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Saints and sinners: Practicing what one preaches

He'skind of the Edgar Guest of the pulpit,
mixing whimsy with homespun wisdom.

Now nearing 80, Rev. Robert B. St. Clairisa
retired United Methodist clergyman who car-
rieson hisministry today by mail. Hismonthly
newsl etter, with amailing list of about 100, is
calledtheFiresideChat. A widower, helivesin
a cottage on the Methodist Camp Groundsin
Lancaster, Ohio.

Hehasjust completed his“ Devotions Book
2,” (Lancaster, 1998), acollection of hisFire-
side Chats through the years. Sprinkled
throughout the 100 pagesis St. Clair’ sbrand of
gentle humor, much of it directed at hislargely
elderly following.

“Youknow youaregetting older,” hesaysin
the paperback volume, “when you get winded
playing checkers ... when you sink your teeth
inathick steak and they stay there... whenyou
pray for agood prune-juice harvest ... when

everything hurtsand what doesn’t hurt doesn’t
work ... when you feel like the morning-after
and you haven't been anywhere ... when you
look forward to adull evening.”

| firstheard St. Clair preach several yearsago
at the large open-air tabernacle on the camp-
groundswhere the great evangelist Billy Sun-
day once preached.

He had had a serious heart operation afew
years before, which caused him to curtail his
preaching. Though he had no intention of
preaching on the Sunday | visited the camp-
grounds, the scheduled speaker had to cancel
his appearance at the last minute. It was not
without sometrepidationthat St. Clair stepped
into the vacant pulpit.

“If I shouldgosilentinthemiddleof my ser-
mon,” hetold thecongregation, “pray for me.”
| think weall prayed for him at that moment.

Histextwasfromthefirst chapter of thebook
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of James. That makesagood text for ahot sum-
mer Sunday since the congregation does not
have to follow a complicated line of thought.
Each verse has its own independent piece of
advice. Miss one admonition, you can pick up
onthenext.

St. Clair had alot to say about verse 19: “L et
every man beswift to hear, slow to speak, slow
towrath.”

Hesaid, " TheL ord hasgivenustwoearsand
one tongue. Therefore we should listen twice
asmuch aswespeak. ... If you giveeveryonea

piece of your mind, youwon’'t have any peace
of mind for yourself. ... Be careful of your
tongue. It'sin awet place and it's easy to dlip.
... We'veall beento ‘organ recitals wherethe
dlick insist ontelling us about the state of their
liver, their kidneys and their heart. Neverthe-
less, weought to listen to the sick. Silent com-
pany is often more healing than words of ad-
vice."

| expected to find St. Clair greeting hiscon-
gregationat thetabernacledoor at theend of the
service, but hewasnowheretobeseen. | finally
found himinthediningroomdownthehill. He
was pouring lemonadein the cafeteriaserving
line— not exactly where you would expect to
find the minister after church.

But St. Clair isn't exactly what you would
expect to find in aminister. During the school
year hevolunteersasateacher’ saideat anearby
elementary school and takesdaily walksat the

mall, where he strikes up conversations with
shoppers.

Theweek before, hesaid, “1 took oneyoung
man to get a haircut and bought another apair
of tennis shoes. | needed apair for myself anc
thediscount storewhere | go had asale— buy
one pair and get another for $1.”

Areyou ready for some more of St. Clair’s
homely philosophy? Samplethese:

“Doyou know that old folksareworth afor-
tune?They havesilverintheir hair, goldintheir
teeth, stonesin their kidneys, lead in their feet
and gasintheir stomachs.”

“| liketo seeaplayer score or make acatch,
thenkeel briefly with hisfinger pointedtoward
God.”

“K eeping avegetablegardenisworthamedi-
cinecabinet full of pills.”

“1f people say unkind things about you, live
so that no onewill believethem.”

Demand higher, but access more dithicult for airport chapels after attacks

By Paul Singer
Associated Press Writer

CLEVELAND —HansHolthausen
stepped into the amber light and quiet
of thechapel at Cleveland HopkinsIn-
ternational Airport, taking a moment
for peaceful reflection before flying
back hometo Munich, Germany.

