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Center helps
people
gain skills

BLIND, from Page 1

hiseyesfailed.

“| realize that not many visually
impaired patients are referred to the
center,” Sokari said. “If people were
referredalot earlier, they coulddoalot
to improve themselves. If I’d known
about thecenter six yearsago, I’ dhave
been alot better off.”

At one point, he said he was so de-
pressed that hehad thoughtsof suicide.
Fortunately, compassionfromthecen-
ter staff and support fromother clients
hel ped him through the tough times.

Dr. Sokari said after four weeks of
training at the center, he went from
“zero literacy” on the computer to
gainingtheability touseacomputer for
teaching and slide presentations.

“Andmy wifedoesn’'tget madat me
anymore,” he said. “Before, she even
had to help me with the color of my
shirt. | caneven cook for myself now.”

JoePerez, Rehabilitation Specialist
I, grew upin Scott City and often spent
summers hoeing sugar beetsin Sher-
man County with hisfamily.

Hewasbornwithvisual impairment.
He demonstrated to the Business Ad-
visory Council the use of aclosed cir-
cuit television monitor for enlarging
print and handwriting. The machine
allows him to read books and | etters.

“1 can do anything,” Perez said. “I
can read anything. This device has
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Joe Perez, rehabilitation specialistin Topeka, demonstrated to the Busi-
ness Advisory Council the use of a closed circuit television monitor for
enlarging printand handwriting. Photo by Eric Yonkey/The Goodland Daily News

been the biggest thing for my avenue
for independence.”

Perez said he provides computer
training and assi stivetechnol ogy at the
school. He consults businesses, col-
legesand potential employers. Access
tothe Internet has been helpful for the
visually impaired.

In northwest Kansas, people may
contact George Victor at the SRS of -

fice in Colby, for information about
visually impaired programs. M ost pro-
gramsare free, Hemphill said. A slid-
ing pay scaleis applied to some pro-
grams.

“Any person may contact us,”
Hemphill said. “People experiencing
any visual impairment should call.”

The Topeka number is 1-800-547-
5789.

Countydelaysfarm lease

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

County Attorney Bonnie Selby ap-
peared before the Sherman County
commissioners Tuesday to talk about
bidsonfarm ground and aresignation
letter from Dr. R. C. McCullough, the
county coroner.

Onthefarmlease, Selby said shehad
not received any written bids from
peoplewho want to farm onland near
the county landfill.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said he
had one verbal bid. Selby suggested
that he ask the personto put it in writ-
ing before the next meeting.

Tiede asked if the county could de-
velop amulti-year lease for the farm
ground.

Selby said it could be a five-year
lease. Tiedeasked her to develop such
alease and to allow the farmer or the
county to get out after thefirst year.

Ontheletter from Dr. McCullough,
Selby said she had talked to him and
asked him to reconsider.

Shesaid hewasupset becausethere
had been two deaths in the county
which had not been reported to him as
the assistant coroner.

She said she had talked to Jay Jolly,
Goodland Regional Medical Center
administrator, about the problem, and
feltit had been solved.

Thecommissionerssaidthey would
not takeany action, andallow Selby to
seeif thedoctor will remaintheassis-
tant coroner.

Selby said that there had been some

legal confusion over one of thetracts
in the upcoming county tax sale, and
asked that the commissioners allow
Tract 53 in Edson to be pulled out of
thesde.

The commissioners approved the
tract fromthe sale.

In other business, the commission-
ers;

» Approved having County Trea-
surer Shelby Miller reissue several
checkswhichhavenot beenfound. The
total of the dozen checks was $266,
with thelargest about $50.

» Approved a request for atractor
pull at the Sherman County Fair-
grounds. Berry Guyer appearedtosign
the contract, and agreed the group
would pay the el ectric and water cost.
They asked that the county waive the
rent because4-H isproviding thecon-
cession stand. Thecommissionersap-
proved the contract and waiving the
rental fee.

« Mary Messamore, dispatch depart-
ment head, asked for a 10-minute
closed session to discuss a personnel
matter. Thecommissionersagreed and
went into closed session with Mess-
amore. Later inthe meeting. the com-
missioners held a second closed ses-
sion to discuss the same personnel
matter.

» Approved the contract for County
Healthto bethesurveyor of child care
in the area. Dorendo Harrel, health
department head, brought thecontract
for the commissionersto sign.

