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Board, teachers reach agreement on contract

NEGOTIATIONS, from Page 1

room from 172 to 171 for one year.
Mary Porterfield, head of the teacher
team, said eliminating the day would
belikegiving teachersa$150 to $220
raise.

Russell said that would put the dis-
trictinthepositionof havingtobuy the
day back next year. Porterfield saidthat

would be fair, because removing the
day would be part of the teachers’
raiseswhileputtingit back innextyear
would be like cutting pay.

The two sides settled on the board
team'’s proposal for a $450 raise and
permanent removal of the classroom
day.

Teacherswill actually beintheclass-
room just as many days next year as

Members of the Goodland City
Commission will meet with the
Sherman County commissionersat
9am. Friday to discussapotential
water contamination problem and
alternativesfor protecting the pub-
licwater wells.

A recent letter from the Kansas
Department of Healthand Environ-
ment al erted the county to a poten-
tial problem where underground
water contaminationattheoldcity/
county landfill may bemovingwest
toward the city’s public water well
11.The state letter suggested the
county notify the city about the
problem and asked the county to
submit a plan to protect the city
water well by June.

City Manager Ron Pickmantold
thecity commissionershehadtaken
stepstoreducethe pumping of well
11totry toreducethemovement of
the underground contamination
closer tothewell.

Monitoringwellsonthewest side
of the old city/county landfill
showed an increase in Tetra-

City, county to discuss
water well protection

chloroethelene(TCE) betweentests
in2000and 2001. Normally thecon-
tamination has been moving in a
southeasterly direction, but state
officials believe the dry conditions
and the pumping of the nearby city
water well is drawing the contami-
nation to the west.

Thecity and county will belook-
ing at recommendations to further
prevent thecontamination of thecity
water wells.

Curt Way, county public works
director will ask thecommissioners
tohold asecond executivesessionto
discuss acquisition of property.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
will meet withthecommissionersto
discusstheresultsof thetax saleheld
May 22.

Mark Bauer, auditor from Bauer,
VonFeldt andVonFeldt of Hays, will
meet withthecommissionerstotalk
about the audit report for last year.

Thecommissionersmeet at 8a.m.
inthecommissionroomonthemain
floor of the Sherman County court-
house at 813 Broadway Ave.

Colorado wheat losses likely to be larger

DENVER (AP) — The Colorado
winter wheat crop has taken a big hit
after weeks of drought that were fol-
lowed by alatefreeze.

Colorado Agriculture Commis-
sioner Don Ament said Wednesday
that damage to the crop will be even
more severe than predictions just a

coupleweeksagothat estimatedlosses
at 550,000 acresand $79.1 million.
Thedireassessment by Ament came
ontheheelsof about of cold and rainy
weather last week that was hailed asa
small respitefor parched pasturesand
fields. But it resulted in a freeze that
damaged hay and destroyed beets.

they werethisyear becausetheerased
classroom day was never actualy in-
cluded in teacher contracts.

It'slikethis.

During negotiations, the two sides
agreedtochangethedistrict’ stechnol-
ogy requirement to makeit more ben-
eficial toall staff.

In the past, teachers had to take a
workday’s worth of classes on new

technology duringtheir freetime. The
board and teachersagreed to changeit
so the technol ogy requirement would
befulfilled all at onetime during one
of the 8.5 teacher training days set
aside each year.

The sides had agreed to add the ex-
tra day that teachers used to spend
learning new technology to the re-
quired classroomdays, but thenerased

it altogether.

Theteams also agreed to make ex-
traduties outside the classroom man-
datory, with teachers and administra-
tors both having input on what those
dutiesare; erasewritten complaintsfor
which a teacher wasn’t punished
within five years and give employees
achancetochangebeforethey’ refired
or suspended; and require teachersto

resign by May 15 and reduce the pen-
alty for alate resignation from 1 per-
centto .5 percent of ateacher’ssaary.

Even though negotiations are over,
the 2002-2003 negotiated agreement
isn'tfinal. Porterfield said all teachers
and board members still have to ap-
provethecontract, which shesaidwill
likely be done beforethe board’ s next
meeting on June 10.

|dentification of remains continues
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“continue to offer our prayer to those
familiesand friends and citizenswho
till hurt.”

Of themorethan 2,800 peopl ekilled
intheterrorist attack, remainsof 1,102
have been identified. Nearly 20,000
body parts have been recovered.