“When | am in abusy city, with all
the thingsgoing on, itisnicetofind a
place to calm down and gather your
ideas,” hesaid.

According to the Rev. John
Jamnicky, coordinator of ministry to
travelers for the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, airport chapels re-
ceive thousands of people each day
who, likeHolthausen, stopinfor avisit
beforetraveling. Their rankshavebeen
swellingsinceSept. 11, Jamnicky says.

Another effect of the attacks — in-
creased security — hasmadeit harder
for peoplein many citiesto reach the
chapel, whether it'sin apublic areaof
theairport or beyond asecurity check-
point.

There are 35 airport chapelsin the
United States and another 100 or so
scattered around the world, Jamnicky
said. Many began as gathering places
for Roman Catholictravelersor airport
workersbut are now open to peopl e of
all faiths.

“Many peopl efeel theneedfor some
strength to deal with the fears and
threats,” Jamnicky said.

As at Hopkins, the chapel at
HartsfieldAtlantal nternational Airport
is outside the security area, which the
chaplainthere saysmakesit harder for

passengersto visit.

“People have atendency to want to
get through security and at that point
they havealot of terminal timeon the
other side of the security gates,” said
Rev. Chester Cook, a Methodist min-
ister.

Cookistalkingwithairportofficials
about the possihility of including an-
other chapel intheexpansion plansfor
Atlanta’s international terminal. He
and other airport clergy acknowledge
that airport spaceispremium property
forretail or other for-profitactivity,and
airportsmay bereluctant to give addi-
tional spaceto nonprofit chapels.

Evenif they did, Jamnicky said, few
churches have the resources to staff a
second location. Many airport chapels
have only part-time staff or clergy of

variousfaithson call.

AtHopkins, therehavebeenrequests
tomovethechapel — from passengers
who say they’ reanxiousto get through
security, thenfindthemsel vesunableto
usethe chapel.

Airport Commissioner Fred Szabo
said Hopkins will re-evaluate what to
do when the Catholic church’sdollar-
a-year lease expires on the space.

“1t’samatter of wherethereal estate
exists,” hesaid. " Thereismoreunused
spacepre-security than post-security.”

TheRev. Michael G. Zaniolo, direc-
tor of thechapelsat Chicago’'sO’ Hare
and Midway airports, said the new se-
curity procedures have created prob-
lems for both passengers and airport
visitors.

Zaniolo, aCatholic priest, said that

it makesthemost sensefor the O’ Hare
chapel tobeavailabletothemany pas-
sengers moving from gate to gate but
“because we are on the land side (or
public side) at O’ Hareit is more con-
venientfor peoplewhodon’'thavetogo
through security — people from the
neighborhood and peoplewhodrop off
passengers.”

At Midway, thechapel isonthegate
side of security.

“Because Midway isright in the
middleof aneighborhood, al ot of those
peopleusethechapel. They wouldlove
to have the chapel on the land side”
becausethey cannolonger get through
security without aticket, Zaniolo said.

The Rev. Jack Fitzgerald, who runs
the chapel at the Pittsburgh Interna-
tional Airport, said attendance hasin-

creased since Sept. 11 but the growth
has been limited because his chapel
alsoisinsidethe securearea.

“1f wehadthepeoplewhowerecom-
ing into pick up and drop off passen-
gers, attendance would be up by afac-
tor of two or three,” he said.

Thosewho usethechapels, wherever
they’relocated, appreciate them.

EdWilkins, wholivesinLorainjust
west of Cleveland, has stopped by the
Hopkinschapel regularly for 20 years.

“When | am picking up apassenger,
| comealittleearly, andintheidletime
| usually stop in,” Wilkins said. “Or
when | depart— especially when | de-
part — | want to say aprayer.”
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of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street ® Burlington, CO ® (970) 664-2470
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104 E. Hwy 24 * 899-6423
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