2 The Goodland Daily News / Wednesday, May 9, 2002

commentary

from other pens...

Expandig gambling
is simply a bad idea

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on expanded gambling:

You passhy ablackjack table. Youimpulsively stop and think about
putting down a$100 bet. Just before you do, something inthe back of
your mind tellsyouit’sabad idea. Chancesare, it probably is.

Yet, that's pretty much what the Kansas House has done by approv-
ing abill Saturday that would expand gambling in the state by allow-
ing slot machinesat the five pari-mutuel tracks here plus one undeter-
mined “at large” site.

Youred ly havetowonder if it sagoodidea, whether therewasenough
opendebateaboutit—andif lawmakersrealizejust what acan of worms
it isthat they may be opening.

Once opened, the can will be next toimpossibleto close, too...

So, after having passed a$4.4 billion budget that cutswhat it reason-
ably can, lawvmakersarestill staring at anearly $300 million shortfall.

It appearsasif House members are proposing what they think isan
easy way out— whileoddly eschewing sure-thing revenueproducers...

Thishill should not become law becauseit will help the state out of
itsfinancial problems. It won’t. The only way thisbill should become
law isif it'sagood idea— in either good times or bad.

That'sdebatable. But at thispoint, thedebatehasn’ treal ly taken place.
Nor areslot machinestheway to get yourself out of a$300 millionhole.
TheManhattan Mercury on need for tax increase:

Ever so briefly, the Legislature’s approval last week of a budget
seemed like the sort of step that might signal the beginning of the end
of the 2002 Legislature.

After all, one would like to think that members of the House and
Senatewouldn’t havedonethat without at | east somesense of how they
would fund the $4.4 billion spending plan. Then lawmakers spent the
weekend talking around the problem avoiding responsiblesolutions...

Tappingreservesandthegamblingbill bothareill advised, theformer
because it would make the state more vulnerable, the latter because
legislatorsought to know better thantoincreasethe state’ srelianceon
afunding sourcethat will create asmany problemsasit solves.

Legidators reluctanceto raisetaxesisunderstandable, particularly
inan election year. But they should doit anyway. Their refusal toraise
taxesignorestherole that the tax cuts the L egisature enacted during
thelate 1990s had in creating the situation the state now isin...

Restoring some of that revenueflow through avariety of modest tax
increasesremainsthemost responsibleoptionfor dealingwithacrisis
of historic proportions.

TheHutchinson Newson grade system:

XF. It soundslike acabletelevision channdl. ... Butit’snot.

It'san exclusive new grade at Barton County Community College,
reserved for cheaters.

After an outbreak of cheating last fall, faculty and administratorsno
longer believed that an Fwasenough. Not after asmany as 30 students
cheated ontheir finals. ...

Aninstructional integrity committee and the Barton County faculty
council set outtodevel opaninterim policy for thespring semester. They
borrowedtheideafrom Kansas State University, whereit' sbeenavail-
abletoteachersfor severa years.

At K-State policy allowsthe school to remove an XF gradefrom an
offender’s transcript if the student completes a special ethics class.
Faculty and administrators at Barton County don’t know if they’re
willing to bethat lenient.

“Maybeif students understand the XF grade and realizeit is some-
thing that could follow them through life and create problems along
the way, they’ll think twice about cheating,” said Jennifer Schartz, a
faculty council member.

Young people make mistakes. But if colleges do not hold students
accountablefor their choices, they learn nothing.

Or, worse, they learn what high school sophomores|earned last fall
in Piper — that authority can be manipulated. ...
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WeRe PespaRaTe.
WHaT oTHeR ¢Hoice
Do We Have?

Planning daughter’s big,

Nik ran from the room, holding his head and
screaming. Stevejust looked bored.

We were planning for the biggest day in a
mother’slife— her daughter’swedding.

Thegroomranoff inhorror andthefather of the
brideslipped out theback door. Feliciaand | hada
great time.

Nik and Feliciaplanto tiethe knot in Augusta,
Ga., on Labor Day weekend.

Because heis Jewish and sheis Cathalic, they
decided to get married by ajudge. We offered to
give them a check and they could spend it how-
ever they wanted — big wedding, down payment
on ahouse, nice honeymoon, whatever. Hisfolks
tossed in the money they would normally spend
on arehearsal dinner and flowers.

Thekidsopted for asmall wedding, abarbecue
for friendsand anicehoneymoon, but Feliciahad
been fussing about the detailsfor the last several
monthswithout getting very much done.

So, Steveand | hopped aplanefor Augustalast
week and while he and Nik were out pricing new
and used computers, Feliciaand | were planning
thefestivities.

Thekidshavealready signedacontract onanice
little house, so Feliciais calling her barbecue a
housewarming.

We divided the plansinto three parts — wed-
ding, party and trip.

Thetripweleft to Nik. They plan to spend two
weeks in Italy, traveling to Rome, Naples and
Milan. Half the budget was allocated for thetrip.

Peace

Yitzhak Frankenthal distilled thelsraeli-Pales-
tinianwar, themost complicated of conflicts, toone
simpletruth:

“My son was killed because there is no peace
between usand the Palestinians,” he said.

Frankenthal isa50-year-old Orthodox Jew who
livesin Jerusalem. He wears a yarmulke, keeps
kosher and observesthe Sabbath. Hebelievescom-
pletely inanindependent Israeli stateand astrong
Israeli army.

But he is despised by many fellow Orthodox
Jews. Somewon't speak to him or bein hispres-
ence.

