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commentary

from other pens...

Union Station,
a door to the capital

Union Station opened in 1908 asamonumental gateway to acapital
just beginning to find itsway onto theworld stage.

For morethan half acentury railroads brought theworld to Washing-
ton; theworld spilled into the city through the triple arches of astation
intended by itsdesignersto stampthecity withthemark of imperial Rome.

Union Station’s construction north of the Capital allowed removal
of thetracksand trainsand the old rail station that had scarred the Na-
tional Mall for decades. Remova made possibletheambiti ousreshap-
ing of thecity’sceremonial coreinthefirst decadesof the20th century.

Atitsearly zenith, Union Station was a place of amillion stories, a
railroad pal acethat witnessed thearrival sand departures of presidents
and kings, of tourists eager to see government at work, of the bureau-
cratsandlawmakerswho staffedit and protestersstrai ningto denounce
all of theabove.

While presidents had their own private quarters, most passengers
arrived and departed by walking past a platoon of stone warriors on
guard just below the coffered, gilded and barrel-vaulted ceiling of the
mammoth waiting room.

Standing onthebroad plazaoutside, tour guidespointed out thestat-
ues dedicated to Fire, Electricity, Freedom and Imagination. People
approaching the station could read the lofty inscriptions cut into the
granitewall, including thisone:

“Hethat would bring home the wealth of the Indies must carry the
wealth of theIndieswith him. Soitisintraveling— aman must carry
knowledgewith him if hewould bring home knowledge.”

It is Union Station where Jimmy Stewart, playing wide-eyed Sen.
Jefferson SmithinFrank Capra'sclassic1939movie, “ Mr. Smith Goes
toWashington,” arrivesfromtheheartland, spiesthe Capitol domeand,
eluding his cynical handlers, sets out anong the monuments to give
idealism agood name.

But by the 1960s, after alast great surgeintrain travel during World
War 1, the steam-whistle age of the passenger railroad yielded to the
speed of jet aircraft and thehum of carsonthenew I nterstateHighway.

Giant railroad stations were suddenly obsolete. Union Station, de-
signed by architect Daniel Burnham asthe foundation stone of aclas-
sically beautiful city, becamean expensivewhiteel ephant whose most
likely future appeared to be demolition by neglect.

Railroads slashed schedul es and began to bulldoze stationsthat had
oncebeentheir pride. Peopl ebegan calling Union Stationamausoleum,
aquiet catacomb, a“ depressing cavernwhere peoplenolonger come.”

Searchingfor afuturefor ahistoricbuilding many peoplestill loved,
thegovernment stumbledinto ablind alley: Thestation wasconverted
intoanational visitors center, aheadquartersfor the cel ebration of the
1976 Bicentennial, the 200th anniversary of Americanindependence.

Key to making it work was construction of abusand auto garage be-
hindthestation. But themoney never flowed and parking never materi-
alized. Littlewas spent on the repairs needed on the structureitself.

The center’s chief featurewas avisual orientation center excavated
inthefloor of thewaiting room. Dubbed“thepit,” it permitted visitors
to descend into semidarknessto view aslide show of thecity’ssights,
including the Capitol dome, which they could seeby walking outside.

The visitors center had few visitors. Therail station was exiled in
unglamorous quartersalong walk down the tracks.

The*pit” closed in 1979, the visitors center three years later. By then,
water was cascading through leaksin theroof, dislodging chunks of plas-
ter. Amtrak passengerswereshuntedtotheir trainsthroughaplywood maze.

Union Station rose again in the 1980s, itsrevival atale of aprivate-
public enterprise, of repair and careful restoration. Whenit reopenedin
1988it had shopsand restaurants, afood court and anine-screen theater.

Itwasstill arailway station.And againit wasagateway toacapital city.

EDITOR SNOTE: Lawrence L. Knutson has reported on Congress,
theWhiteHouse and Washington for The Associated Pressfor 34 years.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

B

i Steve Haynes, President

- l"' Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page
’? | ) 2002
2017 02 - ; . . OC
e Rachel Miscall, Managing Editor [

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Doug Stephens, Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales
James Schiefen, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Leslie Carroll Lana Westfahl

nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congress of March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editoria e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:
The Sherman

County Herald

SHERMAN, COUNTY

" STHR

Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

i

“"I DON'T THINK THE SECRETARY WANTS

L NS

— |
T0 GO BACK..”

Warm weather ignites grilling fever

Marinadesandrubsadd differing flavorsto beef
for thegrill.

Marinadesareseasoned |liquid mixturesthat add
flavor and can hel p tenderize meat. To tenderize,
amarinademust containanacidicingredient such
aslemon juice, yogurt, wineor vinegar.

