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Both parents say the other shouldnt have custody

KIDNAPPING, from Page 1

the friend did not send it to him in
Texas.

That doesnot explain why he never
called Tohnnato tell her he would be
bringing the boys back, though. She
sayshedid not contact her at all while
hewas gone.

Tohnnahad custody hearingswith-
out him, Mark said, and he claimsshe
told Judge Jack Burr lies. Inacustody
evaluation by Sunflower Family Ser-
vice Inc., Tohnna claimed that Mark
camehomeoneday after having spent
the last of their money on marijuana.

She said they needed diapers, and
she said she told him, “You suck asa
father!”

Shesaid hethrew acan of sodaat her
head and threatened her. Tohnna said
the next day, Mark told her, “Theonly
way to clear your head isto put abul-
let throughiit.”

Mark said he never madethat state-
ment or threatened her but that shehad
toldthejudgethosethingsto get aPro-
tectionfromAbuseorder and havehim
removed from the house.

In the custody evaluation, Tohnna
sald Mark smoked marijuanathrough-
out their marriage. Mark said hetried
marijuanain the 1970s, and it made
himsick. Hesaid he hasnever usedil-
legal drugs.

Mark said hisex-wifehasrepeatedly
dragged him into court for custody
hearings, and he has not been heard.
The judge only listens to Tohnna, he
claims, and hesaysthelawyer hehired
did not represent him well.

Information in the Thompsons' do-
mestic relations file at the Sherman
County courthousesaysMark filedfor
solecustody of the childrenand asked
for child support payments from
Tohnna in December 2000, and that
she has filed motions asking for cus-
tody, child support from Mark and for
“parenting time” with the children.

The family services evaluator,
TeresaWitthuhn, saidthat both parents
are capable of parenting the boys but
recommended that Tohnna have resi-
dential custody because Jonah and Job
need to build arelationship with their
mother and because she felt Tohnna
wouldbemorelikely to cooperatewith
co-parenting.

Witthuhn said in her report that a
break in the rel ationship between the
younger boys and their mother could
lead to severe behavior problems, low
self-esteemand causethemtomistrust
others, especially their mother.

Shesaid Tohnnaand Mark haveused
the boys astools of revenge.

Accusations that the travel trailer
Mark and the boystook to Texas was
dirty and that the kidswere cooped up
arenottrue, Mark said. Thekidsplayed
inthe city park, he said, and were not
kept hidden. He claims the kids were
having “thetime of their lives.”

“All of the charges against me are
false,” Mark said, adding that hefeels
hehasalready beentried and convicted
“in the newspaper.”

Thatisnotthestory theboysaretell-
ing.

Though they say they lovetheir fa-
ther, Jaeger and Jacob said they did not
enjoy thetrip to Texas. They were not
allowed outside much, the boys said,
but hadto gotothebathroom outdoors.

Smee said the boys and their father

werefound Monday, Jan. 28, about 20
milesoutsideAustin, Texas.

TheBastrop County Sheriff’sOffice
received ananonymouscomplaint that
day, the chief said, that a man was
moving children from abrown subur-
bantoacamper. Thecaller saidtheman
had wrapped thechildreninablanket,
Smee said, and was acting very suspi-
cious.

A deputy was sent to check out the
situation, the chief said, and spoke to
Mark Thompson. He ran a check on
Thompson, Smee said, and found he
hadthewarrantin Goodland andthere
was a federal warrant for unlawful
flight to avoid prosecution.

After the boys were found, Texas
Child Protective Services called the
Kansas Department of Social and Re-
habilitation Services here, Tohnna
said, and said they neededtofollow up
onthecaretheboyshad received with
their father. The Kansasagency deter-
mined that Mark had neglected the
boyswhen he left them unsupervised
long enough for Job to burn himself
playing with acigarette lighter.

The agency’sreport said Mark had
left the boys alone in the Suburban
while he went into a pawn shop. The
agency said it had determined seven
months earlier that Jaeger and Jacob
could not supervisetheyounger boys,
the report said, and Mark agreed and
promised not to leave them alone.

