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commentary

from other pens...

Ending doctor visas

hurts rural hospitals

TheHutchinson Newson doctor waiver program:

TheU.S. Department of Agriculturedidn’t meantohurt Kansascom-
munities. It wanted to stop terrorists.

But by endingitsJ-1waiver program, thefederal agency madeit more
difficult for cities like Greensburg, Great Bend and Winfield to find
doctors.

The agriculture department found a middle ground ... imposing
tougher screening procedures to weed out potential terrorists, while
promising actionon 86 waiver requeststo help rural communitieshire
physicians.

J-1visasallow foreignmedical studentsto attend graduateschool in
the United States, but they must go homefor two years after compl et-
ingtheir training. If requested by agovernment agency, theU.S. attor-
ney general often grantswaiversto J-1 doctorsif they agreetowork in
medically underserved areas.

Because so many rural areas find it difficult to attract doctors, the
department requested morethan 3,000 J-1 waiverssince 1994. Nearly
100 of those physiciansworked in Kansas, about 50 still do. ...

The Agriculture Department announced... that it would process 86
pendingwaiver requests, but before sponsoring adoctor, itwill require
security clearancefrom the Justice Department and State Department.

Asaresult, Great Bend, Greensburg and Winfield should be ableto
hiretheir doctors.

But what about the next small Kansastown that needs aphysician?
Thewhite House saysit will assemble amultiagency task forceto re-
view the J-1 waiver program after resolving the current applications.
But areview isn't enough.

The federal government can screen foreign doctors while continu-
ingtheJ-1waiver program— aprogramthat remainstheonly way many
rural communities can ensurelocal accessto health care.

TheWichitaEagleon governor’srace:

Kansas gubernatorial campaign had been eerily quiet, especially
consideringthestate’'s$700 millionfiscal chasm. Thenoneformidable
GOP contender called it quitsand alikely surrogate took a pass. Sud-
denly, theracethat wasn'tisnow news— not, unfortunately, for itsideas
but for its backbiting and backroom dealing.

Last week’s belated decision by Attorney General Carla Stovall to
leavethegubernatorial raceout of what shedescribed asalack of “ pas-
siontorunandtoserve” left any newcomerslittletimefor fund-raising
and campaigning beforethe Aug. 6 primary.

But it was astatement made by Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer ... that really
gave uspause.

“You can senseit out there. Thisisnot going to beareal joyful, up-
beat, positive campaign,” Mr. Sherrer said. “ That's just not going to
happen.”

Surelyit’snottoolatefor current candidatesandlatearrival stoprove
Mr. Sherrer wrong. ...

Thelayoff toll inthestateismounting, led by Wichita shard-hit avia-
tion sector. Theimbal ance between state revenues and spending com-
mitmentsis unprecedented.

As much as Kansans hate taxes, they want and deserve awell-run
state that can cover itshills, take care of itsvulnerablecitizensand in-
vestinitsfuture. Kansasneedsthebenefit of apositive, productiverace
to decide how to best replace the term-limited Gov. Bill Graves, one
that will helpidentify solutionsand build consensusabout how to pro-
ceed if thehard times persist.
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Ask questions before donating to charities

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

My mother continually receivessolicitationsin
themail for charities. Many of thesecharitiesclaim
tobecollectingmoney for thesamedisease, health
issue, or children’s service. Many timesthey en-
close" sweepstakesentry forms” for her tofill out.
Attorney General Stovall, can a charity run a
sweepstakes, and how do | know if thesecharities
and groups are legitimate?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

With the large number of solicitations being
made, | understand the decisions consumers must
makewhen choosing whether or not to donate. My
office does not endorse any charity over another,
nor do we make any claimsasto whether acharity
is“legitimate.” Consumers must makethese deci-
sions themselves. However, information is avail-
ableto help consumers makeinformed decisions.

Inthe State of Kansas, an organi zation must be
registeredwith. the Secretary of State'sofficeif it
is going to be soliciting for a charitable purpose
within the state. Some groups, such as political
organizations, are exempt from this state law.
Consumers may check with the Secretary of
State' sofficetoseeif anorganizationisregistered,
or they may look the charity up on the Kansas
Charity Check website, www.kscharitycheck.org.
My officecollaborated withthe Secretary of State
and the Secretary of the Department on Aging to
createthewebsiteso consumersmay obtainmean-
ingful informati onabout charitableorgani zations
registeredin Kansas.

carla j.
stovall

@ consumer corner

When deciding to give to an organization, you
may want to discover what percentage of its bud-
get is spent each year on expenses and fund-rais-
ing, and what percentagegoesdirectly tothechari-
table purpose. Thisinformationisavailableat the
Charity Check website. Kansas law does not re-
quirethat aspecific percentagegotothecharitable
purpose, but consumers should obtain thisinfor-
mation before deciding to make adonation. Con-
sumers may also wish to ask the organization to
senditsmost recent annual report. If acompany is
hesitant to send areport, thismay beanindication
that the organization has something to hide.