« Approved claimvouchersfor April

totaling $220,645.

e Approved reappointment of
Melvin Sieck and Marvin Duell tothe
rural fire district board for three-year
terms.

« Approved appointment of Dave
Danielsasthecounty representativeto
the Southeast Colorado and Eastern
Colorado Recycling program.

» Approved appointment of Bob
Rohr, Rick McElwee and Cameron
Paxtontothe Smoky Gardenboardfor
three-year terms.

Thenext regular commission meet-
ing will be 8 am. Tuesday, May 7, in
thecommissionroomonthemainfloor
of the Sherman County courthouse,
813 Broadway.

Group tours
wheat crop

By Roxana Hegeman
Associated Press Writer

WICHITA — Kansas farmers
stomping through hundreds of fields
on their annual wheat tour of the state
are finding better-than-expected
stands of wheat among the struggling
crop.

“It is not too bad, but everywhere
yougoitisdry,” Brett Myers, execu-
tivevicepresident of the KansasA sso-
ciation of Wheat Growers, said on &
stopnear Garden City. “ Thereisnot an
abundance of moisture anywhere we
went.”

Church leaders’ actions in Hong Kong under scrutiny

By The Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

HONG KONG — Policesaid today
they areinvestigating all egationsthat
three Roman Catholic priests here
were found by church leadersto have
sexually abused children, cases the
Hong Kong church never reported to
authorities.

Policesuperintendent CharlesWong
saidinvestigators“ aretryingtoobtain
further information” on the alleged
mol estations, which were first dis-
closedtoday by the South ChinaMorn-
ing Post.

ThePost report cameamid aCatho-
lic Church molestation scandal in the
United Statesthat ledtoanemergency
meeting last week in the Vatican.

The English-language Post said it
asked the leader of Hong Kong’s
347,000 Cathalics, Cardinal JohnBap-
tist Wu, about the allegations and re-
ceived an e-mailed responsethat con-
firmed somedetailsof threecases. The
message was seen by The Associated
Press.

The message, sent by the Rev.
Lawrencel ee, chancellor of theHong
Kong Catholic Diocese, on behalf of
Wu, confirmed three cases of pedo-
phile priests had taken place over the
last 27 years.

JERUSALEM — When senior Is-
raeli officialstalk thesedaysabout the
United Nations, they useterminol ogy
they’ dnormally empl oy whendiscuss-
ing Yasser Arafat. Duplicitous and
double-dealing. An enemy of Israel,
whipping up world sentiment against
the Jewish state.

And those are some of the milder
epithets being tossed around.

Israel’srelationshipwiththe United
Nations, longfraught withtensionand
turbulence, hasskiddedtoasharp new
low with the rancorous dispute over
eventsin the Jenin refugee camp and

around the world

how they should best be brought to
light.

Among officialdom and ordinary
Israelisalike, theconfrontationisserv-
ing to fuel alarger sense of isolation
andgrievance, of being misunderstood
by outsiderswhodonot understandthe
harsh realitiesof daily life here.

L ate Wednesday, the Security Coun-
cil was meeting to decide how to pro-
ceed after Isragl aday earlier set ase
ries of preconditionsthat blocked the
start of an already-delayed U.N. fact-
finding team’s mission.

Nearly threeweeksafter theworst of
the Israeli-Palestinian fighting in the
Jenincamp, aragged shantytowninthe
northern West Bank, someof themost
explosive allegations by Palestinians
— including their central claim that
hundreds of innocents had been sys-
tematically slaughtered by Israeli
troops— havethusfar found no cred-
ible support.

However, many human rights
groups have raised questions over
maltreatment, though perhaps not de-
liberate, of Palestinian civilians who
lived among the gunmen who had
made the camp their stronghold.

NATIONAL

NEW Y ORK — Some admitted
they had trouble sleeping. Otherssaid
they feared leaving the house. M ost
found their minds wandering back to
images of burning towersand the hor-
ror.

Nine out of 10 New York City
schoolchildren suffered at least one
symptom of post-traumatic stress six
months after Sept. 11, and aimost 10
percent likely had thedi sorder, accord-
ing to astudy released Wednesday.

