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commentary
from other pens...

Wil war be averted
between old enemies?

By George Gedda

Assoclated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON — Escalating tensionsbetween I ndiaand Pakistan
recall the period in 1999 when the two countries averted a potential
nuclear cataclysm with adecisive assist from President Clinton.

During an anxi ety-ridden White House meeting on July 4 that year,
Clinton persuaded Pakistani PrimeMinister Nawaz Sharif towithdraw
his forces from the Kargil region in the disputed Indian territory of
Kashmir. Thetwo countriesdodged war then, but now againthey areat
thebrink.

According to afirst-person account by atop national security aide,
Bruce Riedel, Sharif in 1999 wanted no part of a conflict with India
But he was opposed by his military chief at the time, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

Precisely 100 daysafter that fatef ul WhiteHousemeeting, Musharraf
deposed Sharif inamilitary coup. Now president, Musharraf isat the
center of the latest flare-up over Kashmir between the two nuclear-
armedrivals.

TheBushadministrationisworried that theconflict could sodistract
Pakistanthat it will cease cooperating with U.S. anti-terrorism efforts
a ongthe Paki stan-Afghanistan border. On Pakistan'slist of priorities,
helping capture al-Qaidafighters pal es a ongside the stakesin Kash-
mir. Or so someU.S. officialsbelieve.

India accuses Pakistan of engaging in cross-border terrorism into
Kashmir and rejects Pakistan’s suggestion of dialogue. Pakistan has
carried out threetest launches— thel atest on Tuesday — of amissile
capableof carrying anuclear warhead into Indian territory.

Musharraf haswon broad U.S. support because of hisstand against
Afghan-based terrorism, but Riedel paints an unflattering portrait of
thePaki stani | eader inan essay published by the Center for theAdvanced
Study of Indiaat the University of Pennsylvania.

While Sharif was eager in 1999 for an accommodation with India,
Riedel wrote, Musharraf “ seemed to bein adifferent mold. Musharraf
wasarefugeefrom New Delhi, one of themillionssent into exile. He
was said to beahard-liner on Kashmir.”

Theborder region Kashmir, which hasan overwhelmingly Muslim
population, had aHindu maharajahwhen British Indiawaspartitioned
in1947. He opted for India, and the South Asian neighbors have been
in states of war or nearly so ever since. Kashmir is claimed by both
governments.

During the tense summer of 1999, it was clear that “the civil-mili-
tary dynamicbetween Sharif inlslamabad and M usharraf in Rawal pindi
was confused and tense,” according to Riedel.

Ashedescribedit, Clinton firmly supported Indiaduring the Kargil
crisisand made that point clear during his July 4 meeting with Sharif.

Clinton held firm. He reasoned that any concessionsto Sharif’spo-
sition would only reward Pakistani aggression in Kashmir.

Finally, Sharif backed down and agreed to accept ajoint statement,
inwhich the key clause read: ** The prime minister has agreed to take
concrete and immediate stepsfor therestoration of theLOC,” theline
of control dividing Kashmir.

That meant that Paki stan would observetheinformal border, or line
of control, that runsthrough Kashmir. Itisthepoint over whichthetwo
sidesare not supposed to cross.

Today, amilliontroopsaredeployed on both sidesof theline. Gideon
Rose, of the Council on Foreign Relations, isnot so sure catastrophe
can be avoided, asit wasin 1999, despite urgent appeals from diplo-
matic peacemakersto Musharraf and Indian PrimeMinister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
TheAssociated Press since 1968.
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U.S. INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES WAITING

FOR THE LI\GHTS TO COME ON

Trips remind me why | like living here

Every timel leavetown, I mreminded of why |
likeliving here so much.

| droveto Chapmanrecently, about 50 milespast
Saling, to cover the regional high school track
meet. | drove straight through almost to Salina,
where| stopped for lunch.

| exited I-70, and got in the left turning lane to
hitafast-foodjoint | don't gettoeat atin Goodland.
I’m about to turn and acar pullsup next to meon
theleft, hanging off theroad, blocking my turn.

| wait for thecar toturn, but by thistimeanother
car haspulled behindit, al so hanging off theroad,
andit blocksme. | check themirror, and thereisa
stream of cars, just waiting to cut me off.

Fine. I'll just turn to the right. No can do. An-
otherlonglineof cars. | inchforward abit, andtry
tomakemy way intotheline.

A get arudegestureandalot of pick-uptruckin
my path.

Finally acar intheline hanging off the road to
the left lets me by, and I'm on my way. As|’'m
waiting to crosstraffic to my restaurant, | seethe
car drive by and thedriver wave. | glanced at the
tags, and was more surprised than | should have
been. | saw theinitials SH, for Sherman County.

City meetings

Part of my beat hereat theDaily Newsiscover-
ing city government activities, including thecom-
missioners meetings, and!’ venoticedatrend!’m
not too fond of .
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Theaudienceat themeetingsisn't usually more
than ahandful of regulars, but everyoneonceina
while, thereisasizable crowd of peoplewho are
interested in just one item on the commission’'s
agenda. They show up, sitthroughwhat they want
to see, or havetheir say, then leave.

