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STEP lab helps students in ‘nontraditional’ way

STEP, from Page 1

cent drop out, the rest making up
classes,” hesaid.

There have been five students who
graduated out of the STEP Lab this
year, McLean said, whichisabout av-
erage. Swager said over theprogram’s
six-year life, more than 200 people
have been hel ped.

Onepersonwhotheclasshashel ped
is Randy Dodd, ajunior at Fort Hays
State University who moved to
Goodland in 1998 with his sister.
Dodd, 19 at thetime, said he wastwo
creditsshort of ahigh school diploma,
but neededtowork (hewasafast-food
cook) to help support hissister and her
kids.

“The STEP Labreally helped out,”
Doddsaid. “ Therewasnoway | could
go to school, having to work all the
time,and | didnotwanttogetaG.E.D.”

Theclassisflexible, Dodd said. He
could work in the morning, and be in
classintheafternoon, or theother way
around if hisschedule changed.

“l don’t know what | would have
done without the STEP Lab,” Dodd
said. “ Maybeflippingburgersuntil the

Justin VanVleet showed classmates a history lesson on his computer

Wednesday at the Goodland High School STEP Lab.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

end of time.”

Not everyonewho takestheclassis
ableto get adiploma. Sometimeskids
comeinwhothink theclassisgoingto
beeasy, McL ean said, then balk when

they realizethey will have to work.
“Thisisn’tasave-al,” McLeansaid.
“If their attitude isn’t good, they’ll
leave and drop out for good. It'snot a
success for everybody, but it creates

another opportunity,”

“Ithel pskeepkidsontrack,” Swager
said. “ Thetemptationtodrop outisnot
there.”

The program really helpskidswho
havegonethrough unforeseen circum-
stances, McL eansaid, likehigh school
girlswhohavebecomepregnant. They
are allowed to bring their kids to the
class, which they would never beable
todo at theregular school.

McLean said it is hard to know
whether apersonlearnsasmuchinthe
STEPLabasinaregular classroom.

“Somedo,” hesaid. " They wouldn’t
pay attention in atraditional school.
Some learn more by lecturing. Those
would do better inregular classes.”

Theclasshasto betaught by acerti-
fied teacher, Swager said, and there
also isan at-risk facilitator. The first
two peopletoruntheclasswere Dave
Pierceand LaurieAbbey, hesaid.

“They really madethisprogram suc-
cessful,” hesaid. “Davewasrealy in-
spirational, and Lauriewaslike asec-
ond mom to some of thekids.”

Pierce died about three years ago,
and Abbey now works at Goodland
Regional Medical Center, but the pro-

gramliveson.

“We were really worried about the
program when Laurie left,” Swager
said, “but Mr. McLean has kept the
program strong.”

Swager said Jami Bergman, thecur-
rent at-risk facilitator, is getting mar-
ried and moving to Germany, and the
school islooking for areplacement.

“Jami has done a great job, and |
hope we find someone who works as
well with thekids as she does.”

Asidefrom helping peopleget their
diplomas, Swager said, it benefitsthe
school, too. Every student in the pro-
gramisinthe school’s head count, he
said, which helps the school get state
money.

“We invested $120,000 in the pro-

gram, building and equipment, and
thought if we madeit up in four years
we would be doing good,” Swager
said. “Wemadeit back intwo years.

“It benefitsthekids, but alsothedis-
trict asawhole.”

It's not just kids who take the pro-
gram. There isno age limit, McLean
said, aslong asapersonisat least 16.

“We' ve had some studentsin their
30sand 40s,” he said. “One lady was
sent in by her boss to take our typing
module. Shetook it 203timesuntil she
really had it down.”

Swager says hewould liketo reach
out to every person in town who
doesn’'t have ahigh school diploma.

“1f someoneis 88 and wantsto join
theclass, wecandothat,” Swager said.

Colleges raising tuition

TOPEKA (AP)—Officiasat thesix
state universities outlined proposals
Wednesday to increase tuition by as
much as 25.2 percent for Kansasresi-
dentsheadingtothecampusesthisfall.

Aspresented, tuitionwouldincrease
by alow of $55.50, or 6.3 percent, at

Development group decides against dues
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brought out ideas on both sides.

West said hefelt apaid membership
would give the person or business a
feeling of ownership and that they
would beeligibleto vote on the mem-
bers of the board.

Several otherssaidthey did not want
to limit the organization by having
membershi ps, but that the peoplecould
give money to the organization and
participatein all the meetings.

Other ways of raising money were
discussed, and the group decided not
to ask for aspecial property tax inthe
beginning. Thegroupdecidedtoallow
voluntary contributionsrather than set
dues, agreeing that anyone who lived
or ran abusiness in Sherman County
was welcome at the meetings, which

would be open to the public.

