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Royals
managers
Job at risk

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP)—Tony
Muser admitted Monday his days as
manager of the Kansas City Royals
may be growing short.

“It'scommon sense,” he said.

TheRoya swereonafour-gamelos-
ing streak heading into their game
Monday night against Detroit. After
starting Muser’sfifth full season 4-4,
they lost seven of eight as his overall
record before Monday night’'s game
fell to 314-427.

Hesaid hehad beentalking about the
situation with owner David Glassand
general manager Allard Baird and
would probably meet withBairdagain
before Monday night’s game.

“He wantsto win. Mr. Glass wants
to win. | want to win,” Muser said.
“And when you don’t win, they make
changesand that’safact inthisgame.
It'safact. Sol’m not afraid of it.”

Muser came under fire last year
when the Royalslost 97 gamesfor the
second time in three seasons. Baird
said then that changes could be made
if the team got off to aslow start. He
said Monday that nothing had chang-
ed.

“We come out every day trying to
win,” Baird said. “ That isthe demand
from ownership on down.”

Muser said hewastryingtodeal with
thedifficult situation“withintegrity.”

“You don’t blame. You don’t be-
comeselfish,” hesaid. “ What hashap-
pened has happened. To get into this
situation, weknow theonly way out of
it isto play better baseball and win
some games.

“Butl’mgoingtohandleitwithpro-
fessionalism. |’ mnot goingto panicso
the playerswon'’t see me panic. They
all understand.”

Hewashired off the Chicago Cubs
staff to replace the fired Bob Boone
during the All-Star break in the 1997
season.

Muser’s best season was 72-89 in
1998.

“1"mnot ashamed of anythingthat’s
happened to create this situation,” he
said.

“We've wanted to win. We've
worked hard here. We've improved a
lot of peoplebut we' vegot towinbase-
ball games. And| understandthat. I’ m
not going to look for anybody else to
blame.|’minthissituationandit’sre-
ality. Youdeal withit asaprofessional
and you go out and beaprofessional.”

Throughout his tenure, the Royals
havehad among thelowest payrollsin
baseball, especially struggling with
poor pitching.

“1 think youunderstandwhenyou're
bornintothisworld, lifeisnotfair. My
mother taught methat at anearly age,”
he said.

Horses to stay
out of pastures

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP)—Univer-
sity of Kentucky researchershave ad-
vised horse farmers to keep pregnant
mares out of pastures until midday
Tuesday because of cooler overnight
temperatures.

Scientists still do not know what
caused morethan 500 foalsto dieand
thousandsof early term pregnanciesto
be terminated on central Kentucky
horsefarmslastyear, costingthestate’s
billion-dollar horse industry nearly
$350 million.

They believe, however, that stark
changesintheweather during thisex-
acttimeframemay haveplayedarole
inthedevel opment of amysteriousill-
Ness.
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Eighth grader Jared Robinson tried his hand at the pole vault at a junior high track meet Thursday in
Oakley. He was able to vault the bar at 7 feet to snare fourth place. Grant Junior High will compete in
Goodland at 2 p.m. Thursday at the high school track.

Photo by Sheila Smith/The Goodland Daily News

Softball team loses in Ulysses

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

The Cowgirls softball team played
two tough games against the Ulysses
Tigerson Monday, losing thefirst 10-
4 and the second 9-8 in extrainnings.

Hitting was sporadic in the first
game, Coach Terry Daise said, and
somemistakesinthelateinningsreally
hurt the team.

Goodlandfell behindtotheClass3A
team in the second contest and rallied
totakethe gameto extrainnings. The
Cowgirls couldn’t get arun in the
eighthandlettheTigerssliponeby for

thegame.

“We made a good comeback in the
second game,” Daise said, “but it
wasn’t quite enough.

TheCowgirlshavelost their last six
games, and now hold arecord of 7-7.

Britany Pettibone took the mound
for the first game, allowing three hits
and five earned runs. She struck out
eightandwalkedeight. Attheplate, she
hel ped herself with adouble.

Jessica Osborn hit two singlesin
threetries. StephanieFairbanks,Alissa
Schieldsand Tammy Weeter all got to
first on hits, and Steviel ee Raymer

drew awalk.

Schieldsthrew thesecond game, al -
lowing 11 hits and four earned runs.
She struck out two and walked only
one. Sheknocked out adoubleandtwo
singles, crossing theplatethreetimes.

