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weather

* Sunset, 8:06 p.m.
Tomorrow

* Sunrise, 5:22 a.m.

* Sunset, 8:07 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 67 degrees
+ Humidity 12 percent
+ Sky sunny Record high
+ Winds southwest 20-25 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.90 inches

and falling

* Record High 95° (1940)
* Record Low 36° (1951

Last 24 Hours*

High 93° (broken)
Low 54°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: partly cloudy, low mid 60s,
winds south 10 m.p.h. Tomorrow:
partly sunny with isolated afternoon
thunderstorms, record high 95-100,
low mid 60s, winds south 10-15
m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: partly sunny with 20 per-
cent chance of isolated afternoon
thunderstorms, record high 95-100,

low mid 50s, Monday: much cooler.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.57 bushel
Posted county price — $2.49
New Crop — $2.62
Corn — $1.92 bushel
Posted county price — $1.90
Loan deficiency pmt. — 9¢
Milo — $1.62 bushel
Soybeans — $4.42 bushel
Posted county price — $4.44
Loan deficiency payment — 43¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.10 cwt.
NuSun — $10.25 cwt.
Confection current — $16/$8 cwt.
Pinto beans — $27
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Frontier
Equity Co-op and 21st Century Bean.
These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

India claims
region stable

NEW DELHI, India— Indid's
defenseminister saidtheconfron-
tationwith Pakistan wasstabl eto-
day, but the United Statesadvised
al but essential American diplo-
mats to leave India and urged
about 60,000 Americans thereto
depart aswell.

“Thereisn’t any change on the
ground,” Defense Minister
George Fernandestold TheAsso-
ciated Press. On Thursday Paki-
stanthreatenedtoredepl oy troops
moved from the Afghan border to
thelndianfrontier. “ Thesituation
is stable,” Fernandes said in
Singapore, wherehewasmeeting
with other defense officials at a
conferenceonterrorismand secu-
rity.

Inrecommendingthedeparture
of nonessential diplomats, the
State Department said, “ Tensions
haverisento seriouslevels.”

Dry winter turns to drought spring

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

It hasbeen atough spring for Sherman County
wheat farmers.

The parched plants managed to surviveadry
winter, but are now facing an extreme drought,
said Brooke Taber, a meteorologist at the Na-
tional Weather Service here.

The county has received just 2.82 inches of
moisture so far this year, he said, down from a
normal 6.8. According to the United States
drought monitor index, hesaid, thecounty would
need six to nineinchesof rainto comeout of the
drought.

Moisture that would normally come our way
isinstead being drawntoother places, Taber said.

Areas in Oklahoma, Texas and even eastern
Kansas are getting more than their normal share
of rain, hesaid, dueto cold frontspushing a“dry
ling” towards our area. These frontsdon’t allow
enough moistureonthesurfacefor rain cloudsto
develop.

Thewhest cropisshowingtheeffectsof thelack
of rain. Stalksaren’t astall asfarmerswouldlike,
said DanaBelshe, county agricultural extension
agent, anditlookslikeunirrigatedfieldswill have
low yields.

“We missed some good early rains,” Belshe
said. “Wehavegotten alittle spot moistureinthe
past few weeks, but it's pretty bad out there.”

Thetopsoil might bealittle better off with the
recent moisture, he said, but the subsoil is still

hurting.

“Most of thesubsoil hasbeendriedout,” hesaid.
“Thewheat hassuffered becauseof it quiteabit.”

The southwest part of the county looks to be
having the toughest time, Belshe said, while the
northeast seemsto be doing alittle better.

“Itcouldbeworse,” hesaid. " Areastothesouth
of us,and maybesomein north, arehavingevena
worsetime.”

Somefarmersin surrounding areashave aban-
doned their cropsinthefield, Belshesaid, dueto
theextremedrynessand theexpectationsof alow
yield.

“Other countieshavehaditworse,” hesaid, “ but
| am sure there have probably been some (aban-
doned crops) in the county.”

Thewheat yield will probably be smaller thar
normal this year, but it istoo early to tell how
small, Belshesaid.

“It will be low,” he said. “How low | don't
know. It just depends on who got (moisture) anc
how much they got.”

Farmers will soon have to worry about more
thanjust wheat. Sunflowers, pinto and soy beans
are being planted, Belshe said, and most corniis
already intheground.

“We' ve had some moisture, and the cropsthat
are coming up seem to be doing pretty well,”
Belshe said. “What little moisture we have got-
ten has hel ped, but we sure could use more.”

See HARVEST, Page 7

Father
held over
on charge

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

After two police officers, the police
chief, alawyer, an ex-wife, ex-boss,
threefriendsand 16-year-oldtestified,
ajudge decided there was enough evi-
dencetoholdMark Thompsonover for
arraignment for intentional interfer-
encewith parental custody, afelony.

The preliminary hearing began at
1:30 p.m. and ended about 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday. The charges are the result of
Mark taking his and Tohnna
Thompson’ssons, Jaeger, Jacob, Jonah
and Job to Texasin January.

Mark and Tohnna, whowererecently
granted adivorce, have been fighting
over custody of their children for two
years. The conflict roseto anew level
whenMark took thekidsto Texaswith-
out permission.

