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Great Bend 3-1 Show a popular display of implements

One thing about it, the wind keeps
the smog down. We are supposed to
find something positive about all
things, andthat’sabout thesizeof it for
these windy, cold days that seem so
prevalent nowadays.

Roger and | just finished covering
the tomatoes, and we almost made it
back tothehousebeforethecoversgot
blown off.

Georgeand Robertal uckertwerein
Great Bend over the weekend for the
3-1 Show, and, according to Roberta,
they about froze and didn’t enjoy it
quiteasmuchasthey would haveif the
weather had been alittle nicer.

They didenjoy visitingtheir daugh-
ter, Betty Jensen, andweregrateful she
had some winter jackets they could
borrow. Soundslikethereweresevera
local folksattending thedisplay of al
the implements and equipment that
made the annual demonstrations.

You know, there’'ve been some
pretty tremendous advancementsin
machinery in just afew years time.
There are lawn mowersthat ook like
oversized ladybugs, tractorsthat |ook
like something from an alien world,
and household appliances that one
would never dream of, but after seeing
them for the first time, we decide we
can’t livewithout them.

Just got word tonight that our Col by
friend, AnitaRoulier, had afall aweek
or so ago, and broke her ankle. After a
tripto Hays, andthen back tothe Col by
hospital, she will be home againin a
few days. Soundslikeshemightbelaid
up for afew more weeks, so a* cheer-

sally

up card’ might bejust what the doctor
ordered. Roger and | will be looking
forward to seeing you while we're
shopping again, Anita, sohurry and get
well.

CorneliaBairdhad agreat gathering
for her 85th birthday at the Community
Church in Brewster on the 27th of
April. Sheisalsohavingarecuperation
time, and her daughter, Betty Jo Car-
penter, will behel ping her accomplish
this.

ColeenCrumrinehad surgery alittle
quicker than planned last week, and
now she iswell on the road to recov-
ery from the gall bladder removal.
Seemslikesheisfeeling better thanshe
hasin quite sometime.

There seemsto be quiteafew folks
that have been battling health prob-
lems, and we hope they all do aswell
as Coleen has. Sherry Horney also
seemsto be getting along great, and it
isgood to see her smiling face.

Betty Wolfe hasreally been getting
into Brewster history, and, from the
sound of what folks have been telling
me, you all are enjoying it too. Step-
ping back a few years and hearing
about the times that once kept folks
busy, isalittle like being there with
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them. Thanks for the
memories, Betty.

First off, Betty
wantsyoutoknow that
therewill beadelivery
of new books on May
7th so be sure to stop
by and see what the
new titles are. I know
youremember that thehoursareMon-
day andWednesday from 1-4 p.m.and
Saturday from 9-11a.m.

InTheBrewster Tidings, of Aug. 16,
1945, “During the thunderstorm on
Sunday afternoon, lightning struck the
north front corner of theHorney stone
building, cracking some of the stones
and knocking oneof thecoping stones
whichfell tothesidewalk, barely miss-
ing the marquee front of Georgia's
Cafe " If onelooks above the Senior
Center, theeffectsof thisstormcanstill
be seen.

Furtherin 1945, in December, “The
Farmers Coop was making prepara-
tions to move the exchange into the
new quartersinthe old Farmers Bank
building. Thebuilding isto beremod-
eled, making living quarters for the
Showalters, in the rear part. A new
switchboard and other equipment will
beinstalled.”

John and Selma Showalter and
daughter, Betty, werewell-knowntele-
phone operators of the company and
werehonoredfortheir service,in 1957,
after serving the community for 15
years. That isthe year that Dial tele-
phonecameto Brewster. How many of
you still havedial phones?

Hunting license required for roundup
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possess no morethan 20 at atime.

Toget asnakepermit, aperson must
haveahunting license, hesaid, which
includestakingahunter’ssafety course
for peopleborn after July 1, 1957, and
pay a$5fee.

Some hunters use a noose-type
catcher, Withers said, but some more
experienced snake gatherers use a
tong-type catcher with along handle,
which allowsthem to stand back three
or four feet.

Thesnakesareusually foundaround

prairiedogtowns, Witherssaid, andon
warm days, can be caught basking in
thesun.

After the show, the snakes are sold
and used for meat, leather and taxi-
dermy work, she said.

The diamondbacks are imported
from Oklahoma. Sincethey arebigger
snakes, Witherssaid, they areused for
butchering and making “snake
snacks.”

“Everyone says they taste like
chicken,” she said. “They taste like
deep-fried something with a heavy
crust.”

Besidesbeing abletotry snakeasa
meal, peoplecanvisit exhibitsinclud-
ing a climbing wall, butcher shop,
black powder and taxidermy booths, a
blacksmith, and of course, the thrill
show.

Therewill bedifferent non-poison-
ous snakes on display, Withers said,
andthewildlifedepartmentwill setup
a hunting simulator. Entertainment
will beprovided by an“openmic” ev-
ery half hour.

“We have arange of things,” she
said. “There ought to be something
interesting for everybody.”

With the graduations coming up,
Betty wantsyoutoknow therearesev-
eral past announcementsondisplay at
the Heritage Center from past gradu-
ating classes of Brewster and Edson.
Stop in and seeif your year ison dis-
play.

