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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:10 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:20 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:11 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 66 degrees
« Humidity 45 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds south 18 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.01 inches

and falling

* Record High 100° (1969)
* Record Low 36° (1998)

Last 24 Hours*

High 73°
Low 57°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low lower
60s, south 10-15 m.p.h. Tomorrow:
mostly sunny, high upper 90s, low
mid 60s, south 15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: mostly sunny, high 100-
105, low mid 60s. Sunday: partly
cloudy with chance of showers and
thunderstorms during the night, high
upper 80s. Monday: mostly clear with

chance of showers, high near 80.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Governor to cut budget, keep statue

By John Hanna

Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — Even as Kansas government
prepared for the possibility of new cutsin edu-
cation and social services, Gov. Bill Graves
promised today that the Statehouse dome will
get astatue.

With revenue collections continuing to fall
short of expectations, Gravessaiditispossible
that thestatewill havetojugglebillsor takeother
stepsto avoid adeficit beforethe current fiscal
year ends June 30. Also, hesaid, it may haveto

cit at theend of the next fiscal year.

Yet Gravestoldreportersthestatewill reinforce
the Statehouse dome — at an estimated cost of
$750,000 — so that it can hold the 20-foot “ Ad
Astra’ statue, depicting a Kansa Indian with an
arrow drawn to the sky. Some legislators have
suggestedthestate shouldn’t spenditstax dollars
on the project because of itsbudget problems.

Plans call for the statue to go on the domein
September, and Gravessaid, “ | look forwardtothe
ceremony in September.”

Graves called his news conference aday after
release of the latest figures on Kansas

government’sfinances.

Thenew numberswerefinal revenuecollection
figures for the current fiscal year, from July 1,
2001, through May 31. The state took in almost
$181 million lessthan expected.

Thefigurescamefromthe KansasL egidlative
Research Department. The Department of Rev-
enuereleased its own, preliminary numbers last
week, which showed the shortfall at more than
$194 million.

Either figure, if it holds ups when fiscal year
2002 ends, would blow a big hole in the budget
legislators approved and Graves signed into law

for thefiscal 2003.

State Budget Director Duane Goossen said
Wednesday that thestate expectstofinishitscur-
rent fiscal year with almost no money left in its
genera fund. If the shortfall getsany larger, the
state could be scrambling to avoid adeficit.

“Thepoaintis, we redown—andit’sabignum-
ber,” hesaid.

A forecast issued in March predicted that the
statewould collect about $3.75billioninitsgen-
eral fundfor thecurrent fiscal year through May.
But the state collected $3.57 billion, or 4.8 per-
cent lessthan forecast.

Noon

Wheat — $2.74 bushel
Posted county price — $2.67
New Crop — $2.72
Corn — $1.90 bushel
Posted county price — $1.87
Loan deficiency payment — 12¢
Milo — $1.60 bushel
Soybeans — $4.51 bushel
Posted county price — $4.57
Loan deficiency payment — 35¢
Millet — $3.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.50 cwi.
NuSun — $10.65 cwi.
Posted county price — $9.96
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $27
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Israelis shell
Arafat home

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Israeli troops shelled Yasser
Arafat’ sheadquartersearly today,
blew a hole in his bedroom wall
and destroyed three buildingsin
the sprawling compound in re-
sponseto aPalestinian suicide at-
tack onanlsraeli busthatkilled 17
passengers.

Six hourslater, thetroopsleftthe
compound and therest of the city
of Ramallah.

L ater today, tanksrolledintothe
Ramallah suburb of Beituniyaand
surrounded a large apartment
complex, wheretroopsarrestedsix
men, including asuspected mem-
ber of theextremist Islamic group
Hamas. During the raid, troops
came under fire and responded
with machine gun firefrom tanks
and helicopters.

In aWest Bank shooting today,
an Israeli motorist was killed, a
hospital official said.

cut spending from the budget to prevent adefi-

Girl wins
a teen’s
dream

Famous musicians
hold private concert

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Cortney Ragatz, an eighth grader
whogrew upin Goodland, hasbeenliv-
ing every teen-ager’sdream.

And Goodland students just missed
out on quiteaconcert.

A group of famous, good-looking,
young male musicians flew from En-
gland to perform their hit songsin a
private concert for Cortney and a
couple hundred of her classmates. It's
no doubt madeher themost popular girl
at her new middleschool in Frederick,
Md. — at least for aday.

“BBMak,” aBritish pop trio adored
by many American teens, would most
likely haveperformedin Goodland|last
month if Cortney’s family hadn’t
moved to Maryland in February.

Goodland was represented, how-
ever, astwo of Cortney’sfriendsfrom
here flew to Frederick for the concert
on Friday and will bereturning today.

After working for eight years at the
National Weather Service office in
Goodland, Cortney’s father, Kevin
Lynott, was promoted to ahydrol ogist
position at weather service headquar-
tersin Silver Spring, Md., just outside
Washington. He said his wife Elaine
and their three daughterswere excited
about themove, but hatedtoleavetheir
friendshere.

A month beforethey moved, Elaine
said, they found out Cortney had won
acontest sponsored by theABCtelevi-
sionnetwork. TheprizewasaBBMak
concert andthechancefor Cortney and
nine of her friendsto meet the group’s
members, Ste, Christian and Mark.

Elaine said Cortney had entered the
contest last summer by callingaphone
number she saw after an ABC show.
Sheand her mother both figuredit was
impossiblefor her towin.