Mental health researchers partici-
pating in the report, which studied

The Teller Room

A Unique Restaurant at the Historic Bank of Oberlin
Mothers Day Brunch Buffet

Sunday, May 12 — 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday, May 26— 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Memorial Day Breakfast Buffet

Memorial Sunday Brunch

www.landmar kinn.com

Monday, May 27 — 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Tuesday, May 28 — 6 - 8 p.m.

at the (}[zsionc Bank of Oberlin

Italian International Buffet

Toll Free Reservations;
1 888-639-0003

-—‘-‘

Lunch Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am.-1:30 p.m.
Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

189 S. Penn Ave,, Oberlin, Kan.,

morethan 8,000 childrenat 94 schooals,
wereparticularly surprisedtofindthat
childrenthroughout thecity —not just
near ground zero— showed symptoms
of several psychiatric problems.

“The school system, above all, has
tobecognizant of thefact that they are
tryingtodoajobwithstudentswhoare
very troubled, very troubled today be-
cause of 9/11,” said ChristinaHoven,
a Columbia University psychiatric
epidemiol ogist who led the study.

In the 1.1 million-student public
school system, an estimated 75,000
children likely showed six or more
symptoms of post-traumatic stress—
enough to be diagnosed with the dis-
order, according to the Board of Edu-
cation study.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A woman
who became a poster child for critics
of mandatory sentencing has been
freedfromprison, fiveyearsintoasen-
tenceof lifewithout parolethat shewas
givenfor afirst-time drug offense.

About two hours after ajudge re-
duced her sentence to time served on
Wednesday, Theresa Wilson, 34,
walked out of the Jefferson County
Jail, arm-in-arm with her husband.

“You’ve gotten a second chance.
Don'tblowit,” JudgeTommy Nail said
at her hearing.

In 1998, Wilson was ordered to
spend therest of her lifein prison be-
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CORRECTIONS CORPORATION OF AMERICA
For a exciting career in the private
sector corrections, consider the
industry leader. Corrections
Corporation of America is currently
seeking applicants for Corrections
Officer at the CCA/Kit Carson
Correctinal Center in Burlington,
Colorado.

Minimum requirements:
21 years of age or older
+Valid Drivers License
*GED or High School
Deploma
*Able to work any shift
*Completed job application
*UA (drug screen) and
background investigation
*Successful interview
Apply in person or call for
application.

49777 County Road V
Burlington, Colorado
80807

719-346-9450

FAX: 719-346-9461

Attn: Personnel Department
CCA is an equal opportunity employer MF/V/H

causeof alaw that branded her a“ drug
baron” when she soldamorphinemix-
turefor $150. The 1986 |aw mandated
the sentence because the mixture
weighed more than 56 grams.

The Alabama Court of Criminal
Appeaslastyear ruled 3-2that thelife
sentence for afirst drug offense was
cruel and unusual punishment, sending
the caseto Nail for anew sentence.

Wilsonwill beon probationfor three
years. Shedeclinedtocomment asshe
|eft thejail with her family.

NEW Y ORK — Half the country’s
population is breathing unhealthy
amountsof air pollution, accordingto
asurvey by theAmerican Lung Asso-
ciation.

The findings, rel eased Wednesday
aspart of the group’sannual “ State of
the Air” report, show that more than
142 million Americanslive in places
withhighlevelsof ozoneair pollution,
commonly known as smog.

Thereport examinesozoneair qual-
ity datatakenby theU.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency from 1998 to
2000. Nearly 700 counties that were
monitored across the country are
ranked accordingtohow oftentheirair
quality reached“unhealthful” levelsof
air pollution.

The areas with the worst pollution
were Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange
County, Calif.; Bakersfield, Calif.;
Fresno, Calif.; Visalia-Tulare-
Porterville, Calif.; Houston-
Galveston-Brazoria, Texas; Atlanta;
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CORRECTIONS CORPORATION OF AMERICA
For an exciting career in the
private sector of Corrections,
consider the industry leader.
CCA/Corrections Corporation
Of America.