Theless-tender cuts of beef, whichincludetop
round, eyeround, chuck shoulder, skirt and flank
steak can be marinated to enhance tenderness.
Tender cuts can be marinated for flavor. When
marinating for flavor, you need 15 minutestotwo
hours. To marinate for tenderness, you will need
six hours or more. If meat is marinated over 24
hours, it can have amushy surfacetexture.

Always marinate in the refrigerator, never at
room temperature, or bacteria can grow in the
mixture. Be sureto useaplastic or glassdish, not
metal, as acids can disolve metals. Turn meat oc-
casionally so both sidesaremarinated. Allow 1/4
to 1/2 cupmarinadefor each 1to 2 poundsof beef.

Here are somerecipes:

Teriyaki marinade

1/2 cup soy sauce

1 clovegarlic, minced

2 tablespoon brown sugar

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

2 tablespoon worcestershire sauce

1 tablespoon lemon juice

Combine and mix well

Southwester n marinade

1/4 cup prepared salsa

2 tablespoon chopped cilantro

2 tablespoon limejuice

Conditions ripe

TOPEKA—Longlegidativewrap-upsessions
arealittleliketornadoes: Peoplewho' ve studied
themfor yearsknow whenatmosphericconditions
areperfectforthembut can’t predict exactly when
they will occur.

Theair under the Statehousedomethesedaysis
roilingwithbudget andtaxissues. L egislatorsmust
cover a$700 million gap between expected rev-
enues and spending required under state and fed-
eral law. Many believetax increasesarenecessary
to eliminate the shortfall.

That turbulencehascreated theright conditions
for arecord-long wrap-up — and perhaps even a
special session later.

The Legislature is scheduled to reconvene
Wednesday after its annual two-week recess.
Many members are pessimistic about how long
they’ll remainin session.

“My guessisthat you’' relooking at twotothree
weeks,” said Rep. Rocky Nichols, D-Topeka, the
ranking House Democrat on budget issues.

Traditiondictatesa90-day session, but thestate
constitution doesn’t require it. The constitution
placesnorestrictionson sessionsin odd-numbered
years, andineven-numberedyears, legidatorscan
go longer than the 90 days specified by passing a
resolution — and already havethisyear.

Thewrap-upistheunknown. L egislatorsbegan
schedulingthemin 1969, taking atwo-week recess
togivetheir staff timeto processbillsandthegov-
ernor timeto consider them.

Thetheory wasthat lawmakerswould returnto
Topekafor aday or two, consider vetoesand pass
onelast bill totakecareof any looseendswiththe
budget. They al so started setting asideanother day
inlate May or early Junefor abrief adjournment
ceremony.

Over time, though, thewrap-up hasbecomethe
most critical part of thelegislative session, when
the biggest and toughest issues are resol ved.

Lastyear’ swrap-upwasarecordat 13daysand
extended the 2001 sessionto 98 days. Thelongest
session ever, in 1991, lasted 103 days, witha 12-
day wrap-up and businessontheday set asidefor
adjournment.

Thetarget datefor finishingisMay 11, because
lawmakers have set their adjournment ceremony
for May 31. They liketo givetheir staff 10 daysto
process hills, and the constitution gives the gov-
ernor 10 daysto review any legislation.

Butleadershipai desacknowledgethat | awmak-
ers can cheat afew days on processing time and
still have a chance to consider gubernatorial ve-
toeson May 31, if necessary.

Gov. Bill Graveshasbeen pessimistic, suggest-
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1 tablespoon vegetable oil

| clovegarlic, minced

1/4 teaspoon ground cumin
Combineall ingredientsand stir well

Rubsareblendsof herbs, peppers, spicesor sea
sonings that are blended to add flavor by coating
thesurfaceof themeat. Somerubstaketheform of
apaste by including oil or crushed garlic or other
liquids. They canbeappliedjust beforegrilling or
roasting.

Southwestern Rub

11/2 teaspoons chili powder

1 teaspoon garlic powder

1/2 teaspoon dried oregano leaves, crushed

1/4teaspoon ground cumin

Combinetheingredients. Useonsirloin, T-Bone,
rib eye and top loin. Makes enough to season 2
pounds.

Lemon-Rosemary Rub

11/2 teaspoons grated lemon peel

1 teaspoon dried rosemary leaves, crushed

1/4 teaspoon each salt, dried thyme |eaves and
coarse grind black pepper

2largegarlic cloves, minced.

