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commentary

from other pens...

Gambling issue
not one to rush into

TheTopeka Capital Journal on slot machines:

You can consider something for years, then rushintoit.

That'snearly what the Kansas L egislature did thisyear with regard
to proposalsto alow casino-style gambling at the state’s pari-mutuel
tracks.

Theissue hasbeen around for years. But after aquiet few monthsat
the Legislature, the proposal suddenly surfaced in the waning days of
thelegislative session...

Thankfully, after narrowly being passed by theHouse, thebill stalled
in aSenate committee.

Itjustdidn’tfeel right. It didn't feel asif it wastime...

You also havetowonder how smartitisfor thestateto stay out of the
gamewhen everyoneelseat thetable...isrollingindough. It getsvery
tempting.

Gambling proponentswould alsotakeissuewith the contention that
passing the bill would have been rushingintoiit...

Consider, too, thefact that thebill, at one point, included provisions
for slot machines at an undetermined non-race-track site...

Yes, theslotswouldn’t goinunlesslocal votersagreed. But havethe
prosand consof suchamovereally beenthoroughly debated?No. Most
folksareonly privy to the benefits of expanded gambling...

You can bet that the slots proposal will be back. The state expectsto
be short of funds next year, too...

Thebottomlineisthat legisl atorsshould bemoreprepared next year,
and should take the public along with them...

After so many years, we need not rush into this.

ThelolaRegister on gubernatorial campaign:

Bob Knight, whoisrunning for the Republican nomination for gov-
ernor, picked Kent Glasscock to be hisrunning mate...

Tim Shallenburger greeted the news by declaring that Knight “ has
effectively defined himself to be atax-and-spend liberal.” ...

Shallenburger’sinstant attack shouldtel | theRepublicanswho el ected
and re-elected Bill Gravesgovernor all they need to know about their
party’s candidatesthusfar into the campaign.

Shallenburger representstheanti-tax, anti-government David Miller
wing of the party...

Knight and Glasscock are pro-education progressives who, if they
areelected, will try to pull Kansasout of theholeitisinandtakeit for-
ward...

Knight said hewouldn’t rule out the need for another tax hike next
year, but wanted to watch Kansas economic trends for the next six
months before deciding...

Sinceitisunlikely that Sen. (Dave) Kerr would winamajority ina
three-way race, his candidacy could quite possibly tip the contest to
Shallenburger...

Whoever becomes governor next year will need aL egislature dedi-
cated to supporting K ansas school sfrom kindergarten through gradu-
ate school...

But if thesameanti-tax, anti-education Republicansand Democrats
aresent back to Topekaafter theNov. 5 el ections, the 2003 sessionwil|
be even more damaging than the one the state just endured...

Kansaswill not thriveuntil those naysayersarereplaced by menand
women with abrighter vision for the state’ sfuture.

Letter Policy
The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel comes letters from
readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include atel ephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste.
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T aM HeRe iN FloeriD2
To TeLLYou, iN No
UNCERTaIN TeRMS...

THaT UNTIL THeRe 4RrRe oraN, |
FREE aND FaiR ELeCTioNS,
THeRe WiLL Be No TRape!

If youhaveaspousewhojogsandyoudon't, this
canbeavery dangerousdevel opmentinarel ation-
ship. I’ vefoundthat,ingeneral, any typeof fitness
programis not an end unto itself, but is prepara-
tory for some other activity inthefuture; in some
cases, the Olympics, but in most cases, old age.
Now the problem comes out of the two basic in-
stinctshuman beings have when confronted with
danger: fight or flight. A personwill either stay and
try to resolvethe problem through confrontation,
orwill runaway and avoidit altogether. If you' ve
got awifewhojogs, her natural reactionwill beto
headfor thehills.Andsinceyou’ reacouch potato,
youwon't beableto catch her and bring her back.
Andevenworsg, if you haveawifewho jogsand
alsotakes Tae Kwan Do, evenif you could catch
her, shemay have an unpleasant surprisefor you.
The best solution is to communicate with each
other long beforeit getsto an escalated stage. In
my opinion, whenever onepersoninarelationship
makes a concerted effort at self-improvement,
that’sasuresign of trouble.

NEW VERSUSUSED

My friend and | were having a discussion that
has plagued mankind sincethe beginning of time
— whether it’s better to buy “new” or “used.”
“New” isexpensive and untried, but “used” car-
riestherisk of inheritingsomeonee se'sproblems.
If it wasworking, why arethey getting rid of it?|
couldn’t help but wonder if this same quandary
appliesto starting up arelationship. Areyou bet-
ter togo“ new,” someonewho’snever had arela-
tionship before?Or “used,” someonewho’sbeen
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around the block atime or two?With “new” you
avoidthecomparisonfactor—you' retheonly man
she'sever beenwith. With* used” shehaslowered
expectations; all you haveto beislessdisappoint-
ingthanthelast guy. Evenif you do prefer “ new,”
maybeyoudon’t havethenecessary qualifications
(age, looks, money) to qualify as a customer, so
you'relooking at “ used” by definition. | say make
thebest of it. Many peoplebenefit fromexperience,
and acouplewho have been through unsuccessful
relationships will truly welcome one that works.
But you both have to be sensitive. Don’t think of
each other as“used” — go with “previously en-
joyed.”
TIMETABLE FORTROUBLE

An evening of insensitivity:

5:30 p.m. - Your wife arrives home and is sur-
prised that you’ re not there.

