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Environmental report depicts increased volatility

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

LONDON — A quarter of the
world's mammal species could face
extinction within 30 years, the United
Nationssaidtoday inacomprehensive
overview of the state of theglobal en-
vironment.

The Global Environment Outlook-
3 report depictsan increasingly vola-
tile world in which ever more severe
natural disasters and environmental
degradation will endanger millionsof
humans as well as plant and animal
Species.

The report, released by the United
Nations Environment Program in ad-
vance of this summer’s U.N. World
Summit on Sustai nable Devel opment,
is based on contributions from more
than 1,000 scientists collaborating
with the Nairobi, Kenya-based U.N.
agency.

It assesses environmental changes
over thepast 30 yearsand |l ooksahead
to the next three decades.

The report says the world’s bio-
diversity isunder threat, with 1,130 of
the more than 4,000 mammal species
and 1,183 of the 10,000 bird species
regarded as globally threatened —
meaningthey couldbecomeextinct but
are not necessarily under immediate
threat of extinction.

BOGOTA, Colombia — Colom-
bia' scivil war spilledintothecountry’s
second-largest city, Medellin, assecu-
rity forces battled guerrillashidingin
hillside slums. Nine people were
killed, including two children.

Residents screamed in fear and ran
for cover as security forces crouched
inthestreetsand fired toward thetops
of apartment buildings in Tuesday’s

around the world

battle, some of the worst urban street
fightingin 38 yearsof war. At least 37
people were wounded, and 31 sus-
pected rebelswere arrested.

The fighting began after an early
morning raid involving hundreds of
soldiers, police and federal agents
against rebelsbhelieved tobehidingin
oneof thepoor neighborhoodsringing
the city. Two girls caught in the cross
fire, ages4 and 2, and an elderly man
were among thosekilled.

NATIONAL

PHILADELPHIA — Former Phila
delphia Mayor Edward G. Rendell,
once dubbed “ America’'s mayor” by
former Vice President Al Gore, has
taken abig step forward in hisbid for
another title: Pennsylvaniagovernor.

Rendell won the Democratic nomi-
nation for governor Tuesday after a
hard-fought primary battle. He de-
feated stateAuditor General Robert P,
Casey Jr.

Rendell advanced to the November
general electionagainst Attorney Gen-
eral MikeFisher, whowasunopposed
inthe GOP primary.

In other primaries Tuesday:

—1In Oregon, Ted Kulongoski, a
former attorney general and state Su-
preme Court justice, won the Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nomination over
Bev Steinand Jim Hill. Onthe Repub-
licanside, former lawmaker and ardent
abortionfoeKevinMannixwonaslim,
comeback victory over attorney Ron
Saxtonand stateL abor Commissioner
Jack Roberts.

—In Arkansas, freshman Sen. Tim
Hutchinson defeated conservative

stateRep. JimBob Duggar inthe GOP
primary and will face Democratic At-
torney General Mark Pryor thisfall.
GOP Gov. Mike Huckabee easily de-
feated his challenger and will take on
Democrat Jimmie Lou Fisher.

HOUSTON —AnNArthur Andersen
accountant sai d shredding documents
related to Enron Corp. auditswascom-
mon because of theenergy company’s
sensitivity tokeepingitsfinancescon-
fidential.

“Wewereall requiredtokeepashred
box at our desk because of all thein-
formation related to Enron,” Patricia
Grutzmacher, 32, testified Tuesday in
Andersen’sobstruction of justicetrial.
“Enron was very, very concerned
about their confidentiality related to
any information.”

Grutzmacher wasthefirst midlevel
member of the Enron team to testify
about record destruction after her su-
perior, David B. Duncan, instructedthe
staff on Oct. 23 to comply with An-
dersen’s document retention policy,
which callsfor discarding extraneous
material.

Prosecutors say the policy was an
implicit effort to destroy documents
before the SEC began its inquiry.
Andersen says it wanted to organize
filesand much excessmaterial already
should have been destroyed.

Theaccountingfirmischargedwith
destroying records related to Enron
audits last year as the Securities and
Exchange Commission started prob-
ing the energy company’s finances.
Enron’s downfall led to the biggest

bankruptcy in the nation’s history.

Duncanhasadmittedillegally shred-
ding documents and is cooperating
with the government in exchange for
lenience.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A former
KuKlux Klansmanontria forachurch
bombing that killed four black girls
may be aviolent racist, but that’s no
reason to convict himin the deadliest
act against the civil rights movement,
adefenselawyer said.

Mickey Johnson argued that Bobby
Frank Cherry had nothing to do with
the bombing of the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church and reminded jurors
beforethey began deliberations Tues-
day that hisclient was not on trial for
his objectionable attitudes.

But prosecutors asked the jury of
ninewhitesandthreeblackstodeliver
justice by convicting the aging ex-
Klansman for an act of “pure hate.”
Therequest cameasphotosof thefour
young victims were flashed in court
during closing arguments.

