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Today
¢ Sunset, 7:59 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:27 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:00 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 63 degrees
* Humidity 14 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds west 13-22 m.p.h.
* Barometer 28.76 inches

and falling

* Record High 97° (1939
* Record Low 30° (1931)

Last 24 Hours*

High 80°
Low 49°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low lower
40s, winds northwest 10-15 m.p.h.
Tomorrow: mostly sunny, high upper
60s, low mid 40s, winds northwest
10-15 m.p.h., 20 percent chance of
rain in the night.

Extended Forecast
Friday: mostly cloudy with 50 per-
cent chance of scattered showers,
high upper 60s, low lower 40s. Sat-

urday: clear, high lower 70s.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.48 bushel

Posted county price — $2.45

New Crop — $2.50
Corn — $1.85 bushel

Posted county price — $1.88

Loan deficiency payment — 11¢
Milo — $1.54 bushel
Soybeans — $4.28 bushel

Posted county price — $4.32

Loan deficiency payment — 60¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $9.70 cw.

NuSun — $9.85 cwt.

Loan deficiency pmt. — 36¢

Confection current — $16/$8 cwt.
Pinto beans — $27

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Levy’s body
may be found

WASHINGTON —A skull and
other human boneswerefoundin
apark early today and police are
trying to determine whether they
aretheremains of ChandralLevy,
the24-year-oldformer internwho
disappeared morethanayear ago.

“The possibility existsthat it's
afemale based on some prelimi-
nary work,” Terrance W. Gainer,
Washington’sdeputy policechief,
saidinatelephoneinterview from
Rock Creek Park.” They havebeen
herefor sometime.”

Gainer said he has no idea
whether the remains are those of
Levy, but saidthepark hasbeenan
area police have searched exten-
sivelyfor Levy’'sbody. Theformer
U.S. Bureau of Prisonsinterndis-
appeared May 1, 2001.

Levy’scasedrew national atten-
tion becauseof her connectionsto
Rep. Gary Condit, whotoldpolice
heandL evy werehavingan affair.

High wind takes down trees, power

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Goodland was a wind-blown mess
thismorning.

Windgustsreaching60m.p.h. ripped
through the city Tuesday afternoon,
breaking off tree limbs, knocking out
power and flinging around dust and
trash.

The National Weather Servicein
Goodlandissued awindadvisory early
in the morning, said Scott L ockhart,
senior forecaster. At 6 am., he said,
winds were already blowing at 33
m.p.h. and stayed steady through the
day, reaching apeak at 4:20 p.m. at 60
m.p.h.

Thewind shut off power inpart of the
town for 47 minutes, said Ed Wolak,
city publicworksdirector. He said the
windbrokeajumper wire, aconnection
to apower cable and a utility pole, at
16th and Walnut.

“The wind will work it, and even
though it’s pretty thick, will knock it
loose eventually,” Wolak said.

Torepair thedamage, hesaid, acity
crew had to temporarily shut down
power to other sections of town.

Broken tree limbs knocked out
power lines at 15th and Montana,
Wolak said, and a crew checked con-
nectionsat 9th and Broadway because
the county courthouse was having in-
ternal electrical problems.

Alargetreelimbfell onto 12th Street
between Clark and Caldwell about 5
p.m., blockingtrafficuntil acity police
officer moved it out of the street and a
city crew cameto haul it away. It was
only oneof several largebranchesthat
fell off treesinto the street.

Tree limbs littered Chambers Park
andfrontlawnsall over townthismorn-
ing. Wolak said he’ snot surehow much
damagewas caused, but it wasconsid-
erable.

Treesweren'ttheonly plantshurt by
the wind. Dana Belshe, county exten-
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sionagricultureagent, said highwinds
will depletemoistureinthesoil, andcan
physically damage young crops.
“With thewind blasting new plants,
there can beparticledamage,” hesaid.
“Itisnot areal good scenario.”

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

School board negotiators agreed
Tuesday toshortentheprocessteach-
ers must go through to file a com-
plaint, but refused to bring in ame-
diatorfromoutsidethedistricttohelp
settle disputes.

They were responding to a pro-
posal theteachersunionnegotiating
team made earlier this month to cut
stepsout of thegrievance procedure
and give staff the option of having
their complaint heard by amediator
or arbitrator, instead of the school
board. Theteacherssaid theway the
district handlescomplaintsisunfair
becauseit takestoolonganddoesn’t
involveanimpartial third party.

Negotiating teams for the board
and union met for afourth timethis
year on Tuesday to decidewhat will
beincludedinteacher contractsnext
year. They will meet againat 5 p.m.
onWednesday, May 29, totalk about
staff salaries.

Wagesistypically themostimpor-
tant topic, but negotiators couldn’t
talk aboutituntil thestateL egislature

School board won't
bring In mediators

decided how much it would pay
schools next year. Lawmakers
agreed |ast week to giveschool s$20
moreper student, but negotiatorsstill
put off talking about sal ariesbecause
the teachers team said a computer
glitch preventedthemfromhavinga
proposal.

SuperintendentMarvin Selby said
if negotiations on the 2002-2003
agreement aren’t finished by June 1
the teams will have to sign papers
reguesting an extension.

Sofar, negotiatorshavespent most
of their meetingstalking about how
tohandlecomplaintsfrom staff, stu-
dentsand parents.

Theteacherswantedtochangethe
way the district deals with com-
plaints from staff because they said
thecurrent processputsteachersat a
disadvantage. They said they want
outside input because often the per-
son the complaint is lodged against
is the same one to come up with a
solution.

