2 The Goodland Daily News / Monday, May 13, 2002

commentary

from other pens...

Kansas can learn
from French elections

TheSalinaJournal onlessonsfor K ansasfromtheFrench elections:

There'salesson herefor Kansans.

At first it was funny to watch all those angry French protesters. Here
they were, yelling, chanting and waving their signs, steamed at the fact
Jean-MarieLePen, afar-right presidential candidate, had qualifiedfor a
runoff against President Jacques Chirac. Chiracwon that runoff Sunday.

The whole thing was laughabl e because the French brought all this
onthemselves. ...

Theresultswould have been different if the French would havedis-
played half theinterest on election day asthey did protesting.

But then this thought struck home: The same kind of thing could
happeninKansas. Not quitethesamescal e, mindyou. But closeenough
to deserve some attention.

Kansas Republican voterswill hold aprimary election to decidewho
facestheDemocrat candidatefor governor, whowill likely belnsurance
Commissioner Kathleen Sebelius. So far the Republican primary will
includeWichitaMayor Bob Knight, State Treasurer Tim Shallenburger
and former Eudora School Superintendent Dan Bloom. ...

If Kansans display their typical voter apathy, then the Republican
primary wouldbeupfor grabs. The GOPcandidatecoul d beanunknown
likeBloom. A relative handful of voterscould el ect aconservativelike
Shallenburger, someonewhoistoo far right to represent Kansans.

Democratslovetheway thisisshaping up. You can bet they arehop-
ing another dozen or so Republican candidatesenter thefray ... which
further cementsthe chance Sebeliuswill win the general election.

From our perspective, wejust want better voter turnout. Asweseein
France, it ismore productive — and safer — if voters get excited be-
fore election day, rather than after.

The Lawrence Jour nal-World on combining local gover nment
agencies:

City and county officialsshould ook for moreopportunitiestocom-
bineand coordinatetheir efforts.

Cooperativeeffortsby Lawrenceand DouglasCounty liketheagree-
ment being considered thisweek to share maintenance of Broken Ar-
row Park simply make sense.

Theagreement ... would makethecity responsiblefor all of theequip-
ment inthe park, and the county responsiblefor all of themowing. It's
amazing such an agreement hastaken solong to reach. ...

Sharing maintenance of the park would be one of severa joint ven-
turesbetween thecity and county. Thetwo governmentsalready share
aplanning department. ... emergency servicesfor the city and county
arejointly handled.... Thesearesensiblecollaborationsand hopefully
will set the stagefor morejoint servicesin thefuture.

... Kansas has 3,950 units of local government. Kansas ranks 32nd
among statesin population butisNo. 5 for the number of taxing juris-
dictionsinthestate.

Weknew K ansanswereanindependent | ot, but thisisridiculous. The
state undoubtedly islosing out on many opportunitiesfor government
efficiency by stubbornly clingingto al of these separate boards. ...

... Although Kansans like their autonomy, they also are a practical
peopleand may soon start to recogni zetheadvantagesboth intermsof
economy and service of combining more government functions.

Although Lawrence and Douglas County aren’t likely to merge ...
their governments any time soon, reasonabl e steps toward coordina-
tion and cooperation will benefit residents in many ways. City and
county officials are wise to pursue such efforts whenever they make
sense.
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Is death a natural part of life?

My grandmother died last week after spending
thelast sevenyearsinlong-term care. Shewas 95
years old and had been in poor health for at |east
thelast 30 yearsof her life.

At thetime shefinally died, she had gangrene
in her legs and would soon have to have them
amputated eventhoughtherewasnoway shecould
survivethe surgery. She had been on morphineto
control her pain.

Thetruth is, aside from murderers, nobody re-
ally wantstoseeanother persondie. Nomatter how
sick someoneis, and no matter how muchthey are
suffering, deep down, wereally don’t want them
todie. It seemstoofinal.

Some people say death isjust anatural part of
life, but who really feelsthat death is natural ? I
someoneyouarereally closetodies, youmissthat
person. Some who have lost young childrenin
death havebecomeangry at God, thinking hewas
selfishtotaketheir childto bewithhiminheaven.

And peopleoftenwonder why Godwouldallow
people to be in such poor health and in so much
pain as my grandmother was.

Isit really reasonable to think God takes chil-
drenaway fromtheir parents?Why wouldhehave
madethe human family to produceand raisechil-
dren if he wanted them in heaven?Why, if death
isnatural, do people grieve when peoplein their
80s or 90s reach the end of their life? Does God
want peopleto suffer?

