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Coke has new manager

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

The new manager of the CocaCola
Bottling Co. in Goodland moved here
withhisfamilyin1970so hisdad could
work at thesugar beet plant, and work-
ed hisway up through the
ranks at Coke.

Rather than move back
to Texas after the season,
he said, hisdad decided to
stay, and Richard Vasquez
has lived here ever since.
He graduated from Good-
land High School in 1975,
and graduated fromtheau-
tomotive technology pro-
gram of the technical
school, whichbecameNorthwest Kan-
sas Technical Collegelast year.

Vasguez said he has had only three
jobs. He was a service technician for
eight years, thenworkedfor twoyears
at Dischner’s |GA before being hired
at CocaColaonApril 8, 1986.

Hehasworked hisway up thecom-
pany ladder, starting as a technician
working on vending machines and
fountain equipment, and five years
later becoming aroute supervisor. He
moved on to become an account man-
ager for sevenyears, and on Feb. 7in-
terviewed for the district manager po-
sition. Hefound out hehad thetop spot

o

Vasquez

in Goodland on Feb. 8.

Hewas understandably excited.

“l was real nervous,” he said. “I
mean, | was happy, because | felt |
could dosomuch here, for thecommu-
nity and thearea. But | wasnervous.”

As the manager, he over-
sees service in an areafrom
Cope, Colo.,toOberlin, from
Arriba, Colo. to Grainfield,
and down to Oakley and Tri-
bune.

“It’s quite aterritory,” he
said.“l couldn’t quitetell you
how many milesitis, butit’s
big.”

Inthe16yearshehaswork-
ed for the company, Vasguez
said, he had only one boss, Byron
Elliott, who recently transferred to
Greeley, Colo. Hesaidhedoesn't plan
on making any big changestotheway
Elliott did things.

“Byron had a good working facil-
ity,” he said. “I want to continueit.
Being around him, | learned alot of
really neat things. | might makeafew
changes, but nothing drastic.”

Over the years, though, there have
been some changes. When he started,
Vasquez said, Cokewasphasingoutits
returnablebottlesand shiftingmoreon
selling cans. Technology hasmadehis
job easier. He has gone from hand-

writing all invoices using apen and a
calculator tolap-top computerswhich
dohisfiguringandwritingforhim. The
biggest change, though, is something
he said he never expected to happen.

“We're selling bottled water,” he
said with alaugh. “Non-carbonated
beverageshaveturnedintoamuchbig-
ger commodity than| ever thought they
would. It'sturned out great.”

Hisjob includes watching over ac-
count managers, routedrivers, service
technicians, andtherest of the11t0 12
employees at the warehouse.

One service technician, Chuck
Engel, hasworked at the company for
about 12 years, Vasguez said, andthere
areother long-term employees. Route
driverscancomeandgo pretty fast, he
said, but the ones at the plant have all
been around for acoupleyears.

“It takesabout twoyearsfor themto
get comfortable,” hesaid. “ After that,
we know they are going to be here
awhile. It makes it easier on every-
one....”

Vasquez and hiswife Janiehavetwo
children, daughter Sandy, 21, and a
son, Keith, 18, a senior at Goodland
High School. They have a 3-year-old
granddaughter, Alexi.

“This has been a good job, and a
good town,” he said. “I look forward
tobeing herefor alongtime.”

Wrestlers get honors from board

The Goodland School Board pre-
sented awardstotwo high school wres-
tlers and three veteran teachers at a
meeting Monday.

Jordan Bedore, a215-pound sopho-
more, was honored for taking first in
hisweight classin February at thestate
tournament in Wichita.

Bryce Bahe, a 130-pound senior,
received an award for earning thetitle
of “All-American” this month at the
national wrestling tournament in

Cleveland.

Randy Bahe, head wrestling coach
and Bryce'sfather, said their achieve-
ments are aresult of extra effort dur-
ing the season.

Harvey Swager, high school princi-
pal; Sarah Short, high school family
and consumer science teacher; and
Richard Schwasinger; high school
businessinstructor; were honored for
working in education for 25 years.

Board President Dick Short pre-

sented awards from the University of
Kansasto Swager and Short, hiswife,
but Schwasinger wasin Salt L akeCity
for the national distibutive education
contest.

Member Jane Philbrick presented
25-year awards to Swager and Sarah
Short from Kansas Wesleyan Univer-
sity. Swager, Sarahand Dick Shortand
Philbrick all graduatedfromthe Salina
college.