5:45p.m.-Yourwifecalsarestaurant and makes
areservation for thetwo of you.

6:00 p.m. - Youdon't call.

6:01tothe present - Youdon't call.

7:00 p.m. - Your wifecallsyour officeand your
cell phone. No answer.

8:00 p.m. - Your wife calls the police to seeif

Memories of the dust

With thewind and dirt blowing around | am re-
minded of thestories| heardfromfamily about the
“Dirty Thirties.” The people who endured were
ableto get along with what they had. Thefollow-
ing recipesarefrom“Volumell Storiesand Reci-
pesof theGreat Depression of the1930's” by Rita
Van Amber, “and Low-Fat Pantry Cooking” by
Janet Van Amber Paske.

Pork Hock Pea Soup

Thisrecipeisof German origin. Country style
ribs can be used in place of the hocks. Beans ei-
ther pinto or navy may besubstituted for thedried
peas.

Soak 1 pound dried peasin cold water . Brown
pork hocks or ribs with three medium onions
chopped. (2 pounds of meat is about right.) Add:
Three quarts of water and the peas, season. 3 me-
dium potatoesand parsley. 1 cup chopped celery.

Cook about two hours.

Chicken Foot Soup

Thisisasavory and hearty soup made out of
scalded and scrubbed chicken feet. The meal was
ahand-me-down from the pioneers who used up
everything.

The more chicken feet you add to the pot, the
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tastier the broth. Simmer for several hoursgently
adding salt and pepper and atiny bit of any of the
following spices: Sage, saffron, parsley, paprika,
tarragon, or dried dill weed. Add dumplings and
cook for another 15 minutes.
Bread Pudding

Bread was home made and with no wax paper
or plasticbags, |eftoverswerestoredwrappedina
fresh dishtowel. Bread had atendency to dry out.

Slightly beat 2 eggs. Add 2 1/2 cupsof milk, 1/2
cup brown sugar, 1 teaspooonvanillaand 1/4 tea-
spoonsalt, and 1teaspoon cinnamon. Stirin5glices
of bread cut in 1 inch cubes. Add 1/3 cup raisins
and adash of nutmeg. Bake at 350 degreesfor 50
minutes. Test for doneness. Servewith cream.

Brown Sugar Pudding
Can be made with white sugar and raisins can
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you' vebeen arrested. Shegivesthemavery unflat-
tering description of you. They suggest she check
the zoo.

9:00 p.m. - Your wife callsthe hospital to seeif
you’ ve been admitted. They say no. Shetellsthem
to expect you later.

11:00p.m. - Your wifegoesto bed, after stacking
furniture against theinside of the bedroom door.

11:30p.m. - Youarrivehomeandcall toyour wife
through the barricaded bedroom door.

11:31p.m. - Shecallsback “ Goodnight” and, with
ahint of sarcasm, adds* Happy Anniversary.”

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER

Peoplewhoimprovethingscan bevery difficult
tolivewith. That'sbecause whenever they look at
anything, they mainly see what needs to be done.
And they havethe energy to doit. Sothey’ Il weec
the garden or paint the house or recover the furni-
ture. They make great business partners, because
they constantly increasetheval ueof theasset. They
makedifficult personal partnersbecauseyoueven-
tually fall victim to the same scrutiny.

Quoteof theDay: “Thebirthrateisagreat indi-
cator. It tellsyou if people are optimistic or pessi-
mistic about the future. It also tellsyou if they’re
goingtobedtired.” - Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSandin
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars. ALoveSory.” Watchfor thefeaturefilmRed
Green's” Duct TapeForever” atatheater near you.

bowl

also be added.

Combine: 1cupbrownsugar,2/3cupmilk, 2tea-
spoon baking powder, chunk of butter, 1 1/2 cup
flour, vanilla.

Put into baking pan and add thefollowing sauce
before baking.

Sauce: 1 cupsugar, 1 cup hot water, and chunk of
butter.

Stir and pour over pudding. Bakeat 350 degrees
until done.

ChokeCherry Drink

Put one cup washed whole choke cherries intc
sterilequartjar.Add 1 cupsugar, fill towithinahal f
inch with boiling water and seal.

Thisisanopenkettlecanning recipe. Follow this
with water bath canning procedures.

Flavored Strawberries

1 pint strawberries, hulled and halved.

1 tablespoon sugar

1 1/2 teaspoon bal samic vinegar.

Combine ingredients; let stand 20 minutes to
bring out flavor of berries. 2 servings.

Thisbook isavailable from Knott Just Books or
can be ordered directly from Van Amber Publish-
ers, 862 E. Cecil Sreet, Neenah, WI 54956
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