TheanswerisfoundintheBible. After Godcre-
ated Adamand Eve, hetold them at Genesis1:28,
“Befruitful and becomemany andfill theearthand
subdueit, and havein subjectionthefish of thesea
and theflying creatures of the heavensand every
living creature that ismoving upon the earth.”

God hadapurposefor mankind: Topopulatethe
earth and to take care of the earth and its animal
inhabitants. It doesn’t take much sense to see
around us that things have gone awry. Family
breakdownsarecommon. Mankindisdestroying
the earth with pollution and threatens to destroy
al lifewith nuclear weapons. And man definitely
doesnot haveall of animal lifein subjection —if
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® yseitorlose it

youdon't believeme, watch someonetry totraina
dog sometime.

Sowhat went wrong?Reading oninthebook of
Genesis, wefindtheanswer. Genesis2:15-17 says,
“AndtheLord God took theman, and put himinto
the garden of Eden to dressit and to keep it. And
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘ Of
every treeof thegardenthoumayest freely eat, but
of thetree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it, for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.””

Before thiscommand, there was no mention of
mankind growing old and dying or dying of sick-
nessor accidents. Andtherewasnomention of man
goingtoheaven. God had created theearthfor man
toliveon and with everything he needed oniit.

Chapter 3, verses 1-5 go ontorelate: “Now the
serpent wasmoresubtlethan any beast of thefield
which the Lord God had made. And he said unto
thewoman, ‘ Yea, hath God said, “ Ye shall not eat
of every treeof thegarden?’’ Andthewoman said
untotheserpent, ‘ Wemay eat of thefruit of thetrees
of thegarden, but of thefruit of thetreewhichisin
themiddleof thegarden, God hath said, “ Ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall yetouchit, lestyedie.””
Andtheserpent said untothewoman, * Yeshall not
surely die, for God dothknow that intheday yeeat
thereof, thenyour eyesshall beopened, andyeshall
be asgods, knowing good and evil.”

Most peoplearefamiliar enough withthe Bible
to know that Adam and Eve did eat the fruit, that
they were cast out of the garden of Eden and then
had to deal with problems.

Somemay noticethescripturesaidthatintheday
they atefrom thetreethey would die. If that were
the case, how did they produce children?

Genesis5:5 says, “ So all the days of Adam that

helived amountedto ninehundred and thirty years
and hedied.”

Adam lived 930 years, plenty of time to have
children, but doesthat mean hedidn’tdieintheday
heatefromthetree?

2 Peter 3:8 says, “But, beloved, be not ignorant
of thisonething, that oneday iswiththe L ord God
as athousand years, and a thousand years as one
day.”

By thisstandard, Adam did diein the day he ate
fromthetreeashedidnotlivetobeathousandyears
old.

Romans 5:12 says, “ Through one man (Adam)
sinenteredintotheworldand deaththroughsin, and
thus death spread to all men because they had all
sinned.”

Because of Adam’s sin, al of mankind (his off-
spring) inherited sin and the consequence, death.
Before Adam’s sin, people did not get sick, grow
oldor die. But hasAdam’ssinleft uswithout hope?

No. For 1 Corinthians15:45says, “ Thefirst man
Adam becamealiving soul. The last Adam (Jesus
Christ) becamealife-giving spirit.”

By dyingfor mankind'ssins, Jesusgaveusall the
opportunity tohaveeternal life. Howisthat possible
for thosewho havealready died and thosewho di€
before that time?

Revelation20:13, 14 says,“ Theseagaveupthose
deadinit, and death and Hades gave up those dead
inthem, andthey werejudgedindividually accord-
ingtotheir deeds. And death and Hadeswerehurled
into thelake of fire. This meansthe second death,
thelakeof fire.”

Thosewho havediedwill beresurrected withthe
opportunity toliveforever onearth, and, | ater, death
andthegraveof mankindwill bedestroyedforever.

Of that time, Isaiah 65:21, 22 says, “ They will
certainly build houses and have occupancy; and
they will certainly plant vineyardsand eat their fruit-
age. They will not build and someone else have
occupancy; they will not plant and someoneel sedo
theeating.”

Thenpeoplewill liveupto God’ spurposefor the
earth when he created it and everything oniit.

Leaders use flexibility in rules to push tax increase

TOPEKA — Civicclassesand musty textbooks
have given students arelatively straightforward
explanation of how abill movesthroughanAmeri-
can legislative processto becomelaw.

Then there'show somebills before the Kansas
Legidlature becomelaw.