Mark was brought back to
Goodland, and after ahearing in Feb-
ruary, was released on a $15,000 sig-
nature bond. Tohnna said she thought
he should have had to pay bail. Sheis
outraged that hewasset free, saying it
trivializeswhat hedid.

Tohnnasays she'safraid Mark will
take the kids again and she doesn’t
want her kidsto haveto live with that
fear.

“How can | not be angry?’ she
asked. “These are my kids who were
taken. We'rethevictims, and he'sthe
one getting sympathy.”

Tohnna sthe one getting sympathy,
Mark replies.

“She’s a drama queen,” he said,
“who has madethisall about her.”

She signed the kids over to him,
Mark said, when she wanted to live
with aman in Burlington. But when
that didn’t work out, she wanted the
kids back. Tohnna said she never
signed the kids over to Mark and that
she moved to Burlington to be closer
to her job, not to livewith aman.

“Whenhe(Mark) told metoleave,”
Tohnnasaid, “1 had ajobthereand had
to move because | had no car.”

Tohnnasaid shesigned aninformal
statement givingresidential custody of
thechildrento Mark when shetriedto
reconcilewith him.

“Hewould not let me moveinwith
himif | didn't writethat,” she said. “I
wastryingtogivemy childrenahappy
family life, and | thought that wasthe
only way todoit.”

Mark said Tohnna moves in with
men so they will pay thebillsfor her.

“Shedidn’twanttopay bills,” Mark
said, “ soshegot someonetoreplaceme
—thatistotry toreplaceme. I’'mkind
of irreplaceable.”

Mark said heofferedtogivetheboys
to her and pay $200 amonth for child
support. Her attorney said that wasn’t
enough money, Mark said, so she de-
manded more. Tohnnasaid shewasjust

Itistoughfor the publicto measure
the performance of child protective
serviceagencies, saysRandy Burton,
founder of Justice for Children, and
even tougher to hold them to definite
standards of accountability.

Because of privacy laws, it is hard
tofind out what they aredoingin any
one case or how they rate overall. He
recommends that anyone who wit-
nessesor suspectsabusegetinvolved.

Steps Burton saysto take are:

* Report theabuseto the policeand
to protective services, in Kansas, the
Department of Social and Rehabilita-
tionServices. InGoodland, call police
at 899-4570 or dial 911 if theabuseis

Justicefor Childrenisanationa
advocacy organization with head-
guartersin Houston.

A brochuresaystheorganization
was founded in 1987 by Randy
Burton and a group of citizensin
responseto “thefailureof thechild
protectivesystemto protect abused
and neglected children.” Burtonis
aformer chief prosecutor of the
Family Offenses Section of theHar-
risCounty district attorney’soffice.

The organization’s purposeisto
advocate for abused children not
properly protected by the state agen-
cies required by law to do so, Child
Advocate San C. Tasaid.

Thegroup hasworked to put child
abuseinthe public eyeand hasmade
proposals to legislators to change
lawsdealingwithdomesticrelations,
shesaid.

“Our goals are to focus public at-
tention on this problem,” Ta said,
“and to assist the different govern-
mental agencies involved in child
abuse cases.”

Most states require any adult who
suspectsthat a child is being abused
to report that to either the police or
childprotectiveservices, Burtonsaid.
These laws were intended to ensure

in progress. The state Social and Re-
habilitation Services number is899-
5661. County Attorney Bonnie Selby
may be reached at 899-4820, and the
county sheriff, for areas outside the
city, at 899-4835.

* Find out who the caseworker is
and contact him or her to determine
the status of the case.

» Contact the responsible police
officer and determinethestatusof his
investigation. Askif hehasforwarded
hisreport tothe county attorney’ sof-
fice, and, if he hasn’t, ask when he
will.

