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commentary

from other pens...
Meth lab fire shows
hazards of illegal drug

ThePittsburg M orning Sun on methamphetamine;

Local law officerswerelucky Wednesday morning. Next time, they
may not be so fortunate.

Thebusinessof fighting methamphetamineisadangerousone. It'sa
war that claimsmany livesevery year. A good exampl e of thissad fact
occurred early Wednesday after local officerstried to executeasearch
warrant ... for what they believed wasan operating meth lab. However
...afirebrokeout and beforethesmokesettled three officersand one of
the suspectswent to the hospital withinjuries.

That’sbad — but it could have been much worse.

Methamphetamine ... is made using over-the-counter ingredients,
many of which are hazardous and quite flammable.

According to the Center for Disease Control, those ingredients are
often corrosive, explosive, flammable and toxic. ...

The CDC aso notesthat police officersand EM Tshavethe greatest
number of injuriesasaresult of meth because... theuniformsthey wear
providelittle or no chemical or respiratory protection. ...

Methis, the official noted, “ascourge onthisentireregion.”

Those are strong words. But meth is a powerful drug and both its
manufacture and itsusage ruinslives.

Wehear al ot about methamphetaminein southeast K ansasand south-
west Missouri. It'sin the news and much on the minds of local public
health officials. ...

Although many citizens have never laid eyes on meth, it effects us
all and thisincident provesthe need for everyone to maintain aclose
watch for those making meth in our community and to report suchin-
cidentsto authorities.

Those who make and use meth are selfish in their production and
consumption of thedrug. L et’sbeselfishin protecting our community
fromthe*scourge” they have brought on our community.

The Salina Jour nal on legacy of Attorney General Carla Stovall:

Carla Stovall surewill be remembered for her timein Kansas poli-
tics. But some of those memories are not afair representation of her
term asattorney general.

Consider the way she leaves the political scene. Here she was, the
Republicans’ top candidate for the governor’s race, and she dropped
out of contention, got engaged and appearsready toliveamorenormal
and lesspubliclifeasthewife of aradio personality.

Stovall alsowill berememberedfor her brushwithscandal. Kansans
will not forget the stink raised after Stovall awarded a$27 million to-
bacco lawsuit contract to alaw firm that formerly employed her on a
part-timebasis. ...

But it would be regrettable if Stovall’slegacy was limited to those
events. We should not overlook her notableaccomplishmentswhilein
office, including her work on behalf of crimevictims.

Two recent legislative successes provide good examples of those
efforts. Oneisabill that makesit easier to get aprotection order to pre-
vent harassment or contact from another person. Itisdesigned to offer
better protectionsfor victims of stalking.

Theother bill issimilar inthat it simplifiesconditionsfor a* protec-
tionfrom abuse” order in casesof domesticviolence. Current law says
two parties have to live together or have a child together to get such
protections from the court. This new legislation allows protective or-
dersevenif two have been just dating.

Both billshave goneto Gov. Bill Gravesfor hissignature.

Itislikely bothwill besignedintolaw, giving Stovall apair of legis-
lativevictoriesfor victims' rights— and giving ustwo morereasonsto
givecredit where creditisdue: Stovall’stenurewas morethan titill at-
ing headlines and brushes with scandal. It should be remembered as
such.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

B

2002

ASSOCIATL
MIEMBER

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Steve Haynes, President

Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page

Rachel Miscall, Managing Editor

Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Doug Stephens, Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales

James Schiefen, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

, ‘h’
&
E,

o
5SS ASSOCIATION:

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Skilar Boland Lana Westfahl

|
~ nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourthof July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporating: SHERMAN Co
The Sherman THE ST * 1”%”
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001
Nor’West Newspapers

Haynes Publishing Company

I

Some special hi

Dear Kansas Consumers:

Thisisthetime of year when many people use
their tax refundsasadown payment to purchasea
car. | would liketo provide afew car buying tips
which should hel pin making that major decision.

1. Askfriendsandfamily fortheir opinionswhen
selecting areputable dealership.

2. Get al promisesand representationsin writ-
ing.

3. Do not buy onimpulseor inresponseto high
pressure sales. Take timeto go home and discuss
the purchasewith family members. Besureto get
thecar youwant, not thecar the sal espersonwants
youto have.

4. Ask thedealer for avehiclehistory, title his-
tory, Carfax, or report from e-autohistory.com.

5. Carefully inspect the vehicle for prior dam-
age, both by yourself and by atrusted auto me-

Everyone should

WhilereadingtheBibleoneday, | begantothink
of some of the things that make the Bible atruly
amazing book — actually acoll ection of 66 books.
Those thoughtsinspired atop 10 list that | don’t
believe has already been done — the top 10 rea-
sonseveryone should read the Bible.

| would like to discuss each of thesereasonsin
itsown column over thenext 10 weeks. And, asis
tradition, | will start at 10 and work my way up to
the number one reason.

Reason no. 10 that everyone should read the
Bibleisits account of earth’s creation. Many
peoplehavehadtheoriesof how lifebeganandwhy
we are here, but scientists have not been able to
proveany of thosetheories. Meanwhile, theBible's
account of creation, theoldest “theory” of themall,
hasnot been disproved by sciencedespitediligent
effortsby somewho donotwant tobelievein God.

Genesis1:1, 2 says, “Inthebeginning God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth. Now the earth
proved to be formless and waste and there was
darknessuponthesurface of thewatery deep; and
God'sactiveforcewasmovingtoandfroover the
surface of thewaters.”

