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Wheat harvest traditionally be-
ginsaround July 4, butit might come
alittle sooner thisyear, said Dennis
Chandler, Thomas County exten-
sion agent.

“Withthesubsoil depl eted, al ot of
these fields are going to ripen up
quickly,” he said, “which could
mean harvest would start aweek or
two earlier.”

ThomasCounty’swheat cropisin

Wheat harvest might come early

about the same condition as Sherman
County’s, Chandler said.

Throughout thestate, wheat israted
as 18 percent very poor, 23 percent
poor, 33 percent fair, 24 percent good,
and 2 percent excellent, the Kansas
Agricultural Statistics Service re-
ported thisweek.

A littlerespite might be onthe way,
though. Taber says the county has a
good chance of getting somerain this
weekend.

“1t looks like there will be a more

activeweather patternthisweekend
to early next week,” Taber said.
“1’m not sure how much moisture
will come, it'stoo early totell, but
any bit will help.”

Even if the coming cloudsdon’t
bring much rain, he said, the cloud
cover will help stopthewater inthe
soil from evaporating.

“1 hope rain starts coming on a
normal basis,” Taber said. “Other-
wisewe might have to go do some
rain dances.”

Lawyer questions where mother lived
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heard the judge’sdecision.

While cross-examining Tohnna,
Warren asked where she lived when
shefiledher crosspetitionafter Mark’s
filing for divorce in January of 2001.
Tohnnasaid shelivedinBurlingtonbut
did not claim colorado residence.

Warren guestioned Tohnna about
signing a statement saying she had
been aresident of Kansasfor 60 days
prior to filing the cross petition. She
said she did not understand all of the
paper work but had just signed where
her lawyer told her to.

Warrensaidif thestateof Kansasdid
not have jurisdiction, the orders the
stateisrelying onwereinvalid. Judge
Burr said he would not rule on that at
thistimebut that M ark had not obj ected
when those orderswere entered.

Warren asked Tohnna whether she
had any personal knowledgethat Mark
did not intend to come back. She said
shehad only her “mother’sintuition.”

Heaskedif sheknew whether Mark
had his utilities shut off, and Tohnna
said shedidn’t know about thegashill
or the water but that a city employee
told her Mark’s electricity had been
shut of f becausehedid not pay thebill.

Thefirst withessWarren called was
Widner, whotestified Mark had asked
toborrow acamper fromhimbeforehe
leftin January. Widner said Mark told
him he wanted to take the boys on a
camping trip and had picked up the
camper on Friday, Jan. 11, and wasto
return it the following Friday.

Widner said he went to Bastrop,

Texas, paid afeeto get the camper out
of impound, andtowed it back himself.
Jones testified he had several con-
versations with Mark about his
children’s custody. Jones said Mark
hadtoldhimhedidn’tthink thecustody
evaluation was fair because his evi-
dencewasn’tinit, only Tohnna' swas.

Jones said Mark asked to borrow a
trailer fromhimto storesomestuff and
talked about loading the boys up and
taking off. Jones also said Mark had
talked about going to see somepeople
in Houston who would help him get
custody of the boys.

Johnson said Mark, who worked at
Total, had called her while hewasin
Texas. She said she wasn’t home and
hetalkedtoher daughter, but shetalked
to him herself acouple of times|ater.

Johnson said Mark told her he had
takentheboysandwasn’t coming back
and he wanted to request a transfer
from the Total corporation so she
wouldn’t know where hewas.

Warren asked her why the state-
mentsshemadeincourtwerenotinher
statementsto police. Johnson said she
couldn’t remember what daysthecon-
versations with Mark took place and
couldn’t remember how many state-
ments she madeto police.

Johnson said she had sent Mark’s
check to a post office box as he had
asked her to do, but it was sent back
after it had not been picked up.

Onredirect, Selby asked Johnsonto
read aportion of oneof her statements
to the police. The statement Johnson
made to the police said Mark told her
he needed his check to get a place to

live, and hetold Johnson “since there
was no court order in Kansas, they
could not make him come back.”

Enfield said she had talked to Mark
when he called to talk to her mother.
Shesaid hetold her hehad hiskids, had
|eft the state and wasn't going to let
anyonetake hiskids.

Berenssaid Tohnnacalled himwhen
the boys were not returned to her on
time. Berenssaid headvised hertocall
thesheriff’ sdepartment and report the
boysmissing.

Brandon Terry said he was sent to
Tohnna's house after shereported the
boysmissing, and sheshowed himthe
custody papersthat showed sheshould
havethe boys.

HewenttoMark’shouse, Terry said,
and the house was dark and Mark’s
suburbanwasgone. Hethenbeganin-
vestigatingMark for custodial interfer-
ence, Terry said.

Becker testified that hehad assisted
the investigation and took statements
from Tohnnaand from Johnson.

Caldwell said he had been friends
withMark for several yearsandthat the
policehad calledtoaskif heknew any-
thing about the kidnapping or his pay
check. Caldwell said he didn’t know
anything.

“1 read in the newspaper about the
charges,” hesaid.

