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‘Judge Rope’ Did a Good Job

| B-year-old schoolgirl,

.' sounty jail The tres from which he was hagged Is shown in left pleture,
ﬁﬂuﬂt?. Eangas, where the assault took place. | He is holding the rope unad

SLANT OF THE TIMES The Denver Postln 1932 ran this captlon for which Rlchard Read was lynched. The photo appears with the start o
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in mat:rn Es.nm early Mnndnr when an avenging mob lynched
Richard Read, confessed attacker and killer of Dorothy Hunter,
He was hanged from 4 tree on the Ed Lymann ranch, after being taken by forcs from the 8t, Francis, Kan,,
At the right is Bheriff G. C. Jennings of Rawlins
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the picture of Rawlins County Sheriff G.C. Jennings holding the rope with  the story on Page 1A.

Lynching was last In state’s history

JUDGE ROPE, from Page 1

was confused, and not sure where the
body was, William McGinley wrote.

Thebody wasn’t found until thefol -
lowingday. Therearetwo storiesabout
how it was found. Mr. Read remem-
bered andtoldwhereshewas, William
McGinley wrote | ater, but newspaper
and personal accounts say she was
found by asearch party andthey called
officers.

Mr. Zodrow said hethinksthe body
was found by Albert Hays and hisfa-
ther, Leo Zodrow. The two men had
gone to move the haystack, he said.
Dorothy hadaholein her head, hesaid,
and she apparently was killed with a
subsoiler of alister whichMr. Read had
in his car. That was confirmed by an
articleintheSaint FrancisHerald. The
murder weapon wasactually aplanter
and tillage attachment. A lister wasa
planter and the subsoiler actually
breaksthe soil.

In 1990, Elmer Carlson donated the
murder weapon, whichwasstill onhis
family’sfarm, totheAtwood Museum.

There is some discrepancy as to
wherethebody wasfound. Articlesin
the McCook Gazette and The Oberlin
Herald said the body was found on
Victor Carlson’s farm, southwest of
Herndon near Achilles. Mr. Zodrow
thought thebody wasfound on or near
hisfamily’sfarm.

Authorities were called to the site,
saildMr. Zodrow, andit wasconfirmed
that it was her body. There were quite
a few sheriff’s deputies and lots of
other people who came to check the
body, herecalls.

Wesley and Eulaine Benda, both 12
at thetime, grew up inthe areawhere
Dorothy wasfound. They saidthey re-
member alittle about that day.

Mr. Bendasaidit wasthelast day of
school and thestudentswent onan out-
ing to Atwood L ake. Ontheway back
to the school house, thetruck stopped
becausethey saw ablanketandchild's
clothesonthesideof theroad. Hesaid
an adult picked uptheclothesand took
themback totheschool. That morning,
hesaid, they had heard alittlegirl was
missing from Selden. Mr. Benda said
he didn’t know if the clothes had any
connection to the case.

Mrs. Benda said she can remember
her father was so excited to see a car
just aquarter mile north of the house.
There wasn't much traffic then. Dor-
othy wasfoundjust alittleover amile
from where Mrs. Bendagrew up.

Onetime, Mr. Bendasaid, he asked
hisfather whowouldtakeaman out of
jail and hang him. Hisfather told him
it was better not to ask.

Mr. Zodrow said after Dorothy was
found, people from Selden and
Rexford weremad and they wanted to
gogetMr. Read out of jail that day. The
defendant was sent to the Thomas
County jail until histrial, then moved
quietly to St. Francis. Asit turned out,
peopledidn’t want to wait.

The Saint Francis Herald reported
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AT THE CHEYENNE COUNTY JAIL, Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring opened
the cell where Richard Read was held. An original, it still has the combi-
nation lock that newspaper accounts said had to be opened to get Read

out of the jail.

that authorities had hoped to keep the
prisoner’ swhereaboutssecret because
they feared mob violence from the
start.

Mr. Read was moved to the jail in
Cheyenne County for protection after
peoplefound out that hewasin Colby.
About 8:45 p.m. that day, the Rawlins
County sheriff called Cheyenne
County Sheriff A.A. Bacon to warn
him that a mob was looking for Mr.
Read and heading toward hisjail.

The paper said that Sheriff Bacon
and his deputy decided to take Mr.
Read out of jail into the country and
hidehimuntil themobeft, thenreturn
him to the cell, but they weretoo late.
They went for gasoline, andwhenthey
got back, the mob was already at the
courthouse. Themen detainedthesher-
iff and searched himfor hiskeys, then
opened the courthouse.

Thejail onthefourthfloor wasopen,
but the cell had acombinationlock on
it, thepaper said. Themob commanded
the sheriff to open thelock.

“When heresisted, hewas pokedin
theback withacoupleof coldandhard
instruments, which he stateswere re-
volvers, and after studying the propo-
sition over he decided that under the
circumstancestherewasnothingtodo
but to comply with their orders,” said
thearticle.

