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commentary

from other pens...

GOP have jucy targets,

Dems more optomistic

Republicansthink they havethreejuicy targetsin the battlefor con-
trol of the Senate, but Democratshavegrownmoreconfident about their
overall prospectsin the November elections.

For months, the Senate election picture has appeared as evenly
matched asthe Senate, wherethe Democratsnow haveaone-votelead.

Republicansare determined to shift that balance— and they planto
step up effortsto defeat Democraticincumbentsin lowaand New Jer-
sey, where GOP nominees were sel ected thisweek.

Both Democratsand Republicans haveidentified four states apiece
wherethey think they could defeat anincumbent from the opposition.

Democratsal so want to pick off at |east one of four open GOPseats,
so Republicans are determined to widen their aim.

“There are more Republican seats legitimately in play than Demo-
cratic seats,” said Jim Jordan, executive director of the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee. “ All wehavetodoisplay toadraw
to maintain control.”

Sen. Bill Frist of Tennessee, chairman of the National Republican
Senatorial Committee and aphysician, says Republicans “ have more
patients’ but Democrats*havemoreinintensive care” — referring to
Democratic incumbentsin Minnesota, Missouri and South Dakota.

Inadditiontothosethree, Republicansarel ooking at Democratic Sen.
Max Cleland in Georgia. Democrats havetheir eye on Republicanin-
cumbentsin Arkansas, Colorado, New Hampshire and Oregon.

The battle for control has shifted, with Republicans adjusting their
target states and Democrats|ooking forward to the retirement of four
Republican incumbents— in the Carolinas, Tennessee and Texas.

National Republicans hel ped recruit strong candidatesin the states
that arecrucial totheir hopes. “ Thedliceof Americathat will determine
control of the Senate happens to be very strong Bush territory,” said
Mitch Bainwol, executivedirector of the GOP' scampaign committee.

In Tuesday’sprimaries:

* Rep. Greg Ganske won the GOP nomination in lowato challenge
Sen. Tom Harkin.

 Wealthy businessman Doug Forrester won the GOPnominationin
New Jersey to challenge Sen. Robert Torricelli.

« Statelawmaker Mike Taylor wonthe GOPnominationin Montana
to challenge Sen. Max Baucus.

National Republicans said they will provide Ganske all the help he
needsto makeastrong challengetoHarkin. Torricelli, they say, isatop
target because of campaign finance problemsand hislukewarm stand-
inginthepoalls.

They say they expect to successfully defend their four open seats.
“We' retreatingthemall asif they havethepotential tobecompetitive,”
said Ginny Wolfe, aspokeswoman for the GOP committee.

Demoacratshavetheupper hand nowin New Jersey becausethestateis
“disproportionately Democratic” and Torricelli has higher name recog-
nition, said analyst Cliff Zukin, head of the Eagleton I nstituteat Rutgers.

“Forrester starts out as avirtual unknown,” Zukin said. “ The only
thing he’sgot going for himisthat he’snot Bob Torricelli.”

In lowa, Democrat Harkin currently has a double-digit lead in the
pollsover Ganske, but Republicanshaveagood chancetomakeit com-
petitive, said Drake University political scientist Dennis Goldford.

“Harkin hasto be slightly favored, but he has atough race ahead of
him,” Goldford said. “ Ganskeisnot that well known, but Republicans
will mobilizefor him.”

Democratsfeel theissueshavetiltedin their favor in recent months
— especialy inareaslikeprescriptiondrugs, M edicareandretirement
security.

Sen. Patty Murray of Washington state, chairwoman of the Demo-
craticcampaigncommittee, said, “ I” drather havemy hand of cardsright
now.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Memorial Day brings haunting sound of Taps

| don’tknow about you, but | attended aM emo-
rial Day servicelast week.

“Taps” was beautifully played by two young
men, and, asalways, it brought tearsto my eyes.
| thought you might beinterestedtoread DianeO.
Sides “Thestory of ‘ Taps.’*

Wehaveall heardthehaunting melody, “ Taps.”
It'sthe song that givesusthat lumpin our throats
and usually createstearsin our eyes. But, do you
know the story behind the song?

Reportedly, it all beganin 1862 duringtheCivil
War, whenUnionArmy Captain Robert Ellicombe
waswith hismen near Harrison’sLandingin Vir-
ginia. TheConfederateArmy wasontheother side
of the narrow strip of land.

During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the
moans of asoldier who lay severely wounded on
the battlefield. Not knowing if it wasaUnion or
Confederatesoldier, thecaptaindecidedtorisk his
life and bring the stricken man back for medical
attention. Crawling on his stomach, the captain
reached thestricken soldier and began pullinghim

Bible is

| started two weeks ago listing the Top 10 rea-
sons everyone should read the Bible. The no. 10
reasonwastheBible’ saccount of creation, and no.
9was: the Biblemoves hearts.

Theno. 8 reason isthisweek’stopic: everyone
should read the Bible becauseit isthe only guide
toreligioustruth.

Itwasestimated over 10yearsagothat therewere
10mainreligionsand some 10,000 sects. Of these,
1,200 existedintheUnited States. No doubt, more
groups have formed since then.

Ephesians4:5saysthereis, “onel ord, onefaith,
one baptism.”

Thenwhy aretheresomany religions?And how
can weknow which beliefsaretrue? Can all reli-
gioushbeliefsbetrue?