Atthelast meeting, abunch of peopleinterested
inbuilding uptheeconomy of thetown showed up
at the meeting to talk to the commissioners, and to
“open aline of communication,” as one member
of thegroup put it.

Thisisall fine, morethanfine, actually. If wecan
attract morebusinesseshere, everyonewill benefit.
What surprised mewasthat whentheseconcerned
citizenshad their say, and heard what thecommis-
sionershadto say in return, most of them stood up
and went about their regular business.

These are people who say they care about our
town and want to improveit, yet they won't stick
through awhole meeting.

The commissioners are elected officials who
haveagreatimpact onour lives. They canset taxes

and utility fees, passordinanceswhichtell ushow
to park and separate our trash, equip our parks, and
buy equipment to work on our streets.

Everyone who lives within the city limitsis &f-
fected by what they do. If someone truly wantsto
improve our town, the city commission, aswell as
the county commission and school board, issome-
thing to pay attention to.

Oneof themost interesting partsof the meetings
istowards the end when the commissioners give
their reports.

Thisisagood chance to see what our officials
careabout, how well they get alongwitheach other,
and sometimeshow well they understand thei ssues
and pay attention. But almost no onesticksaround
to the end to hear them.

We vote these people into office, they spend &
good part of their free time trying to work for our
benefit, and hardly anyone bothersto attend.

| hear people griping all the time about how the
commissionsaren’t doingtheir jobsand don’t care
about therest of us, but rarely do | see those same
people show up and voicetheir concerns.

Show up. Sound off. Let yourself be heard. The
commissioners care about our town, and want to
hear what we haveto say, or they wouldn'tbeinthe
jobinthefirst place.

Anddon’tjust show upfor thejuicy stuff. Every-
thing these folks do affects every one of us, every

day.

Immigration has lots of work to do

“We can do abetter job of making our borders
more secure,” President Bush said last week be-
foresigninglegidationdesignedtodoexactly that.
“Wemust know who'scomingintoour country and
why they’ recoming. Wemust know what our visi-
torsaredoingandwhenthey leave,” hecontinued,
adding, “It's knowledge necessary to make our
homeland more secure.”

Easier saidthandone?Youbet. For al thespiffy,
new immigration guidelines provided by the En-
hanced Border Security and Visa Entry Reform
Bill (intensifyingimmigration checksat American
ports-of-entry; creating an easy-accessdatabase of
known terrorists; strengthening the student visa
program; and hiring 400 new INSinspectorsand
investigators) the same old problem remains: an
understaffed and under-trained immigration
agency overwhelmed by the magnitude of itsdu-
ties.

Take the New York office of the United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service. Bush
may havejust signed agrandly titled and — with
a$3.2billionbudget— grandly pricedbill intolaw,
but the fact remains that today, on the ground, at
our flagship port of entry, it’ suptojust 14 federal
immigration agents, assisted by seven New York
City police detectives and two state troopers un-
familiar withimmigrationlaw, tofind and deport
the roughly 1,200 illegal immigrants from Al
Qaeda-active countries now thought to bein the
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New York vicinity. Anevensmaller federal squad,
amereseven agents, i ssupposedto bemaking sure
that noillegal immigrants from Arab or Muslim
nationsholdany of theseveral thousand potentialy
sensitivejobsat local airportsand nuclear plants.
Cross your fingers and hope none of these guys
catchesacold.

Meanwhile, noonefromtheNew York officehas
hadtimeeventobeginwhatthelNScallsanational
priority — tracking down student-visa violators
from Muslim and Arab nations.

“They just have nowhere near enough people,”
said JamesK. Kallstrom, aformer assistant direc-
tor of the FBI and a security adviser to New York
Gov. GeorgeE. Pataki, TotheNew York Timesin
arecentarticle.” They needageometricincrease.”

Why the thin, thin, thin blueline? Low morale
andequally low pay, say agentsandunionofficials.
Topping out at $49,959 ayear, rank-and-file spe-
cial agents make nearly $10,000 |ess than their
counterparts at other federal law enforcement
agencies, an economic fact of lifethat often|eads
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INS agents to move on to the Drug Enforcement
Agency, the Customs Serviceand other better-pay-
ing agencies. Perhapsit’s no wonder, then, as The
New York Timesreported, thelaw enforcement arm
of theNew York INSofficeisoperating at roughly
half-strength. Whereasmany as 150 agentsworked
therein years past, just 80 federal agents are now
responsiblenot only for themoreroutinecrimesof
immigrant smugglingand document fraud, but al so
for new and urgentterrorism-related duties. “ Much
of their work,” the newspaper wrote, “remainsun-
done.”

And will remain undone for the foreseeable fu-
ture, despitelawmakers' effortstodate. Theborder-
security bill promisesto plug some of the holesin
our borders, but implementation takestime— for
example, more than ayear, say INS officials, just
to get new agentsrecruited, trained and assigned.
Why so long? It sounds like a major recruitment
campaign to beef up the INSisin order. With our
leaders preparing us not just for the possibility of
futureattack but for itsdeadly certainty, timeisan
antiquated luxury of the past. Something needsto
be done now to protect portslike New York.

DianaWestisacolumnistandeditorial writer for
The Washington Times. She can be contacted via
dwest@washi ngtonti mes.com.
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