7 W ]Jjohn
-+« ' hanna

® ap news analysis

LONGEST LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UPS

By The Associated Press
Year Wrap-up Sine Die? Total Days
2001 13 no 98
1991 12 yes 103
1990 10 no 100
1992 10 no 100
1996 8 no 94

LONGEST LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

Year Wrap-up Sine Die? Total Days
1991 12 yes 103
1990 10 no 100
1992 10 no 100
1988 7 no 98
1989 7 no 98
2001 13 no 98
SineDie, Latinfor“without day,” isabrief ceremony adjourn-
ingthelegidativesessionfor theyear. Insomeyears, legisia
tors have conducted business on that day, and it has counted
asaday insession.
Source: AP archives, material compiled fromlegislative re-
search and journals.

ingearlierthismonththat legislatorswon’t beable
to finish work on an acceptabl e budget and pack-
ageof tax increasesby mid-May. If they don’t, he
said, he'll call themback intospecia sessioninlate
June.

“I’m not very optimistic,” said Lt. Gov. Gary
Sherrer. “ Therehasn't been any movement to pass
any tax increasesin any amount, and yet there’sa
consensusthat we can’t cut our way out of it.”

Three senators and three House members have
draftedacompromise$4.4billionbudget, butitis
$222millionout of balance, requiringtaxincreases
tofinanceit.

Andtheplanstill containsenough spending cuts
that either the House or the Senate could reject it
and force more negotiations.

“There'sapossibility of threerunsat this,” said
Rep. Melvin Neufeld, R-Ingalls, one of the nego-
tiators.

And even if lawmakers approve the plan —
whichthey weresupposedto do beforerecessing,
under their deadlines— their work on the budget
won’t be done.

TheL egidatureusually draftsaseparatecleanup
bill, to correct mistakes and account for changes
inrevenueestimates—or, ingoodyears, add good-
iesat thelast minute.

If lawmakers won't raise taxes enough to plug
theholeintheir proposed budget, that cleanupbill

Combine al ingredients. Seasons 2 pounds of

meat.
Grilled Asian Beef and Summer Squash

1 beef flank or skirt steak (approximately 1- 11/
2 pounds)

3medium zucchini or yellow summer squash, cut
lengthwisein half

1 teaspoon vegetabl e oil

Salt and pepper

Marinade:

1/4 cup soy sauce

1/4 cup finely chopped green onions

2 tablespoonswater

2 tablespoons packed brown sugar

1 1/2 tablespoons dark sesame ail

1 teaspoon minced garlic

1 teaspoon minced fresh ginger

1/4 teaspoon pepper

Combineingredientsfor marinadein bowl. Re-
move and save 1/4 cup. Place meat and remaining
marinadein plasticbag; turnmeat to coat. Closebag
securely and marinate in refrigerator six hours up
to overnight, turning occasionally.

Remove meat from marinade and discard mari-
nade. Brush squash lightly with oil; salt and pep-
per totaste. Placemeat and squash ongrill. Squash
takes 15 minutesto becometender.

Put saved marinade in small pan and heat until
hot. Cut meat acrossthegrainintothinglices; spoon
hot marinade over thetop. Serve with squash.

This information and recipes provided by the
Kansas Beef Council.

Under dome for lengthy wrap-up

becomes one huge reconciliation measure, and all
spending items are open to debate again.

Passing atax packagewon’t be simple, either.

Earlier this month, about 50 conservative |aw-
makers issued a statement insisting that the state
could get by without raising taxes by dipping intc
itsrainy day funds— something Graves opposes.

Other conservativesarewillingtovotefor some
tax increases— to avoid larger ones.

L egislators said no consensus has devel oped on
which taxes should increase, either. Democrats
have said they will oppose any package without
increasesinincome and estate taxes— something
many Republicansreject.

Neither chamber has approved any tax increase
yet.

How tough canit be?

IN 1994, lawmakersconsidered six compromise
versionsof thefinal budget cleanup bill, known as
theOmnibusA ppropriationsAct, with another two
versionsdraftedinbetween, but never considered.
One staffer’s old file on the legidlation is label e
“Omnibusfrom Hell.”

Still, Senate President Dave Kerr insisted re-
cently that legislatorsought tobeabletofinishtheir
work infour days.

“Theissues are well-known and obvious,” saic
Kerr, R-Hutchinson. “What is needed are people
who will step up and makethe difficult votes.”

But Kerr alsosaid heplanstointroduceaproposal
to cut legidative pay off after the fourth day of the
wrap-up session, togivelawmakersanincentiveto
leave.

Heunderstandsthat atmospheric conditionsun-
der thedomeareright for alengthy wrap-up.

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent John Hanna
has covered state government and politicsfor The
Associated Presssince 1987.
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