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Women's Army Corps deemed big success

WhileAmericandiscussed themer-
its of the WAAC, Congress opened
hearingsinMarch 1943 ontheconver-
sion of the WAAC into the Regular
Army.

Army leadersasked for authority to
convert theWomen'sArmy Auxiliary
Corpsinto the Women's Army Corps
(WAC), which would be part of the
Army itself rather than merely serving
withit.

TheWAAChadbeenanunqualified
success, according to the unit’s offi-
cial history attheU.S.Army Center for
Military History, and the Army re-
ceived morerequestsfor WAACsthan
it could provide. Although WAACs
weredesperately needed oversesas, the
Army could not offer themthe protec-
tion if captured or benefitsif injured
whichRegular Army soldiersreceived.

OnJuly 3, 1943, after adel ay caused
by congressional hearingson the sev-
eral controversial issues, theWAChill
wassignedintolaw. All WAACswere
given achoice of joining the Army as
amember of the WAC or returning to
civilian life. Although the majority
decidedtoenlist, 25 percentdecidedto
leave.

Women returned homefor avariety
of reasons. Somewereneeded at home
becauseof family problems; othershad
taken a dislike to group living and
Army discipline. Somewomendidnot
want to wear their uniform while off
duty, as required of members of the
armed forces.

Women el ecting to leave also com-
plained that they had not been kept
busy or that they had not felt neededin
their jobs. Not surprisingly, themajor-
ity of thosewhol eft had beenassigned
totheArmy Ground Forces, whichhad
been reluctant to accept womeninthe
first place and wherethewomenwere
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A postcard from World War Il shows a woman in uniform using a rolling pin to smash an enemy soldier. The
motto of the WAC was “Replacing a man for combat.”

oftenunderutilized andignored. Some
34 percent of theWAACsallocated to
the Army Ground Forces decided to
leave, compared to 20 percent of those
intheArmy Air Forcesand 25 percent
of thoseinthe Army Service Forces.

Withtheconversionof theWomen's
ArmyAucxiliary CorpstotheWomen's
Army Corps, former WAACfirst, sec-
ond, andthird officersbecamecaptains
and first and second lieutenants, re-
spectively.

Director Hobby was officially pro-
moted to the rank of colonel, while
WA C service command and theater
staff directorswere promoted to lieu-
tenant colonels. Company command-

ershbecamecaptainsor majorsdepend-
inguponthesizeof their commandand
their timein service.

Enlisted women were ranked from
master sergeant through corporal and
private, the same as their male coun-
terparts.

Although WAC enlistments never
reachedthelevelsattained early inthe
war, recruitment maintained a steady
pacefromthefall of 1943throughearly
1945, allowingtheWar Department to
respond to overseas theater requests
with additional WA C companies.

One month after V-E Day, May 8,
1945, WAC Director Oveta Culp
Hobby resigned fromthecorpsfor per-

Fort Des Moines WAC Museum

sonal reasons. Colonel Hobby's dedi-
cated and skillful administration was
the primary force behind the wartime
success of the organization, from its
formation and overall philosophy
through its rapid growth, the conver-

sionfromtheWAACtotheWAC, and
itsaccomplishmentsoverseas.

Hobby recommended asher succes-
sor Lt. Col. Westray Battle Boyce,
deputy director of theWACandformer
staff director of theNorthAfrican The-
ater. Col. Boyce was appointed WAC
director in July 1945 and oversaw the
demobilization of the WAC after V-J
Day inAug. 1945.

TheArmy acknowledgedthecontri-
butions of the Women's Army Corps
duringWorldWar I by granting mem-
bers many awards. WAC Director
Hobby receivedthe Distinguished Ser-
viceMedal. Sixty-two WA Csreceived
the Legion of Merit, awarded for ex-
ceptionally meritoriousconductinthe
performance of duty.

These awards went to Deputy Di-
rector Boyceandthe WA C staff direc-
tors of every theater of operationsin
which WA Cswere employed, aswell
asenlistedwomensuchasSgt. Maxine
J. Rohkar, who received her award for
“devotion to duty in administering
classified documents pertaining to
operationsat SalernoandAnzio,” and
Sgt. LettieF. Ewing, who“initiatedand
put into motion new methods of pro-
cessing quartermaster requisitions.”

