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commentary

from other pens...

Legislature shouldn't

be excused for delays

TheHutchinson Newson gover ninginefficiency:

At acost of $40,000 a day, the Kansas L egislature should follow a
well-established processfor finishingitsbusinessontime, for deliber-
ating billsand deciding their fate, whenit meetsfor theregular 90-day
sessionin Topeka.

Unfortunately, the L egislature showed no such disciplinethisyear.

Lawmakerswill claimthat the state’ srevenue shortfall and the con-
tenti ousreapportionment processdominated theagendasince January.
Agreed, those itemsrequired agreat deal of debate and discussion to
resolve.

Eventhat explanation, however, fail stojustify why legislatorswaited
until thisweek ... to deal with arange of other issues.

Kansansshould ask their representativesand senatorsto explainwhy
they could not decide until themiddle of May what course of actionto
takeon:

— A compromise bill giving citizensaway to avoid telemarketing
cals. ...

— Two bills designed to strengthen Kansas laws dealing with do-
mestic violence and stalking.

— L egidlation banning cockfighting in the state.

—Aninitiativetohelp rural communitiesrecruit foreign physicians
to practicein underserved areas.

— A proposal to register but not license naturopathic doctors under
the Kansas Board of Healing Arts.

Noneof thesebilIsrepresented awatershed policy changefor thestate.
Yet lawmakers could not find common ground on chickenfights, reg-
istering medical quacks and discouraging stalkers until the wrap-up
session.

Nowonder it turnedintothelongest-in-history, 16-day wrap-up ses-
sion. Andthecost of $40,000 aday makesa$150,000-a-year salary for
aschool superintendent ook like abargain.

TheManhattan Mercury on thepositiveresultsof thelast legida-
tivesession:

Though the legidlative focus in recent weeks has been on the state
budget, tax increases and the length of the session, lawmakersdid get
agood share of thingsright thissession.

Perhapstheforemost achievement of thesessionwasthel egidature's
authorization to issue more than $100 million in bonds for research
centersat KansasStateUniversity, theKU Medical Center and Wichita
State University.

... Lawmakerswhohavebeenjustifiably criticizedfor lacking vision
on morethan one issue deserve credit for seeing and grasping the fu-
tureonthisone.

Legislators also wereright to reject proposal sto expand gambling.
Thiscameasapleasant surprise primarily becausethe statesfinancial
condition makes almost any source of revenuetempting. ...

Among thereasonslegislatorsturned the proposalsdown isthat the
states cut of the winningswould depend on citizens|osses. Lawmak-
ers, who acted responsibly, doubtlesswill deal with thistopic again.

Legidatorsalso deservesomecredit for adding $20 per pupil instate
funding for public schools. Theaction providesalittleassistancefor a
system that needs alot. The ... additional $20 per pupil will help not
just schooal districts but the studentsthose districts serve.

And, though the revenue package lawmakersdid approvelast week
wasn't all it should have been, they earned some praise for approving
needed tax increases when doing so was most difficult in an election
year.
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“We can do abetter job of making our borders
more secure,” President Bush said last week be-
foresigninglegidationdesignedtodoexactly that.
“We must know who’s coming into our country
andwhy they’ recoming. Wemust know what our
visitors are doing and when they leave,” he con-
tinued, adding, “ It sknowledgenecessary tomake
our homeland more secure.”

Easier saidthandone?You bet. For all thespiffy,
new immigration guidelines provided by the En-
hanced Border Security and Visa Entry Reform
Bill (intensifying immigration checks at Ameri-
can ports-of-entry; creating an easy-access data-
baseof knownterrorists; strengthening thestudent
visaprogram; and hiring 400 new INSinspectors
andinvestigators) thesameold problemremains:
an understaffed and under-trained immigration
agency overwhelmed by the magnitude of itsdu-
ties.

Take the New York office of the United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service. Bush
may havejust signed agrandly titled and — with
a$3.2hillionbudget—grandly pricedbill intolaw,
but the fact remains that today, on the ground, at
our flagship port of entry, it'suptojust 14 federal
immigration agents, assisted by seven New York
City police detectives and two state troopers un-
familiar withimmigrationlaw, to find and deport
the roughly 1,200 illegal immigrants from Al

Tothe Editor:

American farmers are once again the ignorant
pawns in another big business shell game. Etha-
nol and biodiesel are nothing more than another
taxpayer-funded moneymaker for big business.

Regardlessof theproductsmeritstotheenviron-
ment, an engines durability or America's depen-
denceonforeign oil, American farmersarefools
if they believethey will gainany real, lasting ben-
efit from thisnew product.

Most farmersnaively believeanincreasein us-
ageof cornor soy will increasetheir bottom line.
Itisnearly irrelevant how many new productsare
invented; the priceto thefarmerswill not change
appreciably. Thefundamental problemisnot be-
ing addressed, namely, commaodity producers,
whether corn, coal or coffee are price takers not
price setters.

History showsthat in time all raw commodity
producers will be paid as close as possible to a
break-evenprice. Actually now thepricespaidare
below the cost of production. Thiswill continue
until the taxpayer discontinues paying the gap
between the market priceand thetruepriceor un-
til a cataclysmic human event occurs such as a
major war, acontinental drought, etc.

World agricultural commodity prices have | eft
the realm of real supply side economics and are
now mostly influenced by socialistic subsidy pro-
grams. These programsdoom nationsto overpro-
duction.

