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from other pens...

If debates not televised;
voters left uninformed

ST. PETERSBURG BEACH, Fla. — Many votersdidn’t havefirst-
hand knowledgeabout thecampai gnsor issuesintop statepolitical races
in 2000 because many debateswere not tel evised.

Political analysts question whether televising more would have
sharply improved that situation, however, because public interest of -
tenislimited about races at the state and local level.

Many peopleget their informationabout politicsfromlocal television
news, whichhascut back coverageof local races” becauseit’snot agood
draw,” said Andrew Kohut, director of the Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press. If debates were shown and seen by more people, it
would changethe publiclevel of knowledge, he said. But he also ques-
tioned whether such programming “would have good audiences.”

“One of thewaysthingsmight beimprovedisif peoplewereforce-
fed,” Kohut said Thursday while attending the annual meeting of the
American Association for Public Opinion Research. “You' d have a
better informed el ectorate by default.”

Under current practices, votersdon’t even havethe option of watch-
ing political debates, said areport released Thursday in Washington.

Hundreds of debates for major offices such as governor, the U.S.
Senate and the U.S. House were held in the 2000 el ections, but many
voterscouldn’t seethem if they had wanted to.

The survey of debate coverage in 10 states was conducted by the
Committeefor the Study of theAmerican Electorate. It found that two-
thirds of the debatesin those states were not televised and fewer than
onein five debatesweretelevised by network affiliates.

The study focused on major candidate debates— for the U.S. Senate,
U.S. House and governor — in California, Florida, Indiana, Massachu-
setts, Minnesota, Montana, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and
Washington. Thestudy wasdonewithhel pfromthePew CharitableTrusts.

The debates televised by outlets not affiliated with anetwork aver-
aged a2 percent share of the market — or lessthan 1 percent of theeli-
giblevotersinthedistrict or state where they were shown.

Two-thirdsof thedebatesfor statewideofficesinthose 10 stateswere
televised. But only half were televised on network outlets, the report
said. Only threein10congressional debatesweretel evised onany outlet.

That meansmany votersgot their information about candidatesand
theracesfrom campaign adsand the scattered coverage they get from
local television stations.

Curtis Gans, director of the committee, said one exceptionin 2000
was Minnesota, whereoutletsfor ABC, CBSand NBC agreed totele-
vise one of three debates between Sen. Mark Dayton and former Sen.
Rod Grams.

In Minnesota two years earlier, agovernor’s race debate on public
television helped elevate the chances of improbable candidate Jesse
Ventura, who wasthen running under the banner of the Reform Party.

“Many peoplebelievethat wasoneof thekey factorsthat hel ped him
wintheel ection, becauseal ot of peoplesaw himversustwo other flawed
candidates,” said Rob Daves, director of the Star TribuneMinnesotaPoll.

Members of the public who don’t follow politics may tell pollsters
they know morethan they do, said Paul Lavrakas, alongtime political
pollster who now worksfor Neilsen MediaResearch.

Herecalledapoll experimentinwhichaboguscandidatewasincluded
inaquestionto thegeneral public.

“Twenty percent knew of thisperson,” hesaid, “ andwhenaskedwho
wouldthey votefor, some peoplesaid they would votefor thisperson.”

Many people get scattered information on local races from televi-
sion news coverage and ads, said Tom Guterbock, director of the Sur-
vey Research Center at the University of Virginia. A televised debate
might betheir only chanceto get adetailed |ook at the candidates.

“Therearesomestatesand raceswherethat opportunity doesn’teven
exist,” hesaid. “Where are people going to get this knowledge?’

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Most of us never get to fly first class

| don’t know about you, but most peoplel know
never get tofly first-class.

But maybe it’'s because we just don’t expect
material blessings. Maybe God wants usto have
them, but also wants usto trust God for them in-
stead of trying so hard to get them ourselves.

A person| know took timeoff fromabusy sched-
uletotravel and carefor asick friend. Theill per-
son was alone and needing some spiritual and
emotional support. You know how it is when
you' resick. You get discouraged and feel nothing
isever going to be better. Just getting by seemsto
beall youcando. Thingsbegintolook bleak, and
life becomes overwhelming especially when
viewed as possibly coming to an end. Sometimes
you just need someoneto hold your hand and re-
mindyouthat there’slight at theend of thetunnel
— that God isin charge— even of lifeand death.