Much of the Women'sArmy Corps
wasdemobilized, alongwiththerest of
theArmy, startingimmediately after V-
E Day in Europe. Not al the women

wereallowedto return homeimmedi-
ately, however. Inorder toaccomplish
its occupation mission, the Army
granted its commanders authority to
retain some specialists, including
WAC:s, in place as long as they were
needed.

Within six monthstheArmy bowed
topublicand political pressureand sent
most of itssoldiershome. On Dec. 31
1946, WAC strength was under
10,000, the majority of whom held
statesideduty and hopedtobeallowed
tostay intheArmy.

Earlier in 1946, the Army asked
Congressfor theauthority to establish
theWomen’'sArmy Corpsasapermar
nent part of the Regular Army.

Thisisthegreatest singleindication
of the success of the wartime WAC.
TheArmy acknowledgedaneedfor the
skills society believed women coulo
provide.

Although the bill was delayed in
Congress for two years by conserva-
tives, itfinally becamelaw onJune 12,
1948.

With the passage of this bill, the
Women’sArmy Corpsbecameasepa-
rate corps of the Regular Army. It re-
mained part of the U.S. Army organi-
zationuntil 1978, whenitsexistenceas
a separate corps was abolished and
womenwerefully assimilated into all
but the combat branches of the Army.

Wichita pays settlement to jailed

WICHITA (AP) — A class action
lawsuit filed on behalf of more than
7,000 people jailed for failure to pay
Wichita Municipal Court fines was
settled Tuesday with thecity agreeing
to pay $2.7 million.

Under the out-of-court agreement,

theplaintiffswill get at least $115 each,
in addition to acash payment depend-
ing on how length eachwasjailed, the
city said.

Their attorneyswill collect at least
$1million, and arerequestingthecourt
approve additional feestotaling more

than $2 million.

Thelawsuit challengedtheconstitu-
tionality of the so-called time to pay
docket tocollect unpaidfinesand court
costs.

Inaddition, thecity agreedtoforgive
the court debt for cases owed.
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Smother Mother
with Love!
Sunday, May 12th
11a.m.to2p.m.

inside
Howard Johnson

Moonlight Gardens

Whispers
Roast Beef, Ham,
Chicken, with all the

Greenhouse
Ready to Plant:

. . Trees Annuals Serving turkey, primerib, cherry
trimmina’s & oo Fruit Trees Perennials -7 : : glazed ham., smoked salmon, and
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STEAKHOUSE of FREE flowers to Mothers

We've added two more buffet linesand additional
seating for our customer s convenience.

Now serving certified Black Angus beef.
1523 Arcade Ave. « Goodland ¢ 899-6275

a flower for mom.
11a.m.to2p.m.
Mother’s Day, May 12

Illanging Baskets « Planters
Pond Fish « Water Plants « Mulch

Don’t Forget Mother’s Day - May 12

(reserve your selection now)
Open 7 days a week

- [-70 & K-27 Mon. - Sat.: 9:30 - 5:00 « Tues. & Thurs.: Open til 8 p.m.
j _ _ Sunday: 1to 4 p.m.
Howard Johnson 785-899-3644
- ¢ 1837 county Rd. V., Colby, KS
Goodland, KS i’ Y

3 miles north on Hwy 25, 1/2 mile west.

Mother’s Day
Subscription Special

1yr. e $72

(maximum renewal, 2 yrs.)

6 mo. « $38

Only available at the
Goodland Daily News office
May 8th through May 13th

Mother’s
Day IS
Sunday
May 12th

Show your love with The Thomas Kinkade Teapot
Bouquet featuring roses, lavender larkspur,
mini-carnations, waxflowers and more.

Cobblestone Floral & Garden Center

508 E. 12th « Goodland, Kansas

785-899-3663 %}jﬁﬁ
“Service, Selection, Satisfaction!” Teleﬂoraw

A large selection of urns, blooming hanging baskets
and twig planters!!

« ROSE PLANTS =

Blooming Potted Roses! Miniature Roses!
Jackson & Perkins Roses!

TREES =« SHRUBS
Quality Nursery Stock!!

Vegetables ~ Annuals

We have a large selection of
zoned perennials!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

-- Colby’s Full Service Garden Center --

GOLDEN PLAINS GARDEN

1140 Plains
Ave.
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Goodland Daily News

1205 Main « Goodland, Kan. « (785) 899-2338

Happy Mother’s Day!

462-7528

CENTER

OPEN: 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday
Thursday till 8:00 « 12:00-5:00 p.m., Sunday