Director honored by group

Man believes knowledge key to success in funeral industry

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

DaneScherling, funeral director for
KoonsFuneral Homein Goodlandand
Sharon Springs, believes keeping in
touchwithstateandfederal legislators
and knowing what laws are being
passed hel pshim better servefamilies
here.

That belief has led Scherling, who
ownsthreefuneral homesin Colorado
with hiswifeMicki, to benamed“ Fu-
neral Director of theYear” by theK an-
sasFuneral Directorsand Embalmers
Association.

Scherling, president of theassocia-
tionlast year, wasgiventhetitleat the
association’ sannual conventionearlier
thismonthin Salina.

It’squitean honor, considering heis
oneof 785licensedfuneral directorsin
Kansas and one of 707 licensed em-
balmers.

Scherlingsaidtheawardistiedtohis
involvementintheassociation, and, if
nothing else, shows that the funeral
home wants to give families the best
service possible.

“It ought to reflect that we have a
greater knowledgeof our industry asa
whole,” hesaid, “and areup-to-dateon
state and national issues.”

When someone walks into Koons,
Scherlingsaid, “they canexpect Linda
(Koons) and | to know as much about
thisbusinessaspossible.”

Hesaid hebecamemoreinvolvedin
the association about 8 years ago be-
causehewantedtolearn how stateand
federal lawscan affect funeral homes.

“I’'veawayssaid it’simportant be-
causeit getsyou out of thelittleniche
you' reinand getsyouto know what’s
going on at the state and national
level,” Scherling said.

He said he was first elected to the
association’s board of directors and
worked hisway up the ladder until he

waselected presi-
dent last year.
Scherling said he
will serve on the
board for another
year aspast presi-
dent and then will
go off.

Being president
is a demanding
job, he said, be-
cause it requires
youtotravel to conferences, meetings
and seminarsall over the country.

“l wasgoneat |east 65 daysthispast
year,” hesaid, noting that hiswifeand
two children, lan, ajunior in high
school, and Ren, seventh grade, trav-
eled with him much of thetime.

Scherling, a Smith County native,
said hedoesn’t haveaclear cut answer
for why he got into the funeral home
business.

He said he attended Kansas State
University and earned adegreeincon-
struction from Garden City Commu-
nity College, whereheplayedfootball,
in 1982.

When hegot out of college, hesaid,
high interest rates were stopping

D. Scherling

people from building houses, and he
realized he needed a way to make
money.

Scherling said he had recently mar-
riedMicki andshewasalittlesurprisec
when he told her he was planning tc
attend mortuary school.

“Shedidn’t quiteknow how toreac
tothat,” hesaid, “for obviousreasons.”
But it turned out good in the end.

Scherling said he earned ar
associate’ sdegreeinmortuary science
fromKansasCity Community College
andwasco-owner of SimmonsM ortu-
ary in Smith Center and Kensingtor
with hiswife until 1998.

Scherling is how an embalmer anc
funeral director for Koons and own:s
funeral homes in Burlington, Chey-
enneWellsand Limon.

What keeps him in the business?

“Thepeopleandthefamiliesthat we
workwith,” hesaid. “Wehelpthemge
throughthat difficulttimeintheirlife.”

Scherling said hisjob hasgotten|es:
stressful ashe’sgotten older.

“Intime,” hesaid, “youlearnhow tc
communicate better withfamiliesanc
better understand what they’ re going
through.”
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Saturday, June 1 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Register for a free night’s stay for 2.
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

Impact
RAuto Glass

Greg & Kathy Cochrane
 Auto Glass Replacement
* Chip Repair
* In-Shop or Mobile Service

612 Main « Sharon Springs, KS
(785) 852-4661

Goodland Daily News

1205 Main
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Check our On-Line Ste
at nwkansas.com

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. 5

(£ fones £ Compang
Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Probessional

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Please call early to get your name
on the list for spring cleaning.

Chris & Beth Lewon “2e do windows”
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Call 1-888-811-FIRM
or stop by or one

of our 3locations: 190 W. 6th

Colby~462-5791 Goodland~899-7141

Real Estate « Divorce ¢ Probate « Child Custory/Support
Trusts ¢ Estate Planning ¢ Bankruptcy ¢ Bus. Org.
Criminal Defense « General Litigation

~ SERVING NORTHWEST KANSAS ~

R. DEAN

.%Mel, pA

-ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS AT LAW -

Sharon Springs

114 W. 12th 308 N. Main, 852-4095

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

785-899-3060 « Home: 785-899-9270
114 W. 12th » Goodland, KS

REALTOR’®

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309
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CLEAR CHOICE, LLC

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

MOBILE AUTOGLASS

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT
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531 W. 17th « Goodland, KS

785-899-7554

Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #
: 785-899-6916 Cell #
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Buffalo Inn Restaurant 1
& Convention Center |

Open daily

Breakfast ® Lunch ¢ Dinner

Parties from 20 to 200 I

SENIOR DISCOUNT 1
WITH AD l

830 W. Hwy 24, Goodland e 785-899-5057

SHELTER

INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME « CAR -

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

'® WWw.shelterinsurance.com
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Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

/% nwkansas.com

Your local Internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as

YOUR

ad could be here!

Call Bill or Eric at 899-2338
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