This account takes us back to the beginning of
the earth’s creation, atime period so long ago no
oneissure exactly when it was. Some would ar-
guethat the age of somerock formationson earth
mean earth could not havebeen created 6,000 years
ago, thetime period that has occurred since man-
kind was created.

But notice this doesn’'t say it happened 6,000
yearsago. Theearthwascreated sometimebefore
Adam was, exactly how long before, no human
knows.

Somehavedebated whether theearth could have
been createdinsix days, asin six 24-hour periods.
But theaccount doesnot say God counted timein
24-hour increments.

2 Peter 3:8 says, “But, beloved, be not ignorant
of thisonething, that oneday iswiththeLordasa
thousand years, and athousand yearsasoneday.”

Godhasexistedfor all eternity andwill continue
toexistfor all eternity. Itisreasonableto think he
counts time much differently than humans who
livefor roughly 80 years. The Bible does not say
exactly how long the creative dayswere, but they
weresix equal time periods.

Versetwo describes God's active force moving
overthesurfaceof theearth. How, exactly, Godwas
ableto create the earth is beyond human compre-
hension. We have no way of creating the complex
ecosystems on earth from non living matter. But
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chanic. If thedealer hasaproblemwith you doing
this, it should raiseared flag.

6. Carefully examine extended warranties. Re-
member they are optional, not mandatory.

7. Keep in mind that the three-day right to can-
cel does not apply to car purchases made at a
dealer’splaceof business. Besureto purchasethe
car you want and can afford.

Itisalsoimportant to remember that the Kansas
Lemon Law only appliesto new vehicles (leased
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that isonething that makes God so high aboveus.

Revelation4:11says,“ Thouart worthy, O Lord,
toreceiveglory and honor and power: for thouhast
created all things, andfor thy pleasurethey areand
were created.”

God'spower isamazing, and we are privileged
to havethe opportunity to learn about hisacts, in-
cluding earth’screation.

Genesis1: 3-5describestheforming of day and
night. VVerses6-8 describetheformation of thesky
abovethe earth, and verses 9 and 10 describe the
formation of land and seas.

Verses11-13 describethecreation of vegetation,
and verses14-19describetheformation of thesun,
moon, starsand seasons. Verses 20-22 describethe
creation of birds, fish and other marinelife.

Verse 24 says, “And God went on to say: ‘Let
the earth put forth living souls according to their
kinds, domestic animal and moving animal and
wild beast of the earth according toitskind.” And
it cameto beso.”

Verses 26 and 27 describe the creation of man-
kind,“And Godwent ontosay: ‘ Let usmakeman
in our image, according to our likeness, and let
them havein subjection thefish of theseaand the
flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic
animalsandall theearthand every movinganimal
thatismovingupontheearth.” And God proceeded
to createtheman in hisimage, in God’'simage he
created him; male and femal e he created them.”

When God said, “Let us make man in our im-
age,” who was he talking to? Proverbs chapter
eight provides the answer. Verse 22 says, “ God
himself produced me asthe beginning of hisway,
the earliest of hisachievementsof long ago.”

Verses23-30describesomeonebeingwith God
duringtheprocessof creation. That personwasthe
onereferred tointhe Bible as* his only-begotten
son,” the onewho cameto earth as Jesus Christ.

All of thesedetail sconcerning thecreationof the
earth are available for everyoneto learn by read-
ing the Bible. No other book providesthisinfor-
mation. Scientific theories about life beginning
spontaneously thenevolvingintohigher lifeforms
arenot proven, and they leavefar more questions
than they would answer if they weretrue.
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nts for buying that used car

or purchased), not used or pre-owned, andthereare
certain criteriaanew vehiclemust meet before be-
ing designated asa*“lemon.” Any consumerswho
wish to receive a brochure on the Kansas Lemon
Law may contact my Consumer Protection Division
at (785) 296-3751 or 800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will bereturned promptly.

Bible account of creation

Such questionsare: why did life suddenly come
out of alifeless mass? why are we here on eartl
today?what isthe purpose of life?how could suct
complex life forms come about without someone
todesignthem?

By accepting theBible saccount of creation, we
can have the answers to these questions. We car
have peace rather than confusion.

1 Corinthians14:33 says, “ For GodisaGod, not
of disorder, but of peace.”

He created the earth and everything onitin ar
organized way and with apurpose. What purpose”

Isaiah 45:18 says, “For thus saith the Lord that
created the heavens; God himself that formed the
earthand madeit; hehath establishedit, hecreatec
itnotinvain, heformedit to beinhabited: | amthe
Lord; and thereisnoneelse.”

Theearthwascreatedtosustainplant, animal anc
human life, as ahome for us. And, as Revelatior
4:11, mentioned above, says, it gave God pleasure
to create the earth and everything onit.

Ecclesiastes12:13 says, “ L et ushear theconclu-
sion of the whole matter: fear God, and keep his
commandments: for thisisthewhol eduty of man.”

Our purposeistoworship God and obey himanc
toenjoy thethingshehascreatedfor us. If wewere
not toenjoy life, wewould not need asenseof smell
orasenseof taste. Wewould not needtoseeincol ot
or beableto enjoy music. But we can because Goc
created usto enjoy life.

Hebrews 3:4 says, “ Of course, every houseis
constructed by someone, but hethat constructedall
thingsisGod.” If ahouse needsan architect to de-
signit and workersto construct it, the only logical
conclusionisthat themuch morecomplex earthanc
lifeonit aso had adesigner and maker.

Reading and accepting the truth of the Bible's
creation account gives ussound answersto anum-
ber of questionsand a purposefor our lives.
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