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Founder moved west to live in a dryer climate
“When I went to Kemmerer in 1902,

I had no idea that (in 1921) we would
have 313 stores...but that didn’t pre-
vent me from doing my best and work-
ing with all my might. Do unto others
as you would have them do unto you.”
— James Cash Penney

Just over 100 years ago, James Cash
Penney opened up a small store in
Kemmerer, Wyo., the Golden Rule,
which would be built into the J.C.
Penney Co.

Penney was born Sept. 16, 1875, on
a farm near Hamilton, Mo. He started
working on neighboring farms when
he was 8, raising livestock and work-
ing crops to buy his own clothes.

About two years after he graduated
from high school, he became a clerk in
a general store. He quit after his doc-
tor advised him to move west, to a dryer
climate, to avoid getting tuberculosis.

After buying a butcher shop in Colo-
rado, which failed, Penney went to

work for another dry goods store, then
went into partnership with his bosses
to open the Golden Rule on April 13,
1902, in Kemmerer.

The store prospered, and Penney
bought out his partners and opened two
new stores in five years. He expanded
quickly.  He would soon offer his man-
agers the chance to invest in a new
store. If they put down one-third of the
cost, Penney would provide the rest.

The name Golden Rule was being
used by some of the company’s com-
petitors, so in 1913, the firm changed
its name to J.C. Penney.

Today, the company has over 1,300
stores, and 190,000 employees.
Penney himself served as a director
until his death on February 12, 1971.

Clyde Lambertz, a former manager
of the Goodland store, said he met the
chain’s founder at business events.

“I feel very fortunate that I actually
knew Mr. Penney,” he said, adding that
they first met at national meetings in

Omaha, and he and his wife attended a
dinner for him.

“He enjoyed talking about his life,”
Lambertz said, “the pitfalls and hard

Store merchandise changes with the times
ago, and she bought them. She plans to
donate them to a museum some day,
she said.

The store got its first catalog in 1969,
Lambertz said. Today, most of the sales
are made through the catalog.

“We have a small store, and it would
be impossible to stock something for
everybody,” said Pete Smith, manager
of the Goodland and McCook, Neb.,
stores. “So we have a very large cata-
log.”

People dress more casually than they
used to, Smith said, causing the store

in Goodland to stop selling neckties
about a year ago, and to reconsider
other items.

“We have to be selective about what
we display,” Smith said.

 “I would rather drop dress shirts and
have another row of denim jeans.”

The biggest change has happened in
the past few years, he said. The store
manager no longer buys merchandise.
All ordering is done centrally, through
a district office.

“Mr. Penney never would have
imagined that,” Smith said, adding that
the process makes the manager’s job

easier.
“We used to have to buy clothes six

to eight months out,” Smith said.
“Fashions change, and we could end up
with truckloads of stuff nobody would
want.”

Smith said centralized buying works
better. There are some mistakes, he
said, but every Penney store has the
same merchandise. A manager won’t
not buy an item just because he doesn’t
think it will work.

Smith recalled that when Nike
sneakers first hit the market, his man-
ager said there was no way the store
could sell them, and didn’t want to buy

times he had.
“He was a very remarkable guy, very

person-oriented.”
Penney would go to New York,

where the company bought its cloth,
Lambertz said, and would buy a
sample. He would wash it and test it
and make sure it was quality material

before he would sell it.
“He was just that kind of man,”

Lambertz said. “He liked to make sure
the items he sold were worth selling.”

them. He eventually was persuaded,
but some managers refused to buy
them and missed out on some good
money.

“Our job is a lot easier (with central-
ized buying),” Smith said. “We can
manage our stores, and take care of our
customers, which is the most important
thing.”

After all the changes, employees say
one thing hasn’t changed since the days
of Mr. Penny — service.

“We like to think that we have the
best service in the business,” Smith
said. “That’s what Mr. Penney had, and
that’s what we want.”

No tax raise versus
basic services funding
U.S. 36, from Page 1

were elected on a very conservative
ticket that says you don’t raise taxes
and that’s what they’re committed to,”
Mosher said. “We have committed to
funding basic social services and we
have to do that.”

Before raising any taxes, said two
women in the Republic County town
of Scandia, legislators should look at
government expenses, including their
own.

“You could budget-cut a lot of that
government crap,” said Mary Brown,
40, co-owner of Scandia Corner Gro-
cery. “You want to tax something?
Legalize prostitution and tax it. Legal-
ize pot and tax it. We’re not stupid out
here, just tired of it.”

Co-owner Denise Strait, 45, was just
as upset.

“Politicians need to take a good look
at what they’re spending on them-
selves. I think we’re taxed to death and
in this economy,” Strait said.

“Any cuts are going to hurt the farm-
ers. It’s going to kill them,” she added.
“It’s really sad out here right now.”

Those views were echoed 150 miles
to the west in Oberlin, the Decatur
County seat, by 43-year-old business-
man Kirk Young as he ate breakfast at

the Frontier Cafe.
“The government can’t be calling for

more cuts and more taxes — that’s ri-
diculous,” said Young, who owns a
used semi-truck dealership. “I want
them to cut programs and cut taxes.
Smaller government is the answer.”

