceasociety intomaking political concessions.

Simple, right?1slamic effortsto splicethedefi-
nitionintoomittingterrorismagainst I sragli civil-
ians may have added nothing to our understand-
ing of what terrorismis, but it hastold us quite a
lot about the Islamic mind. The end, whatever it
may be— political ascendance down theroad or
avengeful bloodletting on the street — justifies
themeans. That most elemental decency, layered
intoandreinforced by thepainful evolutionof civi-
lization, telling homo sapiens that a baby in a
stroller is never, ever fair game, is subject to po-
litical and even religious compromise. For many
intheWesternworld, thishasbeenaneye-popping
education.

What has the West done with its newfound
knowledge? The answer to this question is more
shocking than the open Arab effort to pervert
terrorism’s definition. Rather than draw together
asabulwark against such barbarism, theWest has
beguntheimmoral slidedownward to the point of
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acceptingand even sanctioningterrorism. How else
can we explain the endorsement this week by six
European Union countriesat the United Nati onsof
aresolution condoning Pal estinian violence?
Thissignificantly shameful resol ution, approved
40-5 (with seven abstentions) by the U.N. Human
RightsCommissionin Geneva, supports* all avail-
ablemeans, includingarmed struggle” toestablish
aPalestinian state. It condemnswhat it callsIsragli
“acts of masskillings” against “the Palestinian
people,” even aszero evidence of such“masskill-
ings’ hasemerged. M eanwhile, theresol ution con-
tainsno condemnati on— not even amention— of
theterrorism Palestinianscommit regularly against
thelsraeli popul ace, of whichtheevidenceisall too
ample. Not incidentally, the resolution marks the
firsttime, asCanada sNational Post reported, many
diplomats “ could remember violence being en-
dorsed asaway of furthering human rights.”
That'sprogressfor you. Alfred M oses, aformer
U.S. ambassador to the commission, who now
headsthemonitoring group U.N. Watch, putitthis
way: “ A voteinfavor of thisresolutionisavotefor
Pal estinian terrorism. An abstention suggestsam-
bivalencetowardterror.” Butdon'ttakejust M oses
word for it. Asthe National Post also pointed out,
theresolution’sreferenceto” al availablemeans,”
language carefully lifted froma1982 General As-
sembly resolutiondirected against | srael and South

Africa,issomethingYasser Arafat himself haslong
cited as sanctioning acts of terror.

Amongthose40nationswho havedecidedtogive
terrorism a chance are Austria, Belgium, France,
Portugal, Spain and Sweden. As one of seven ab-
stainingnations, Italy (land of Silvio* Westisbest”
Berlusconi) isno drawn saber of steely principle,
either. Meanwhile, Britain, Canada, the Czech Re-
public, Germany and Guatemala occupy that
shrinking sliver of Planet Earth still stubborn
enough not to condone terrorism. (The United
Statesisn’t amember of the commission, having
unexpectedly lost its seat for this session.) As
Canada' sMarie Gervais-Vidricaireexplained, the
resolution’s silence on terrorism rendered it “fun-
damentally unacceptable,” adding with arefresh-
ingly uncomplicated bluntness, “ There can be no
justification whatsoever for terrorist acts.”

It isour looming tragedy that such justification
is becoming increasingly commonplace. Just last
year, for example, every European member of the
commission could at |east muster theambivalence
of anabstention duringacommissionvotethat con-
demned Israel for targeting the terrorists behind
attacksonitscitizenry. Thisyear, half of Europesees
fit to grant those same terrorists an international
stamp of approval as*armed strugglers’ whosim-
ply use “al available means.” Thefact isthat not
one of those OI C confabs redefining terrorism for
theldamicworldcould haveexpressedit better. But
guesswhat?Noneother thanthe Ol Citself drew up
thislatest U.N. contributionto“humanrights,” co-
sponsoringitwith China, CubaandVietnam. Which
shouldn’t betoo surprising, really. Or shouldit?

DianaWestisacolumnistandeditorial writer for
The Washington Times. She can be contacted via
dwest @washingtonti mes.com.



