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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:45 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:40 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:46 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 68 degrees
+ Humidity 96 percent
* Sky cloudy
+ Winds northeast 11 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.90 inches

and falling

* Record High 95° (1966+)
* Record Low 29° (1978)

Last 24 Hours*

High 86°
Low 44°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: partly cloudy with 30 per-
cent chance of thunderstorms, winds
south 10 m.p.h., low upper 40s. To-
morrow: mostly cloudy with 30 per-
cent chance of showers. high near
70, low upper 30s, winds west 20-
30 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: mostly cloudy, high mid
50s, low lower 40s. Friday: partly

cloudy with chance of thunderstorms
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.53 bushel

Posted county price — $2.42

Loan deficiency payment — 18¢
Corn — $1.80 bushel

Posted county price — $1.78

Loan deficiency payment — 21¢
Milo — $1.49 bushel
Soybeans — $3.99 bushel

Posted county price — $4.02

Loan deficiency payment — 90¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $9.05 cw.

Nusun — $9.20 cwi.

Loan deficiency pmt. — 57¢

Confection current — $16/$8 cwt.
Pinto beans — $27

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news

from the
Associated

K
1p.m.

Support low
for tax hike

TOPEKA — Republican lead-
ersin both legislative chambers
werehavingtroublebuilding sup-
portfor thetax increasesnecessary
tofinanceabudget lawmakersal-
ready have passed.

A proposal before the Senate
wouldincreasetaxes$335million
to help finance government pro-
grams. But GOP|eaderswere not
sureitwould passandweretrying
todraft an alternative.

“We'redtill trying to devisethe
most correct plan,” said Senate
Assessment and Taxation Com-
mittee Chairman DaveCorbin, R-
Towanda

Meanwhile, House Republican
leaders hoped to build their own
package by dealing with Demo-
crats. The Senate plan would in-
crease awide array of taxes to
eliminate a $290 million holein
thebudget legislatorssent to Gov.
Bill Graveslast week.

Student made president of state club

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Kansasmembersof afamily and career lead-
ership club will be taking their orders from a
Goodland girl.

AmandaHoffman, ajunior at Goodland High
School, isthe statepresident of Family, Careers
and Community Leadersof America, aclubfor
high school students, for 2002-2003.

Other Goodland students have held state of -
fices, Hoffman said, but asfar assheknows, she

Kansas memberswith their leadership
projects, andwill directtheplanningfor

the2003 stateleadershipshowcase. The |

meeting, to be held in Wichita, is ex-
pected to draw 2,500 students.

To become president, shehad to best
10 candidatesfromthe 12 clubdistricts
inthestate. Shehadtotakeawrittentest,
passaninterview by a13-member panel
of clubadvisors, giveamock thank-you
speech, and give a presentation.

Hoffman

beginning of the spirit slogan, ‘ Obey
your... theaudiencefinished thephrase
for me with ‘thirst.’” It kind of proved
that people areimpacted by what they
see, and can be impacted by what our
clubdoes.”

Hoffman served as secretary of the
Goodland chapter, and later asthedis-
trict president. She hastraveled to na-
tional meeting in Florida and Califor-
nia, and is getting ready for the next

to do that.

“Theclubhasbeengoodtome,” Hoffmansaid.
“1 want to keep involved withit.”

The Goodland chapter runs Little Brother,
Little Sister, where high school students spenc
timewith young children after school and serve
as role models and mentors. The club usually
givestwo scholarshipsayear, Hoffmansaid, and
adopts a Goodland family every year, helping
them with food and money.

“Our main focusisonthefamily,” shesaid.

isthefirst to become president.

“lwasextremely excited,” shesaid. “ It ssome-
thing that’s been on the back of my mind since
freshman year, ever since | saw the officerson
stage at my first state meeting. It's actually re-

aly cool.”

As president, she will help her 6,000 fellow

“We could be alittle creative,”

Hoffman said.

Bomb suspect
sought In Texas

AMARILLO, Texas (AP) — The
FBI issued an all-pointsbull etin today
for a 22-year-old man, described as
armed and dangerous, in connection
with awave of pipe bombs found in
rural mailboxes.

Lubbock police spokesman Bill
Morgansaidthebulletinidentified the
man as L uke John Helder, who was
seendrivingagray HondaAccordwith
Minnesota plates. The bulletin said
Helder was armed and dangerous,
Morgan said.

