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Today
* Sunset, 7:44 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:41 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:45 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 64 degrees
+ Humidity 20 percent
* Sky sunny
+ Winds northeast 10 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.91 inches

and rising

* Record High 95° (1934)
* Record Low 30° (1978)

Last 24 Hours*

High 87°
Low 41°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: partly cloudy, low upper
40s, winds southeast 10 m.p.h. To-
morrow: partly sunny, high lower 80s,
winds north 10 m.p.h., low mid 40s
with 20 percent chance of rain in the
evening.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday: partly sunny, high
lower 60s, low upper 30s. Thursday:
mostly clear, high upper 60s. Friday:
partly cloudy and breezy, high 70s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $2.49 bushel
Posted county price — $2.41
Loan deficiency payment — 4¢
Corn — $1.75 bushel
Posted county price — $1.78
Loan deficiency payment — 21¢
Milo — $1.44 bushel
Soybeans — $3.98 bushel
Posted county price — $4.00
Loan deficiency payment — 92¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.00 cwt.
NuSun — $9.15 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 57¢
Confection current — $16/$8 cwi.
Pinto beans — $27
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

e pews 37 &
1p.m.

Mail bombs
very similar

OMAHA — Pipebombsleftin
mailboxes in lllinois, lowa and
Nebraska were nearly identical
and clearly came from the same
source, the FBI said today.

Agent Larry Holmquist said all
of the bombswere made with the
same materials. The only differ-
encesweresomesdlight variations
inthe detonation mechanisms, he
said, refusing to elaborate.

“Thereisno question that these
were planted by the same person
or persons,” Holmquist said. He
said letters planted with the
bombs, which carry an anti-gov-
ernment message, alsowereiden-
tical.

Six peoplewereinjured by ex-
plosionsin Illinois and lowa on
Friday. Two other bombsfoundin
lowadid not explode. Then, six
bombswerefound Saturday inru-
ral areas of Nebraska, and a sev-
enth wasfound Sunday.

Snhake sh

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Not everyone thinks holding a
Rattlesnake Roundup is such a great
idea.

Oneof theorganizersof theshow in
Sharon Springs, Judy Withers, saysshe
has gotten obscene phone calls and
threatening letters.

“We got one very horrible message
on our answering machine,” she said,
“and aletter withadeathwishinit. We
turned them over to the (Wallace
County) sheriff, sothat our law enforce-
ment isaware how much some people
are against what we are doing.”

Atleasttwoanimal rightsgroups, the
Humane Society of the United States
and Peoplefor theEthical Treatment of
Animals, andthe KansasHerpetol ogi-
cal Society, arecallingfor anendto
the show, calling it “barbaric,” “inhu-
mane,” and“dangerous.” Inpast years,
Topeka Collegiate School, a private
middle school, has been activein pro-
testing the event.

TeresaTelecky, director of thewild-
life trade program of the Humane So-
ciety, claimsthat many hunters flush
snakesout of their denswith gasoline,
which makestheden uninhabitablefor
both snakes, and any other animals
which might useit.

“Yes,itisillegal,” Telecky said, “ but
| am absolutely sure hunters are till
doingit.”

Witherssaysher group, Rattlesnake
Roundup Inc., will not accept any
snakeswhich have been gassed out of
their homes.

“We don’'t want peopleto gas,” she
said. “We just want to harvest the

Springs.

snakes, not eradicatethem. If wekilled
themall, wherewouldwebe?ltdoesn’t
make any senseto do that.”

Telecky says the Humane Society
hassent peopleinundercovertoall the
different roundups, includingtheonein
Sharon Springs.

Budget stuck
oN tax INcreases

Republicans ready to compromise

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — House Republican
|eaderswereready today tostrikeadeal
with Democrats on a package of tax
increasestofinancethebudget legisla-
torsapproved last week.

Getting an agreement might take a
while, though, and that makesadrawn
outwrap-upsessionlikely. Thesession
entereditsfifth day today.

Any deal islikely torequireaprom-
isetoincreaseaidto publicschoolsand
provide more money for social ser-
vices.Also, Democratswanttoincrease
income taxes, something many GOP
lawmakers have resisted.

House Speaker Kent Glasscock and
other Republicanleadersspent 45min-
utes behind closed doors with House
Minority Leader Jim Garner but when
the talks were over till didn't have a
firm idea of exactly what Garner’s
Democrats want.

Glasscock learned from a series of
debates Saturday that he doesn’t have
enough support among Republicansto

passatax package. TheHouseregjected
proposalstoincreasesales, inheritance
and tobacco excisetaxes.

The proposal would have helped
raise the $290 million needed to bal-
anceacompromise$4.4billionbudget
forthefiscal year beginningJuly 1. The
budget itself is headed to Gov. Bill
Graves.

“We still have no idea where the
Democrats are,” Glasscock, R-Man-
hattan, said after today’smeeting.“1’'m
going to keep meeting with them until
we reach someresolution.”