« Contact theprosecutor and, if you
havefacts of the case, make surethe

tem designed to protect victims of
child abuse from being re-abused
by their family and ‘loved’ ones. |
can testify that the system cur-
rently in placeisan utter failure.

- Randy Burton
Justicefor Children

that kidsreceiveadult helpin getting
reportsof abuseintothecriminal jus-
tice system.

In Kansas, professionals, such as
doctors and teachers, who deal with
childrenarerequired by law toreport
child abuse, said Gene Dawson, area
director of the KansasDepartment of
Social and Rehabilitation Services.
There have been very few problems
inKansas, hesaid, withthoserequired
by law to report child abuse.

Thoughnot everyoneisrequired by
law to do so, Dawson said, anyone
knowing about child abuse should
report it.

“Children in many cases do not
have the ability to make their own
reportsof thesecrimes,” Burtonsaid,

prosecutor isaware of these and that
you arelisted as a potential witness.

« If the police officer has decided
not torefer the casetothe prosecutor,
or if the caseworker hasfailed to re-
port the case to the police, find out
why and keep notes on the process.

« |f you are not satisfied with their
reasons, contact Justicefor Children
at (713) 225-4357.

« Consider contacting the newspa-
per to seeif pressure can be applied
to the system.

« If the child isin your custody or
that of afriend or relative, take the
child to adoctor who has experience
in diagnosing child abuse.

“duetotheir age or the fact that they
are virtual prisonersin their homes
where the abusive parent or relative
asolives.”

But the protective services and
police departments often do not en-
sure the protection of abused chil-
dren, he says. Nationwide, Burton
said, of the children who died from
abuse and neglect, amost half had
case histories of abuse or neglect in
thefamily.

“ Asaformer member of thesystem
designed to protect victims of child
abuse from being re-abused by their
familyand‘loved’ ones,” Burtonsaid,
“| cantestify that thesystem currently
in placeisan utter failure.”

Dawson said the systemin Kansas
is absolutely not afailure. One very
publicfailure nationwide can paint a
bad picture for the whole system, he
said, but avast maority of the cases
handled in Kansas have been a suc-
CESS.

“Consideringthatit'sanextremely
complicated and emotional arena,”
Dawson said, “we are doing a very
goodjob.”

Dawson said organizations like
Justice for Children are needed to
keep the problem of child abuse and

Anyone who sees child abuse should act

* If sexual assault issuspected, in-
sist that arapekit be prepared, and if
the child has bruises, take pictures.

Justicefor Children hasworked to
keep the public informed regarding
theproblemsof child abuse, their bro-
chure says, especially how to recog-
nize and report crimes against chil-
dren.

Theorgani zationhasbeenfeatured
on“PrimeTimeLive,” “Good Morn-
ing America,” “Donahue” and “The
Justice Files.”

For moreinformation, contact their
web site at www.jfcadvocacy.com,
www.jfcadvocacy.org or
www.justiceforchildren.com.

Child advocacy group formed to help abused

the problemswiththecurrent system
before the public. The system oper-
atesvery well every day, hesaid, but
he concedes that it does not succeed
inevery caseand needshelpfromoth-
ers.

“It's everybody’s business to pro-
tect our children,” he said.

Someof thereasonsfor thefailures
in the system, Burton said, are the
priority theagenciesgiveto preserv-
ing the family and the fact that they
often are accountable only to them-
selves.

“In1980,” hesaid, “afinancial in-
centive in the form of federal funds
wasestablished to encourage preser-
vation of the family unit.”

Protective services have thus as-
sumedthat tobeof equal valuetopro-
tecting the child, he said, and have
“shown amarked biastowards pres-
ervation of the family at the expense
of the child’'s safety.”

Dawson said the Socia and Reha-
bilitation Serviceshaveworked with
afamily preservationagency but does
not preservethefamily at theexpense
of safety.

The Kansas agency has court-ap-
pointed advocatesto look for thein-
terests of the child, he said.

following her lawyer’s advice.