First of al, not al religious beliefs are true.
Judges10:6, 7 says, “ Thesonsof | srael again pro-
ceeded to dowhat wasbadintheeyesof God, and
they began to serve the Baals and the Ashtoreth
imagesandthegodsof Syriaandthegodsof Sidon
and the gods of Moab and the gods of the sons of
Ammonandthegodsof thePhilistines. Sothey left
thetrue God and did not serve him.”

Thenationsmentioned worshipped many gods,
but they were not the true God. If therewasfalse
religion back then, why would there not be false
religion now?Who isthe true God mentioned?

Romans1.: 20, 21 says, “ For hisinvisiblequali-
tiesareclearly seenfromtheworld’ screation on-
ward, because they are perceived by the things
made, even hiseternal power and Godship, sothat
they areinexcusabl e; because, althoughthey knew
God, they did not glorify himas God nor did they
thank him, but they becameempty-headedintheir
reasonings, and their unintelligent heart became
darkened.”

Thistellsusthetrue God isthe onethat created
the earth and everything on it. His works are so
evident that not recognizing him as God isinex-
cusable.

But many fail torecognizehim. ReadingtheBible
can correct that tremendous oversight and answer
guestions about the many beliefsthat exist.
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toward hisencampment.

Whenthe captain finally reached hisownlines,
hediscovereditwasactually aConfederatesoldier,
but the soldier was dead. The captain lit alantern
and suddenly caught hisbreathandwent numbwith
shock. Inthedimlight, her saw theface of the sol-
dier. It was his own son. The boy had been study-
ing music in the South when the war broke out.
Without telling his father, the boy enlisted in the
Confederate Army.

Thefollowing morning, heartbroken, thefather
asked permission of hissuperiorstogivehissona
full military burial despite hisenemy status.

Hisrequest wasonly partially granted. Thecap-
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Wheredo fal sereligious beliefscomefrom?

The apostle Paul discussed one source of false
beliefsin hisletter to the Christians in Colosae.
Colossians2:8says, “ L ook out: perhapstheremay
be someone who will carry you off as his prey
through the philosophy and empty deception ac-
cording to the tradition of men, according to the
elementary things of theworld and not according
to Christ.”

Peoplemaketheir own philosophiesand beliefs,
and oftenthosebeliefsbecometraditions— people
pass them down to their children and grandchil-
dren. Thosebeliefsmay bepassed onfor centuries
and even millenniums.

Thescripturein Colossiansmentionsthat some
may usethesebeliefsto carry othersoff asprey —
they makeupthesebeliefstogainfollowers. Mod-
ern examplescan befoundin sometelevangelists
who preachtogainwealthwithout havingtowork
and some cult leaders who want peopleto be un-
der their control.

A past exampleisSatan. “ Satan?’ you may ask.
Yes, Satan. Genesis 3: 4, 5 says, “ At thisthe ser-
pent saidtothewoman (Eve): ‘ You positively will
not die. For God knows in the very day of your
eating from it your eyes are bound to be opened
and you are bound to be like God, knowing good
and bad.””

Satantold Evethat what God said to her wasn’'t
true— helied about God. TheBiblecallshimthe
father of thelie.

At John 8:44, Jesus says, “You are from your
father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of
your father. That one was a manslayer when he
began, and hedidnot standfastinthetruth, because
truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he
speaksaccording to hisown disposition, because
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tainhad askedif hecould haveagroup of army banc
members play afuneral dirgefor hisson at thefu-
neral. The request was turned down since the sol-
dier was a Confederate. But, out of respect for the
father, they didsay hecouldhaveonemusicianplay.

Thecaptain choseabugler, and he asked the bu-
gler to play aseriesof musical noteshefoundon g
piece of paper in his dead son’s pocket. Thiswish
was granted. The haunting melody we now know
as“Taps,” used at military funerals, wasborn. —
Quotefrom Christian Quotation of theDay inane-
mail.

And someone has written words to the song
“Taps.”

Herethey are: “ Day isdone, Gonethesun, From
theLakes, Fromthehills, Fromthesky. All iswell,
safelyrest. Godisnigh. Fadinglight, Dimsthesight,
And astar, Gems the sky, Gleaming bright, From
afar, Drawing nigh, Falls the night. Thanks and
praise, For our days, Neaththesun, Neaththestars,
Neath the sky, Aswe go, This we know, God is
nigh.”

to religious truth

heisaliar and thefather of thelie.”

Not only did Jesusrefer to Satan asaliar and the
father of thelie, but he also said Satan would have
“children.” Thesechildrenarepeoplewhoaremis-
led by Satan to do hiswill and oneswho chooseto
do Satan'swill.

1Timothy 4:1says,“inlater periodsof timesome
will fall away from the faith, paying attention to
misleading inspired utterances and teachings of
demons.”

Satan even inspires false teachings. We are
warned about thisinthe Bible sowe haveachance
to protect ourselves.

How can we protect ourselves? How can we
know what istrueand what isfalse?

Acts 17: 11 says of the Beroeans, “Now the | at-
ter were more noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the word with the
greatest eagernessof mind, carefully examiningthe
scripturesdaily astowhether thesethingswereso.”

When someonetellsuswhat he believes, agood
guestion to ask is, “Can you show me where the
Biblesaysthat?’

Another good thing to do is, like the Beroeans,
look intheBibleyourself to seeif thosebeliefsare
found in the scriptures.

1Timothy 3:16 says, “ All scriptureisinspired of
God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for
settingthingsstraight, for disciplininginrighteous-
ness.”

SincetheBibleisinspired of God, itistheauthor-
ity to consult on religion. The scriptures set things
straight as to which religions are true and which
onesarefalse.
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