Medical positions available:

1) Part time X-ray Tech.
Contract position
Minimum of 2 Hours
$22.00 per hour or NEG.
Flexible Hours and Days
Educational positions available:
2) Academic Instructor

Take advantage of this excel-
lent Opportunity for personal
professional Growth and an
outstanding career in Private
corrections.
Contact: Human Resource
Manager
49777 County road V,
Burlington, CO 80807 or call
(719) 346-9450 Ext. 2205 FAX:
(719) 346-9461

CCAIS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

E.O.E./M/F/VIH

COME JOIN OUR STAFF OF FAMILY ORIENTED

PROFESSIONAL NURSES AT RANSOM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Enjoy our small hospital atmosphere that encourages professional growth in a
relaxed manner. Our staffing ratios allow nurses to provide personalized care
of patients and their families. We provide an optimum learning environment for
new graduates and additional compensation for years and types of experi-
ence. Fulltime night positions are available. Our wages and benefits are com-
petitive with larger area hospitals. Find out more about RMH at www.ransom.org.
Learn about Ottawa at www.idirnet/~fctv.
tage of this opportunity, contact us or submit your resume tfo:

Ransom Memorial Hospital
1301 S. Main, Ottawa, Kansas 66067
(785)229-8313, Fax (785)22E8E-8339, sueme@ransom.org

If you would like to take advan-
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Kunsas Sampler Festival
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www.kunsussumplerfestival.com
For More Information,
Call (620) 331-1890
or (800) 882-3606
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Everything There
Is To See & Do In Kansas
Saturday, May 4 € Sunduy, May 5

Riverside Pg

k o Indé"pende g, Kansus

Merced, Calif.; Knoxville, Tenn.;

Charlotte-Gastonia, N.C.; Rock Hill,

S.C.; and Sacramento-Yolo, Calif.
WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Russian For-
eign Minister Igor Ivanov says he
hopes rumors that Secretary of State
Colin Powell may resign are not true.

“1 still intendtowork withhimand|
hope he will continue to work in our
mutual interests,” lvanov said at a
news conference Wednesday at the
Russian Embassy.

“1 very highly valuemy relationship
with Secretary Powell,” Ivanov said. “|
very highly respect him.”

Ivanov said he was the object of
similar rumorslast year while he was
meeting Powell for thefirst time.

Senior U.S. officialshaveflatly dis-
missed any suggestionthat Powell was
resigning in a bureaucratic struggle
with Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld aswrong and rubbish.

But onesenior officia told TheAs-
sociated Press Rumsfeld had a ten-
dency to“ micromanage” onissuesthat
wasdistressingto Powell. Atthesame
time, though, theofficial, speakingon
condition of anonymity, saidtherewas
no personal animosity betweenthetwo
Cabinet officers.

Speedway

Goodland, Kansas
All Races start at 6:30 Mountain Time (MDT)

Race Dates Are:
May 4th & 18th, June 1st, 1st Annual Stock &
Bomber Shootout June 15th, July 6th, July 20th,
10th Annual Bill Gray Memorial Aug. 17.

13th Annual Flatlander Fall Classic

Sept. 27th at 6:30 p.m. MDT
Sept 28th at 5:30 p.m. MDT

Ticket Prices:
$15 Pit Pass
$8 Grandstand Adults.
$4 Grandstand Students
6 & Under Free

For Information Call:

Roger Snethen 785-899-5817
Joey Snethen 785-899-5896
Nell or Roberta Mormandin 785-899-6590
Patsy Gresty 785-899-5103

Non Sanctioned IMCA Modifieds

WASHINGTON — Democratswho
control the Senate and the Republican
majority in the House are offering
competing election-year plansto pro-
videprescriptiondrug coveragefor the
nation’selderly.

Botharefar moreexpensivethanthe
program President Bush recom-
mended, extradollarsthat both parties
hope will turn into votes in No-
vember’smidtermcongressional el ec-
tions.

House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-
I11., said the Republicans hope to get
their planthroughtheHouseby theenc
of May. Inthe Senate, Mgjority L eader
Tom Daschle, D-S.D., set atarget of
August for passage. Deeply partisan
differences would have to be negoti-
ated away beforeany legislation could
gotoBushtobesignedintolaw.

“Demacrats are going to be pursu-
ing this very aggressively,” Daschle
said Wednesday.

TheDemocrats' proposal would cost
$400 billion to $500 hillion over 10
years, the Republicans $350 billion
over the same period.

The president requested a prescrip-
tion drugs plan that would cost $19C
billion over 10 years.

Classes:

Stocks
Bombers
Cruisers

iScrapbook Garde

*Albums ™ Stickers *Rubber Stamps

Choose from the largest
selection of Memory
Albums in the midwest!

West Wichita - Maple & Ridge

(Across from Lowe’s)

Toll Free: (866) 945-6366

East Wichita - Kellogg & Rock

(North of Spangle’s)
Toll Free (866) 618-6366

www.scrapbookgarden.com « Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5




