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commentary

from other pens...

A mental institution
reaches for recognition

Atitsfounding 150 yearsago, St. ElizabethsHospital pioneeredthe
ideathat humanetreatment in pleasant surroundingscoul d opentheroad
to healing for peoplewith mental illness.

Itwashopedthecareful landscaping and panoramicview of thecapital
might have acalming, helpful effect on theinstitution’sinmates.

Over 15 decades, thousands of mental patients have received treat-
ment on the 300-acre, government-owned hospital grounds. Onewas
the poet Ezra Pound, whom many suspected of faking amental disor-
dertoavoidtrial for treasonintheaftermath of WorldWar 1. Presiden-
tial assailant JohnW. Hinckley Jr. remainsin custody at St. Elizabeths.

Last week, the National Trust for Historic Preservation placed St.
Elizabethsonitsannual list of 11 most endangered historic places, call-
ingitsrapidly deteriorating buildingsirreplaceablearchitectural marvels.

“Thisplaceisknee-deepinhistory,” Joy Holland, St. Elizabethschief
executive office, said | ast week as officialsled atour of Center Build-
ing, thefirst structureto beopened onasitethat |looksmorelikeabadly
neglected college campusthan amedical facility.

Designed by Thomas U. Walter, architect of the Capitol dome and
wings, the 1855 Center Buildingisafour-story fortressof red brick with
abattlemented roof and acentral tower.

Unused for some 40 years, its musty, waterstained corridors are a
dimly litwildernessof brokenglassand peeling paint. Many of thetim-
berssupporting thefloorsareeaten throughwith rot and near collapse.

The hospital wasfounded in typical Washington fashion: the result
of alobbying campaign. The chief lobbyist was Dorthea Dix, one of
the most persistent social crusaders of the 19th century. Her cause: to
persuade Congresstoimprovetheconditionsunder whichthementally
ill werecared for.

Sheargued thecapital had becomeamagnet for peoplefromall over
the country “whose minds are more or less erratic” and who “ramble
about poorly clad and suffering from want of food and shelter.”

“Dorthea Dix awakened acivic consciousness about mental illness
and the necessity for the government to play an important rolein the
careand treatment of the mentally ill,” the District of ColumbiaPres-
ervation League said asit nominated St. Elizabethsfor theannual Na-
tional Trust “most endangered” list.

Ground wasbroken at asite near the confluence of the Potomac and
Anacostiariversin 1852. Patients were admitted to three years|ater.

By the Civil War the asylum for theinsane was such afixturein the
capital President Lincolntoldhiswife, distraught over thedeath of their
son, Willie, that if shedid not control herself shewould be sent there.

Mary Lincolnwasnever committed, but thousandsof wounded Union
and Confederate soldiers were treated at St. Elizabeths. The many
amputeesamong themreceived artificial limbsfrom afactory created
for that purpose. M orethan 300 sol diers, Unionand Confederate, white
and black, are buried on the property.

Inletters home, these soldiersrefused to say they were at ahospital
for theinsane and wrote they were at “the St. Elizabeths Hospital .”

Thenamebecameso commonplaceitwasofficially acceptedin 1916,
without the apostrophe, just the way the soldiers had writteniit.

Thehistory of St. Elizabethsmirrorsthe devel opment of psychiatry,
beginningwiththehumane* mora” treatment of confinementinhome-
likesurroundingsthat wasadvocatedinthe1850s. A history of theplace
notesevery typeof psychotherapy hasbeen applied there asit became
available, including psychoanalysisand the use of psychiatric drugs.

Thefederal government retains ownership, but operation of thefa-
cility wastaken over by the District of Columbia. St. Elizabeths once
served 6,000 patientsayear but now houses about 500.

Officialsintend to end operations on the spacious west campusand
concentrateactivitiesonaseparatesitetotheeast. Work isto beginsoon
onamaster plan for the historic property.

EDITOR SNOTE: Lawrence L. Knutson hasreported on the White
Houseand Washington'shistoryfor 34 year sfor TheAssociated Press.
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Whos pollcmg the INS’?

Wherewereyoulast weekend betweenthehours
of 1p.m. Saturday and 6 p.m. Sunday?That’ swhen
policeinTacoma, Wash., believesomebody broke
intothelocal inspection officeof thelmmigration
and Naturalization Services and made off with a
choicecollectionof INSink stamps, al of which,
with awell-aimed thud, can officially and talis-
manically grant accessto the United States.