Thefriendsfaced several of thehealth problems
together, talked over alternatives. They alsowere
able to mingle the conversations with memories
shared, found humor in the hospital situations,
scratchedtheir headsat thehealth caresystem, and
looked under the cloudsfor silver linings.

Just having someone stand with you when
you' re sick makes it more bearable. Throughout
thetimetogether, the sick person kept expressing
gratitude. “ Youdon't know how muchit meansto
haveyou here.

“You can't possibly understand how grateful |
am that you came to be with me. | know thisis
costing you money; | want to help with your ex-
penses.”

“No,” theother friendreplied. “| know that you
woulddothesamefor me. Youhavebeentherefor
meinthe past; now it’'smy turnto help you.”

Thevoicefromthehospital bedreplied: “But at
least usemy debit cardwhileyou’ rehereto put gas

When jl

When Marisa Mariposa Garciawas booked on
murder chargesinto Marin County Jail last month,
her 3-year-olddaughter lay inthecoroner’soffice,
dead from asphyxiation.

Garciawas, by all accounts, alovingmother try-
ing to cope with her mental illness. She had
checked herself intoaSan Franciscohospital inthe
early morning hoursof April 9andtold doctorsshe
had killed her daughter. Police found the girl’s
body at theAcquaHotel in Mill Valley.

Authoritiesaren’t sayingyet what droveGarcia
tokill her 3-year-old that day. But no oneisdeny-
ing sheisasick, distraught, suicidal woman who
needs acute psychiatric care asshe awaitstrial.

So why is she languishing in the county jail,
which is not equipped to treat someone as appar-
ently seriously ill assheis?Why wasshe, early on
in her stay, relegated to a padded cell during the
day andsenttosleepinaregular cell at night when
even the county medical staff acknowledges she
clearly needed, and still needs, to be in a mental
health facility?

Becausefor thepast four months, Marin County
— like Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Lake and
Solano counties — has had no place to send its
psychiatricinmates.

All six countieshad contractswith Glenn Dyer
Detention Facility inOakland. But new stateregu-
lations— ironically intended to improve inmate
care— forced the closureof thefacility’spsychi-
atricwardinJanuary.AlamedaCounty madeadeal
with John George Psychiatric Pavilion in San
Leandro, but the hospital couldn’t accommodate
the other five counties.

(Even Alameda County’sinmates have taken a
hit with the new arrangement. About a third as
many inmatesreceive acute care now that thejail
hastosendthemtoanoutsidefacility. “1t’ sthelaw
of unintended consequences,” said Alameda
County Health Services Director Dave Kears.)

So Marin and the other counties have been
scrambling, without success, to find alternatives.
Inthemeantime, thejails small medical staffsare
struggling to manage the best they can.

“It's areal problem right now,” said Marin
County Public Defender Debral eyva, whoisrep-
resenting Garcia. “When (Garcia) wasfirst ar-
rested, she would have been sent to apsychiatric
hospital if there had been aplaceto send her to.”

Though Garciais still under 24-hour suicide
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inthe car and pay for your food.”

The friend accepted the debit card, but knew it
would not be used.

Of coursethetimefinally camewhenthefriend
hadtoleave. [twasdifficulttoleavewiththeother
person still in a hospital bed. All the possible ar-
rangementswere made and good-byeswere said.
Again, almost withtears, the person expressed his
gratitude. “What a comfort you’' ve been. How
lucky | am to have such agood friend.”

“We both are fortunate, “ the departing friend
replied.“I’ll stay intouchand keep prayingfor your
healthtoreturn.”

Sittingintheairportisn’'t al that much fun. Es-
pecialy right now. You' re warned to be there at
least two hours ahead of time, but sometimes
you're lucky and get all checked in within five
minutes. That's what happened to this person.
Never without a good book to read, the person
settled down to read between spells of people-
watching.

