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commentary

from other pens...

Bush’s polls down,
but Dems can’t cheer

After more than seven months of soaring poll numbers, President
Bush'’s standing with the public isreturning to more normal levels.

If that trend continues, Democratsarelikely togrow morebol d about
challenging the Bush administration on policy. Republicansmay have
tolearntolive without the updraft that hasraised the party’s standing
for monthsbecauseof apresident with approval inthe80 percentrange.

The Republican National Committee, trying to soften the affect, al -
ready haswarned the party faithful.

Matthew Dowd, pollster for the committee, sent amemo out to fel-
low Republicans reminding them the president’s poll numbers could
continueto slip. The president’s job approval was at 90 percent soon
after Sept. 11 but has slipped recently to the mid-70s.

Dowd predicted the president’s “ approval rating should returnto a
new normal” — possibly inthe 60s— by theend of July if the histori-
cal pattern provestrue.

GOP consultant Scott Reed said Dowd’s memo was the political
equivalent of preparing for “asoft landing.”

Democrats are relieved at the prospect of campaigning against the
party of apresident withmoretypical level sof publicsupport. But they
cannot count on areplay of hisfather’scollapsein 1991.

“George Bush has not abolished the laws of political gravity,” said
Mark Mellman, a pollster for the Democratic National Committee.
“What goes up, does come down.”

Democratic pollster CelindaLakesaid“itwill bekind of liberating”
onceBush’sapproval rating drops. Peoplewon’t think he'sinvincible,
they’ Il understand he’sonly amere mortal .”

RNC spokesman Jim Dykesaidthememowasintendedtol et people
know in advance what the party expectswill happen.

“By anatural gravity, thepresident’ spoll numbersaregoingtocome
down,” Dyke said, adding peoplewill try to attribute all kinds of rea-
sonstothedlippage. Thepollsarelikely to slip further asmore Demo-
crats return to the base as the political debate over domestic policies
growsmoreintense. Morethan half of Democratsapproved of Bush’'s
job approval inarecent Pew poll, anumber likely to drop.

The pre-emptive warning was smart politics, said political analyst
Thomas Mann of the Brookings Institution.

“1t’spart of thepermanent campaign,” Mann said. “ It'spartly amat-
ter of meeting or exceeding expectations.”

Bush's high ratings reduced criticism of him, Mann said. “I think it
hel ped make Democratscautiousabout giving morevoicetodifferences.”

But in Florida last weekend, potential Democratic candidates for
president were openly critical of Bush administration policies, both
domesticand inthe Middle East.

TheDemocraticreticenceto speak out ondifferenceshasmoretodo
with the war than the president’s popularity, said Bruce Reed, presi-
dent of the centrist Demacratic L eadership Council.

Democrats cannot count on the kind of freefall in the polls experi-
enced by Bush'sfather throughout 1991.

Former President Bush’sjob approval wasinthelow 80sthroughthe
Persian Gulf War and gradually slipped throughout the year. Eight
months|ater, at the beginning of September, he slipped below 70 per-
cent and continued to slip until hisjob approval was at 46 percent in
early January, with an equal number disapproving.

Buttherearesomesignificant differencesbetweenthe 1991 and 2002.

By September 1991, Americans by almost a 2-to-1 margin disap-
proved of the elder Bush’s handling of the economy — the most im-
portant issue that year. People in 2002 approve of President Bush's
handling of theeconomy by a2-1 marginandthewar onterrorismranks
inthe pollsasatop issue along with the economy.

Any slippageinthe pollswill make Democrats“ much morewilling
to comeafter” the president, Democratic consultant Paul Begalasaid.

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Dear Attorney General Stovall:

About ayear ago | lost my job dueto my previ-
ous employer deciding to downsize. | faithfully
looked for work for five months and was finally
ableto find another job. Dueto my being out of
work, however, someof my family’sbillslapsed.
One of the bills was turned over to a collection
agency whichhasbegunto call meat homeand at
work.

The agency representative calls me names and
threatensto have me sent tojail if | don’t pay the
whole outstanding balance within 48 hours. The
representativewill not even discusspayment plan
optionswith me. The calls are getting way out of
hand, and my bossisgettingtired of screeningall
my calls. Attorney General Stovall, thelast thing
| needistoloseanother job. I sthereanythingl can
doto stop thisharassment?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

The Kansas Consumer Protection Act (KCPA)
isintendedto protect consumersagainst deceptive
and unconscionabl e business practices. My Con-
sumer Protection Division often assists consum-
erswho havedisputeswithbill collectors. Usually,
asinyour case, we are able to obtain amutually-
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acceptable solution by way of a payment plan,
whereby aconsumer’ shillsmay get paid. However,
if theconduct of abill collectorisunscrupul ousand
overreaching, it may constitutean unconscionable
act or practiceinviolation of the KCPA.

TheFair Debt Collection PracticesAct isafed-
eral law enforced by the Federa Trade Commis-
sion (FTC). However, individual violationsmust
be addressed in private lawsuits brought by con-
sumers. TheAct allowsconsumersto request that
bill collectors not contact them at their place of
employment, provided the bill collector isableto
reachthemat their residence. Consumerswill need
tomakethisrequest inwriting, and my officesug-
geststhat it besent viacertified mail, returnreceipt
requested, sothat therewill beproof of sendingit.