Photo by Karen Krien/The Saint Francis Herald

Mr. Read was placed in an unplated
car as County Attorney Fred Rueb ar-
rivedto pleadwiththecrowdtoletthe
law takeitscourse. Inno mood to lis-
ten, the mob took the sheriff, deputy
and county attorney with them, al-
though they were later set free near
McDonald.

Mr. Zodrow said that on their way
back east, the mob stopped, tied Mr.
Read with barbwire and dragged him
up and down Main Street in Atwood.
Noneof the papersreportedthis, how-
ever, and the lynching siteis between
St. Francisand Atwood.

East of McDonald about threemiles,
the papers said, the mob turned south,
driving down to the Beaver Creek.
They hanged Mr. Read on atreeat the
Ed Lyman ranch along the creek. The
paper said the mob took the highway
toabout threemileseast of McDonald,
near the ranch. That is where the
Rawlins County sheriff, coroner and
othersfound him.

Anarticleinthe Atwood Citizen Pa-
triot, a paper which formerly served
RawlinsCounty, saidthemobintended
totakeMr. ReadtowhereDorothy was
found, but therewasno tree. That site
ismileseast of wherethelynchingtook
place, however.

Afewyearsago, theAtwood Histori-
cal Society received aletter fromWil-

—_——

liam Thomas, who was 86 at thetime
and living in Delta, Colo. The man
wrote that what newspapers printed
about the lynching was true and he
knew that because he wasthere.

Mr. Thomas said he was one of the
menwho hel ped carry Mr. Read out of
the Cheyenne County Jail and put him
inhiscar. Themobdidn’t useany guns
togettheprisoner, heclaimed. A large
Russian man pinnedthesheriff’sarms
andtook hiskeysandgunfromhimand
they unlocked the cell. However, the
cell today still has the combination
lock, thoughitisn’t used anymore.

HesaildMr. Read wastakentoacot-
tonwood tree six miles east and two
miles south of McDonald on the
middle Beaver Creek on what was
known as the Ed Lyman Ranch and
now isowned by Bob Binning.

Themobtied Mr. Read’shandsand
feetwithwire, droppedthenooseover
hisneck andthrew theother end of the
treelimbandtied it to afencepost, he
said. They left him hangingonthetree.

TheHoxie Sentinel gaveanother ac-
count, however, saying that Mr. Read
was taken to a spot near Achilles,
southeast of Atwood on Sappa Creek,
near where Dorothy had been found,
had a heavy noose put over his head
andwasaskedif hehadanythingtosay.

“Boys,” said Mr. Read, “you have
theright man. | didit, but | wasdrunk
at thetime.”

Witnesses said that just before he
was lynched, he added, “| knew you
were going to hang me.”

All the articles agree that his hands
and feet were bound with rope or wire
when hewasfound.

Mr. Read had spent sometimein a
prison in Colorado, according to the
stories, for kidnapping and raping a
younggirl there, although hedidn’ tkill
her. When Mr. Read wasfirst foundin
Burlington after attacking and raping
ayoung girl, he barely escaped being
lynched. Around 150 people, accord-
ing to The Denver Post, wanted to
lynch the man but some of the calmer
people convinced the othersto let the
sheriff arrest him and he was sent to
prison. Hepleaded guilty at atrial and
was sentenced to 15 to 20 yearsin
prison, but because of Colorado’sgood
time law he was paroled after serving
only six years. He shortly moved in
with his parents outside of Rexford.

Mr. Zodrow said heknew Mr. Read
when hewasakid. Asachild, hesaid,
he didn’t talk about the whole ordeal
much, but ashegot older hegaveacur-
rent eventstalk onit at school and that
started sometalk about it again.

Dorothy’s parents later left the
Selden area, but he said heisn't sure
wherethey went.

A conspiracy of silence kept state
authoritiesfrom ever punishing any of
thehangmen. Eventoday, Mr. Zodrow
won't talk about who wasin the mab,
thoughmost of themarelonggone. He
sayssomeof themwereneighborsand
he didn’t want to cause any problems
for their families.

Silence protected members of lynch mob

Despite embarrassed governor,
no one was ever brought to justice

ThelastlynchinginKansasdrewthe
ire of state officials, who vowed to
prosecuteandjail membersof themob.

Gov. Harry Woodring had been in
Atwood the day of the lynching, ac
cording The Saint FrancisHerald, al-
though Elmer Zodrow, who remem-
bers the event, thought the governor
arrived the next day. The paper re-
portedthat Gov. Woodring had been at-
tending a gathering at the American
Legion Post in Atwood and staying at
the home of Mayor Homer Bastian.