Kathy Russell, head of the school

See CONTRACTS, Page 4

City, county to discuss
water contamination

The city and county commissions
plan to get together and talk about
groundwater contamination at 8 am.
Friday, May 31.

Thecounty receivedaletter fromthe
Kansas Department of Health and En-
vironment that said the groundwater
contamination north of townwasmov-
ingtowardscity water pump#11, close
to County Road 67 by the landfill.

City Manager Ron Pickman said no
tetrachl oroethlene, the contaminant,
has been found in the well yet, but the
state thinks the pump might be draw-
ing the contamination closer.

Bonnie Selby, county attorney, for-
warded the state’s | etter to the city of-
fices, and said the county wanted to
meet with the city commissioners.

“Obviousdly, thisisacommunity con-
cerninvolvingcity, county andgovern-
mententities,” Selbywrote, “andthere-
fore, thecounty commissionerswishto
address the problem through joint ef-
fort asexpeditiously asispossible.”

Thecity hasstarted pumpingthewell
only when needed, Pickman said, to
help avoid the spread of the chemical.
Thewell is one of the biggest the city
operates, he said, pumping about 500
gallonsper minute.

Commissioner Curtis Hurd asked
what elsethecity could do.

“1 think that iswhat thecounty wants
totalk about,” Pickman said.

Hesaid hethought the city commis-
sionerscouldtalk tothecounty at their
next commissioner’smeeting.

Blowing dust not only hurts crops,
Belshe said, it meansthereis soil ero-
sion, whichcanhurt crop productionin
the future. Theregionisalready in a
drought condition, he said, and strip-
ping moisture from the soil is only

City workers removed a large tree branch from 12th Street between Clark and Caldwell that fell during a wind storm Tuesday evening and blocked
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making abad situation worse.

“1t sapped quiteabit of moisture,” he
said. “ Theweatherisnot being easy on
thefarmers.”

L ockhart saidthewindswerecaused
by ahigh pressuresystemover theCen-

tral Plainsmeetingwithahighpressure
systemfromtheRocky Mountains, and
isnormal for thistime of year.
“Weusually haveat least onestrong
windlikethiseach spring,” hesaid. “It
isanormal spring-time occurrence.”

Skinned snake may be longest

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

When Stacy Casper ranover asnake
onhisway homefrom school Monday,
hedidn’t consider that thelongest bull
snakeever foundinKansascould have
just gone under his car tire. He was
thinking maybe hefound anew pet.

But after thebull snaketriedtoattack
him and his cat, Casper, a15-year-old
ninth grader at Brewster High Schooal,
decidedit might makeabetter dead pet
than an alive one.

He gutted and skinned the reptile
early Tuesday morning and brought the
scaly hideto school, where he stapled
it to a 10-foot long plank in the shop
classroom.

That’swhenhenoticedthesnakewas
unusually long.

“Helookedal ot smaller thanwhat he
wasuntil | stretched him out thismorn-
ing,” Casper said.

Without the head and tail, the snake
skinis 7 feet long — 3 inches shorter
than the longest bull snake ever re-
ported in Kansas.

Casper said the snake would prob-
ably measure 8 feet with the head and
tail, buttheanimalsonhisfamily’sfarm
likely atethosealongwiththereptile's
body.

Leonard Hopper, district wildlife
biologistin Colby, said there’snoway
of knowing exactly how longthesnake
actually was because the skin can
sometimes stretch after it's removed
fromtheanimal.

Hopper said Joesph Collins, aKan-
sasUniversity biology professor, says
inhisbook, “ Amphibiansand Reptiles
inKansas,” that thelongest bull snake
everfoundinKansaswas7feet 3inches
long and weighed 8 pounds. He said it
was a female snake found in Harper
County in May 1981.

Thebook saysbull snakes can grow
upto 100incheslong, or 8.3feet, Hop-
per said.

Cagsper said he had to kill the snake
becauseit wastoo dangeroustokeepin
captivity alive.

The young man, who lives north of
Brewster with his parents Bruce and
Stephanie, said he was driving home
from school at 4:20 p.m. when heran
over thebull snake about 8 milesnorth
of town.

Casper said hisfather told him later
that hethought hehad a sohitthesnake
on hisway home from work.

After being run over twice, he said,

Stacy Casper, who lives near Brewster, measured the skin from a bull

snhake he ran over Monday afternoon. It measured 7 feet, which is three
inches shorter than the longest bull snake ever reported in Kansas.
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the snake was till alive and was very
feisty.

Casper saidheparked hiscar, popped
the trunk and found the reptile in the
road. He said he stepped oniitstail and
picked it up by the neck.

“That'swhenhegotvicious,” Casper
said. “Hewrapped around my leg and
arm and tried to turn his head to get a
good bite.”

Hesaid he’shandled bull snakesbe-
fore, and heknew to pinchthereptile's
jaw boneto stop him from biting.

Hesaidheput thesnakeinafeed sack
hehadinthetrunk andtiedthesack with
rope. When he got the snake home,

Casper said, he put it in atrough and
covered the trough with a piece of
wood.

Whenthecat got curiousandtriedto
takeapeek, Casper said, thesnaketried
to attack it.

“1 knew he was too vicious to keep
around,” hesaid, adding that hegot up
at 5:30 am. Tuesday morning to skin
the snake.

Casper said he fed the body to the
chickens and doesn’t know what he’s
going to do with the skin.

He'll probably keep it, considering
it could be the longest bull snake in
Kansas.