“Thetimeforjusticeishere. It'sway
overdue,” prosecutor Don Cochran
toldthejurors.

The jury deliberated about 2 1/2
hours before recessing until today
when the trial was scheduled to re-
sume.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Supporters of
arming commercial airline pilots are
asking Congressto overturnthe Bush
administration’s decision against al-
lowing firearmsin the cockpits.

The House Transportation aviation
subcommitteeistoconsider legidlation
Thursday to allow trained pilots to
carry guns, and a bipartisan group of
senatorsismoving ahead with asepa-

ratebill.

“While I'm disappointed with the
Department of Transportation’s deci-
sion, | will redoublemy effortsto pass
thismeasure,” said Sen. Conrad Burns,
R-Mont. “It'simperative that we pro-
vide pilotswith thiscrucial option.”

House Transportation Committee
chairman Don Young, R-Alaska, said
heplansto havehispanel consider the
bill next month.

Butinthe Senate, Commerce Com-
mittee chairman Ernest Hollings, D-
S.C.,remainsopposedtoarmed pilots.

“Pilots are supposed to fly,” said
Hollings, whose panel oversees the
airlineindustry intheSenate.“ They're
not supposed to shoot.”

Transportation Undersecretary John
Magaw, who headsthe new Transpor-
tation Security Administration, said
Tuesday he would not allow pilotsto
carry guns. Reinforced cockpits and
armed air marshals provide enough
protectionagainstterroristswhotry to
take over an airplane, Magaw said.

WASHINGTON — TheJusticeDe-
partment saysitisready tofilelawsuits
inFlorida, Missouri and Tennesseeal -
leging voting rights violations result-
ing from the bitterly disputed 2000
presidential election.

However, Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Ralph Boyd told the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee on Tuesday that he
expectsthecitiesand countiestargeted
by the Justice Department’scivil rights
divisionto negotiatesettlementsby the
time he'sready tofilethefive suits.

“My hope, my aspiration and my
expectation is that in each of those
we' |l reach an enforceabl e agreement
priortothefiling of thelawsuit,” Boyd
said.

Gravessigns budget, removes obstacle to capital dome statue

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer
TOPEKA — Gov. Bill Graves
signed a $4.4 billion budget into law
after removing an obstacle to placing
a statue of a Kansa Indian atop the

Statehouse dome.
Thebill containsmost of the appro-
priations for the state’s 2003 fiscal

year, which beginsJuly 1. Graveshad
few objectionstoits contents.

But, eventhough heallowed most of
thebill tobecomelaw Tuesday, Graves
did veto a provision that would have
prohibited the Department of Admin-
istration from spending money to re-
inforcethedometo support the20-foot
“AdAstra’ statueof thelndian, draw-

ing hisbow to the sky.

“He’s been alongtime supporter of
Ad Astra,” said Graves spokesman
Don Brown.

Thework, by Salina scul ptor Rich-
ard Bergen, was chosen in adesign
contest sponsored by the KansasArts
Commissionin 1988.

Itsnamecomesfromthestatemotto,

“Ad astraper aspera’ — “Tothestars
through difficulties.” A replica now
standsin thefirst floor rotunda of the
Statehouse.

A dedicationof thestatueoriginally
was set for July 4, 1990.

However, opposition from legisla-
torsand othersandthecost of reinforc-
ing the dome has prevented the statue
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from going up.

This year, some |egislators wanted
to prevent spending tax dollarson the
project, in part because they were
forced to increase taxes $252 million.
Others did not want the project to be
included ina$135 million, eight-year
renovation of the Statehouse, financed
by bonds.

The suits, according to Boyd, will
allege different treatment of minority
voters,improper purging of voter rolls,
“motor voter” registration violations
and failure to provide accessto dis-
abled voters.

Other charges, hesaid, includefail-
ingtoallow voterswith limited profi-
ciency in Englishto haveassistanceat
the polls and failing to provide bilin-
gual assistance.

WASHINGTON — Citing the re-
cent death of aConnecticut child who
apparently fell victimtoaman shemet
online, the House voted overwhelm-
ingly toestablishanew domainfor kid-
friendly Web sitesand to expand wire-
tap authority to target Internet preda-
tors.

The domain measure, approved on
a 406-2 vote, would have the federal
government overseea’ .kids.us” do-
main on the Internet that would have
only material appropriatefor children
under 13.

Web site operators’ participation
would be voluntary. Parents could set
computer software to limit a child’s
access to only addresses ending in
Kkids.us.

Lawmakerscitedthedeath of Chris-
tina Long, a sixth-grader from Dan-
bury, Conn., inurging passage of both
bills.

Policesay shewasstrangled and her
body dumpedinaravineby a25-year-
old man she met in an Internet chat
room.

Thewiretap measure, approved 396-
11, would allow investigators to seek
wiretaps for suspected sexual preda-
torsto help block physical meetings
between molesters and children they
meet viathe computer.
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