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commentary

from other pens...

\oice of America
spreads U.S. message

Newton Minow, aformer chairman of the Federal Communications
Commission, complained not long ago that VVoi ce of America broad-
caststotheMiddleEast weresoineffectual they amountedto“ barely a
whisper.”

“Virtually noonelistens,” hesaid.

That may bechangingwiththeadvent of Voice Of America sMiddle
East Radio Network, whichwent ontheair March 23 with theavowed
aim of getting the ear of Arabsfrom Morocco to Oman.

TheAM-FM stationisknownintheregion as*“Radio Sawa,” which
means “ Radio Together” in Arabic. Through the use of modern mar-
keting techniques, Sawaseekstolurethe majority younger popul ation
of theregionwithmusicwhileal so giving themnewsthat doesn’t sound
much liketheanti-Americantiradesthey’ reaccustomedto hearingon
Arab stations.

The music features American favorites such as Jennifer Lopez and
the Back Street Boys— and Arab pop starsfrom Egypt, L ebanon and
other countries.

“Musicisatool,” says Norman Pattiz, amember of the Broadcast-
ing Board of Governors, the government entity that overseesU.S. for-
eignbroadcast operations. Thetarget audienceis25and under. Thebest
way to reachthemiswith music.”

If music isthe bait, the main dish for listeners, asthe U.S. govern-
ment seesit, istheairing of U.S. policy. When Secretary of StateColin
Powell wastravelingthroughtheMiddle East | ast week, Sawafansgot
to hear hiswordsjust minutes after he spokethem.

Next week, Sawawill begin broadcasting policy programs, editori-
alsand reviewsand critiques of Arab pressreports.

Sawaisontheair 24 hoursaday, muchlikeAl-Jazeera, aQatar-based
satellite TV channel that isthe main source of newsintheArabworld.
Minow callsAl-Jazeerathefavored newsoutl et of terrorist mastermind
Osamabin L aden and Afghanistan’s deposed Taliban.

Planning for Sawa started well before the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
From the American perspective, its debut came at a fortuitous time,
giventhedeclinein American standing inthe Arab world.

Demonstrations against both | srael and the United States have been
on the increase amid intensified fighting between Israglis and Pales-
tinians.

Sawaal soisreinforcingtheadministration’spost-Sept. 11 stand that
thewar on terrorismisnot directed at Muslims.

A quote from President Bush heard on Sawa: “We're not fighting
against1slam, we' refightingagainst terrorists. Thosewho commit evil
inthe name of Allah, blasphemeAllah.”

WooingA rab publicopinionhasbeenaadministration objectivesince
American bombs began dropping on Afghanistan in early October.

Officials consulted advertising executives and other expertsto de-
vise ways to get America's message across. Toward that end, Powell
and other officials made frequent use of al-Jazeera.

Pattiz, founder and chairman of Westwood One, America's largest
radionetwork, believesdissemination of themessage shouldbeanall-
day, everyday challenge.

When Pattiz took his seat on the board in November 2000, Voice Of
America sArabicservicewasmostly ashort waveoperation. Pattizsaid
the signal emanating from aMediterraneanisland was audible mostly
inthe eveningsin coastal regions. He described the effort asanemic.

Based on his business career, Pattiz saysit’s always best to
“underpromise and overdeliver.”

His exuberance for his new project isunbridled as he contemplates
al those young Arabsdialing up Radio Sawa.

“Wearegoing from almost zero to creating something | believe can
havetremendousimpact inlessthanayear,” he says.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

B

i Steve Haynes, President

- l"' Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page
’? | ) 2002
2017 02 - ; . . OC
e Rachel Miscall, Managing Editor [

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Doug Stephens, Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor Skilar Boland, Reporter
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales
James Schiefen, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Leslie Carroll Lana Westfahl

nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congress of March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editoria e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:
The Sherman

County Herald

SHERMAN, COUNTY

" STHR

Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

scaserer N 2
WHeN TeRRoRiISM
Has GiveN us

aLL THis?

Bosses, not babies, at 1ssue

| felt1 had dlippedintoawormholethat dumped
me back in 1972. Last week’s Time magazine
cover carried ablack-and-red banner headline, as
if promoting an upcoming LasVegasfight: “Ba-
biesvs. Career.”

Thiswasfollowed by theremarkabl e sub-head-
line: “Which should come first for women who
want both? The harsh facts about fertility.”

The harsh facts about fertility? How about the
harsh facts about the workplace?

TheTimestory isatake-off oneconomist Sylvia
Ann Hewlett’sintriguing new book, “Creating a
Life: Professional Women andthe Quest for Chil-
dren.” Hewlett conducted anationwidesurvey that
reinforced previous studies and first-hand obser-
vationsin our own offices: Thehigher awoman’s
position in acorporation, the lesslikely it is that
sheisto havechildren.

Among 40-year-old professionals earning
$100,000 ayear or more, for example, 49 percent
of women had no children compared to just 19
percent of men.

Hewlett’s book is awide-ranging examination
of the phenomenon, but the message emerging
fromthe media, from“60 Minutes” to every ma-
jor newspaper in the country, isthat women have
(onceagain) madebad choicesintheirlives. They
areguilty of hubrisfor counting on fertility tech-
nology tomakethemmothersinmiddleage. They
messed up by waiting too long, and now they’re
sad and regretful.

You know why so many high-achievingwomen
have no children? It isn’t their bodies that have
betrayed them, but their bosses.