Among the missing items are a 90-day-admis-
sionstampthat validatesforeign passports; a“ pa-
rolee” stamp for refugees; two different stamps
that allow foreign sailors ashore to shop; and an
“1-551” stampthat marksthevisasof thoseawait-
ing permanent-residency cards. Also pinched in
the weekend burglary wereaslew of INSforms,
an INS badge, a.40-calibre Beretta, two clips of
ammunition and alaptop computer.

In these times, it’s a nerve-wracking haul —
unlessyouwork for thelNS. With adeterminedly
chipper clairvoyance, these real-life Keystone
K ops— sanslaughs— havedecided theburglary
hasabsol utely no connectiontoterrorism.“We're
concerned that someone broke in,” INS spokes-
man Garrison Courtney told the Seattle Times.
“But we're not overly concerned they took the
stamps or the badge. That’s OK to us. | know the
publicisconcernedthat they could beusedtomake
fraudulent stamps, but we' re prepared for that.”

That's OK and we're prepared? Pardon mefor
withholding audible sighsof relief, but thisisthe
INS, not the Boy Scouts. Frankly, the agency
should be alittle “overly concerned.” But no.
“We've got them flagged,” Courtney continued,
just brimming with comic-book bravado ashear-
guedtheworthlessnessof thebooty. “We' Il know
right away that they’ re stolen.”

diana
west

® commentary

Each stamp, it seems, hasits own number, and,
intheevent of lossor theft, INSagentsarenotified
anumber hasbecomeinvalid. Sonow, in addition
to keeping an eye on the big picture— you know,
identifying terrorists passing into the country —
already over-stretchedimmigrationagentshaveto
check thefineprint, literally, on their papers.

Even if the INSisn’t fooled, others could be.
“Thesestamps, when placed onapassport, any pass-
port, or any other INSdocuments, areget-home-free
cardswhen stopped by local police,” explainedre-
tired INS district director Ben Ferro to Tacoma's
NewsTribune. “ Theseare stampsthat authenticate
someone’ sdocuments. Inlight of September 11, the
agency should beturning thingsupsidedown look-
ing for these stamps.” But the agentsdon’t seemto
want to break asweat. “If they’regoingto sendin
thisstuff, we' regoingtocatchit,” Courtney toldthe
newspaper. “\We' reeverywhere.”

Tell that to the New York City copswho, asthe
New York Post reported last week, had to free an
overloaded vanful of Middle Eastern men holding
“avariety of paperwork” (includingafakegovern-
ment card from Times Square and a phony pass-
port) because the INS didn’'t seem to have a soul
onduty over Memorial Day Weekend. Theagency
contact number rang an I NSofficeinVermont, over
300 miles away. As one angry policeman put it,

Redistricting keeps legislators at

An important challenge we faced this session
wasredrawinglegidative, congressional and State
Board of Educationdistricts. Thisissueisonethe
state legislature must address every 10 yearsfol-
lowing a national census. Beginning as early as
May 2001, a Special Committee on Redistricting
held town hall meetings throughout Kansas to
obtain public input on congressional, House and
Senate maps. Thecommitteeidentified priorities
forwhichall themapswould bedrawn of compact-
ness, contiguity, and above al “one person, one
vote.” When the 2002 session convened in Janu-
ary, the Special Committee had a congressional,
House, and Senatemap pre-filedfor thefull legis-
latureto consider. BoththeHouseand Senatemade
acommitmenttol et therespectivechamberseach
drawtheirowndistrict lines, without changesfrom
the other body.

In February, the House passed a redistricting
mapwhichredrewthe125K ansasHousedistricts.
The map includes four districtsin which two in-
cumbentsreside. Inaddition, four new Housedis-
tricts were drawn in areas where no incumbents
live. TheHousemap demonstratesashiftin popu-
lationfromwestern/rural Kansasto eastern/urban
Kansas. Many districtsin the western portion of
the state were drawn with agreater geographical
areainordertoequal theideal Housedistrict popu-
lation of 21,378 people. Intheeastern part of the
state, existing House districts had to been drawn
to cover asmaller geographical area because of
growing population. The House map was ap-
proved by the Senate and signed by the Governor.
It then was review by the Kansas Attorney Gen-
eral andgained approva fromtheK ansasSupreme
CourtonApril 26,2002. TheHousedistrictlines,
as passed by the legidlature, arein effect for the
upcoming 2002 general el ectioninNovember. The
121st District now includesall of Sherman, Tho-
mas, Sheridan and Graham counties.