Thesteering committeevoted to set
up aboard of seven members and to
encourage them to meet for an hour
twiceamonth.

A magjority of the committee voted
to havetheboard membersservestag-
gered two-year terms with the three
receivingthelowest votesservingone
year initially. The mgjority set atwo-
termlimit so that aperson could serve
four years. Peoplesaidthiswouldkeep
themembershipfresh, but that anyone
could bere-elected again after sitting
out at least ayear.

The committee suggested that are-
port be made to the city and county
commissioners once amonth.

Curtis Hurd, a steering committee
member and city commissioner, said
he thought the group would have the

support of thecity commission, but he
could not speak for theother members.

Thecommitteedecidedtoattendthe
city meeting Monday to ask for sup-
port. Memberswere encouraged to be
at themeetingat 5 p.m.

Thegroup agreed that itsfirst prior-
ity would be to develop an incentive
package that could be offered to pro-
spective businesses. This would be
worked out withthecity and county so
the economic devel opment director
could make a deal based on the pro-
gram.

Thesteering committeediscussed a
budget for the project, and while esti-
mateswerefrom $85,000to $150,000
ayear, Goodwin said he would try to
gather somefigures. He said aperson
heknowswhoisdoingbusinessdevel -
opment for acity currently has a sal-

ary of $54,000, but did not know what
other things might beincluded.
Members suggested appointing
committees on bylaws, finance, pub-
lic relations, advertising, mentoring,

venture capital and research.

The next meeting of the steering
committee will be 7 p.m. Thursday,
May 23, but thelocation has not been
determined.

OLE GURN’S
BOOT & SHOE REPAIR

Too better serve the community of Goodland, starting

May 4th and every Saturday thereafter, Ole Gurn’s
Shoe & Boot Repair will be at Short and Sons Parking
Lot. Junction of Hwy 24 & 27.

9am.to4 p.m. ??? Seeya.

Classfiedswor k! — 899-2338

Fort Hays State to a high of $294, or
25.2 percent at the University of Kan-
sas.

For out-of-state students, the in-
creases would range from $99.75, or
2.2 percent, at Wichita State to $379,
or 11.5 percent, at Pittsburg State.

Whispers

inside Howard Johnson

Celebrate

Graduation

this Saturday Night
at Whispers with

PRIME RIB

Serving 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Best wishesto area
graduates.

[-70 & K-27 » 785-899-3644
Goodland, KS

The Goodland Daily News Service Directory ¢ 785-899-2338
Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

Impact
Auto Glass

Greg & Kathy Cochrane
» Auto Glass Replacement
* Chip Repair
* In-Shop or Mobile Service

612 Main ¢ Sharon Springs, KS
(785) 852-4661

Goodland Daily News

1205 Main
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Check our On-Line Ste
at nwkansas.com

Combined ratesare

- : if‘l ‘(:1)

availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

p&D Builge,,,

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. &

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 7 ks
785-694-2687

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

115 E. 9th « Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500

Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
I. o ot

EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Professicnal

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Please call early to get your name
on the list for spring cleaning.

Chris & Beth Lewon “2fe do windows”

\
W ANDR.EA g

Call 1-888-811-FIRM
or stop by or one

of our 3locations: 190 W. 6th

Colby~462-5791 Goodland~899-7141

Real Estate « Divorce ¢ Probate ¢ Child Custory/Support
Trusts ¢ Estate Planning ¢ Bankruptcy ¢ Bus. Org.
Criminal Defense ¢ General Litigation

~ SERVING NORTHWEST KANSAS ~

R. DEAN

2&@/&9[, A

-ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS AT LAW -

Sharon Springs

114 W. 12th 308 N. Main, 852-4095

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

785-899-3060 » Home: 785-899-9270
114 W. 12th » Goodland, KS

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

moc s> [500-886-2433] <

CLEAR CHOICE, LLC

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

MOBILE AUTOGLASS

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

Buffalo Inn Restaurant 1

e~ & Convention Center !
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THE WORLD'S LARGEST
www.bestwestern.com 830 W.

@ Alex’s Radiator and Auto Repair

‘ Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair « Auto Repair ¢ Tire Service * Oil |
Change » Small Engine, Lawn Mower, Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair ¢
Unlock Vehicles

24 Hour Wrecker Service* Rollback Available
Tire Service

531 W. 17th » Goodland, KS
785-899-7554

F—u

Open daily

Breakfast ® Lunch ¢ Dinner

Parties from 20 to 200 I

SENIOR DISCOUNT 1
WITH AD !

Hwy 24, Goodland e 785-899-5057

SHELTER

INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME « CAR -

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

'® Www.shelterinsurance.com

FARM -+ BUSINESS

Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

7~ nwkansas.com

Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as

YOUR

ad could be here!

Call Bill or Eric at 899-2338
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