Morgan’s statement came shortly
after apipe bomb wasdiscoveredina
rural mailboxinAmarillo—110miles
north of Lubbock — with aletter at-
tached. The device was similar to 17
found in four other states, FBI agent
Larry Holmquist said in Omaha.

InSalida, Colo., FBl agent Daniel T.
Leyman said authorities nationwide
havethedescriptionand nameof aman
whoisapossiblesuspect. Leymanalso
identified the man asLuke Helder.

“We cannot rule out that heis con-
nected with some kind of organiza-
tion,” Leyman said.

InOmaha, wheretheinvestigationis
centered, the FBI refused to confirm
that Helder is a suspect. Holmquist
wouldonly say that investigatorswere
aware that an all-points bulletin had
been issued for aman.

At a news conference in Amarillo,
FBI agent Miles Burden declined to
answer questions about Helder, refer-

ringreporterstoanafternoon newscon-
ferencein Washington.

The bomb found in Texas was ac-
companied by aletter, the FBI said.
Holmquist saidit wasfoundwithinthe
Amarillo city limits by a homeowner
around 4:30 p.m. Monday. The home-
owner found thebombinaplastic bag
and“ moveditintotheir residence” be-
fore calling authorities, he said.

Most of the 17 earlier bombsfound
intheMidwest and Colorado wereac-
companied by antigovernment notes
that warned, “More ' attention getters
areontheway.”

There have been no arrests and no
injuriesreported sincesix peoplewere
hurt Friday.

Authorities said notes found with
most of theearlier deviceswerenearly
identical, and profiling expertshad said
whoever wrote them is probably an
older American man.

Officials described the bombs as
three-quarter-inch steel pi pesattached
to 9-volt batteries, and said they ap-
pearedtobetriggered by beingtouched
or moved.

Investigators had not yet inspected
the letter attached to the Amarillo
bomb, Holmquist said.

“Wehaven't madeany comparisons
yet, but everything el se, including the
bombitself, lookssimilar...,” hesaid.

The FBI said today that thefirst 16
bombs clearly came from the same
sourceand al carried similar letters.

Teachers want change

In policy on

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Goodland teachers say the way the
district handlesstaff complaintsneeds
to change because the current proce-
duretakestoolongand doesn’'tinvolve
animpartial third party.

Negotiators representing the teach-
ersunion proposed Monday gettingrid
of some stepsin the grievance proce-
dureand giving staff theoptiontohave
their complaint heard by amediator or
arbitrator outsidethedistrict. Negotia-
torsfor theschool board saidthey don’t
want to include a third party and the
board should havethefinal say onhow
any complaint ishandled.

The proposal was made during an-
nual teacher contract negotiations.
Negotiatingteamsfor theteachersand
the board have so far met three times
thisyear todecidewhat will beincluded
inthe2002-2003 agreement. They will
meet again at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May
21, at the school administration office
onMainAvenue.

Negotiatorshaveagreedonacouple
of issues, but are still wrangling over
proposals from both sides. They can’t
discusssalary increasesuntil the Kan-
sas L egislature decides how much it
will give schools next year, adecision
expected thisweek.

The four-member district team,
headed by board member Kathy
Russdll, agreedto attach teacher evalu-
ationformstotheagreementif aclause
isincluded saying thecontentisn’t ne-
gotiable.

The five-member teacher team,
headed by Spanish teacher Mary

complaints

Porterfield, tentatively agreed. Porter-
fieldsaidit’simportant for staff toknow
what aspects of their performance are
being reviewed.

Both sides agreed during a meeting
last week to each throw out three pro-
posals tied to money because the dis-
trict will likely have a smaller budget
next year, thanksto state money prob-
lemsand fewer studentsenrolling.

Issues still on the table are teacher
suggestionstoincludestartingandend-
ing times of the work day, change the
way complaints from parents are
handled, update the technology re-
quirement and giveteachersforced to
changegradelevelsmoney to buy new
supplies. Theboardwantstomakevol-
untary duties outside the classroom
mandatory and require teachers who
want to quit to give notice by May 15.

Theboard team submitted two coun-
terproposalstonotincludestartingand
ending timesand keep how thedistrict
handles complaints from parents the
same. Membersdidn’t say much about
the teachers’ proposal to change the
grievanceprocedure, sayingthey need
timeto mull it over.