“Thereisalot of hatred against me,” he said
yesterday during avisit to San Francisco to raise
money. “ Phonecalls, faxes, e-mails. They say ter-
rible, terriblethings.

“1"mnot talking about extremi st Orthodox Jews.
I’ mtalking about wonderful people. They arego-
ing acompletely different way thanI’m going.”

Frankenthal heads agroup of 750 bereaved Is-
raeli and Pal estinian parentswhosechildrenhhave
beenkilledintheconflict. They believeif they,who
have suffered the greatest | osses, can sit together
and work for peace, then anyone can. They are
pushing for reconciliation through compromise
and concession.

Inthat effort, they erectedbillboardsinlsrael and
the occupied territories last fall reiterating the
words of Yitzhak Rabin and Menachem Begin:
“Better tohavepainsof peacethanagoniesof war.”

Criticssay Frankenthal isat best naive, at worst

The barbecue was easy. We figured out how
much hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, slaw,
chips, beer, pop and iceto feed 75 would be. We
addedinalittlefor plates, napkins, plasticwareand
condiments. Friends would loan them chairs and
thenew househasabig deck and alargebackyard.

Thewedding wasthetough one.

Thekidshadaready decided onsmall —justthe
immediate family.

Feliciawanted to check on the prices of an his-
toric hotel just afew blocks from the new house.
ThePartidgelnn, now onthehistoricregister, was
agrand hotel intheearly part of thelast century.

We found that we could get the penthousefor a
reasonabl eprice. Thesuitecomeswithahugedeck,
plusindoor areasfor eating and chatting. Just what
wewanted. Theview of lush, greenAugustai sstun-
ning. (But no, you couldn’t see the greens during
theMastersfromupthere, andyou couldn’ t afford
therent that week anyway.)

The ceremony could take place indoors or out-
sidedepending ontheweather andthefamily could
sitdowntoanicedinner afterward. Weplannedfor
15, althoughtherewill only bethreegrandparents,

small? edding

four parents, one brother, two sisters, the happy
coupleandthejudge, assuming hestaysfor dinner.

After dinner, everyonewill retireto the chatting
areato get acquainted. Since Nik’s grandparents
livein Washington, we have never met them. Nor
have we met his sister, who is atelevision anchor
inMiami.

Once we had a place for both ceremony and re-
ception, we dealt quickly with dress, music and
flowers.

Thedresswill beasimplesilk sheath. The bride
will have abouquet of whatever isin season at the
end of August in Augusta, and everyone else will
have a corsage or boutonniere. Music will be pro-
vided by acompact disk player.

Table decorationswill be flowers, preferably in
pots that can be put out in the new yard after the
ceremony.

WEe' rekind of stuck onthephotographer. A friend
fromLawrencehasofferedto shoot theweddingbut
he'spricey, and evenif hegivesusabreak, getting
him and hiswifeto Augustamay be morethan the
kidswant to spend.

Ontheother hand, Nik isaprofessional photog-
rapher and has done dozens of weddings. He can
undoubtedly get afriend to do the job. Or, we can
all bring acameraand taketurns.

Feliciawill still get stuck with most of thework
setting up the wedding, but she says she feels bet-
ter now that shehasablueprint. | bet she'll feel even
better when the check arrives from Daddy to start
paying for the shindig.

quest of the bereaved

a Palestinian apologist and sympathizer. But
Frankenthal has no love for Israel’s enemy. His
motives are pragmatic, not altruistic. When he
founded the organization, he wasn't looking for
closure or healing. He has not a drop of forgive-
ness for the Hamas gunmen who pumped three
bulletsintothehead of 19-year-oldArik, whowas
hitchhiking home during aleavefrom thearmy.

“Bring meback my sonand | will forgiveyou,”
hesaid.

Hetook deeping pillsevery nightfor amost five
years because visions of hisson’sfinal few min-
utes of life replayed in an endlessloop inside his
head. Heisasangry today ashewasthat July day
in 1994 when army officialsarrived at hisdoor to
break the news.

Frankenthal works alongside Pal estinians be-
cause he believes reconciliation is the only road
to peace, and peaceishisonly protection against
losing another child.

“Whenl| talk toright-wing peoplewhohavel ost
their childrenandthey criticizewhat | amdoing, |
say, ‘ Tell me what you think needs to be done.’
Alwaysyou get apolitician’ sanswer not ahuman

ITS A SIGN OF

LAND ALL RIGHT-
THE HOLY LAND.

answer. Or you get hatred and wishesfor revenge.

“1try toexplainthat thisisnot goingtobringtheir
children back. We need to make peace. But they
don’ttrust the Pal estinians. Unfortunately, thisview
will just create moreviolence.”

Heemphatically condemnsthe suicidebombers
but feel shisown country feedsthe hatred and des-
peration behindtheabhorrent acts.“ Noonecanlive
under occupation. | feel anger that wearenot clever
enough to seethat we are paying the highest price
for our behavior.”

Twoof hisolder childrenhaveservedinthearmy
since Arik waskilled. A third isin the army now.
His 16-year-old will joinin afew years. They are
the reason he continues his Quixotic quest, which
has attracted respect but so far no results. It isan-
other whisper of hopein the chaos.

But what el se should he be doing?

“I know what I’'m saying is not popular,”
Frankenthal said, unfazed by theintractability of the
conflict. “ButI’mnot apolitician. I' [ repeat it 100
times.”

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.
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"SON, YoU'VE BEEN A PERENNIAL
COLLEGE STUPENT FOR MANY YEARS
YoUR NOTRER AND 1T WERE Jusy
WONDERING — WHEN ARE vOUu
PLANNING To GRADUATE 7"




