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commentary

from other pens...

Marble memorial
gives city a soft touch

Thedome of the Jefferson Memorial isthe pearl onthe capital’sho-
rizon, agently rising sphereof whitemarbl ethat softensthehard edges
of apoalitical city.

Thesetting on ashelf facing the Tidal Basinisluminousand serene,
even during the annual human invasion prompted by the blossoming
of thethousandsof Yoshino cherry treesthat havemadethesiteafloral
landmark for 90 years.

L ong sought by President FranklinD. Roosevelt, Jefferson’ smemo-
rial isonalineof sight withtheWhiteHousein aquintet of major struc-
turesthat definethe ceremonial heart of the city. With the Washington
Monument at theintersection on the National Mall, the othersare the
Capitol and theLincoln Memorial.

Former President Clinton hassaid hecouldwalk out ontothe Truman
Balcony from the White House family quarters, raiseapair of power-
ful binoculars and find himself looking directly into Jefferson’seyes.

Those vigilant eyes are part of sculptor Rudolph Evans' 16-foot
bronzestatue of Jeffersoninafur-collared greatcoat. Thestatuestands
beneaththecircular dome, surrounded by the Jeff erson quotationsthat
makethe memorial ashrineof wordsand ideasasmuch aspersonality.

TheseincludethesentenceRoosevelt quoted at thememorial’ sdedi-
cationonApril 13, 1942, the 200th anniversary of Jefferson’shirth: “I
have sworn on the altar of God, eternal hostility to every form of tyr-
anny over themind of man.”

The Jefferson Memorial was one of the last works of John Russell
Pope. He designed the National Archivesand the National Gallery of
Art. Initsclarity and simplicity it honors Jefferson’sown architectural
tastes and hisadmiration of the Pantheon, the domed and col onnaded
templetoall the Roman godserected by the Emperor Hadrian and still
standing after nearly 1,900 years.

Jefferson used the Pantheon form for the University of Virginia'sli-
brary andfor thedomeat Monticell o, hishomenear Charlottesville, Va.

Michael Graves, who won the 2001 gold medal of theAmerican In-
stituteof Architectsand waslauded for hisinnovativedesign of thescaf-
folding used during renovations on the Washington Monument, places
the Jefferson Memorial among hisfavoriteworks, incompany withthe
city of Rome and Jefferson’sdesign for the University of Virginia

Gravescalsthememoria “equal to the Pantheoninitsgreatness.”

No major Washington monument hasbeen constructed without dis-
puteand pain, andthesite, styleand si zeof thisonewereal | questioned.

throwback to adead past.

“A cadaver,” “apompous pile,” a“senile sham,” “an imitation of
imperial Rome” and “ Jefferson’s muffin,” were some of the words
hurled at it.

The greatest fuss was made by a group of women who feared con-
struction of the memoria would mean the destruction of thecity’sbe-
loved cherry trees. They chained themselves to the trees, vowing to
protect themagainst all comers. Theprotest subsided after it waspointed
out that while 171 of the 1,700 existing trees would be moved or de-
stroyed, 1,000 morewould be planted.

The debate had a political facet. Roosevelt had long wanted a me-
morial inthecapital to Jefferson, whowasafounder of the Democratic
Party aswell as a champion of liberty. FDR took a personal interest,
speaking not only at the 1943 dedication but at the groundbreaking
ceremony in 1938 and the laying of the cornerstonein 1939.

Theoutcomeof WorldWar I wasstill uncertaininthespring of 1943
when Roosevelt appeared at thememorial for thethirdtimeandenlisted
Jefferson in the struggle.

“He proved that the seeming eclipse of liberty can well becomethe
dawnof moreliberty,” thepresident said. “ Thosewhofight thetyranny
of our owntimewill cometolearnthat old lesson.”

EDITOR SNOTE: Lawrence L. Knutson hasreported on Congress, the
WhiteHouseand Washington'shistoryfor 34 year sfor The Associated Press.

Contemporary architects took the first swing, calling the design a
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THE NEW CHURCH...

POPE
Computer crashing — need mechanic

My computer at work crashesabout onceaday.

Every day, no exceptions.

You' dthink every onceinawhileitwould give
metime off for good behavior. | dways say good
morningtoitwhenl comeintheofficeinthemorn-
ing. | try not to treat it too roughly, and | always
turnit off properly whenl’ mready togoat theend
of theday —after saying goodbye, and thanking it
for al itshard work.

It doesn’'t do any good. The dumb thing still
freezes up on me, or the mouse will quit moving,
or some other thing.

Andof courseitdoesn't dieduringtheafternoon,
whenit'salittleslower inthenewsroom. Nope. It
wantsto break downwhen I’ m five minutes after
deadlinewith 10 minutes|eft to go.

Maybeit’s not just the computer, maybeit has
something to do with me. Every onceinawhilel
have to use one of the other computersin the of-
fice, and they seem to have a higher chance of
freezingup when |’ msitting at the desk than any-
body el se. They’ Il befinefor aweek, but theminute
| sit behind them —boom!