Pressedfor detail sabout what House
Democrats want, Garner remained
vague.

He said Democrats want more than
a “token” increase in aid to public
schoolsand morethanaone-year patch
onthebudget.

“There's got to be some legitimate
resolution to the budget and not just
patch something together, get out, and
come back here facing something just
as bad next year,” said Garner, D-
Coffeyville.

County may charge

owners for

It could cost alittle more to get
Poochie back the next time he gets
away, at least if thecounty’ sdog catcher
delivershim.

Sherman County commissioners
will meet Tuesday with Sheriff Doug
Whitson and Scott Gilmer, who picks
up dogs in the county, to review the
county’spolicy onanimal control.

WhilepayingApril’shills, commis-
sionersand county attorney questioned
some of the “dog miles’ that Gilmer
was asking reimbursement for. It was
not themiles, but rather thefact that in
somecasesthecounty couldhavebilled
thedog’ sowner when Gilmer pickedit
up and returnedit.

In most cases, officials said, when
Gilmer picksup adoginthecounty, it
istakentothePrairielandAnimal Clinic
and held for threedays. If not claimed
inthree days, the dogisturned over to
the Northwest KansasAnimal Shelter
aroup. and volunteerstrv tofind anew

lost dogs

home for it. County Attorney Bonnie
Selby asked about charging a dog
owner while examining the voucher
Gilmer had submittedinApril. Shesaid
therehad been at | east oneor twotimes
when Gilmer picked up adog and in-
stead of taking it to theAnimal Clinic,
hedelivered thedog back toitsowner.

The county also will hear areport
from the Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter, which will present a budget
reguest for next year.

In old business, the commissioners
areexpectedtoreview abidforthefarm
lease on land around the new landfill
southwest of Goodland.

Commissioners expect to have fig-
uresfrom Rhoads Construction onthe
proposed remodeling and expansi on of
thetransfer stationto prepareforinstal-
lation of atrash and cardboard baler.

Thecommissionersmeetat8a.m.in
thecommissionroomonthemainfloor
of the Sherman Countv courthouse.

Tim Gunther, a rattlesnake handler from Fort Collins, Colo., showed a
rattler’s fangs to the crowd atlastyear’s Rattlesnake Roundupin Sharon

Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

“Hunters have told us, off the
record,” shesaid, “that they till gasthe
snakes. It'seasier for themto doit that
way.”

KevinJones, director of law enforce-

See PROTEST, Page 4

ow Infuriates animal lovers

Rattlers to slither In
for annual roundup

Snakes, snakes, and more snakes.
Sharon Springswill becrawlingwith
them at the annual Rattlesnake
Roundup, the only show of itskind
in Kansas.

Therewill beabout 300 rattlersat
the show on Saturday and Sunday,
said Judy Withers, oneof theorganiz-
ers.

The show, inits 11th year, was
started asan economicdevel opment
project, Withers said. Organizers
noticed that roundups in Texas and
Oklahoma drew big crowds, she
said, and decided to get in onthe ac-
tion.

When the show is on, Wallace
County doublesitstiny popul ation.

“Sharon Springs has about 900
people, and Wallace County about
2,000,” Witherssaid. “ Wehaveabout
2,000 peoplecomethroughthegates
every year, and most of them aren’t
locals.”

Theshow will beopenfrom9am.
to 6 p.m. on Saturday, and 10a.m. to
4 p.m. on Sunday. Adultscan getin
for $4, and kidsfor $2.

Rattlesnake Roundup Inc. has
been getting ready for the event for
the past few months. The group had
a booth at Goodland's Home and
Garden Show, andWitherssaidthey

were at Colby’s and a few other
towns' aswell. It featured a python
you could pet.

“Alot of peopledon’t like snakes,
and refuseto comedown,” shesaid.
“1f we (go to shows), they find out
they aren’t nearly as afraid as they
thought they were.

“They can see we' re not reckless
with them. We are very careful. We
areall parents, grandparents, and so
on.”

Withers said the prairie and dia-
mondback rattlers will be kept in a
largeplexi-glasspit duringtheshow.
Snake handlers will perform stunts
with thereptiles.

Most of thesnakesare prairierat-
tlers, Witherssaid, caught by Kansas
snakehunterswhomust haveahunt-
ing license and snake permit. The
show buys them at about $5 per
pound.

Snakes caught for commercial
purposesmust beinconjunctionwith
an event, said Kevin Jones, director
of law enforcement for the Kansas
Department of Wildlifeand Parksin
Pratt. Hunting can’t start more than
30daysbeforeanevent, and ahunter
can only catch 10 snakes aday, and

See ROUNDUP, Page 4

Fixing‘
a leak

Rich Simon, city supervisor for
water and sewers, dug ahole with
a backhoe to getto a leaking wa-
ter line in front of Mr. Jim’s His
Shop on Main on Friday after-
noon. The city crew alsoreplaced
the building’s water meter.

Photos by Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News