In Bird City, a community of 500
people another 55 miles to the west in
Cheyenne County, school Superinten-
dent Sam Besson said his hometown
doesn’t get much money from the state
and wasn’t worried about cuts. He said
new taxes wouldn’t be good for any-
one.

“Basically, on the budget they’ll do
what they want to do and we don’t have
much of a choice,” he said. “I just hope
they do the right thing because we
don’t have the answers either.”

Back at Harsh Drug in Seneca,
Hammes and Schraad had continued to
disagree.

“I don’t want them to raise taxes,”
Hammes said.

Schraad replied, “They’re going to
have to.”

“Maybe, but they shouldn’t,”
Hammes said.

Schraad stood firm: “If we don’t
raise taxes in Topeka, the school dis-
tricts are going to. Might as well do it
in Topeka, where everybody gets it.”

Jobs depend
on results
of budget
CUTS, from Page 1

Doing his duty

principals about rehiring teachers.
Most of the meeting was held behind
closed doors because state law allows
the board to talk about personnel in
private.

After more than an hour in closed
session, members came out to rehire all
teachers except the four they decided
to lay off. “If we knew where the bud-
get was, we wouldn’t be doing this,”
said Dick Short, board president.

Members unanimously voted to no-
tify Pam Hernandez, a special educa-
tion teacher at North Elementary
School; Pat Stindt and Lindsey Pifer,
both Grant Junior High language arts
teachers; and Ben Holman, a high
school social studies teacher; that their
contracts will not be renewed next
year. Member Ron Schilling was ab-
sent from the meeting. All of the teach-
ers are not tenured.

Short said he hopes the legislature
makes the right decision.“Hopefully,”
he said, “they’ll go in and they’ll have
courage enough to stand up. We want
these people back. We need the money
from the state. We will have them
back.”

Wanting to avoid cutting tenured
teachers, the board offered elementary
school teachers an early-retirement
bonus of 10 percent of their total sal-
ary this year. At least four teachers took
advantage of the offer.

public notice

Everyone Welcome
In celebration of the recent relocation
& expansion of Safari Steakhouse.
Please join us for a public open house.

1523 Arcade Ave. • Goodland
 899-6275

6:30 to 8 p.m., Wednesday, May 1.
FREE Hors d’oeuvres

Special May Day buffet only  $6.95

Office of Regional Counsel
Department of Veterans Affairs
5500 E Kellogg
Wichita KS 67218 316-688-6704
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

SHERMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS

AFFAIRS, A DEPARTMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, Plaintiff,

vs
FRANKLIN R. WALLS
CRISTIAN A. WALLS
Defendant(s),
Case No. 02C 15
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of an Order of Sale is-

sued out of the District Court of
Sherman County, in the above en-
titled action, I will on the 17th day
of May 2002, at 10:00 A.M., at the
main door of the Sherman County
Courthouse at 813 Broadway,

Goodland, Kansas offer for sale at
a public auction and sell to the high-
est bidder, for cash in hand, all the
right, title and interest of the Defen-
dants above named, in and to the
following described real property
situated in the County of Sherman,
State of Kansas, to-wit:

The South Half (S 1/2) of Lot Two
(2), and all of Lot Three (3), in Block
Twenty-six (26), in Beahm’s Addi-
tion to the City of Goodland, Kan-
sas, according to the recorded plat
thereof

Commonly known as: 412
Harrison

Goodland, KS 67735
property is levied on as the prop-

erty of the Defendants above
named and will be sold without ap-
praisement to satisfy said Order of
Sale.

Sheriff of Sherman County, Kan-

sas
MAURICE D. COPP, Attorney,

#09338
Published in the Goodland Daily

News on Tuesday April 23, 30 and
May 5.

Citizens divided on budget

Bob Juleson, a Goodland police officer, directed traffic and kept an eye on high school students Mon-
day at 13th Street and Cherry. A fire alarm was pulled at the school about 3:15 p.m, and some students
reported they smelled smoke. Firefighters checked the building and found no sign of fire.
                                                                                                                                                    Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

By The Associated Press
A recent trip from northeast to north-

west Kansas along U.S. 36 yielded a
range of views about whether the Leg-
islature should raise taxes, cut spend-
ing or do both to bridge the state’s bud-
get gap.

Wathena
Mayor Jim McAnerney:
 “There is no such thing as an easy

tax. Nobody likes taxes. People might
accept them, but levels of services
would need to be the same or better.”

Troy
Roy Drake, retired farmer:
 “Cut some of the spending — that’s

the way we get to do it out here. The
politicians are going to have to do the

same as us, and cut.”
Highland
Greg Boschee, business instructor at

Highland Community College:
“In rural areas like this, job creation

is difficult at the best of times and when
you eliminate services, it’s almost im-
possible.”

Seneca
Donna Nordhus, special education

paraprofessional at Baileyville B&B
High School:

I don’t know how they raise the rev-
enue, maybe not spend so much. Rais-
ing taxes is definitely not good for
farmers with the way soybean prices
are.”