AdrienneGarciabattedthreesingles
and drew awalk, scoring onerun. Jes-
sica Osborn knocked three base hits,
and Pettibonehit two and scored once.
Weeter, Raymer and Shanae Calkins
al hit singles, Raymer scoring arun.
Fairbanks al so scored.

TheCowgirlsnext play Holcomb at
3p.m. Thursday at home.

WIin may have extended manager’s career

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — Paul
Byrd might have extended Tony
Muser’s managerial career one more
day.

BeforeByrdwent out and shut down
Detroit 6-0 Monday night, the belea-
guered Muser said the gamewould be
very important to him. Afterward, he
declinedto bedrawninto adiscussion
about the pressure mounting on the
losingest manager in team history.

“Tomorrow we'll crank itupand go
out there as ateam again,” he said.
“And if we get beat and somebody is
singled out, somebody issingled out.”

Third baseman Joe Randaacknowl-
edged the players were glad to take
some heat off Muser, whose team

ended afour-gamelosing skid.

“We're out there and we're giving
him everything we've got,” said
Randa, who had one of three doubles
inafour-run firstinning.

“1 know hedoesn’t expect usto play
for him. But weknow what he'sgoing
through every day. There's more and
more pressure on him. We win some
games and maybe we can take some
pressure off him. It does cross our
minds, yeah.”

Byrd (4-0) gave up just six hitsin
Kansas City’s first complete-game
shutout in more than ayear.

“Itlookedlikehe’ sthrowingtheball
better than he was in the National
League,” Detroit manager LuisPujols

said of theformer Philadel phiaPhillies
All-Star. “ Heshut downour hittingand
we' vebeenhitting pretty goodlately.”

Byrd, who has all but two of the
Royals wins, isthe first Kansas City
pitcher to win hisfirst four decisions
since Bret Saberhagen started 6-0in
1987 and the first with a complete-
game shutout since Jeff Suppan
blanked the Tigers 3-0 on Sept. 27,
2000.

In281-3innings, hehasnot walked
abatter andistiedwith Chicago’'sMark
Buehrlefor theleaguelead inwins.

Carlos Beltran and Carlos Febles
eachhomered off Mark Redman (0-3)
astheRoyalsbeat theonly teaminthe
majorswith fewer victories

Former Colorado player signs with Broncos

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) —
Former University of Colorado line-
backer Jashon Sykes will return to
Colorado and play football again.

Sykes signed as an undrafted free
agent with the Denver Broncos over
the weekend, opting not to use an ex-
trayear of college eligibility he was
granted by the NCAA.

“| feel real good about it,” said
Sykes, whobelieveshehasfirst-round
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Tuesday, April 23 - HS Track at St. Francis, 3 p.m.

Wednesday, April 24 - WKLL Scholarship Contest at Weskan High
School, 10 a.m.; WKLL Meeting at Weskan High School, 10:30 a.m.
Friday, April 26 - JH Track at Quinter, 10:30 a.m.; HS Track at

Friday, May 3 - HS Track at Hays (Ransom Meet), 3 p.m.

talent and knowsaneck injury he sus-
tained last fall hurt his chancesin the
NFL draft. “1 know their situation at
linebacker and | feel likethey can use
me.”

Linebacker Bill Romanowski left
theBroncosfor theRaidersduringthe
offseason, making lan Gold the start-
ing strongside linebacker and in need
of abackup.

“That’s where | comein,” Sykes
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said. “1 can play special teamsor con-
tributein someway.”

“1 think thisisagood spot for him,”
said Jeff Sperbeck, Sykes' agent.

KIngs win one;
AvS two games up

LOSANGELES(AP)—There'sno
timefor theLosAngelesKingsto cel-
ebrateor theColoradoAvalanchetobe
frustrated.

TheKingsbeat the defending Stan-
ley Cup champions 3-1 Monday night
to trail 2-1, with the teams resuming
their best-of-seven series Tuesday
nightin Game4.

“1"'m sure they feel confident right
now becausethey played agood game,
and we have to get back to what we
were doing right,” said Colorado’s
Peter Forsberg, whowaslimitedtoone
shot in 20 minutes.

TheKings improved defensefrus-
trated Forsberg, who had a goal and
four assistsinColorado’sfirsttwovic-
tories.

He spent the game’sfight-filled fi-
nal 15 secondsin the penalty box for
roughing.