“| couldn’tbelieveit,” Cortney said.
“I1thoughtitwassounreal. | thought my
momwas pulling my leg.”

Elainesaid shethought it wasajoke,
too, until a package arrived outlining
thedetails. Despitethemove, they were
planning to hold the concert in
Goodland on May 12, she said, but it
turned outitwaseasier for thegroupto
fly into Washington.

Cortney said she was a little disap-
pointed with that.

“| wanted to see my friends again,”
she said, adding that the concert has
helped her meet new peoplein Mary-
land.

“Itwasanadvantagewhen| moved,”
shesaid.

Elaine said BBMak performed Fri-

See BBMAK, Page 7
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ARed Crossvolunteertied a strap around Jason Shelledy’s armto make
it easier to see his veins and draw blood. Shelledy was one of nearly Catholic Church.

100 people who donated a pint Wednes
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

day during a blood drive atthe

Nearly 1,000 bikers to roll in for annual event

M orethan 900 peoplewill berolling
into town today and Friday, many of
them filling up Goodland hotels and
restaurants for the annual Biking
Across Kansas event on Saturday.

At last count, 914 people are ex-
pected to ride in the 520-mile cross-
country trip, said DonnaPrice, assistant
director of the Sherman County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau.

Pricesaidtherearethreerouteshbicy-
clistscantake, but for thefirsttimethis
year, all threewill start at Kanoradoand
come through Goodland. Participants
arealready arriving, shesaid. Some of

them will sleep at Max Jones
Fieldhouse, while others will check
into amotel.

A welcoming receptionwill beheld
forridersat thefieldhouseabout 2p.m.
Friday by the Goodland Ambassadors.

BikingAcrossK ansasestimatesthat
atown one route stops at can bringin
$8,000. Pricesaidsomepeopletreat the
event as a vacation, and might spend
$2,000 on the trip, while others might
only spend about $100.

Many riders are Kansans, she said,
but otherscomefromall over thecoun-

try.

Thetrip from the Colorado to Mis-
souri borders takes aweek to finish.
Riderswill start about 7 a.m. Saturday
and should get to the Missouri lineon
Saturday, June 15.

Thethreeroutesgothroughnorthern,
central and southern Kansas, and rid-
erswill travel anaverageof 66 milesper
day.
Bikers will be able to stop at high
school gyms along the way, and some
of thetowns provide meals. Thereare
rest stops every 10 or 15 mileswhere
ridersare encouraged to stop and grab
asnack or cool drink.

Medicsand mechanicsareavailable
for any problemswhich might pop up,
either for theridersor their machines.

On Thursday, the three routes will
unitein SedanandonFriday all therid-
ers will ride together down historic
Route 66 to Oswego. On Saturday, the
final day of thetrip, they will travel tc
the Missouri lineand then back to Ga-
lena, infar southeast Kansas, for acel-
ebration picnic at noon.

Themaingod of the27-year-oldbik-
ing eventisto havefun, get someexer-
cise and enjoy the beauty of Kansas,
organizerssay.

Book tells mother’s struggle with disabled son

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

As ayoung mother, she expected a
perfect life.

Shehad marriedher fairy-taleprince.
She lived on a general’s estate over-
lookingtheHudson River. Andhadjust
givenbirthto her first son.

“1 wasthehappiestwomanonearth,”
said ConnieM organ, author of ‘ Stand,
Walk, Run Free.’ It wasaglorious be-
ginning of how | thought my life was
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goingtobe.”

Then shediscovered her sonhad ce-
rebral palsy. That was not part of the
perfect life she had envisioned.

Morgan, now 55, grew up in
Goodland, the daughter of Larry and
| sabel Morgan. At 24, shewasmarried
to anAir Force captain and gave birth
to ason, Christian Allen, at the West
Point Military Hospital.

The difficulties she and her family
faced becauseof her son’sdisability are

Drivers sometimes call police to report a flock of geese on Joe and Joyce Stringer’s yard. The birds aren’treal,
Photo by Eric Yonkey/The Goodland Daily News

but they sure look like they are.

chronicledin her book, which shewill
sign at the Goodland Public Library at
10 am. Saturday.

“Itisastory of how | realizedthat no
doctor, technol ogy, money or power, or
help of over 6,000 volunteer visitsin
three states could change the fact that
hewasbrain-damaged,” Morgan said.

Morgan created her own publishing
company, Shallow Creek PressinDen-
ver, to print the book, plus a couple
moreshehasonthedrawing board. She

said the book-signing will be thefirst
time the books are offered to the pub-
lic.

“Thisis not a book about tragedy,”
Morgan said. “Itisastory of love, and
how | realized the gift of having adis-
abled child.”

Morgan said when Chriswas 8, she
and her husband decided to leave him
inacarefacility in LosAngeleswhen

See MORGAN, Page 7

Police get calls about
flock of geese In yard

A small flock of geese can be seen
several times ayear — rain, snow or
shine— in the Joe and Joyce Stringer
yard, 1601 Broadway.

Thecouplesaysthedecorationslook
so real to motoristswhenever they ap-
pear intheyardthat city policeareoc-
casionaly notifiedaboutthe“wildlife.”

The Stringers found the geese at a

storein Springfield, Mo.

“We put them out now and then for
theattentionthey get,” thecouplesaid.
“Some slow and gawk. Even law en-
forcement check it out.”

Kelsey Thomas, bookkeeper for
Goodland Sheet Metal, said the flock
looks especialy real inanewly fallen
SNOW.