An anonymous caller told the
Bastrop, Texas, policetherewasaman
taking one child then another out of a
travel trailer at Fisherman’sPark. The
officers who responded found Mark
with the boys.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
calledKevinBerens, Tohnna slawyer;
Officer Brandon Terry; MarieJohnson,
theformer MarieEnfield, stationman-
ager of Total Convenience Store; and
Tohnnaaswitnessesfor the state.

Perry Warren, Mark’ sappointed|aw-
yer, called Mike Widner; Jennifer
Enfield, Johnson’s 16-year-old daugh-
ter; Jaymes Caldwell; Ron Jones; Po-
lice Chief Ray Smee; and Corporal
Dave Becker.

Inher closingarguments, Selby said
there was sufficient evidence that a
crimehad been committed and that the
proper person was accused. She said
evidenceshowed Mark hadintendedto
depriveTohnnaof residential custody.

Warren concluded the evidence
clearly showed Mark and Tohnnahad
joint residential custody. Mark may
haveviolated acourt order (not totake
the children out of state), Warren said,
but that doesnot risetothelevel of a7-
person felony.

Warrenquestionedwhether thecourt
had the jurisdiction to make those or-
dersand said therewas no proof Mark
did not intend to come back to
Goodland with the boys.

Tohnna, who cried during her testi-
mony, showed obviousrelief whenshe

See THOMPSON, Page 7
City
meeting

Atameeting Monday, the Goodland
City Commission will;

« Listen to Schyler Goodwin give a
reportaboutthe grantwriting program.
The program recently hired Penny
Nemechek as its grant writer.

+ Make two appointments to the
construction and demolition debris
committee.

+ Go over a federal drug and alco-
hol testing policy.

* Hear a report from Manager Ron
Pickman aboutthe Municipal Leader-
ship Academy training class in
Goodland on June 28.

Lt

Summer is alive
in Bud and Pat
Perry’s front yard
at 804 Harrison
Ave., where
roses, irises and
columbines are
in full bloom.
Goodland is
growing more
colorful every-
day, as flowers
are opening up.
Photos by
Rachel Miscall

The Goodland
Daily News

Legislators end longest session In state history

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA —Thelongest legislative
sessioninKansashistory finally ended
today.

Legidatorshadreturnedtothe State-
housefor their adjournment ceremony
after spending 106 daysinsession. But
they found work waiting for them.

Thewrong version of abill on natu-
ral gas exploration had gone to Gov.
Bill Graveswho signed it. The House
and Senate quickly passed the correct
version with little debate and sent it to
him.

The bill would permit the use of a
process to pull natural gas out of coal
beds. Lawmakerswantedto passit be-
cause industry officials believe there
arepromising gasreservesin southeast
Kansas.

“They can’t proceed without this

bill,” said Sen. Stan Clark, R-Oakley.

But Gravesreceived and signed the
versionintroducedintheHouse, notthe
versionfinally approved by lawmakers
earlier thismonth. Theonly way tocor-
rect themistakewastopassanother bill
with the correct language.

That bill passed 33-0 in the Senate
and 99-1intheHouse.

Senate Democrats then mounted an
unsuccessful efforttooverrideGraves
veto of aprovision of the state budget
that would have prevented spending
money to reinforce the Statehouse
dome to support a statue of a Kansa
Indian.

Reinforcingthedomewould benec-
essary toadd astatueof aK ansal ndian.
The 20-foot bronze statue is “Ad
Astra,” by Salina sculptor Richard
Bergen. But the project would cost
$750,000.

“It's afrivolous waste of taxpayer
dollars,” said Senate Minority Leader
Anthony Hensley, D-Topeka. “In a
tight budget year, we need to save
money anywherewe can findit.”

SomeRepublicansnotedtheDepart-
ment of Administration hasn’t identi-
fied money for reinforcing the dome.
Otherssaw theoverrideeffort asan at-
tempt to embarrass Graves, aRepubli-
canwhohasnever had avetoreversed.

Thevotewas20-13— sevenshort of
thetwo-thirdsmajority neededtoover-
ride. Clark voted to override the veto.

“1think itwasanunnecessary gesture
of ill will toward the governor,” said
SenateMgjority Leader LanaOleen, R-
Manhattan.

The Senate’s action prevented the
House from voting, a disappointment
to some of its members. When House
members began debate the natural gas

legislation, Rep. Ted Powers, R-
Mulvane, asked, “Is this the put-the-
Injun-on-the-roof bill?" Hewastold it
wasn't.

Thesculpturewaschoseninadesign
contest sponsored by the Kansas Arts
Commission in 1988. Its name comes
from the state motto, “Ad astra per
aspera’ — “Tothe starsthrough diffi-
culties.” Areplicanow standsinthefirst
floor rotundaof the Statehouse.

A dedication of thestatueoriginally
wasset for July 4, 1990. However, op-
positionfromlegidatorsand othersand
the cost of reinforcing the dome has
prevented the statue from going up.

A 1,000-watt light bulb now adorns
thetop of the Statehouse. A 1901 plan
calledfor astatue of Ceres, theRoman
goddess of agriculture, but legislators
objected, sayingthestatedoesn’t want
to honor apagan deity.




