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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:40 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:46 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:41 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 50 degrees
+ Humidity 58 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds west 9 m.p.h.
* Barometer 29.98 inches

and falling

* Record High 94° (1965)
* Record Low 23° (1967)

Last 24 Hours*

High 53°
Low 35°
Precipitation .03

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low mid 30s,
winds south 10-20 m.p.h. Tomorrow:;
partly sunny and warmer, high mid
70s, low mid 40s, winds southwest
10-15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: mostly sunny, high mid
70s, low upper 40s. Sunday: partly
cloudy with chance of showers and

thunderstorms, high mid 70s.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.52 bushel
New Crop — $2.50 bushel
Posted county price — $2.45
Corn — $1.79 bushel
Posted county price — $1.77
Loan deficiency payment — 22¢
Milo — $1.48 bushel
Soybeans — $3.99 bushel
Posted county price — $4.03
Loan deficiency payment — 89¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.95 cwi.
NuSun — $9.10 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 54¢
Confection current — $16/$8 cwt.
Pinto beans — $27

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Arafat let out
of Ramallah

RAMALLAH, WestBank—A
pale but jubilant Yasser Arafat
emergedfromhisWest Bank head-
quarterstoday, blinkinginthesun-
light and flashing victory signs
after sragli troopswithdrew from
his compound and released the
Pal estinian|eader from monthsof
confinement.

Asthe siegein Ramallah came
toan end, themonthlong standoff
at Bethlehem's Church of theNa-
tivity took aturnfor theworse. Is-
raeli troops fired at three armed
Palestinianswalking fromthe be-
sieged compound into Manger
Square, killingoneandwounding
at least two who staggered back
intotheshrine, thearmy said. Pal-
estiniansreturned fire.

Hours earlier, afire broke out
during another gunbattle, damag-
ing several rooms and officesin
the compound, but not the church
itself.

Late news
from the
Associated
Press
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Planting
respect
for trees

Mayor Tom Rohr (above) took
pictures and momentos from
Central Elementary students to
fill a time capsule which was
planted with a tree (right)
Wednesday at Chambers Park.
Ed Wolak, city director of public
works (bottom right) and City
Manager Ron Pickman watched
K and K Tree Service plant the
tree, which replaces one that
recently died and was cutdown.
The eventwasto commemorate
Arbor Day, usually the last Friday
in April in Kansas.

Photos by Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Tools help blind live In

By Eric Yonkey
The Goodland Daily News

Kansas Services for the Blind and
Visually Impaired wants Kansans to
understand that losing one'svisionis
not the end of independence.

Theorganization’smissionistohelp
blind people by providing them with
servicesandtool stoovercomenot only
the physical barriers brought on by
blindness, but thefear of change.

A team of visually impaired people
withthestate Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services for the Blind
and Visually Impaired visited
Goodland | ast week.

After doing alunch presentation for
the Business Advisory Council, the
group stopped by the Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center.

Team memberstold business coun-
cil membersthat thedivision can help
with job searches, life skillstraining,
accessto medical servicesand techni-
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cal assistance. They talked about tools
they use to make their lives and jobs
easi er and about arehabilitation center
in Topekathat helps blind people be-
comeindependent.

Dianne Hemphill, the division ad-
ministrator from Topeka, is visually
impaired herself.

Shesaid sheusesavariety of hel pful
technologiesin her job. Hemphill said
shewantstohelpal visually impaired
or blind Kansansto “maintain dignity
and self-confidence.”

Abio-Tona Sokari isboth amedical
doctor and adoctor of philosophy. He
currently is a professor of Human
Anatomy and Patho Physiology at the
University of Missouri-Kansas City.
He hastaught and practiced medicine
al over theworld, including Scotland
and Nigeria.

Recently, Dr. Sokari becamean* am-
bassador” for the Rehabilitation Cen-
ter fortheBlindand Visually Impaired

dependent

in Topeka. Besides developing adia
betic education courseat thecenter, he
said, hea soisthecenter’spublicrela-
tionsrepresentative.

Why would a well-known medical
researcher and ateacher named Fellow
in London’s royal Society of Health
take onthejob of getting the word out
about servicesprovided at the Topeka-
based rehabilitation center?

“1 cametothecenter, andwithinfour
weeks, it turned my life around,” Dr.
Sokari said. “I thought | would try to
giveback.”

Dr. Sokari said he went blind more
than 2 1/2 years ago.

He said his surgeon told him seven
yearsearlier that blindnesscould occur
because of degenerative myopia. The
surgeondid not recommendany prepa-
ration for blindness and just had him
continueto comeinfor checkupsuntil

See BLIND, Page 7

County gives
center money

Hospital to buy new system

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland Regional Medical
Center isseekingmoney toupgradethe
hospital computer system, and asked
the Sherman County commissioners
Tuesday for money to support the pro-
gram.

Hospital representatives asked the
county togive$100,000for acomputer
systemthat will savetimeandimprove
service at the hospital. The commis-
sioners agreed to give the hospital the
money out of a
fundfor healthser-
Vices.

temwould handlewith ease.

She said thereisaproblem with the
number of phone linesthat connect to
thelnternet, andthat at timesthey have
toissue a“Code 0" to have everyone
using the phone lines disconnect so
people can call the hospital or make
callsout.

