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commentary
from other pens...

Cold weather rule,
making it fair for all

You can be charged for ‘signal calling’

The Manhattan Mercury on cold weather rule:
The Kansas Corporation Commission will have a tough challenge

when members begin rewriting the so-called “cold weather rule.”
That’s the policy that prevents utility companies from disconnect-

ing gas and electricity service between Nov. 1 and March 31 for cus-
tomers who haven’t paid their bills.

The challenge will be preventing utility cutoffs for people who are
poor and who do the best they can to pay their bills while making sure
the utility companies aren’t being ripped off by people exploiting a well-
intended rule...

Indeed, the KCC agreed to consider rewriting the cold-weather rule
after turning down a request from Kansas Gas Service to require cus-
tomers to pay their outstanding balance before receiving winter gas
service...

The rule isn’t the main problem, though utility company frustration
is understandable. Customers now are required to pay just one-twelfth
of their balance (slightly more than 8 percent) to get reconnected...
Utilities and KCC staff consider 15 percent or more a fairer figure...

Citizens Utility Ratepayers Board (CURB) is right to insist that any
proposal to change the rule distinguish between people who are con-
tent to exploit the system and those who are poor and who pay what
they can.

If the KCC errs, it must be in keeping honest people warm, even if
that means a few folks who deserve a dose of cold reality slip in.

————
The Garden City Telegram on the Legislature’s inactions<

With all the talk during the legislative session about the money crunch,
you’d think lawmakers would be diligent and prudent when it comes
to spending on themselves. Not so.

Because the Legislature didn’t get its work done in the prescribed
amount of time, they’ll be heading back to Topeka to work overtime.
The 11-day wrap-up session will cost taxpayers nearly $300,000 in
legislative salaries and expense reimbursements.

One lawmaker, Lynn Jenkins, R-Shawnee, says she won’t accept her
paycheck for the wrap-up session. It’s a modest gesture and one that
the rest of the legislative body should adopt. Why reward tardiness?

The Legislature is going to get paid for working the overtime it cre-
ated itself by not getting its work done on time...

Children look to adults and will learn from what they see. They’ll
pick up on the values adults exhibit.

They’re taught to look to their elected officials as leaders, people to
emulate. That’s how politicians posture themselves when currying
votes.

But alas, we’ve seen myriad examples to underscore the necessity to
not put politicians on a pedestal.

Maybe Jenkins can serve as a beacon of light for the those who want
to find virtue in an elected representative.

By forgoing her paycheck, she sends a positive signal to her constitu-
ents, indeed all Kansans, that lawmakers shouldn’t exacerbate a prob-
lem they’ve been elected to solve.

Dear Attorney General Stovall:
I have relatives who periodically call me collect.

Although I refuse the calls because they are expen-
sive, I then call my family members back so that I
won’t have to pay for the collect call.  However,
my telephone company is wanting to charge me
several dollars for these collect calls that I do not
accept, even though I do not even speak to any of
my family members when they call.  Attorney
General Stovall, is there anything I can do to dis-
pute these charges?

Dear Kansas Consumer:
My office contacted your phone company to ask

about your billing.  What you have described is
referred to by the company as “signal calling,”
which is an arrangement between two parties
whereby one party places a collect call to another.
The second party refuses the call and then calls the
first party back.  The phone company says this is a
fraud against the company because the parties are

using the phone lines to communicate for free.
In your particular case, the operator placing the

call was alerted to the signal calling because when
you were told who was on the line you declined the
call and said, “I’ll call you back,” then hung up.  You
later admitted to the operator that you were trying
to avoid the collect call charges.   The operator
explained to you that the company did not allow
signal calling, and that you would be charged for a
one minute collect call.  After this warning you
continued the practice, and the company billed you
for a one-minute collect call after each occurrence.

To the Editor:
Thank you so much for your recent coverage of

our wrestling club’s activities. This is a highlight
for our kids and their accomplishments. Thank you
for your sponsorship.

The Goodland Kids Wrestling Club
———

To the Editor:
Some legislators are rallying around the argu-

ment that targeted taxes will pull us our of the
state’s budget deficit. They mistakenly contend
that consumers of alcoholic beverages, tobacco
and lottery tickets should be obliged to pay dispro-
portionately high taxes to help underwrite services
that all Kansans enjoy.

Targeted taxes of any kind are the fuzziest form
of math, and dangerous because of the implication
that a small group of “others” should and can gen-
erate enough revenue to fill our current budgetary
shortfalls. They are certainly no way to balance the
budget.