“ Assoonasyou get thepuck, yougo
one step and they just catch you and
you can’'t do anything about it,”
Forsbergsaid. “ I thought it wasagreat
workout though— alot of grabbing, a
lot of skating with guys on your back
all thetime.

“Hopefully (Tuesday), I'll feel bet-
ter and get astep on one of those guys
and maybe get agoal .”

Inother playoff gamesMonday, Ot-
tawabeat Philadel phia3-Ototakea?2-
1serieslead, and San Josegrabbed the
advantageover Phoenix by winning4-
1linGame3.

Also Tuesday, it's Boston at Mont-
real, Carolinaat New Jersey, Toronto
attheNew York Islanders, St. Louisat
Chicago and Detroit at Vancouver.

The only series off Tuesday are
Philadel phia-Ottawa and San Jose-
Phoenix.

Joe Sakic, who had three goals and
an assist in Colorado’s victories, had
only one shot in 22 minutes.

“It's agood thing we get back at it
right away and we don’t haveawhole
day tothink about it,” he said of play-
ing back-to-back games. “We haveto
bethe desperateteam.”

Ziggy Palffy scored twice, Jason
Allison had one goal and two assists
and Adam Deadmarsh added an assist
for the Kings, who are undefeated in
theirlast 12 gamesat StaplesCenterin
Denver.

“Therewas alot at stake,” Kings
coachAndy Murray said. “ Therewere
alot of peopletalking about a sweep.
We came out energized.”

TheKings, who havethreegoalsin
each game against Colorado, have
sevengoalsand nineassistsfromtheir
No. 1linesofar.

“That linewasthebest lineout there
on both teams and that’s why they
won,” Colorado coach Bob Hartley

said. “ Scoring in both periods gave
themlotsof lifeand got the crowd go-
ing. They werethe better team.”

LosAngelesgoaltender Felix Potvin
made 30 saves as the Kings were
outshot 31-18. They never had apower
play inthe game.

“Heplayedgreat for us, but wedon’t
want to put himinthat situationwhere
he' sgot tostop 30anight,” Deadmarsh
said. “That'satoughjobforagoalie.”

Colorado’s Patrick Roy made 15
saves, but gave up three goals for the
third consecutivegame. Hewaspullec
for anextraattacker with1 1/2 minutes
left.

“We should come out desperate in
every game of the playoffs,” Colo-
rado’s Adam Foote said. “But it
seemed likewecameout kind of play-
ing alittle hesitant.”

The Kings had no such problem.
They scored their first two goals less
than aminuteinto thefirst and second
periods, sending fanscaughtinconces-
sion lines scurrying back to watch re-
plays.

“We stepped up hard,” Palffy said.
“We always talk about it. We need &
goal inthefirst five minutes.”

Palffy gavetheKingsa1-0lead 19
secondsinto the gamewhen hetook &
passfrom Allison and beat Roy stick-
sideontheir first shot.

TheAvaanchedidn’t get their first
shot until six minutes in, but Brad
Larsen scored his first NHL playoff
goal ontheir second shot at 6:01 of the
first.

AllisongavetheKingsa2-1lead 43
seconds into the second period. Roy
kicked away a shot by Palffy before
Allison skated in and scored.

Allison returned the favor on Pal-
ffy’ssecond goal astheKingsled 3-1.
He sent a pass to Palffy, who scored
through Roy’slegs at 8:29 of the sec-
ond. Deadmarsh notched histhird as-
sist of the series.

Senators3, FlyersO

At Ottawa, Radek Bonk scored &
power-play goal 2:04 into the third
period and Patrick Lalimegot hissec-
ond straight shutout.

TheSenators, who haveallowed one
goal all series—noneinregulation—
returned hometotakea?2-1 serieslead.

Bonk fired ashot from the slot past
goalieRoman Cechmanek for thefirst
postseason goal of hiscareer.

Marian Hossa scored into an empty
net with 54.3 seconds left. At 19:50,
Daniel Alfredsson scored Ottawa's
second empty netter.

Lalime made 26 savesin hissecond
career playoff winand shutout. Hehas
allowed one goal on 83 shotsin the
series.

Colby Rec Dept.
Adult Co-ed
Softball Tournament

May 18th

$150 per team
Deadlineis
May 1st at 5 p.m.

Call 462-4440 for team

registration form
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