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Ofhicer’s career ended by head injury

AWARDS, from Page 1

During a struggle, Palmer stole
Trooper Alber’scruiser and, ashewas
drivingaway, hehit Deputy Lambwith
thecar and dragged Albersand Under-
sheriff Butts across the pavement.
Albers shot Palmer twice, but the
young man kept going until Trooper
Horney rammed his cruiser into the
vehicle Palmer wasdriving.

Horney shot Palmer again after the
teen-ager reportedly got into the

trooper’s cruiser and tried to steal his
handgun. TroopersHorney andAlbers
and officer Johnson wrestled Palmer
out of the vehicle, and after he alleg-
edly grabbed for Alber’s gun, Albers
shot him afourthtime.

Officer Johnson threw him to the
ground and even after he was hand-
cuffed, Palmer reportedly kept strug-
gling, but died on the way to the hos-
pital.

There was never conclusive evi-
dencefound astowhat caused Palmer

toacttheway hedid, and Bonnie Selby,
county attorney, saidtheofficerswere
justified in shooting.

Ray Smee, Goodland police chief,
said he nominated the five because
they stopped Palmer before he hurt or
killed someone.

“1 think they saved lives,” he said.

Thechief said officersnever wantto
kill aperson, but they had no choice.

“They did what they had to do,” he
said.

Lamb, whoisonmedical leave, said

he’ shappy theofficerswhoriskedtheir
lives are being recognized. He said
doctorshavetold himthat hewill never
work in law enforcement again be-
causeof head injurieshereceived that
day.

“Twenty-eight yearshasended,” he
said. “It'sgone.”

Lamb said he can’'t even remember
how it happened.

“lwenttohelpAlbers,” hesaid, “and
thenextthing | knew | wasintheemer-
gency room.”

County raises support for paramedic training

The Sherman County commission-
ersapprovedraising their contribution
for one emergency worker’s para-
medic training program by $2,000
Tuesday, for atotal of $5,500.

BruceGleason, anemergency medi-
cal technician, had plannedto attend a
paramedic program in Garden City so
he can be licensed to for higher-level
care on the ambulance. Tuesday, he
told commissioners the Garden City
program has been cancel ed.

Hesaid hewill switchtoamorein-
tense six-month program offered
through St. Anthony’s Central Hospi-
tal in Denver, which would begin in
July and last until the end of the year.
Thetraining ispart of an overall plan
to upgrade Goodland ambulances to

“rollingemergency rooms,” capabl eof
giving advanced lifecare support to
patients.

Themain difference, hesaid, isthat
hewon'’t be able to work because the
classeswill beall day, threedaysof the
week, and he will be expected to pull
shiftstoget hisclinical hoursonat | east
two other days each week. Gleason
said hiswife, Tina, and family will be
staying in Goodland.

Hesaid thetotal cost remainsabout
the same because the housing and
travel will be more expensive in the
Denver area, andthecost of tuitionhas
gone to $5,000. He said he has not
asked Eagle Med if they will agreeto
pay half of the higher tuition, which
would be about $700 more than what

they had agreed to before.

Gleason told the commissioners he
had talked to Jay Jolly, Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center administrator,
and hesaidthehospital would not con-
sider raising theamount they had pre-
viously agreedto do, whichis$3,500.
Gleason said he understood the same
wouldholdfor thehospital foundation.

“If thereisgoingtobeany extrahelp
it will have to come from us,” said
Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld.

Commissioner KevinRasuresaidhe
would like to help, and suggested
$1,500 additional. Commissioner
Mitch Tiede agreed and bumped the
amount $2,000.

Rasure asked if Gleason's service
contract should be longer than the

origina threeyears, and asked Gleason
if he would be willing to have it ex-
tended to four.

Gleason said hewould haveno prob-
lem with afour-year commitment.

“1 wish the other two would do the
same so we could have a standard
plan,” Tiedesaid. “What weneedisa
standard program we can agree on.”

Commissioner Frankenfeld made
the motion to raised the support for
Gleason’sparamedictraining program
from $3,500 to $5,500. He said he
hoped a standard plan can be worked
outin thefuture. Rasure seconded the
motion, which passed unanimously.

Gleasonthankedthecommissioners
for their support, and said he would
keep them informed of hisprogress.

New fighting in Afghanistan as troops pursue fighters

BAGRAM, Afghanistan (AP) —
About 1,000 mostly British troops
backed by U.S. airplane gunshipsand
helicopters were deployed today to
battle a“ substantial enemy force” in
mountainous eastern Afghanistan,
commanderssaid.

Brig. Roger Lanesaidthetroopswere
sent to eastern Paktia province after an
Australian special forces patrol came
under fire on Thursday. No coalition
casualties were reported, but some en-
emy fighterswerekilled, Lane said.

Elements of the British 45 Com-
mando group, “ equipped with thefull
range of combat power,” were sent by
air and road to “close with the enemy
anddestroy theminanareahistoricaly

used by the Taliban,” Lane said.

He said anumber of air attacks had
already been launched. U.S. military
spokesman Mgj. Bryan Hilferty said
theoperationwastaking placenorth of
the eastern city of Khost.

HesaidAmericanforceshad not sent
ground forces, but were backing the
mission with U.S. Air Force AC-130
gunship airplanes and Chinook and
AH-64 Apache attack helicopters.

InAustralia, Brig. MikeHannansaid
the first group of Australian troops
cameunder heavy machinegunfirein
hilly terrain Thursday afternoon.

A second group of soldierstryingto
reach them al so came under fire about
four milesfromtheinitial exchange, he

said. They wereabletofight their way
through and join up with the help of
U.S. air support. Hilferty saildAC-130s
were used. The two units were then
ableto moveto safety, Hannan saidin
Canberra. No Australians were hurt,
but at least one suspected enemy
fighter waskilled, hesaid.