Although histaking the kids out of
the state prompted Judge Burr to give
Tohnnafull custody at a hearing Jan.
16, Mark said he is planning to seek
custody of the boys again. Tohnna
manipul ates them, he claimed, and
abusesthem emotionally.

Tohnna said she does not lie to her
children, doesnot bad-mouththeir fa-
therinfront of themandletsthemmake
up their own minds about whether to
believe her or Mark.

“1 don’t need tolieto beagood par-
ent,” shesaid. “If | did that, they (the
boys) would only resent mewhenthey
get older.”

Mark says he needs to protect the
childrenfrom Tohnna, but shesayshe
isjust trying to hurt her.

“1 will fight for my children,” he
said, “to protect them from Tohnna's
abuse.”

“Whenour marriageended, | moved
on,” shesays. “1 wish hewould move
onand quit trying to hurt me.”

Researcher looks to lower bean gas

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — Researcher
Sam Changisonamission: Heislook-
ing for waysto break downthe*“flatu-
lencesugars’ inbeansbeforethey cre-
atean audible side effect.

Besidesimprovingwhat hecallsthe
“social-behavior status’ of beans, the
project could leadto productsthat pro-
vide high protein and fiber without
producing intestinal gas.

vivethedigestivetract until they reach
thelargeintestine, wherethey fall prey
to bacteriathat ferment them.

The process produces gases —
methane, hydrogen and carbon diox-
ide. The result, embarrassing for

adults, canbepainful forinfants, elimi-
nating otherwisehealthful beansasan
ingredient in baby food.

Solving the problem could boost
demand for beans in both adult and
baby foods.
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Chang, aresearcher at North Dakota
State University, has kept a sense of
humor about hiswork.

P

“As aresearcher, when people ask
what we do and we say beans, people
start to laugh,” he said.

Flatulence science, as Chang ex-
plainsit,workslikethis: Beanscontain
sugars called raffinose oligosaccha-
rides, which cannot bebrokendown by
human enzymes. The molecules sur-
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SUBSCRIBER

CECIL BOWEN

You receive two free passes to see

STAR WARS
PG

Sherman
1203 MAIN — Phone 899-6103

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

* CARS »
2002 Cavalier Z-24
2001 Pontiac Grand Am-4

dr.
2001 Pontiac Grand Am-2
dr.

2001 Chevy ImpalalLS
2001 Chevy Malibu LS
2001 Pontiac Sunfire
2001 Dodge Stratus - 2 dr.
2000 Dodge Neon LX
1999 Pontiac Sunfire
1999 Chrysler 300 M
1999 Concorde LX
1999 Ford Escort ZX2
1998 Pontiac Grand Am
1998 Pontiac Grand Am
1998 Chrysler Cirrus LXI
1998 Concorde LXI
1998 Beetle
1997 Plymouth Breeze
1996 Grand Prix
1996 Dodge Intrepid
1996 Neon Expresso
1996 Cutlass - 2 dr.

930 S. RANGE

s COLBY -

1995 Mazda Protege

1995 Monte Carlo

1994 Eagle Vision

1993 Cavalier Z-24

1993 Crown Victoria

1992 Buick LeSabre

1991 Cutlass Convertible

1988 Cavalier Convertible Z-24
1983 Mercury Marquis

* PICKUPS & SUVs «

2001 Dodge Ext. 4X4 Sport

2001 F-150 Supercrew

2001 Grand Caravan - 4dr.

2000 K-2500, 6.0 motor

1999 Ford Windstar

1999 GMC Suburban

1999 K-1500 4X4 Reg. Cab

1999 K-1500 Ext. Cab 4X4

1999 Town & Country LXI - Quad seats
1998 Astro Conversion

1997 F-150 Ext. Cab 4X4SOLD
1997 Ford Windstar - Quad seats
1996 Gr. Caravan LE - Quad seats
1991 E-150 Conversion Van

1991 Chevy C-10 P.U.

1991 S-10 Ext. Cab

785-462-2660