Then an announcement came on the loud-
speaker; the waiting passenger only heard half of
it. Looking at the person acrosstheway, sheasked,
“What did hejust say?’

“Thisflight isoversold. They will give a $300
coupon for another trip on this airline to anyone
who will give up their ticket on thisflight.”

“Well, | can do that. No one’swaiting for me at
the other end of theline.”

Thepersonwent uptorelinquishtheticket. The
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watch, Leyvasaid, “1 don’'t think shecanbecared
for appropriately inajail setting.”

Marinisnotdraggingitsfeetinfindinganalter-
native to Glenn Dyer’s psychiatric ward. It has
beenlooking for morethanyear. But therearefew
choices-for Marinandevery other county in Cali-
fornia. (It's no surprise that psychiatrists have
dubbed the Los Angeles County jail system the
largest “mental institution” in the country, with
morethan 5,000 mentally ill inmates.)

“Looking at the budget deficit facing the state,
and seeing how these hospitals are so expensive,
it's not a problem that’s going to go away,” said
DennisScheuller, commander of thedetentionand
correctionsdivisioninAlamedaCounty. “ It'sareal
failing in the state to provide thesefacilities.”

The crunch in the Bay Areaand Californiais
repeated a hundred times throughout the United
States— and isgetting worse. M ore state psychi-
atric hospitalshaveclosedinthe1990sthaninthe
" 70sand’ 80scombined. Between 1970and 1990,
therewasadecreaseof 14 mental -healthhospitals
across the country — from 277 to 263. Between
1990 and 1999, 44 state hospital s closed.

It's difficult enough for non-criminalsto get a
bed at a mental-health facility. Inmates from
county jailsarenot exactly at thetop of anybody’s
list asdesirable patients.

But the need among inmates is particularly
acute. Thirteen percent of incarcerated peoplein
the United States suffer from serious mental ill-

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste.

airline representative expressed gratitude. “ Just
have a seat. | will re-schedule you as soon as this
flight hasleft.”

Before long, there was another announcement.
“Wearestill needing seatsonthisflight. If youwill
give up your seat, we will give you a coupon for
$400 on another trip.”

Better yet!

Afew minuteslater, another announcement: “\We
will give a $500 coupon to anyone who will give
up their seat on thisflight.”

Thepersonwasthrilled— making money while
just sittinginthe airport.

Theflightleft. Theperson’snamewascalled and
subsequently asked to sign for the $500 coupon.

“Take care of this,” the representative warned.
“It’sjust likecash. Here' syour re-schedul ed flight.
Just go to the next gate. Your plane leavesin less
thanan hour, youwill connectin St. Louis, andyou
will arriveat your final destinationabout threehours
later than you were expecting.”

Overjoyed, the passenger did as instructed, re-
lievedthat it wasgoingtobeso soon. Sittingdown
tolook over theboarding passes, sheread theflight
numbers, thegatenumbers, thedeparturetimesand
seat numbers.

Then camethebig surprise! Not only did shere-
ceivea$500 coupon toward another trip to be used
within ayear, not only was her trip prolonged by
just three short hours, but there was an added bo-
nus. Her re-scheduled trip was First Class!

We have a great God. One who wants to give us
showersof blessingsand grand surprises. God rewards
those who forget themselves and adjust their busy
schedulesto help othersand trust God’ s guidance.

Maybewearen'ttruly travelingthroughlifefirst
classbecausewe' retrying too hard to makeit hap-
pen— instead of trusting God.

plays psychiatrist

nesses compared to 2 percent in the general popu-
lation, according to a 2002 report by the Western
I nterstate Commission on Higher Education. Sui-
cideistheleading cause of deathin U.S. jails, and
95 percent occur among inmateswho have atreat-
ablemental illness.

Suicide has been extremely rare in the Marin
County jail. Intheold jail, there were so few that
noonecanevenremember them. Sincethenewjail
opened seven years ago, there had been just one.

On Feb. 28, less than two months after Marin
County lostitscontract with Glenn Dyer Detention,
a36-year-old mother of two named Renee Oatman
was arrested on a nonviolent offense and booked
intothecounty jail. Threedayslater, she hung her-
self inher cell.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.
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