Somemorningswhen I’ mtrying to get my sec-
tionof thepaper out ontime, theofficecansit back
and watch mebouncefrom desk to desk, freezing
uponecomputer after another. | might thinkitwas

I’d like to offer an observation about mixed
marriages— amorning personshould never marry
anight person. Believeme, conflicting shiftsisthe
hardest part of any union. Thedifferencebetween
day people and night peopleislike... well, like
night and day. At the crack of dawn, the morning
personisbright-eyed and bushy-tailed, whilethe
night person is bleary-eyed and bushy-tongued.
But, intheweehours, MissusMerry Morning has
lapsed into deep hibernation on the couch and is
snoring so loudly, Mr. Night Owl can barely hear
hisinfomercials. Burning thecollectivecandleat
both ends can put a strain on any marriage, and
sadly, no amount of coffee can change aday per-
sonintoanight personorviceversa. Theonly way
tosaveoneof theseunnatural unionsisto concen-
trateontheafternoon, theonly quality timewhere
nobody’stired or cranky. So, | say get together for
aromantic candlelight lunch, slap on that song
“ Afternoon Delight” and let your biorhythms do
therest.

DVD ORNOT DVD

| picked up oneof those DVD playersonsalea
few weeks ago and the picture quality isamazing
— there are nose hairs out there I’ d never seen
before. Now, they make abig deal out of the“in-
teractive menus,” but | was working under the
impression that al menus were interactive, like
when you go into arestaurant and point to where
it says“steak,” it shows up alittle later and then
you eat it. Now that's interactive. OK, the steak
may comewiththingsl don’twant, likevegetabl es,
but sodoestheDVD. Like, say, theouttakes. These
arescenesof guyswho makeupwardsof thegross
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funny if it happened to someone else. Heck, ten
minutes after I’m donel might sit back and laugh
about it. But while I’'m in the midst of it, there's
nothing I'd like to do more than get areally big
dedgehammer and threeminutesal onewithacom-
puter inan enclosed room. Padded wallsoptional .

What seems amazing to meis that no one gets
really concerned when acomputer freezes up for
no reason. Just restart it, everyone says. If my car
died suddenly onceaday whilel wasdrivingdown
Main, | wouldn’tjust shrug my shouldersandturn
thekey; I’dwanttofind out what theproblemwas.

Why isthe standard so much lower for comput-
ersthanitisfor cars, or even vacuum cleaners? If
Hoovers just stopped working whenever they
wanted, people would stop buying them, and the
company would either havetofix theglitch, or go
under.

Computer people tell me that it's not the
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national product of Malaysia messing up their
lines. When I’'m getting paid to do ajob, | don’t
videotapemyself making mistakesandthencharge
peopletowatch. Thenthere' stheonel really can't
figure out: the del eted scenes. We all know these
thingswerecut outfor areason. | don’treally need
to see the Godfather slow-dancing with alawn
jockey, evenif it doeshel pexplainthewholehorse
head thing. I'll tell you thekind of extras|’d like
tosee— good acting, better storiesand moremov-
ieswheretheplot revolvesaroundariding mower.
TARGET PRACTICE

Whenit comesto advertising, middle-aged men
arebecoming alarger and larger target, bothindi-
vidually and asagroup. When you see any of the
following features, you can be sure the products
areaimed at guyslikeus:

— Relaxedfit

— Wrinkle-free

— Ultra-light

— Foolproof

— Non-flammable

— Guaranteed for life

FOREVER YOUNG

Just last week, | wasinthedrugstorepickingup

some deodorant - you know the kind, strong
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manufacturer’s fault. Software isn’t always com-
patible with other software. Different kinds of at-
tached hardware can interfere with the operation,
andabillion other thingscan conspireto shut down
afaultlesscomputer.

I’mnot surel buy it. If | goout and buy anair fil-
ter for my car, it doesn’t matter which brand | buy,
that filter should work. If I’ m not paying attention,
I might buy the wrong size, sure, but if it doesn’t
fit, I'll notice. | don’t have to worry about the air
filter interfering withmy muffler, or thefuel pump
conflicting with the axle.

I’m guessing that the smart guy who comes up
with acomputer which doesn’t stall isgoing to be
the next Rockefeller-Gates.

| can seeit. Future school children won't learn
aboutthe"early pioneers’ of computer technol ogy.
Bill who? Steve Jobs—who'sthat guy?IBM —isn’t
that atel ephone company?l mean, most kidstoday
think the Model-T wasthefirst car.

Instead they’ll learn about Tony, the auto me-
chanic from Brooklyn, who applied the principle
that amachinewhichdoesn’twork properly, doesn’t
work at all. The man who made acomputer which
actually runslikeit’s supposed to.

They’ll probably make him emperor or some-
thing. At least put up ashrine.

enough for aman and made for one, too. All of &
sudden, thismannequininalab coat comesto life
from behind the makeup counter and says to me,
“Excusemesir, but would you liketo try asampl e
of Adonis, anew skintreatment specifically formu-
lated to meet aman’ suniquemoistureneeds?’ I'm
like,“Miss, you havenoideawhat my uniqguemois-
tureneedsare.” Longstory short, | end up dropping
35 bucks on a shot glass-size bottle of margarine-
colored goo and feeling like aworld-class chump.
Onmy way out, | look back and seeanother guy with
adesperate look in his eye getting the same pitch
and reaching for hiswallet. Why arewefalling for
this stuff? Just so that when we're 90 people will
say, “ Gee, you don’t look aday over 85!” Maybe,
but I'll tell you what, the goo really works. Now,
my storm door hinges squeak with ayouthful con-
fidencethey never had before.

Quoteof theDay: “ Somemenarebornwith hu-
mility. Someachievehumility. Othershaveit thrust
uponthem.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALoveSory.” Watchfor thefeaturefilmRed
Green's' Duct TapeForever’ at atheater near you.

berry's world

THEY SAY THAT
MODERATE DRINKING
MAY WARD OFF
SOMETHING OR
OTHER,

/ WHATCHAMACALL IT?
YEM! ‘
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