Lawmakers have afairly bendable set of rules
that make it difficult to kill some ideas, easy to
reviveothersand possiblefor still othersto pop up
in odd placeswithout much debate.

I’ ssomething worth noting thisyear because of
the state’'s budget problems and the widely held
conviction among legislative leaders that taxes
must increase to prevent damage to education,
transportation, social services and other govern-
ment programs.

Through 101 daysin session, theHouserefused
to pass any significant tax increase. Leaders had
andwould continueto useaflexibleinterpretation
of therulesto get around the House's opposition
in hopes of raising taxes.

If thoseleaderscan bend therul estofurther their
godls, they aso can make the legidlative process
more difficult to follow.

“It servesto confusepeopleout there,” said Sen.
Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowler. “1t's very hard for
them to keep abreast of things.”

Thedesirefor aflexiblelegislative processbe-
ganwithacrisis.

Legislators have sent Gov. Bill Graves a$4.4
billionbudget for thestate’s2003fiscal year, which
beginsJuly 1, and Graveshassaid hewill signit.

But that budget is$290 million out of balance,
and Graves has said he will be compelled to cut
spending if lawmakers don’t send him a package
of tax increases.

Gravesand legidativeleadersinsisted the state
must increase taxes.

Yet the Houseremained deadl ocked, itsmoder-
ate Republicanleaderscaught between conserva
tives' opposition to higher taxes and Democrats
demand that any package include higher income
taxes, which they view asthefairest way toraise
money.
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“They’ reabsolutely desperate,” said Rep. Tony
Powell, R-Wichita, aconservative.

The legidlative processis supposed to berela-
tively straightforward.

Abill isintroduced in onechamber, considered
by acommitteeand voted on by that chamber. The
second chamber assignsit to acommittee, which
may advanceit sothat thesecond chamber canvote
onit.

If the second chamber makes amendments, the
first chamber reviewsthose changes and decides
whether to accept them. If not, aconference com-
mitteeof threesenatorsandthreeHousemembers
draftsafinal version.

Intheory, negotiatorsaresupposedtobelimited
by what each chamber has approved. Legislative
rules suggest the same by declaring anything that
has not passed one house can’t be considered.

Butlegidativeleadershaveinterpretedthat rule
tomeanthat any ideathat haswon approval inone
chamber can be considered by any conference
committeeworkingonany bill related tothesame
subject.

That’show they’ regetting around House mem-
bers' refusal to passatax increase.

SenateBill 39 beganlifelast year asabill mak-
ing small changesinincometax creditsfor chari-
table contributions.

Work onitwasall but finishedlast year. Thebill
landed in conference committee, with relatively
minor issuestoresolve. No activity onit occurred
for 13 months.

House Bill 2009 dealt with an exemption from
property taxes for equipment used in producing
biodiesel fuel. Itwon Houseapproval in February
2001 and remai ned beforethe SenateA ssessment
and Taxation Committeefor 14 months.

Then, the Senate committee stripped out those
provisionsand putina$335million packageof tax
increases. The Senate rewrote HB 2009 again and
approved a$294 million package, returningthebill
totheHouse.

Though Housemembersnever approved any tax
package, itsleaders still negotiated with senators,
because both chambers had passed something un-
der the samehill number. House negotiatorscould
agree to anything, because their chamber had no
position on any tax increase.

Using HB 2009 did have one drawback. A con-
ference committee report on aHouse hill isvoted
onintheSenatefirst, thentheHouse. Senatorsfaced
voting over and over if negotiatorscouldn’'t find e
package House membersliked.

That's where SB 39 came in. Because it was &
Senatebill, the Housewould votefirst onany con-
ference committeereport. Usingit, senatorscould
simply wait for the House to pass a package, then
vote onceto send it to Graves.

L egidlativeleaders appointed the same negotia-
torsfor each bill. They put a$283 million package
into SB 39, signed areport Saturday and presented
ittothe House, which rejectedit.

But after rejectingit, theHousevoted to send SB
39 back to conference committee, where the same
negotiators can try again.

Legidativeleadersdon’t want to start over with
anew hill, becauseit would havetogothroughboth
chambers again. Because aconference committes
report isdrafted by negotiators, both chambersget
only an up-or-down vote on it, with no chance to
amendit.

“Some unusual measuresare occurring because
we're out of time,” said Senate Majority L eader
LanaOleen, R-Manhattan.

Those unusual measures are designed to bring
about one result: passage of tax increases, despite
the House's repeated refusal so far to approve &
package.

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent John Hanna
has covered politicsand state government for The
Associated Press since 1987.