The Senate passed Substitutefor SB 379, which
redrew the 40 Senate districts, in February. The
map asit passed out of the Senatewasnot themap
presented by theredistrictingcommittee, but rather
amapwhichwasoffered during debate beforethe
Senate. Sub SB 379includedtwodistrictsinwhich
two incumbentslived and two new districts. The
House passed the Senate map and sent it to the
Governor for consideration. However, the Gov-
ernor vetoed the controversial map citing consti-
tutional concerns over the manner in which the
linesweredrawn and thefact that themap had not
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gone through public or committee review. After
the Governor’sveto, the Senate had to redraw its
district lines. InApril, the Senate passed and the
House approved Substitute for SB 256. The sec-
ond Senate map was signed by the Governor and
approved by the Kansas Supreme Court on May
9, 2002. District lines in the Senate were drawn
with the ideal population of 66,806 individuals.
Thenew Senatemapwill beeffectivefor the2004
genera electionandincludedonedistrictinwhich
two incumbentslive and one new Senate district.

The StateBoard of Educationdistrictlineswere
also redrawn and approved by the Kansas Legis-
lature this session. As required by the Kansas
Congtitution, each StateBoard districtiscomposed
of four contiguous state Senate districts. Senate
districtsusedto construct theStateBoard districts
in SB 663 are those created in Sub SB 256. The
StateBoard of Educationmembers’ termsarestag-
gered, sotheAugust 2002 primary electionwill be
thefirst timethat five of theten new districtswill
be used.

Thefinal piece of theredistricting processthis
session was the reapportionment of the four con-
gressional districtsinKansas. TheKansasLegis-
lature passed House Substitutefor SB 152 during
the final days of the wrap-up session. The map
redraws the four congressional districts with the
ideal congressional district populationof 672,105
people. The“Big1st” district, which historically
hascoveredwestern K ansas, istheonly district that

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste. We en-
courage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail

to: <daily @nwkansas.com>.

GEE? IT
CTILL FITS !
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“What' sthepoint of stoppingvansandriskingyour
lifewhentheoneagency with power blowsyou off?
Andthisisafter September 11.” And what did the
INShavetosay inresponse?* Since September 11,
our primary focus hasbeen on terrorist-related in-
vestigations, and, contrary to belief, wearenot in
the business of detaining people without cause.
Thesemen posed noterrorist threat or, for that mat-
ter, any threat to the community.”

Sweeping, aren’t they? Snippy, too. You might
wonder how the INS knew there was no terrorist
threat if its agents never showed up. Probably the
sameway it figured thetheft of thevisastampswas
no big deal. (And what ever happened to policing
good, old-fashioned immigration violations, any-
way?) Such high-handed bumbling may be outra-
geous, but it is also commonplace. Agency over-
haul, anyone? Thank goodnessthe Justi ce Depart-
ment hasdecided to pitchin, having called on anti-
terrorism teams of federal, state and local officers
formed since Sept. 11 to assist the INSin register-
ing and finger-printing Muslim and Middle East-
ernvisaholders. Professional Arabistsandcivil lib-
ertarians are squawking, but as Rep. Mark Foley,
FloridaRepublican, hasnoted, “ Al Qaedaisnot an
equal-opportunity employer.”

By reactivating alaw unofficially abandoned due
to sheer visa volume and INS budget cutsin the
1980s, and applyingittovisitorsfrom countriesthat
“posethe highest risk to our security,” the govern-
ment isfinally taking aserious step to head off the
terror networksthat threatenus. Inso doing, it will
helptheINShelpitself —andthenationit serves.

DianaWestisacolumnistandeditorial writer for
The Washington Times. She can be contacted via
dwest@washingtontimes.com.

drawing board

gained geographical areatoincreasepopulationin
thedistrict. Thelst District, asdrawn by thelegis-
lature, includesall of itscurrent areaplus sections
of Greenwood, Geary and Nemahacounties. Each
of the other three districts lost geographical area.
In the Congressional plan, four counties are split
between two congressional districts. Douglas
County issplitand portionsof thecounty areinboth
the2ndand 3rd congressional districts. Thebound-
ary line in Douglas County splits the city of
LawrenceonlowaStreet. Sub SB 152 splitsGreen-
wood County betweenthe1stand4thdistricts. And,
Geary and Nemahacountiesaresplit with portions
of eachin the 1st and 2nd congressional districts.
InGeary County, Junction City and Ft. Riley areno
longer inthe same 2nd congressional district, with
Junction City goingtothelstand Ft. Riley remains
inthe2nd. The new Congressional map, if signed
by the Governor and approved by afederal court,
will reflect district lines for the August 2002 pri-
mary election.
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