According to the National Conference of State

Legislators, a stable revenue source is “one that is
broad-based, equitable and not narrowly targeted
at one specific type of economic activity...” The
suggested taxes do not pass this test.

The state’s spending is overwhelmingly for gen-
eral purposes: education, social services, transpor-
tation and public safety. Where all citizens benefit,
all taxpayers have been willing to contribute eq-
uitably to the even larger taxes on targeted indus-
tries to subsidize statewide needs, and in fact, the
numbers that are coming out of conference com-
mittee have too large a hole to be filled with a
simple targeted tax.

The needs of all should not be carried on the
backs of a few. In his March 22 remarks on the state

Thank you for the kids wrestling club coverage
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The company stated that its fraud department
does not normally have a practice of looking for
signal calling.

However, if brought to its attention, the company
may watch the calling patterns of an account and
bill accordingly if signal calling is discovered and
after notice has been given to the party being called
that signal calling is not allowed.

Attorney General Carla J. Stovall offers this pub-
lic service to help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud.  Although some of the details have
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
are based on actual complaints.  For further infor-
mation or to file a complaint, please write Attorney
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310.  Leave your name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will be returned promptly.

budget solution, Gov. Graves said, “Every Kansan
will be affected. Every Kansan will be asked to con-
tribute to the solution.” The citizens of Kansas,
when shown where specific monies can be directed
to provide services, have always been willing to pay
their fair share, but first have rightfully asked ex-
actly how existing revenues have been allocated.
Increasing the tax burden of the hospitality indus-
try, a segment already hard-hut after the Sept. 11
tragedy, and first affected in the current economic
downturn, would be counterproductive.

Asking every Kansan to be part of the budget
solution is, I suggest, the fairest way out of the bud-
get crisis. And the only route that will put the state
back on a fiscally sound track. To attempt to bal-
ance the budget with any other selective form of
taxation would not only be punitive to the targeted
group in the short term, it would be fiscally irrespon-
sible in the long run.

Philip Bradley, executive director
Kansas Licensed Beverage Association
Lawrence

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20510.  (202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W,
Topeka, KS 66612.  (785) 296-7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 128-S, To-
peka, KS 66612.  (785) 296-7399

where to write

Looks like a long wrapup session

Letter Policy
The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes letters from readers. Letters should

be typewritten, and must include a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good
taste. We encourage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.
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We should be completed with the budget and
omnibus bills this week. Most expect the “final”
day to be Wednesday. That will likely be a late
evening as we finish tying up all the loose ends of
the 2002 session.

As back in January of this year I still believe we
will be leaving here with around .7 percent increase
in sales tax, at least 1 cent increase in all fuels tax,
modest increases in income taxes and some “sin”
taxes. Right now the House has refused to pass any
type of tax increase.

I have been voting for most of the increases as
we really will not be able to continue without forc-
ing either the state or local governments to increase
taxes.  An increase in taxes is not necessarily an
increase in spending.

The value of our dollar has decreased so just to
stay even it takes more “dollars” to pay the same
bills as paid last year. That often overlooked fact
is what is making this session so difficult.

When folks say services need to remain at last
years levels they are saying that they support a tax
increase. Only if one states that last years support
programs need to be reduced can we keep the state
budget anywhere near “even.”  Unfortunately that
still means an increase in taxes!

The Senate tax position is now a 4 cent increase
in gasoline taxes and 2 cent increase in diesel fu-

els plus assistance from the tobacco money to fund
a $20 increase in base state aid to K-12 schools and
a $75 million transportation fund.  The House will
be looking at their bill today or Tuesday.

Friday the House passed legislation to legalize
electronic gaming machines at pari-mutuel facili-
ties. The counties involved must first have autho-
rization for the gaming by majority vote of the
voters in the requesting county. The Senate is ex-
pected to pass the measure but right now is appar-
ently “short” by two votes. The issue will not be
brought up in the Senate until supporters are rela-
tively certain they have the votes to pass so I ex-
pect it will be one of the last items considered this
session.

The congressional map has been rejected and
remains in conference committee. Our State Board
of Education districts will not be completed until
the Congressional maps are completed. This may
be a long summer.

Current hall talk gets us out of here on Friday. I
was expecting today so who knows what the week
holds. Consensus is very difficult in such an open
system as we have in the Legislature. That is good
though as single individuals have less control of the
process than they used to so the people are benefit-
ing.

I can be reached at (785) 296-7676 through to-
day. After that we will not have secretaries so email
me at jmorriso@ink.org else you may have diffi-
culty reaching me.