Porterfield said the current proce-
dureisunfair becauseanimpartial third
party is never included. At an earlier
meeting, she said many times the
peoplethecomplaintisagainst arethe
same ones deciding a solution or pun-
ishment.

In the current policy, she said, a
teacher first talksto theprincipal, then
thesuperintendent, thentheboard. It’s

See CONTRACT, Page 6

The clubs theme thisyear is“Lights, camera,
action,” soshedecidedtodoher presentationasa Hoffman said.
series of television commercials.

“1 wanted to show how society isimpacted by
thingsit sees,” Hoffman said. “When | gave the

meeting in Minnesota.
“1’ve got to go places and see things | never
would have if | hadn’t been part of the club,”

After membersgraduatefrom high school, they
canbecomeal umni members, Hoffman said, and
keep participating. She says she definitely plans

The group raises money for its activities by
auctioning off members at a dance, and by run-
ning a“money grab” at Max Jones Fieldhouse

every year.

Goodland'sdistrict has 13 chapters, Hoffman
said, andwill holditsnext meeting, thefall acad-
emy, at Northwest Kansas Technical College.
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Empoyers
get awards

Richard Schwasinger, Decaclub
sponsor, introduced VeraBeneda
(above), who gave awaythe Allan
E. Beneda Memorial Scholarship
atthe Deca Employer/Employee
dinner Monday evening at the
Goodland Elks Lodge. The
award, named after Beneda’s
son, went to Sharon Ries, club
president. Ries (right), got ready
to name the Sherman Theatre
and the Good Samaritan Center
as employers of the year.

Photos by Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Man asks repeal of parking rule

By Doug Stephen

The Goodland Daily News

A Goodlandcitizenhasaskedthecity
commissionto repeal part of aparking
ordinance at itslast two meetings.

Ron Barkley sayshewould likethe
commissionerstoamendthepart of the
ordinance passed in November which
dealswithrecreational vehicles. Under
theordinance, motor homesand camp-
ers can't be parked on the street for
morethan two hours.

Barkley says he has out-of-town
family members who stop by and see
him from timeto time, and they might
stop coming if they have to spend the
night in a motel or a campground in-
stead of parkinginthe street.

The parking ordinanceis at cross-
purposes with all the effort which has
gone into making Goodland more ac-

cessible, hesaid. Therecent road work
and the giant Van Gogh sunflower
painting were meant to draw people
into town from Interstate 70, he said.

“Wewanttopull peoplein,” Barkley
said, “but then we tell them we don't
want them to park overnight.”

Mayor Tom Rohr said people had
complainedabout recreationa vehicles
blockingthestreetsand becoming eye-
Sores.

Barkely suggested apermitbemade
available for recreational vehicles,
whichwould allow themto stay onthe
street for aday or two, or at least over-
night.

“Welookedintothat whenwepassed
the ordinance,” Rohr said.

Commissioner Dean Blume said a
police officer would haveto check the
date and time a permit was issued,

which would use up manpower, anc
would end up costing more than the
permit brought in.

Barkley had brought hisniece, Joyce
May, to the meeting Monday, saying
that she comes to town about twice &
year.

“Shecollectsantiques,” hesaid, “and
spendsagood amount of money on her
biannual visits.”

May said she was unhappy with the
ordinance.

Her grandmother livesat Wheatridge
Acres, shesaid, andtwohoursjustisn't
long enough to visit.

“1 do not feel welcome,” shesaid.

The ordinance made her husband
angry, shesaid, and hethreatened never
to come back to Goodland again.

Rohr said the commission would
continueto look into the matter.

New street section keeps old name

City commissionersdecidedtoname
thenew street that connects19th Street
and Business U.S. 24 “Wyoming,”
sinceit basically extends the existing
street by that name.

City Manager RonPickman saidthe
new street closely alignswiththeexist-
ing street of that name. It's not a per-

fectfit, hesaid, butwiththetraintracks
and buildingsinthearea, theroad will
never go straight through anyway.
Commissioner Rick Billinger saidhe
had abetter idea.
“I’ve got a suggestion,” he said.
“How about ‘ Golden Beltway?'”
Billinger couldn’t keep a straight

face, though, and the Wyoming mation
passed.
In other business, the commission:
» Heard an early request from Susan
Weagel eof theNorthwest KansasFam-
ily Shelter for agrant of $850for 2003.
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