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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Freedom of speech
tacing new attacks

Our librariesfind freedom under attack again. Asusual, it’sall for
agood cause.

Something calledthe Child I nternet ProtectionAct, passed by Con-
gress, requirespubliclibrariestoinstall pornography filter programs
on al their Internet connections by July. If the don’t, they will lose
al federal grantsand discounts.

Unlike state legislatures, which routinely givein to federal man-
dates, at least some of the nation’slibrariansareraising asquawk.

By natureand tradition, librarians are strong defenders of the Bill
of Rights, especially the First Amendment. They seeusing thenter-
net aspart of therights protected by that foremost clause of our Con-
stitution.

Theright of Americansto read what they want and think what they
want issacred to them, asit should beto all of us.

It’snot that the librarians are defending pornography or that they
want children to seeit. But filter programs are notoriously clumsy.
They operateonkey wordswhich canbecontainedinlegitimatetexts.
They can block accessto famousnovel sand bar all research on such
topicsas*breast cancer.”

Athinkingadult cantell thedifferencebetweenaclassicnovel with
afew dirty words and a porno home page, but these programs can-
not. Librarians are defending Americans right to read novels or re-
search topicsthat might include theword breast.

Librarians are, for the most part, not opposed to putting filterson
computersused by children. They figureitisnot abig deal for them
to missout on*Ulysses.”

Butthefederal law requiresfiltersonall computersat alibrary, and
librarians rightly balk at that. Fortunately for them, federal dollars
arenot abigdeal tolibraries. Most would lose only afew hundred or
afew thousand dollars. But thereisaprinciple at stake here, and li-
brarians are principled people.

The problem with the law is especially difficult at the Oberlinli-
brary, where there is currently only one computer for the public to
useonthelnternet. Itisshared by adultsand children.

We hope the librarians stick to their principles. It's refreshing to
seeagroup put right ahead of dollarsand stand uptothefederal steam-
roller.

Like many things done by Congress, thislaw passed becauseif a
member hadvoted* no,” someonewill say heor sheisinfavor of por-
nography. That’s not the case, but that’s how things go.

Thisisabadidea, though, and our librariansareright tofightit. —
Steve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel comes | etters from
readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include atelephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage letters, with phone num-
bers, by e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.
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' SOMEPAY ALL OF THIS WILL BE YOURS TQ CLEAN UP IF

CONGRESS DOESN'T MAKE POLLUTERS RESFPONSIBLE FOR PoLLUTION"

Pray for those who truly ‘hate’

It has always been inconceivable to me how
someonecansay they areaChristianandthenturn
around and say they hate someone.

Out hereinwestern Kansas, youruninto an oc-
casional hater, aperson sobitter and hopel essthey
really do hate someone or something. Most of us
arejust complainers. We don't like some things,
but we don’t hate them.

So, it'salwaysashock to runinto anest of hat-
ers.

Last month, many newspapersin the state re-
ceived a press rel ease from the Westboro Baptist
ChurchinTopeka. The message was hate.

The church is run by the Rev. Fred Phelps, a
name known and feared in the eastern part of the
State.

Mr. Phelps, adisbarred lawyer, and his church
haveoneagenda. They hatehomosexual sandwill
doanythingintheir power todestroy them— body
and soul.

The church’s web site is www.godhates-
fags.com. Church members picket anyone and

Cook book for those fighting

Everyone | know knows someonewho hashad
cancer.Atthepresenttimein TheDaily'sownsmall
world we have two people, Bill, one of the sales-
men and Betty’s husband, Ed. Betty worksin the
back for NorWest Papers. We all wish them well
intheir present health problems.

| found a cookbook specifically targeted for
people dealing with cancer. The book is called
“EatingWell Through Cancer” by Holly Cleggand
Gerald Miletello, M.D.

Thisbook addressesissueswhich occur during
and after treatment. It dealswith loss of appetite,
diarrhea, low whiteblood cell count and constipa-
tion. During periods of low white cell count, it
advises to avoid raw fruits, raw vegetable, raw
meat and raw seaf ood becausethey haveagreater
bacterial count.

Bananas, rice, applesauce and toast are good
foodsto start eating after diarrheahassubsided, the
book says. Nuts, beans and milk products may
aggravate diarrhea. Avoiding caffeine and hot or
spicy foods. Hereisarecipe aimed at those both-
ered by diarrhea.

Glazed Bananas

2 tablespoons margarine

1/4 cup light brown sugar

1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon

cynthia

anything they see as aiding homosexuals.

