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commentary

from other pens...

Sinking feeling comes
from budget disaster

TheTopeka Capital Journal onthelL egislature:

What if the captain of the Titanic had been ableto just grazetheice-
berg and keep the ship afloat? Hewould have saved alot of lives. But
would he have been hailed as ahero? No, you can bet he would have
been in troublefor damaging the ship...

That's the kind of sinking feeling one hasin the wake of the 2002
Legidature: therdlief thatitdidn't end in adisaster, but alingeringire
over how closeit came and the damage that was caused.

Something after 3a.m. Friday...lawmakersfinally passed abill that
keepsthe state afloat. But lawmakers, especially in the House, won't
betreated as conquering heroes...

For months, Housemembersignored or flat-out denied theinevitable:
that some modest tax increaseswould have to beforthcoming...

Itwasodd, and morethanalittlehypocritical, for Housemembersto
approve a $4.4 billion budget, then turn around and repeatedly vote
against theresources necessary to fundit....

Thedemocratic processis messy and inefficient at itsbest. But this
was pathetic.

Thereis plenty of blame to go around. Republicans hold clear ma-
joritiesin each chamber, yet divisions between moderate and conser-
vative Republicans couldn’t be bridged...

Still, House Democrats might just aswell have been ano-show this
year...

So, yes, with the night-crawl er passage of a$255.7 million tax hill,
|lawmakers averted the di sastrous conseguences...

But somehow it doesn’t feel like something to celebrate.

The Garden City Telegram on collegetuition:

College-bound graduatestoasting each other thisweekend probably
aren't paying too much attention to activity in Topeka, but they’ll find
out the painful truth soon enough.

Officialsat the state’s six universities outlined proposal s last week
that would increasetuition by as much as 25.2 percent beginning this
fall.

The proposalsilluminate the bleak reality of funding higher educa-
tion...

Public policy of thisand every other state should embrace crafting a
higher-education plan that’s affordabl e to the masses. Making post-
secondary education affordableisthe public’s obligation.

Theparadox facingtheuniversitiesisfiguringout away tolimit spikes
intuitionwhilecontinuingtoadvancecurriculumsand attract first-rate
professorsto campusin ahighly-competitive market.

Pricing education out of market for the masses would have a detri-
mental effect onaschool’ sahility toachievethelatter. School sare seek-
ing solutions. At KU, for example, the school will set aside $2.2 mil-
lionintuition grantsfor eligible studentsnext fall, offsetting for some
the 25 percent increasein tuition...

Similar programsshould be created at the other publicinstitutionsbe-
causethe public hasasignificant stakein assuring vitality in our uni-
versities.
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Take 2 Break,
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School being out doesn’t change routine much

| don’t know about you, but school being out
doesn’'t change my routine very much.

There are many people of course who are now
faced with new challenges. what to dowiththeir
children, how tokeepthem busy and happy for the
long summer months, who's going to transport
themtotheswimming pool or ballgamewhilel’m
at work, etc.

Just a quick word of advice: Don’t labor over
such decisions. Spend asmuchtimewiththemas
you can, and enjoy the extratimewith your kids.
They will begrown and gone beforeyou know it.
Oneday, you' |l wishyou havethesecurrent things
withwhichto deal.

In thinking about kids, | ran onto thisarticle |
had saved. It is a police department circular as
guotedin“WhenAll ElseFails, Read thelnstruc-
tions’ by JamesW. Moore:

For Parents: 12 Easy Waysto Turn Your Chil-
dreninto Delinquents.

“1.Beginatinfancy togiveyour childrenevery-
thing they want. In thisway, they will grow up to
believetheworld owesthem aliving.

2. When they pick up bad language, laugh at
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them. Thiswill makethem think they are cute.

3. Never give them any spiritual training. Wait
until they are21 andthen et them decidefor them-
selves.

4. Avoid the use of theword wrong. It may de-
velopaguilt complex. Thiswill conditionthemto
believelater, whenthey are arrested for stealinga
car, that society isagainst them and they arebeing
persecuted.

5.Pick upeverythingthey leavelyingaround—
books, shoes, clothes. Do everything for them so
they will be experiencedinthrowing all responsi-
bilitiesonto others.

6. Let them read any printed matter they can get
their hands on. Be careful that the silverware and
drinking glasses are sterilized, but | et their minds
feast on garbage.

7. Quarrel frequently inthepresenceof your chil-
dren. Inthisway they will not betoo shocked when
thehomeishbroken up later.

8. Give children all the spending money they
want. Never let them earn their own way. Why
should they havethingsastough asyou had them?

9. Satisfy their every cravingfor food, drink, and
comfort. Seethat every sensual desireisgratified.
Denia may lead to harmful frustration.

10. Always take their side against neighbors,
teachers, police officers. They are prejudiced
against your children.

11. When they get into trouble, apologize for
yourself by saying, ‘ | never could doanythingwith
them.’

12. Preparefor alife of grief. You will belikely
to haveit.”

Just think about it asyou' retrying to ‘ entertain’
your childreninstead of guidingtheminhowtotake
responsibility.