Now, the next entry that Betty has
given me goesway back to 1922. Ac-
cording to The Brewster Herald of
May 25th of that year, “ Thefirst Jun-
ior-Senior Banquet of Brewster High
School was held in the Methodist
Church, onMay 17.

Thosepresent were: Superintendent
and Mrs. W.E. Miles, Mr. and Mrs.
C.R. McCall, Mr. and Mrs. JR. Shir-
ley, Mrs. N.E. Brooksand Miss|vena
Hance.

Students present were seniors, Ber-
thaParker, Berniece Eicher and Hazel
Peacock and juniors, James McDon-
ad, Hubert Sampson, MableStraitand
LeolaGuise.

Mrs. Sampsonand MisslvaMcCall
weretheservers. Commencement that
year was postponed because of rain,
anditwasheldintheAmericanLegion
Hall (current museum). EW Albright
had chargeof theinvocationand bene-
diction. Professor C.E. Rarick of Hays
gavetheaddressfor thegraduatesand
thelarge audience.

C.R. McCall presented diplomasto
the three graduates. Later, on June 8,
there were 106 Thomas County boys
and girlsthat graduated fromthecom-
mon school s8thgrade, whichwasheld
at the Opera House in Colby. Those
from Brewster were Marion Strait,
EdithParker, Milan Barger, Lawrence
Winchip, Neva Crumrine and Corine
Hemming.”

Well, that wasafuntrip in the past.
It’sneat that so many of thenamesare
still Brewster mainstays. Most of the
names mentioned have died, but the
lives of thosethat they left behind are

till actively involvedinlocal events.

It’s nice to have ‘roots,” and, al-
though my heritage did not begin in
Brewster, | call thisplace‘home,’ soit
is nice to know about the way it used
to be.

The Brewster United Methodist
Women heldtheir monthly meeting on
Wednesday, April 24, at the Briney
Soddy, 20milesnorthwest of Brewster.
L esa Juenemann, hostess of the Beg
and Breakfast Soddy, served a deli-
cious6p.m.dinner. CeciAllen, Thresie
Aschenbrenner and Becky L uckert
were invited as guests of some of the
members.

TenUnited M ethodi st Women ladlies
attended: EvaL ou Selby, TanyaGray,
JoyceCrabtree, ColleenRall, Loraine
Bear, Nadine Kammer, Roberts
Luckert, Sue Randolf, Bonnie Reid
and Barbara Springsteen, who made
the arrangements for this dinner anc
program event.

Groups seek rights for rattlesnakes
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ment for the Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parksin Pratt, said he
can’'t remember anyone ever being
caught gassing snakesout of their dens.

Both animal rights groups claim
rounding uprattlesnakeshurtstheeco-
logical balance. Snakes eat rodents,
which can carry diseases. If the snake
population getstoo low, they say, ro-
dents can run rampant.

Oncethesnakesarecaught, Telecky
saysthey arestockpiledfor weeks, and
sometimes months, in trash cans or
crates, often without food or water.

InKansas, though, Jonessaid, hunt-
ingsnakescan't start morethan 30days
beforethe event.

“These snake hunters don’t always
careaboutwhatislegal,” Telecky said,
adding that often snakesarebroughtin
to Sharon Springs from other states,
where laws might be different.

Telecky says “daredevil shows,”
whereasnake-handler makestherep-
tilesperformtricks, causeabusetothe
snakes, and teach young people bad
habits. Telecky also said snakes are
often killed and skinned in public as
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part of the show, in front of children,
but Withersdeniesthat thishappensin
Sharon Springs.

“Snakesarekilledprivately,” Withers
said. “We don’'t make a spectacle of it.
People canwatchif they areinterested.
We do hope some people watch, to see
how an animal works, itsstructure.”

Withers saysthe only way children
would be ableto seethe butchering of
snakesisif their parentshold themup,
because the windows in the building
areaboveachild’ seyelevel.

“Wedid skinthemin publicthefirst
year or two,” Withers said, “but we
stopped doing that along time ago.”

Telecky sayspeoplewho havegone
through snake bones after the Sharon
Springs event have found broken ribs
andjawbones, whichshesaidis"asure
sign of abuse.”

“Snakescanfeel pain, andfear, and
canbehurt,” Telecky said.

Even if she was assured all the
snakesintheshow weretreated fairly,
shesaysshewould till call for anend
to the roundup.

“Thisis causing serious ecol ogical
damage,” shesaid.“ They areextermi-
nating aspecies.”

Withers says the show is an impor-
tant part of her town’seconomy.

“Thisis an economic devel opment
project. If peoplewouldlook at thesta-
tistics, they would see we are a very
poor county,” she said. “This show
givesour businesses atwo-day boost,
whichiswhat weintended.”

Telecky said raising money should
not mean animals haveto be hurt.

“1 don’t doubt they make alot of
money,” Telecky said, “but there are
much better waysthey could be doing
it.”

Withers says she likes it when
groups protest the show, because it’s
free publicity.

“Every timetheseenvironmentalists
raiseafuss,” shesaid, “that many more
people hear about our show, and we
didn’thavetopay for theadvertising.”

Theevent doesn’t causeany damage
to therattlesnake population, Withers
added.

“Beforethisshow, anyonewho saw
arattlesnakekilleditandletitrotinthe
field,” she said. “We don't capture
more than anyone ever killed. This
way, we put them to a good commer-
cial use.”
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