Herewe arein the year 2002, and the United

® commentary

Statesremainsthe most backward of theindustri-
alized nationsin fostering balance between fam-
ily and work. In 21st-century America, aplace of
gaudy reverence for family values, we still see
child-rearing asanindividual problemrather than
asocietal one.

“1t'sheen morethan acentury sincewe' vehada
national-policy discussionabout society’ srespon-
sibility inraisingitschildren,” said UC Berkeley
Dean of the Graduate Division Mary Ann Mason,
referring to the establishment of public schoolsin
thelate 1800s.

Mason recently completed a study of men and
women who became parents within five years of
earning their doctorate degrees in the sciences.
After 12to 14 yearsinacademia, 24 percent fewer
of thewomen at four-year universitiesearned ten-
ureascompared to themen. Inthehumanitiesand
social sciences, thegap is 20 percent.

Viewed from another angle, 12to 14 yearsafter
earning doctorates, 62 percent of women who
achievetenureinthehumanitiesandsocial sciences
and 50 percent of thewomeninthesciencesdonot
have children.

“Weseem stuck ontheideathat weonly provide
help and careto the poor, that everyone'son their
ownwhen it comestoraising children,” said Ma-

son.“We'renot only makingitdifficulttoraisecivic
citizens, but what anincredibleloss of social capi-
tal (when so many women haveto leavethework-
place when they become mothers).”

Inastudy several yearsago of womenwhogradu-
ated with an MBA from Harvard University be-
tween 1971 and 1981, 25 percent had | eft thework-
place entirely by the 1990s. In another study, re-
searcherslooked at maleandfemaleM BAswho had
risen to within three levels of the CEO position.
They foundthat 84 percent of themen had children
compared to just 49 percent of the women.

In many other countries, women don’t have to
choose between their children and their careers.
Throughout much of Europe, mothersreceivemost
of their salary during their child'sfirst year of life.
Until thechildis8, parentsin Sweden haveastatu-
tory right to work an 80-percent schedule. In the
Netherlands, workers have the right to afour-day
week. In most of these countries, the government
subsidizes childcare.

Instead of talking about fertility, let’ stalk (finally)
about transforming theworkplace. If women could
become mothersin their 20sand 30swithout risk-
ingtheir careers, they wouldn’t bewaiting until their
40s. Butthey need maternity leave. They needflex-
iblehoursfor school meetingsand homework. They
need help with childcare. They need the option of
part-timework with pro-rated benefits.

In other words, women don’t need the next gen-
erationinfertility drugs but the next generationin
workplacelegidation.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.

Must find new ways to let Congress know wishes

Forget what you’ ve alwaysbeentold.

Don’t writeyour congressman.

Not if youwant your messageto beread before
the vote on whatever you' re so excited about.

Noonelikestoadmitit, but morethansix months
after the Sept. 11 attacks, half ayear after thefirst
anthrax letter, Congressisn't getting its mail. At
least, not intimeto do anything withit.

Travis Murphy, press secretary for Rep. Jerry
Moran, saysaidesaretelling peopletocall, fax or
e-mail their messages. It’shurting the Postal Ser-
vice, but Congresswill deal withthe postal deficit
when it comesaround.

Everything that comes into the congressional
office buildings has to be diverted for treatment,
chemicalsor radiation, sincetheanthrax scare. In
Washington, it'sno joke.

Mr. Murphy says the mail does come through
eventually, but staffersgenerally aretelling people
to bypassthe post office.

In Sen. Pat Roberts' office, they have asample
“treated” |etter posted onthewall. Itlooksasif it
had been toasted.

Fortunately, visitorsdon't havetogothroughthe
sametreatment. Security at thedoorsistighter than
before, though, and the tunnels connecting the
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office buildings and the Capitol are closed, even
to members. Your senator has to walk acrossthe
street just like everyoneelse.

Leroy Towns, administrative assistant to Sen.
Roberts, says they sometimes have people send
overnight packagestoastaffer’shome. Sincethese
comefrom aknown source, no oneistooworried
about them.

In the Hart Building, where both Kansas sena-
torshavetheir offices, thereisasenseof normalcy
now. After months of working in rented space or
at home, communi cating by e-mail and cell phone,
thestaffsareback intheanthrax-tainted building.
Back tothegovernment phonesand shinny marble
columns.

Lookingaround, you’ d never know they’ dbeen
gone. Actually you feel pretty safe in the Hart
building, considering all the chlorine that’s been
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pumpedintoit.

A visitor, looking up and down the grand lobby,
wonderedwho cameintowater thepottedfigswhile
thebuilding wasclosed. Maybegardenersinmoon
suits.

Thetreesarefinenow. Theofficeslook asthough
they’vebeeninuseall along. Thefrisk at the door
isnothing morethan ordinary these days.

But things aren’t quite back to normal, not yet,
andit may beawhilebefore Congressgetsitsmail
ontime.

If youneedtoget through, herearesomecontacts:

* Sen. Pat Roberts, phone (202) 224-4774, fax
(202) 224-3514, e-mail, http://www.senate.gov/
~roberts/email.htm

* Sen. Sam Brownback, phone: (202) 224-6521,
fax (202) 228-1265, e-mail, http://mww.senate.gov/
~brownback/email.htm

* Rep. Jerry Moran, phone (202) 225-2715, fax
(202) 225-5124, e-mail jerry.moran@mail.-
house.gov or http://www.house.gov.
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