Start some project you can do together; it could
be to cut the neighbor’s lawn or paint a shut-in’s
house. Workingtogether can bejustasmuchfunas
playtimethat costs money. And it'sgood training

Doing the rlght thing In the wrong way

Thegreatest crime/thehighest treason/todothe
right thing/for thewrong reason.

Orinthecaseof Rep. Peggy L ong of Hamilton,
todotheright thing in absolutely thewrong way.

One thing an editor hates to do is chastise a
friend. Most of usdon’t haveenough of them. But
herewe go, off the deep end.

Rep. Long, who isfrom Oberlin, succeeded in
the waning days of the marathon legidative ses-
sionin getting abill through both the House and
Senate to outlaw cockfighting or raising game-
cocksin Kansas.

It wastheright thing to do.

Kansasreportedly wasoneof only six statesthat
had not outl awed thissensel essand barbaric prac-
tice.

But, oh, the way she got it done. It smacked of
brilliance in legislative tactics, but was wholly
lacking in democratic ethics.

Ms. Long, I’'m sure, convinced herself that the
endsinfact justified the means.

Maybe if | werein her shoes, I'd agree. But |
don’t think so.

Democracy requiresopenness, not back-room,
back-door politics.

Rep. Longsaid shehadtriedfor several yearsto
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get her bill ontotheHousefloor. Committeechair-
men pretty much control what getsout for debate,
though, and she says no committee chair would
give her bill ahearing.

It's hard to imagine that cockfighting, a sport
conducted on amore or less underground basis,
even where legal, is that popular. Or that
cockfighters are that powerful in Topeka. But it
could beso.

Inany event, Rep. Long grew tired of fighting
togetthebill out and seized achancewhen, latein
the session, she spotted a bill that, while all but
dead, had been passed out by acommitteeand was
still alive enough to be amended.

She and supporters contrived to have the bill
revived enough for an amendment replacing the
original contents with her cockfighting ban. It
passed the House and Senate and isonit'sway to
Gov. Bill Graves.

Well and good. Kansashasnoneedfor a“ sport”

Thanksforhelpwithgraduation

Tothe Editor:

Project Graduation 2002 is now compl ete and
the Seniors and Planning Committee owe a big
thank you to several businesses.

To the Goodland Elks Lodge and Safari
Steakhouse: We know the hardship thisimposes
uponyour busi nessto closepart of thebuildingfor
use during Prom and Project Graduation. We ap-
preciatetheuseof your finefacility. Your support
of our youth istruly appreciated.

To Coca-Cola: Thank you for your donation
during our Project Graduation evening.

To The Goodland Daily News for allowing us
to publicize the upcoming meetings at no cost.
Your upcoming events columnisavery valuable
asset of thenewspaper. Theinsert withthestudents
plansisakeepsake.

ToEagleCableTelevision: Wewant tothank you
for publicizing theupcoming meetings, your gen-
erous donation to our party and for running the
Senior picturesduring theweekend of graduation
at no cost to the parents.

Toall of theparentswho hel pedinany manner:
Therewerehoursspentin planning the party, per-
sonal money spentinexecuting the party, but most
importantly, yearsspent guidingtheseniorstothis
point.

Theopportunity to have onefinal eveningwith
as many students and their parents as possibleis
anexperiencethat will not soon beforgotten. The
dedication from the people of the City of Good-
land to support our youth in all of the ways they
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doistruly appreciated by thestudentsandtheir par-
ents. We arethankful for all you have done.

Now isthetimethekitestring breaksand off they
will sail. Tothestudents. Alwaysremember where
your kite lifted off, and that no matter how much
money you make or titlesyou receive, thereisno
better sense of gratification than to give back to
peoplewhat they have given to you. The commu-
nity welcomes you back to support the next gen-
erations.

DebbieMartin

Proj ect Graduation Committee 2002

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste.

which consists of grown men who should know
better watching acoupleof chickenstry tokill each
other with steel knives.

But how can we hold ourselves out as ademoc-
racy when our Legislature still allowsthiskind of
procedure?

Thebill had no hearing. Opponents, cock breed-
ersand presumably fight promoters, had not chance
togivetheir sideof the story. Whatever that might
be.

I’ mnot sticking up for these peopl e, though. Just
their right to be heard before we outlaw their des-
picablelittle game.

Thisisnot thefirsttimesomeonehaspulledal ate-
session end run around the processin Topeka. L ast
year it was a parking garage for the Capitol. And
regrettably, itwon't bethelast.

Thefact that Rep. Long hadtoresort to such she-
nanigansisinitself aproblem Committeechairmen
shouldn’'t be able to bottle up whatever bills they
like.

There should be some process where every hill
introduced somehow getsit 15 minutesonthefloor,
if it hasany support at all.

But democracy requiresdecisionsmadeoutinthe
open, not government by secrecy or surprise.

Sorry, Peggy.
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