Five teachers taking early retirement

The Goodland School Board ac-
cepted resignations Monday from
threeteacherswhowill retirenextyear.

After a30-minute closed session to
discuss personnel matters, the board
said good-bye to Birkley Barnes, el-
ementary music teacher; Jan Ber-
ringer, a Central Elementary School
teacher; and Joan Walker, a math
teacher at Grant Junior High.

Theteacherswill finishtheyear and

will eachreceiveabonusof 10 percent
of their total salary for retiring early.

Theboard decidedtooffer thebonus
earlier thisyear to avoid having tolay
off tenured teachers in the face of a
major budget crunch duetolower state
aid and declining enrollment.

Superintendent Marvin Selby sug-
gested that the board throw aretire-
ment party for al fiveteacherswhoare
leaving thisyear.

NormaStaker, a“ multi-age” teacher
at North Elementary School, and Gail
Walter, a reading teacher at North,
turnedintheirresignationsearlier this
month.

In other business, the board ap-
proved paying $71,800 in monthly
bills. Selby said thedistrict had to pay
a company from Garden City to fix
refrigerators at the high school and
West Elementary.

Ready toexplore
thewideworld
of theWeb?

What do you have to do?

nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet. We
offer reliable service, fast modems and full access to
the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one
package for one low monthly fee*. We have reliable
customer service to help you get connected, and plenty of lines to
take your calls. We are the local Internet Service Provider with
people who can answer your questions. In most cases, you can be
hooked up today. We have the latest, fastest modems, and plenty of
lines to answer your call. (We try to keep our customer ratio at 8 to 1.)

*Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we
give you a month free service and no set-up fee ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
($16.50 per month average).
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‘Slip, slidin’ away

Nolan Deeds, 3-years old and son of Jeff and Jill Deeds, got ready to go down a slide Monday at Western
Child Care, which operates at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

Superintendent Marvin Selby told
the Goodland School Board on Mon-
day that aset of stairsand arow of seats
will haveto beremoved fromthehigh
school auditorium this summer be-
causethey create afire hazard.

Atthemeeting, Selby said aninspec-
tor with the state fire marshal’s office
checked Goodland’ sschool buildings
earlier this month, finding hazardsin
the high school and at Max Jones
Fieldhouse.

The superintendent said thedistrict
will have to replace paneling in the
teachers’ lounge in the high school
basement with sheet rock becauseit’s
lessflammable. Last year, hesaid, the
fire inspector required the district to

install 12 fire-resistant doorsin the
basement.

Selby said the inspector said there
needsto beawrench near thesprinkler
system controls at the fieldhouse to
properly reset the system.

Those mistakes will be easy to rec-
tify, he said, but it will cost some
money to removethe stairsand seats.

Selby said state law requires a 42-
inch space between the stage and the
seatsso studentshave enoughroomto
get out if thereis afire. He said the
stairs are an obstacle and the seatson
thenorth sideof theauditoriumarenot
42inchesfromthestage. Selby saidthe
first row of seatson theright side are
back farther becausethereisapianoon

District to fix fire hazards in buildings

that side.

Thesuperintendent said none of the
inspector’sfindingswas serious.

“Other thanthat,” hesaid, “we'rein
good shape.”

During his report, the superinten-
dent pointed toadisplay of booksinthe
meeting room at the administration
office and said it had been placed to
commemorateNational Library Mon-
th. He said schools are doing special
eventsto celebrate.

Selby said that the school sget about
$12,000 worth of books through the
national Reading|sFundamental pro-
gram each year. Those books, for
whichthedistrict only hasto pay athirc
of the cost, are given to students.

Wecan connect
you tonignt...
not next week!

/
/ Infinite variety on the ‘Net

There’s a whole new world waiting out there.
Whatever you're interested in, the Internet, with its
millions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time of
day, art, archives, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,
someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business. Use it for school. Use
it for pleasure. Use it just to find out what'’s

out there. Pick a topic and search the entire

World Wide Web for it ... in just seconds.
E-mail for fun and profit

E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive.
From your computer, you can send and
receive messages anywhere in the

world . . . for no charge . . . once you

have an Internet connection.

™ nwkansas.com

qLocaI Tech Support « Same-Day Connection* < Friendly Peopleto Help
TheGoodland Daily News ¢ 1205Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735+ 785899-2338

*In most cases; we'll try anyway.




