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Saints and sinners: A need to return to the ‘good old days

Whenmy sister was13or 14, | canremem-
ber her going upto our mother andlamenting,
“Mama, | have nothing tolook forwardto.”

Thewholeworldtoday isinthesamefix as
my sister was. We have nothing to look for-
ward to.

Wecanall put upwithrainy dayswhenthe
forecast for tomorrow is sunny skies. But,
when the clouds return after the rain and the
prospect isfor moreof thesameall week, our
spiritsdip. That isthe situation we appear to
bein.

There may be signsof an economic recov-
ery onthefar horizon, but wewill put off cel-
ebrating until the next quarter’s earning re-
portsand unemployment figuresarein.

After 9/11, we thought we could look for-
ward to anew eraof civic togetherness. But,
asapeople, we are getting meaner and more

short-tempered with one another. A survey
showsthat almost 80 percent of usfeel that a
lack of respect and common courtesy isase-
riousproblemintheUnited States— andit’s
getting worse.

Examplesabound. Twowomengotintoan
argument on a supermarket checkout line. It
got so heated that one of the women went to
her car, got a hammer out of the trunk and
smashed her antagonist’s headlight.

Worst-casescenario: Peopleareafraid that
suicide bomberswill make their way to this
country.

Well, if there is nothing good to look for-
ward to, maybe we can look back to the past
in order to regain our sanity. Maybe we can
bringitback. Therearesignsthat thisiswhat
we may be attempting to do.
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TV commercials — and “He likesit!” Mr.
Whipple is warning his customers not to
squeezethe Charmin.

Theyawning Maytag repairmanhashisfeet
upagainwaiting for customer complaintsthat
don’t comein.

To remind us how good the past could be,
weare eating foodsthat wereour favoritesin
thegood old days. Onthemenu at anupscale
Chicago restaurant are such 1940s and ' 50s

saints & sinners

cuisine as stuffed peppers, chicken pot pie,
turkey with mashed potatoes, chipped beef on
toast, meatloaf, grilled cheese sandwiches,
egg salad on Wonder Bread and hash with
poached eggs - all washed down with a
milkshake.

And, “Jello-O again.” Even Jack Benny’s
favorite can be seen on the dessert carts at
some of the nicer restaurants. Diners are
homesick for Chef Mom, who never heard of
beef carbonnade, asparagus al dente or
pommesfrites.

Some people say that the “good old days”
isjust anostal gic saying for atimethat never
was. They may bewrong, however. Therewas
atime, says James Collier in hisbook, “The
Rise of Selfishnessin America’ (Oxford
Press, 1991), when the great mass of Ameri-
canslived in asocial order that was predict-

able, stable and basically decent.

Although longing for that world won’t
bring it back, nostal giacan bemorethan just
aromanticlookingbackwardto*thebigbanc
sounds” of the 1940s.

“Findingoursalvesnotintheworldwelove
but knowing how deeply weloveit,” saysnov-
elist John Cheever, “thereiskindled withinus
the conviction that we will discover the way
toreturntoitinthefuture.”

If our “dream is behind us,” as F. Scott
Fitzgerald has his hero say in “ The Great
Gatsby,” the answer for us may be to turn
around and recapture the dream. What hap-
pened to the“good old days’ ?

Did you and | contributeto their passing~
(Whatwasit Edmund Burkesaid about “ good
men who do nothing” ? Was he talking about
us?)

Islamic principles guide preservation of the environment on small island

By George Mwangi
Associated Press Writer

MISALI ISLAND, Zanzibar — A
conservation project based onlslamic
principles is aiming to preserve the
beauty of Misdli Iland, anuninhabited
spot off mainland Africasurrounded by
amagnificent coral reef.

“There are versesin the Quran that
teach uswhy weshould not destroy the
environment,” said Ali Mohammed
Haji, alocal fisherman. “To conserve
isinvestment. Thereareal ot of benefits
... what we conserve will be used by
generationsto come.”

Thecora reef around Misali makes
theareaattractivetodivers, andtheis-
landitself ishometogreenand hawks-
bill turtles that build their nestsinits
white sand.

In order tokeep out devel operswho
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wantedtoturnthe222-acreislandinto
an Indian Ocean resort, the semiauto-
nomous government of Zanzibar —
which is part of Tanzania— declared
theisland of tropical trees and volca-
nicrock aprotected conservation area
in1998.

The Zanzibari government, CARE
International, the Austrian govern-
ment, the European Union, African
WildlifeFoundation, IrishAidandthe
local community have since estab-
lished the Misali Island Conservation
Association.

The group will eventually become
themanager of the Jozani-ChwakaBay
conservation project, under which
some1,500fishermenhaveagreed not
tofishalong Misali'scoral reef andin
other breeding areas, and not to fish
with dynamite, poison or netsthat are
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tightly woven.

In exchange, the fishermen will get
aportionof therevenuesfromtourism
by diversand other conservation-con-
scious visitors who may be drawn by
the untouched beauty of Misali.

Organizers say the project depends
on the Islamic concept of balancein
nature, and al so appealstopre-Islamic
beliefs that the island’s coral caves
were inhabited by spirits who would
ensuregood healthandlargecatchesif
|eft offerings.

For generations, fishermenfromvil-
lagesonnearby PembaintheZanzibar
archipelago havebeenusing Misali as
afishing camp and asite for spiritual
activities.

Legendhasitthat Misali gotitsname
after theprophet Muhammad appeared
and asked for a prayer mat — or

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am
Sunday School: 9:15a.m.

unior High & High School Youth Groups,

“msala’ in the Kiswahili language of
Africa seasterncoast. Whennonewas
available, heis said to have declared
that the teardrop-shaped island that
pointsnortheast toward Meccawould
behismat.

Ali Thani,whocoordinatestheMus-
lim ethics portion of the project, said
hisofficeprovideslocal religiouslead-
ersand school swith postersand pam-
phlets that offer guidance on how to
make the teachings of the Quran rel-
evant to fishermen and the conserva-
tion of their environment.

If the Islamic-based conservation
education works on the island over a
two-year period, Thani said, the con-
cept will be tried on other parts of
Africa sIndian Ocean coast whosein-
habitantsare primarily Muslim.

“The project isinnovative asfar as

conservationisconcerned,” said James
Hutchins, an American researcher. “ It
is not demanding a lot from the re-
source users’ — thefisherman.

But he said the project is challeng-
ing because it involves working with
fishermenwhoremainintheconserva:
tion area, as compared to other ap-
proachesin which local communities
are removed from the areato be con-
served. Of course, not everyoneis
happy with the project.

“We don’t know why they are con-
serving Misali; now we cannot fish
wheretherearefish,” said Mkumbwa
SaidAli, a33-year-oldfishermanwho
hasbeen making hisliving at thework
sincehewas 10.

“Wearesuffering ... they should go
and conserve somewhere else. The
project isbenefiting peopleat thetop,

but we poor people are not benefiting
becausewetotally dependonfishing.”

Hutchins said such complaints are
valid because it will take time before
thefishermenbegintobenefitfromthe
project, whichisa sointroducing asav-
ingsand credit plan.

Project executive director Ali
Abdalla said 40 percent of revenue
raised from tourism on theisland will
gotothelocal community and 60 per-
cent toward conservation manage-
ment.

Project manager Amour Bakari de-
nied claimsthat theproject wasfoster-
ing Islamic fundamentalism.

“We are not supporting Islam as &
religion. We are supporting culture,”
Bakari said. “Wewant toenablepeople
touseprinciplestaughtintheQuranfor
conservation.”
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