Casein point: It has been calculated that if the
priceof wheat pai dtothefarmer doubled, thecost
of aloaf of bread would increase 5-10 cents. The
consumer would hardly notice. Sowhy doesn’tthe
miller pay morefor wheat?Hedoesn’t haveto; the
taxpayer ispaying it for him. Thistype of subsi-
dized overproduction is what will insulate crop

/////llll//

//H// 272 TR s LT i

S

——

———

N
\\.\:— =

® commentary

Qaeda-active countries now thought to bein the
New Yorkvicinity. Anevensmaller federal squad,
ameresevenagents, issupposedtobemaking sure
that no illegal immigrants from Arab or Muslim
nationsholdany of theseveral thousand potentially
sensitivejobsat local airports and nuclear plants.
Cross your fingers and hope none of these guys
catchesacold. Meanwhile, no one from the New
York officehashadtimeeventobeginwhat theINS
callsanational priority — tracking down student-
visaviolatorsfrom Muslim and Arab nations.
“They just have nowhere near enough people,”
said JamesK. Kallstrom, aformer assistant direc-
tor of the FBI and a security adviser to New York
Gov. GeorgeE. Pataki, Tothe New York Timesin
arecentarticle.“ They need ageometricincrease.”
Why the thin, thin, thin blue line? Low morale
andequally low pay, say agentsand unionofficials.
Topping out at $49,959 ayear, rank-and-file spe-
cial agents make nearly $10,000 less than their
counterpartsat other federal |aw enforcement agen-

from our
readers

® to the editor

pricesfromany real upward movement. Big busi-
nesswill beableto continueto pay low pricesfor
commodities since Uncle Sam is making up the
difference.

Ethanol and biodiesel fuels are based on this
flawed model. Unlessfarmershave ownershipin
the manufacturing facilitiesand produce both the
crop and the fuel without taxpayer money, no net
improvement tothefarmerswill berealized. Why
do you think oil production companies such as
Exxonand Texaco (fellow commadity producers)
owngasstations?Hint, theseguyshavedonetheir
homework and found they were doomed to slim
or nonexistent profit marginsunlessthey became
vertically integrated.

One other glaring error inthisbusinessplanis
that biofuelswill not bemarketableif they achieve
their goal. Meaning, farmers are sold the hill of
goodsthat if biofuels make ahit then the price of
their commodity will rise.

Inredlity, if the price of thecommodity risesso
will the price of biofuelsand it will no longer be
marketable due to price. Admittedly, production
costsshouldfall withincreasedvolumeandinturn
hel pkeeptheproductsmarketabl e, but thiswill be
negated when the subsidiesfor themanufacturers
end. Yes, that’ sright, themanufacturersaresubsi-
dizedtoo. Thesefactorswill keepalid onany real
benefitsto farmers.

Somebelievethegovernment hasa“ cheapfood
policy” wherein our government, for reasons of
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cies, an economic fact of life that often leads INS
agentstomoveontotheDrug Enforcement Agency,
the Customs Serviceand other better-paying agen-
cies. Perhapsit’ snowonder, then, asTheNew York
Times reported, the law enforcement arm of the
New York INS officeis operating at roughly half-
strength. Whereasmany as150agentsworkedthere
inyearspast, just 80federal agentsarenow respon-
siblenot only for themoreroutine crimes of immi-
grant smuggling and document fraud, but also for
new and urgent terrorism-related duties. “ Much of
their work,” the newspaper wrote, “remains un-
done.”

And will remain undone for the foreseeable fu-
ture, despitelawmakers’ effortstodate. Theborder-
security bill promisesto plug some of the holesin
our borders, but implementation takestime— for
example, more than ayear, say INS officials, just
to get new agents recruited, trained and assigned.
Why solong?

It sounds like a major recruitment campaign tc
beef up the INSisin order. With our |eaders pre-
paring usnot just for thepossibility of futureattack
but for its deadly certainty, time is an antiquated
[uxury of the past. Something needsto bedonenow
to protect portslike New York.

DianaWestisacolumnistandeditorial writer for
The Washington Times. She can be contacted via
dwest@washingtontimes.com.

Biofuels no great treasure trove for farmers

national security, world dominance and political
expediency, attemptsto keep food cheap. Will our
dependence on this same food for fuel lessen or
strengthen the government’ stendency for acheap
food policy?1 think weall know theanswer to that
one.

When | hear that biofuel isgrown and manufac-
tured without taxpayer money, and is cost/value
competitivewithconventional fuel, | will agreethat
something of value has been created. Until then
biofuel isnothing morethan ahal f-devel oped uni-
versity scienceproject that, whileit doeshavesome
merit, cannot survivereal world challengesjust yet.
| fearthis, too, will provetobeonemoredead horse
sold to thefarmers of America.

Thenexttimeyoufill upwith biofuel remember
that greater than 50 percent of farmincomeisfrom
government payments. That fuel goinginyour tank
ispartly yours and my tax dollar and your getting
ready to send it out your tail pipe. Farmers need to
free themselves from the taxpayer teat and in so
doing will regain their profitability and freedom.
American taxpayersdo not need another mouth tc
feed. Biofuel will help neither the farmer nor the
taxpayer.

Kenneth J. Klemm

Goodland, Kansas

berry's world

FLIGHT SCHooL

STUPENTS WHO P05SIBLE
WANT 10 LEARN TERROR\ST
HOW To FLY SUICIVE ATTACKS
COMMER CIAL oN BUILDINGS
Jet AIRLINERS,  THAT REPRESENT
BUT ARE NOT AMERICAN
INTERESTED IN CAPITALIST AND
LEARNING HOW ML TARY
To TAKE OFF, PoWER.

OR LAND,

\/\

+

Www.comics.com ©2002 by NEA, Inc.

CONNELTING THE DOTS - IN HINDSIGHT