TheFair Debt Collection PracticesAct al so sets

forth the ways in which a collector may contact
consumers(inperson, by mail, telephone, telegram,
or FAX), and when (between 8:00 am. and 9:00
p.m., unless the consumer agrees to a deviation).
TheAct further prohibitscollectorsfromharassing,
threatening, or being otherwiseverbally abusivetc
consumers.

If you havefurther questionsabout the Fair Debt
Coallection Practices Act, you may contact the re-
gional FTC officeby writingto 1405 Curtis Street,
Suite#2900, Denver, CO, 80202-2393, by calling
(303) 844-2271, or by contacting my Consumer
Protection Division at 1-800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protection
Division, KansasJudicial Center, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will bereturned promptly.

Is it wrong to have an abortion?

Four bills are before the state |legislature that
would protect unborn children. Onewouldrequire
thesecretary of healthand environment to set mini-
mum standardsof health and staffing for abortion
clinics, and one would amend a 1992 law requir-
ing doctorsto notify the parents of aminor seek-
ing an abortion to requirethe notificationto bein
person or by certified mail.

Another bill would makeitacrimetoinjureor
kill afetusexcept for anabortion, and thefinal bill
would allow the state to issue “ Choose Life" li-
censeplates. (Thelicenseplatebill passedtheleg-
islature, but was vetoed by Governor Graves.)

Thesebillshave caused someto wonder if pro-
tecting the unborn will lead to limits on abortion
or even lead to alaw against abortion.

Themistakemany peoplemakeisthinkingthis
isamoral issue. It isapolitical issue and alegal
issue—that is, eventhough havingan abortionis
wrong, doesawoman havetheright to make that
decision herself?

It'snot likely everyonewill ever agree onthis.
But theBibleisclear onwhether or not having an
abortioniswrong.

Exodus 21: 22, 23 says, “ If men who are fight-
ing hit apregnant woman and shegiveshirth pre-
maturely but thereisno seriousinjury, theoffender
must befined whatever thewoman’shusband de-
mandsand the court allows. But if thereisserious
injury, you aretotakelifefor life.”

Inhislawtothelsraelites, God said that anyone
whokillssomeoneisto beput todeath, evenif the
life hetakesisthat of an unborn child and even if
that isan accident.

Why does God put such ahigh value on human
life? Because he gave usthat life.

Acts17:28says, " By him(God) wehavelifeand
moveand exist.”

Psalm 36:9 says, “ Withyou (God) isthe source
of life.”
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Why doesthisvalueon life apply to those who
arenot yet born?

Jeremiah 1:4, 5 makesthat clear with the state-
ment: “Before | was forming you in the belly, |
knew you, and beforeyou proceededto comeforth
from the womb | sanctified you. Prophet of the
nations| madeyou.”

Godtoldtheprophet Jeremiahthat heknew him
beforehewasborn. That hewasareal personwith
afutureahead of him beforehewasborn. God did
notsimply know himasamassof tissue—heknew
the qualities that Jeremiah would have, and he
knowsthequalitiesof al children beforethey are
born.

In short, unborn children are people in God's
eyes. He intended a mother’s womb to be a safe
place where a child would be nurtured and pro-
tected until heisready to beborn.

Psalm 139:13, 16 says, “You (God) kept me
screened off inthebelly of my mother. ... Your eyes
saw even the embryo of me, and in your book all
its partsweredown inwriting.”

Asthe Creator, God has a clear understanding
of geneticsasitishisinvention. He can seeevery
detail of the genetic planfor each individual per-
son even shortly after conception.

That being said, would | participate in demon-
strations against abortion? No. Jesus said hisfol-
lowerswould not debate such issues.

AtJohn17:16, hesaid, “ They are no part of the
world, just as| am no part of theworld.”

And Jesus himself refused to get involved in

728 7K
7,7
/“) /./’/

I AM CONFINED TO THIS
LITTLE SPACEY LOOK AT
THESE HORRIBLE CONDITIONS

VING IN Y

politics.

John 6:15 says, “ Jesus, knowing they (the Jews)
wereabout tocomeand sel zehimtomakehimking,
withdrew again into themountain all alone.”

Most people are familiar with the “Lord’s
Prayer.” ItisfoundintheBibleat Matthew 6:9, 10.
Itsays, inpart, “Our Father intheheavens, let your
name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. L et
your will takeplace, asinheaven, alsoupon earth.”

Itisonly under God'skingdomthat all problems,
including thedebate over abortion, will besolved.
And only then that hiswill will be done on earth.

Acts4:24 says, " SovereignLord, youaretheOne
who madethe heaven and theearth and the seaand
al thethingsin them.”

Only God hastheauthority and power needed t
end such debates. Hehastheability and theright tc
put peopleto deathwhorefusetoobey hislaws. He
hasthe power to make and enforce one set of laws
over theentireearth. And hehasthe moral charac-
ter to be ableto say what isright and wrong with-
out leaving room for question asto his own righ-
teousness.

Revelation 5:13 says, “And every creature that
isin heaven and on earth and underneath the earth
and on the sea, and al the thingsin them, | hearc
saying, ‘ Tothe Onesitting on thethroneandtothe
Lamb be the blessing and the honor and the glory
and themight forever and ever.””

Only God'srulershipover theearthwill bringall
peopleinto agreement and makethe earth apeace-
ful placetolive.
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