Kansas has a Charitable Organizations and So-
licitationsAct that prohibitsan organization from
using deceptive or unconscionabletacticsin con-
nectionwithitssolicitations. Violationsof thelaw
canincludetheintentional usein any solicitation
of exaggerationastoamaterial fact, failureto state
amaterial fact, taking advantage of aninfirmity to
the extent that the consumer cannot reasonably
protect hisor her owninterests, using undue pres-
sureinsoliciting, or using donationsfor other than
charitablepurposes. Often, thecircumstancessur-

rounding each situationareimportant in determin-
ing whether aviolation hasoccurred.

Asfor your question regarding “ sweepstakes,”
theruleisthat any prize promotion used to solicit
donationscannot requireadonationfor achanceto
participate. A person must beableto enter without
paying anything, and any suggestionthat donating
will increase odds of winning is prohibited.

One step any consumer can take is to make &
written request to the organization asking it to stop
sending solicitations. While it isnot, by itself, &
violation of Kansaslaw tofail to honor therequest,
anorgani zationthat continuesto solicitaconsumer
after receiving such arequest showsthat itismore
interested in continuing to use pressure for dona-
tionsthan conductingitself in arespectful manner.
If thegroupignoresyour request to stop soliciting,
you may fileacomplaint with my Consumer Pro-
tection Division. Torequest acomplaint form, call
1-800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttorney
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will bereturned promptly.

The French connection

WASHINGTON — To thisAmerican, the po-
litical news from France carries awhiff of the
1930s. After decadesof fearing the European | eft,
we suddenly confront the ugly face of theright.

The results of last week’s French presidential
electionsshowed all theold pre-WorldWer | ele-
ments: anti-Semitism, hatred of minorities, armies
of theunemployedvotingtheir bitternessat atired
political elitethey accuse of betrayal.

Pay attention here. The Fifth Republic, created
by thegreat Charlesde Gaulle, isbeginningto act
liketheThird Republic: that weak, defeatist, hope-
lessly cynical republicthat fell soquickly toAdolf
Hitler.

Theface on the poster isthat of Jean-MarieLe
Pen, rightist candidate of the ominously named
“National Front.” Le Pen won 17 percent of the
votelastweek, secondonly toincumbent President
Jacques Chirac, whowonwith barely lessthan 20
percent. Thetwo now faceeach otherintheMay 5
run-off.

Le Pen’s politics (which are strong), not his
chancesfor victory (which areweak), loomasthe
issue here. Why would French voters, famousfor
their bourgeois practicality, cast so many ballots
for someonewho (a) cannot winand (b) speaksso
bluntly against immigration and the street crime
he connectswithit?

One obvious answer isthat the emergence of a
large, unassimilated immigrant population from
NorthandWestAfrica, bothareasof former French
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colonization, is causing a severe challenge to a
society famousfor itsethnic, cultural andlinguis-
tic chauvinism.

Thesecond: Thecenter-right and moderate-l eft
politica partieshavefailedtoaddressthecountry’s
social and economicproblems. Aswehavelearned
herein America, thosewho seetheir jobsand way
of lifethreatened do not make the best liberals.

Thethird: LePenknowshow totalk, especially
totheFrench. Duringthecampaign, hecalledhim-
self “thecandidateof theFrench peopleagainst the
candidate of the system.” Afterward he came off
even stronger.

“We are witnessing the toppling of adecadent,
corrupt and ossified political system,” hesaid af-
ter his stunning second-place finish that saw him
outdraw the well-known Socialist candidate,
Lionel Jospin.

What's been the response from the French es-
tablishment he has humiliated before the world?

Typical.

Chirac saysthat hewill refuseto debate L e Pen.
Hesaysitisnot “possible” for him to meet with

someone so intolerant, so hateful.

Once again, the establishment will use the tool
of moral superiority against the weapon of popu-
list bitterness. Having failed in the primary ball ot-
ing, itisgoing with the same gambit inthe general
election.

With astupid strategy likethat, | predict that L e
Pen will double his vote on May 5, proving once
again that acandidate with something to say, even
if it'sugly, beatsthe one merely clinging to office.

But needlessto say, the emergence of an angry
Europeanright presentsapotent danger. Backinthe
1930s, the whiff of fascism was followed by its
horrid reality. Antipathy toward ethnic minorities
ledtotheir official extermination. Hereat thedawn
of anew century, thegrand hopeisthat thepolitical
moderates of right and left will beat the extremists
in meeting the real political demands of societies
facing thedoublewhammy of highunempl oyment
and massiveimmigration.

ChrisMatthews, author of “ Now, Let MeTell You
What | Really Think” (Free Press, 2001) anc
“Hardball” (TouchstoneBooks, 1999), isanation-
ally syndicated columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicleandthehostof“ Hardball” onCNBCand
MSNBC cablechannels.
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