Their pressrel ease said they would bepicketing
the Kansas PressAssociation’sannual meetingin
Wichitabecause, “ God isnot mocked! God hates
fags! God hates Fag-enablers! Ero, God hatesthe
Kansasmedial”

I’ll goalongwith someof this. | don’t think God
should bemocked. After that, thesefolkslose me.

| don’t remember anything in the Bible about
God hating. | especially don’tremember Jesussay-
ingyoushouldhate. Infact, although my book may
bedifferent fromtheWestboro Baptist Bible, mine
says, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you and persecute

pat
schiefen

® postscript

1/4 cup orangejuice

3 firm bananas, peeled,split lengthwise and
halved

Inapan, heat margarine, brown sugar, cinnamon,
and orange juice until bubbly. Add banana slices
and cook for 5 minutes, turning as needed. Serve
immediately. Can be served over vanillayogurt.

Constipation can causeadecreaseinappetiteand
makesyoufeel bad. Muffinsmadewith prunejuice
instead of water can help. Fruit salads, vegetable
dishes, beans, grains, bread, fruit drinks, figs, rai-
sins, apples, brown rice, pudding and stewed
prunesarefoodswhich canhel peaseconstipation.

All Natural Laxative

1 1/4 cups unprocessed bran

1 cup prunejuice

1 tablespoon molasses or honey

1 cup applesauce

Mix and storein acovered container in the re-

Should have listened to expert

Tothe Editor:

After reading Tuesday, April 16, Goodland
Daily News, | was amused over what the city is
going thorough with this lousy trash system we
have.

It isthe present commissioners who are being
blamed, but theformer oneswho bought into this
present system?

State officials paid $400,000 to an engineer to
enlighten countiesand their elected officialsasto
theneedsregarding handling of trashinthefuture
to save our water supplies.

My husband and | talked with him and in his
conversation, he made the following statement:
“ Small townswould beway ahead by hiringalarge
trash company likeWaste M anagement or BFI, as
local el ected official sdo not have enough knowl-
edgetodothejob.”

Thatiswherewearetoday, andat toohighacost.

where to write
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® to the editor

| recycleand have suchasmall amount of trash.
| pay $22.50amonth or $150tothecounty and $120
tothecity, making yearly my total $270.

Browning-FerrisIndustriesofferedtodoit with
a10-year contract for $15 a month, which would
be$180for theyear. Wewouldnot havehadtobuild
anew dump, asthey would have hauled to theirs.

Another point | wouldliketomake: Why should
single househol ds pay the same asfour or morein
afamily?Isthisrealy fair?

Enid Whitman
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you.” — Matthew 5: 44.

Christianity was founded on the belief that God
islove.

Jeff Burkhead, theexecutivedirector of theKan-
sas Press A ssociation, had planned to take histwo
young daughtersto theannual meeting. Hesaid he
wasn't sure how to explain to them why anyone
would hatehimandwrite, asthe pressrel easefrom
Topeka did that, “He's certifiably demon-pos-

Mr. Burkhead, whose only sin seemsto be that
he works for the press association, was baffled as
to why anyone would hate him. They don’'t even
know him.

He finally did the only thing he could. He
shrugged his shoulders and went on with hislife,
explainingto hischildrenthat somepeoplearehat-
ersand they usereligion for their own ends.

| guess the only thing we can do for Mr. Phelps
and hispatheticfollowersispray for themand hope
that the love of God, which passesall understand-
ing, may seepintotheir heartsandreplacethehate.

cancer, others

frigerator for up to seven days. Stir before taking.
Taketwo tablespoons every night as needed.

If twotablespoonscausediarrhea, takeone. If twe
arenot enough, you canincreaseit to three or four
tablespoons. The high fiber content draws water
into the colon, softening your stool and aiding in
bowel movements. Alwaysdrink fluidstoincrease
the effectiveness of fiber.

Thiscookbook also hasrecipesfor everyone. This
recipeisachangefromregular salsarecipes.

Strawberry Salsa

2 cupsstrawberries

1/2 cup chopped green bell peppers

2 tablespoons chopped red onion

2 tablespoons chopped parsley

2 tablespoons raspberry vinegar

1 tablespoon canoladail

1 tablespoon honey

Dash of hot pepper sauce, optional

Torillachips

In abowl, combine strawberries, green pepper,
onions, and parsley. In a separate bowl, combine
vinegar, oil, honey and hot sauice. Tosswith straw-
berry mixture. Cover andrefrigeratefor twohours.
Servewith tortillachips.

Best wishestoeveronedealingwith cancer. This
book isavailable at Knott Just Books.
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