Theday after thelynching, Attorney
General Roland Boyntonwascalledto
theareatoopenaninvestigation. There
isnofiletoday at theattorney genera’s
office or in the Rawlins County court
clerk’ <officeto show what tran<nired

Once asomewhat common part of
frontier justice, lynching had all but
disappeared in Kansas. There had not
been a case of mob justice like this
since 1920, when Albert Evans was
hangedin Mulberry after hewasiden-
tified as the attacker of a 15-year-old
girl. Report identified himasaNegro.

Nineteenlynchingswererecordedin
Kansas history, amost asmany asthe
twodozenmenthestatehanged|legally
over the course of acentury.

Theaovernor wholater becamesec-

retary of war under President Franklin
Roosevelt, apparently was embar-
rassed by the lawlessness right under
hisnose. Hevowed that theleaders of
the mob and those involved would be
“punished if evidence can be secured
finding them.”

While in the area, Gov. Woodring
reinstated Cheyenne County Sheriff
A.A. Bacon, who under state law had
forfeited hisofficeduetothelynching.
According to the law, a sheriff had to
beremoved from officeif a mob took

a prisoner from his custody and
lynched the prisoner.

The law also said that if the sheriff
petitionedthegovernor within 10 days
andevidencewasproducedto show he
wasnot at fault, hecould bereinstated

AnarticleinTheSaint FrancisHer-
ald said that “a petition was hurriedly
circulatedin CheyenneCounty andlib-
erally signed asking the governor to
makethisreinstatement and witnesses
werecalledto substantiatetheclaim of
thesheriff that hewaspowerlessbefore
the onslaught of the mob.”

Hewasreinstated by the governor.

Although the attorney general and
governor lookedfor peopleinthemab,
no one ever talked. To thisday, there
have heen no arrecte

Thefollowing obituary wasprint-
edin TheHoxie Sentinel in 1932 &f -
ter Dorothy Hunter was raped and
murdered by a man who was | ater
lynched by amab:

Dorothy Eileen Hunter was born
March 11, 1924, and was called
hometo God April 15, 1932, at the
age of eight years, one month, and
four days.

She met her death at the hands of
acruel fiend who had no thought of
little Dorothy or the broken hearted
mother and father. But, thanks to
God, sheisfar from pain, fear, or
harm of cruel hands.

Sheleavestomourn her death, her
loving mother and father, her sister,
Alice, and two brothers, Doyle, 6
and Dale, 4; two grandparents, 11
unclesand 14 aunts, all of thiscom-
munity, except Mr.andMrs.William
R. Hunter of California, and many
cousinsand ahost of friends.

Little Dorothy enjoyed the Sun-
day school and wasafaithful atten-
dant, alwaystaking partinprograms
and class. She attended the third

IN THE OLDER PART of the Hoxie Cemetery is Dorothy Hunter’s
headstone. She was kidnapped and killed atage 8. Her parents are
buried next to her, although they died years later.

Thousands mourned
an innocent little girl

grade in the Selden school and was
last seen at school Thursday after-
noon. Shewasaloving daughter and
sister and her little voice shall be
missed at home, school and church.

A bud of beauty nipped by death;

Oh no, but upward borne,

Wherenorudewind nor poisoned
breath

Can blast a flower of paradise.

Articlesinareapaperssay that the
Selden school was packed with as
many as 4,000 mourners for Doro-
thy’sfuneral, with 2,000 or sopeople
outside.

Pallbearersfor Dorothy were her
12 classmates, six boysandsix girls.
Shewaslaid torest in the cemetery
just north of Hoxie.

DeloresZodrow said sheremem-
bers going to the funeral asachild
andthought therewasapl aquededi-
cated to the young girl in the old
Selden school.

If so, it isn't hanging today. The
original school burned down and
thereisnosign of aplaqueat theone
whichreplacedit.

DOROTHY HUNTER IS third from right in a picture taken shortly
before she was killed with sister Alice, 9; brother Doyle, 6; and her
youngest brother, Dale, 4. Denver Post photo/Rawlins County Museum
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DIGITAL

The Panic
Room

R: Violence, language.
www.goodlandnet.com/movies

Bring this AD to the
theatre for $1 OFF on a

large popcorn & 2 med.

Fri. & Sat.: 6:50 & 9:00 p.m.
Sun. - Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
No Sunday Matinee April 28

Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!

l Sherman l
1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

drinks
EXP. 12/31/02

CONTRACT MOWER WANTED

The City of Goodland is accepting bids for contract
mowing services for the 2002 season Interested indi-
viduals must be at least 18 years of age and carry a
minimum of $100,000.00 in liability insurance. The
individual must be able to work on an as needed basis
with the City when contacted to mow specific proper-
ties. Please submit your bid to the Building Inspector’s
Office at City Hall, 204 West 11th Street, by May 17,
2002 at 10:00 a.m. Bids should be based on an hourly
wage, Bidswill be opened on. May 17, 2002 at 11:00
am. The City of Goodland isan E.O.E.

Internet tonight! 899-2338