Lane said suspected al-Qaida or
Taliban fighters had been behind the
attack onthepatrol. Hedeclinedtosay
how many enemy fighterstherewere,
but said “it is clear it is a substantial
enemy force” and coalition forces,
backed by a British artillery battery,
hadidentified several enemy positions.

Lane said the fighting was taking
placeinamountainousareaat an alti-

tude of 8,000 feet, but declined to be
more specific. He said the mission
could take days.

TheU.S.-led coalitionhasbeenstep-
ping up its search in eastern Afghani-
stanfor al-Qaidaand Taliban holdouts,
whothey say havedispersedintosmall
groups and blended inwith local resi-
dentsor fled acrosstheborder toneigh-
boring Pakistan.

Coalition troops had reported no
enemy contact for weeks.

Today in the same area, local secu-
rity officials said at least 10 Afghan
tribesmen feuding over land were
killed in eastern Afghanistan when
U.S. planes bombed their positions
after shooting erupted on the ground.
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County approves repairs

of fairground bleachers

Theextrableacherson both sides
of the fair grandstand will get a
safety facelift as recommended to
Sherman County commissioners
Tuesday by fair board Chairman
Steve Duell.

Thebleachershavenettingtokeep
small children from falling off, but
the netting isfalling apart in places
and Duell recommended replacing
itwith cattle panel swhichwould be
clamped to the steel posts. He said
the large cattle panels would work
for the back side, and hog panels
would work for protecting the sides
of each bleacher.

Duell said the cost would be un-
der $200 and he would find some
help to have them in place by the
weekend. The commissioners ap-
proved the purchase, which will
come out of the fairgrounds repair
budget.

Duell said he hopes to replace a
few of thearenalightsthisyear and
then more next year. The commis-
sionersapproved hisplan, sayingit
may take several yearsto get them
al replaced.

In other business:

e Curt Way, county public works
director, ask the commissioners to
sign atemporary lease for atrailer
officefor the transfer station while
the county’strailer is under repair.
Thelease callsfor a$1,000 deposit
and $50-a-day rent. Way said the
repair of the county’strailer should
not exceed $2,000, and heexpectsit
totakefivetosix daysfortherepair.

» Gave Tom Baconrind of Hays,
representative for Central United
Life, to survey county employees
to seeif thereisany interestin his
company’s cancer, vision or acci-
dental death plans. Hesaid thecan-
cer plancostsabout $11amonthfor
singles and $20 a month for fami-
lies. The vision plan costs about
$18 amonth for families and said
the accidental death plan cost de-
pends on the persons salary. The
commissioners gave him permis-
sion to talk to the employees, and
County Clerk Janet Rumpel said
thereare about 70.

* Signed arevised farm leasefor
land by the landfill southwest of
Goodland. Thebidder, StanPurvis,
will begivenacopy for hisreview
and signature.

* Held aclosed sessionwithWay
on possibleland acquisition.

e Held a closed session with
Rumpel on apersonnel matter.

« Approved a countywide elec-
tronicpickupfor old computersand
monitorsfor thefirst week of June.
Thiswill beafreecollectionof old
computers at the road and bridge
department onWest Eighth Street.
Planswill be put together by Crys-
tal Linsner and Way. Linsner isthe
county household hazardouswaste
person.

The next regular commission
meetingwill be8a.m. Friday, May
31, inthe commissionroomonthe
main floor of the Sherman County
courthouse, 813 Broadway Ave.

[0 Ceeeev] g5E Nightly 7:00 p.m.

STAR WARS 2§35, 5| Sunday Matinee 1:30 p.m.

E PI S O D E II z % % g E Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!

? PG: Suﬁchagzq;g}ﬁfgtfg%ﬁgcgglence @ g g 1203 Main — Phone 899-6103
Internet tonight!

Call 899-2338
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availableto feature your servicesin the
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. %

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 7 ks

785-694-2687

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

115 E. 9th « Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker

EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Professicnal

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Please call early to get your name
on the list for spring cleaning.

Chris & Beth Lewon “2fe do windows”

\
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Call 1-888-811-FIRM
or stop by or one

of our 3locations: 190 W. 6th

Colby~462-5791 Goodland~899-7141

Real Estate « Divorce ¢ Probate ¢ Child Custory/Support
Trusts ¢ Estate Planning ¢ Bankruptcy ¢ Bus. Org.
Criminal Defense ¢ General Litigation

~ SERVING NORTHWEST KANSAS ~

R. DEAN
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-ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS AT LAW -

Sharon Springs

114 W. 12th 308 N. Main, 852-4095

only the best will do
Mitch Hixson

T WA
785-899-3060 « Home: 785-899-9270
114 W. 12th « Goodland, KS

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES

Custom Vinyl

& Painting

Box 309

o kseror> [ 8((0-886-2493| <

CLEAR CHOICE, LLC

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

MOBILE AUTOGLASS

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

THE

www.bestwestern.com

H Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair « Auto Repair  Tire Service« Oil ||
Change » Small Engine, Lawn Mower, Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair ¢
Unlock Vehicles

24 Hour Wrecker Service* Rollback Available
s Tire Service
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N 0 00 Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #

531 W. 17th » Goodland, KS
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Buffalo Inn Restaurant |
> & Convention Center !

Open daily

Parties from 20 to 200 I

SENIOR DISCOUNT 1
WITH AD !

830 W. Hwy 24, Goodland e 785-899-5057

We'll always be there for you.

LIFE - HOME « CAR -

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

'® Www.shelterinsurance.com

SHELTER

INSURANCE

FARM -+ BUSINESS

Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

nwkansas.com

Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as
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ad could be here!

Call Bill or Eric at 899-2338
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