The current system does not allow
coordination of many of the depart-
ments, and means nurses spend many
additional hours manually updating
charts. Therearemany other examples,
she said, and the new system is ex-
pected to save
quiteabitinla-

In related ac- ‘ P bor costs.
tion, the commis- ecannot affordnot to Schieldssaid
sioners unani- dothis. Wehavetomove  the hospital is
mously approved forward and reducethe asking the
the resolution to manual dataentry hours.  county to pro-
provide a special vide $100,000
six-mill levy for - DaleSchields  from the spe-
the hospital . hospital representative  cjal health ser-

This will be vices fund,
published in May, ’ ’ whichisraised
and if thereis no by a one-quar-

protest petition it would be part of the
county property tax levy for the next
threeyears. If thereisaprotest petition,
it could go to avote of the peoplein
August.

Dal e Schiel dsand Penny Nemechek
appeared on behalf of the hospital to
explaintheprogram. Schieldssaid Jay
Jolly, the hospital administrator, was
out of town and unable to attend the
meeting. Hesaid Jolly had talked indi-
vidually to the commissioners about
the need for the program.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said he
had made Jolly explainit several times
to be sure he understood it. Commis-
sioners Kevin Rasure and Chuck
Frankenfeld indicated they had spent
timewith Jolly on theissue.

Schieldssaidthetotal of theprogram
would be about $500,000, and that the
hospital would be seeking approval of
tax creditsfrom the stateto rai se about
$350,000, and would contribute
$50,000 from operating savings.

Nemechek explainedthat thecurrent
information systemisunworkable, and
that the hospital has to work around
systemstoaccomplishwhat anew sys-

ter percent salestax.

The commissioners jointly agreed
that the computer programwasimpor-
tant, and wanted to know what would
happen if the tax credits are not avail-
able.

Nemechek said they should know
about thetax creditsby July 1, and that
if they were not availableit would de-
lay the project. She said they would
continueworkingonit by piecingit out
over the next couple of years.

“We cannot afford not to do this,”
Schields said. “We have to move for-
ward and reducethemanual dataentry
hours.”

Rasureaskedif the$100,000 request
wasfor thisyear, and Schieldssaid yes
it would be needed later thisyear.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel was
asked to determine the balance in the
salestax fund. Shesaidtherewasabout
$158,000 availableat thistime.

Rasure made the motion to approve
giving the hospital $100,000 for the
computer upgrade program.
Frankenfeld seconded the motion anc
it passed unanimously with Tiede vot-
inginfavor.

Mental health has
Increase In patients

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Membersof theHigh PlainsMental
Health Center board told the Sherman
County commissioners Tuesday there
wasan increase of about 10 percentin
thenumber of peopleseekinghelplast
year, but they were not asking for any
increaseintax money.

Executive Director Kermit George
said the High Plains Mental Health
Center board had devel oped two bud-
gets— onewiththesamelevel of state
aid, and onewith acut in stateaid.

“No matter which way it goes with
the Legislature we are not asking you
toincreaseyour budget,” Georgesaid.

Last year, George had reported an 8
percent increase in Sherman County,
and said the largest group was young
peoplefrom 10to 19 yearsof age, who
accountedfor 22 percent (53) of the238
patients seen.

Inthereport, Georgesaidtherewere
lessin the 10-19 age group, but it re-
mainsthelargest with 49 patients. The
second largest age group was people
from 45-59 years of age with 42 pa-
tients. George said over 72 percent of
thosebeing seenarefromfamilieswith
anannual incomeof under $25,000. Of
that group, thelargest number (29 per-
cent) are those with $5,000 or less an-
nual family income.

This year, the number of married
people accounted for 38 percent (69)
while the singles had dropped into a
close second at 37 percent (67).

Peoplewith ahigh school education
madeup 39 percent of thepatients(52).
Thosewith somecollegeor vocational
<choolina were 19 nercent (25)

Looking at the source of referrals,
George said most were made by the
person themselves, family or afriend
in 54 percent of the cases. The courts
and law enforcement referred 6 per-
cent, schools referred 6 percent and
doctorsor hospital sreferred 17 percent.

Mooddisorderscontinueasthelarg-
est diagnosis with 94. Looking at the
diagnosis breakdown for the previous
year, George said the largest number,
66, were mood disorders, which in-
cludesdepression.

Turning to the budget, George said
the difference between the cost of ser-
vice and total revenue received for
Sherman County patientswas$37,271
which the center had covered.

“Wearemandatedto providewhat is
needed,” George said.

John Peptis, manager of the Sherman
County Center, said his people are
workingwell withtheschoolsand that
casemanagersarehel pinganumber of
people. Meripat Bowman, Sherman
County board member, was present as
wasDiane Stithem of Hoxieand Karen
Beery of Hays.

Georgesaidthemental health center
covers20 countiesand wasestablished
38yearsago. Hesaidtheboardwastry-
ing towork through thingswith Trego
County, which decided not to provide
money for the program thisyear.

“The center is owned by the coun-
ties,” George said, “and there is nc
overal fundingformula. Statelaw says
the county can provide up to two mills
for the program. Trego has said they
were upset because there was a ques-
tion of fairness in how much each
countv isasked to pav.”