City officials said the sifting for
body partsin alandfill and theidenti-
fication processwill goonfor months.
Those human remains that cannot be
identifiedwill beretained, incasenew
technol ogy someday makesit possible.

“It’shardto remember on 9/11 with
al of thetwisted steel and concrete...,”
BloombergsaidearlieronNBC's" To-

day” show. “But thefact of the matter
isthe peoplethat survived aretheones
that wehavetogoon. Wehavetomake
sure they do not forget and that they
build for thefuture.”

Attheceremony, aflatbedtruck car-
ryingthetradecenter’slast steel beam
followed the ambulance. The beam
stood until Tuesday night, whenitwas
cut down during a ceremony for
ground zero workers.

The 30-foot column survived when
the towers collapsed into a mountain
of 1.8 million tons of rubble. For
months it was buried in debris, but it
was reveal ed as the rubble disap-
peared, still standing where it was
planted when the south tower was

built. The beam, set on the truck and
draped with a black cloth, American
flagand bouquet of flowers, wasbeing
takentoaKennedy Airport hangar for
storage.

The unprecedented cleanup effort
finished several months earlier than
originally anticipated and at afraction
of theestimated cost. Whilemany vic-
tims have been identified, the end of
the operation leaves numerous others
without their family members’ re-
mains.

Several family groups had asked
Bloombergtoscheduletoday’ sservice
onaweekend, sothat work and school
scheduleswouldnot bedisrupted. The
mayor said the city avoided theweek-

end so it would not conflict with reli-
gious observances. He also said May
30wasthetraditional datefor Memo-
rial Day.To accommodate those who
could not attend the ceremony, the
family groupshaveplanned their own
serviceat ground zero on Sunday.

What to do with the site next is un-
der discussion. Control of thesitewill
revertfromthecity tothePort Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey, which
ownstheland.

L astweek, thePort Authority andthe
L ower Manhattan Development Corp.
announced the choi ce of architectural
firm Beyer Blinder Belle asthe urban
planning consultant. A final plan is
supposed to be chosen by Dec. 1.

Israeli troops seize Palestinians in pre-dawn raid
around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

JERUSALEM — lsraeli troops
seized threePalestiniansinapre-dawn
raid today in the West Bank town of
Hebron, thelatest in aseries of incur-
sionsintendedto pre-empt Palestinian
attacks, officialssaid.

Threetanks, about 20 armored per-
sonnel carriersand some 20 jeeps en-
tered Hebron around 4 am. and left
several hours later, withesses said.
Palestinian security officials said the
three people arrested included alocal
leader of the Islamic militant group
Hamas.

Israel is carrying out almost daily
incursionsinto Palestinianareasinthe
West Bank. In most cases, the army
faceslittleor noresistance, arrestssev-

eral Palestinians and leaves shortly
afterward.

Theraidsareafollow-uptolsrael’s
maj or West Bank operationthat ended
earlier this month. However, the Pal-
estinian attacksthat prompted theear-
lier Isragli invasion areagainincreas-
ing.

Meanwhile, Europeanand U.S. dip-
lomatsweredescending ontheregion
for talks with Israeli and Palestinian
|eaders, but the prospectsfor acease-
fireand theresumption of peacenego-
tiationsremained dim.

NEW DELHI, India— Suspected
Islamic guerrillas stormed a police
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base in Kashmir, killing two officers,
and cross-border shellingkilled at | east
28 other people today amid interna-
tiona effortstoavertafull-fledgedwar
between Indiaand Pakistan.

The new violence followed aU.S.
State Department warning onWednes-
day that “irresponsible elements” in
Indiaand Pakistan could spark acon-
flict against thewishesof bothgovern-
ments.

“The climateisvery charged and a
serious conflagration could ensue if
events spiral out of control,” spokes-
man Richard Boucher said.

Diplomatic effortsto ease tensions
have been complicated by militant at-

tacks, which India says Pakistan en-
courages. Pakistan insistsit has done
all it can to stop cross-border incur-
sions by Islamic militants based in its
territory.

NATIONAL

MILWAUKEE — South African
Breweries PLC has agreed to buy
Miller Brewing Co. for $5.6 billiontc
become the world’s second-largest
brewer, Miller’'s parent company an-
nounced today.

The new company will be called
SABMiller PLC and will competein
theU.S. market with Anheuser-Busch
Cos., theworld’slargest brewer.

Thedeal isexpectedtocloseinduly,
pending regulatory approval, said
Miller parent company Philip Morris
Cos.
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