4 The Goodland Daily News / Friday, June 14, 2002

Tour reflects crop condition

WHEAT, from Page 1

Stockton as he walked from plot to
plot, talking about the prosand consof
each wheat variety.

Colorsinthe fields ranged from light
green to dark orange and the plants
were between about 8 to morethan 18
inchestall.

K-State provides the wheat variet-
ies, Schields said, adding that he has
been growingtest plotsfor theuniver-
sity for 19 years. This year, he said,
each plot is 28 feet wide and 600 feet
long andthewheat wasplanted on Oct.
land 2.

Schieldssaid oneof hisfavoriteva-
rietiesthisyeariscalled“ Jagger.” The
wheat managedtosurvivelatefreezes,
he said.

Overtheyears, Stocktonsaid, Jagger
haslostitsresistanceto acertaintype
of disease, but that didn’t matter this
year.

“It was dry enough this year there
washodisease,” hesaid. “ Dry weather

overcomesalot of things.”

Schieldssaid hepromotesNebraska
hard, redwinter varietiessuchas" Mil-
lennium,” “Niobrara” and “Wesley”
because they are drought tolerant. He
saidhealsolikes" Stanton,” whichwas
developed at K-State.

Another handout Belshe had
showed Stantonwas Schields’ highest
yielding variety last year, producing
44.7 bushelsper acre. Schieldssaidin
the past somevarietieshave produced
up to 70 bushel s per acre.

Stocktonshared adviceabout differ-
ent varieties.

He said “Dumas” would make a
good irrigated crop, Jagger can be
planted lateintheseason, “L onghorn”
produces a good grazing wheat,
“QOgallala’ isexcellentfor millingand
bakingandfarmersshould never plant
“Tam 107" again.

Stockton also handed out some
farming suggestions.

Hesaid farmersshouldn’t be afraid
of planting more seedsin each square

foot because that will increase their
chancesfor asuccessful crop.

“If you get arain at theright time,”
hesaid, “you’ll makealot of money.”

Hard, white winter varietiesarein
demand in the world market, he said,
adding that he hopes more Kansas
farmersstart growingthat wheatinthe
future.

Stockton also said no-till farming
can save money and prevent soil ero-
sion, adding that he’'s received a
$25,000 grant from the KansasWheat
Commissionto put no-till test plotsin
the 18 northwest Kansas counties he
Serves.

Goodlandwill havean 8-acreno-till
wheat plot south of the sunflower
plant, he said, adding that Goodland
Greenlineisletting him borrow an all
terrain vehicle to spray chemicalson
thefield.

Belshe helped end the tour by re-
minding the audience that he still had
handouts available with tips for har-
vesting short, thin wheat.

Tips for harvesting short, thin wheat

Hot, dry weather has caused wheat
in Sherman County to be shorter and
thinner thisyear, which meansit will
be harder to cut and gather during har-
vest.

Dana Belshe, Sherman County ag-
ricultureextensionagent, gavepeople
who attended the annual wheat plot
tour on Thursday a handout with tips
for harvesting short, thin wheat.

It says athin crop means gathering
will be difficult and shorter plants
mean the combine header will need to
be operated closer to the ground.

Hereareafew harvest tips:

« Cutter bar angle. Tiltthecutter bar
or header up sothat the skid platesare
exposed andtheheader canbeoperated
closer totheground without gathering

dirtintotheheader. For common com-
binations of feeder house length and
tire size, the best adjustment is often
near the upper end of itsrange.

* Accumulators. Check the gas
charge of the header accumulator. A
properly charged accumulator allows
more effective use of the header skid
plates when harvesting short crops.

*Header lateral leveling. Level the
header fromsidetosidebeforeharvest.
Check tire inflation pressure before
leveling.

 Pickup reel adjustment. Tine
pitch should be adjusted to hold the
crop against the cutter bar then sweep
itintothecrossauger. Inextremeshort,
thin wheat, it may be necessary to
cover times with plywood or other
material to make asolid bat.

« Knife condition. Thin crops re-
quire aclean cut for best feeding, so
pay attention to knives and cutter bar
condition. Make sure that you have
spare knife sections available in the
field.

» Ground speed. With athin crop
there will be a tendency to operate
faster in an effort to keep the machine
full. However, drivingtoofast will re-
sultinpoor cutter bar performanceand
increaseheader losses. Drivingtoofast
will drag the crop under the cutter bar
beforeit can be cut.

» Operator’smanual. Thereisno
better placeto find information about
combine and header adjustment than
the operator’s manual. If you cannot
find your manual, check with your lo-
cal dedler.
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Roger Stockton, Kansas State University Research and Extension crop
production specialist in Colby, talked about different varieties of wheat

during the annual wheat plot tour Thursday morning.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Cooler weather, lighter wind helps crews fighting wildfire

By Jennifer Hamilton
Associated Press Writer

LAKE GEORGE, Colo. — Aided
by cooler weather and calmer wind,
weary fire crews expected to make
moreprogresstoday onan out-of-con-
trol wildfireburning on 100,000 acres
in Colorado.

The improved outlook came just
days after flames up to 80 feet high
raced throughtinder-dry trees, forcing
crewstopull back asthenortheast edge
of theblazeraced toward small moun-
taintowns 35 milessouthwest of Den-
ver.

With that threat reduced, Douglas
County lifted voluntary evacuations
Thursday from several small commu-
nities between the fire and Denver’s

suburbs.

The fire was 15 percent contained
this morning, but more than 5,400
people remained out of their homes
because of mandatory evacuations. On
Thursday, it was just 5 percent con-
tained.

Crews continued to dig fire lines
alongthesouthernedgetokeepflames
fromspreading, and hundredsof addi-
tiond firefighterswerearrivingtohelp
the more than 1,700 already fighting
theblaze.

“We're putting firefighters all
aroundthisfireto start tryingto extin-
guishthosehot spotsand get thisthing
under control,” Colorado Stateforester
Jim Hubbard said Thursday.

Colorado isin the middle of one of

itsworst droughtsinyears, resultingin
bone-dry treesand brush—theperfect
fuel for wind-driven flames.

Thefire, 20 mileslong and 14 miles
wide, winds from the foothills dotted
with small mountain towns to near
Denver’s outlying suburbs. It has
charred about 156 square miles, leav-
ingblackenedforest floorsand skeletal
trees.

Twenty-two homes have been de-
stroyed.

“It'slike you lose somebody in the
family,” said John Ocken, 56, whose
homethreemilesnorth of LakeGeorge
was lost. “We've had a lot of great
times up there, but that’s the chance
you take.”

For the second straight night, wor-

ried homeownerspacked ahigh school
gyminWoodland Park to hear thelat-
est fromfireofficials.

Martin assured them that saving
homes and lives was his team’s top
concern.

“We dtill have crewsin therework-
ing to save structures,” he said. “The
subdivisionsare our priority.”

The military has activated four
modified C-130planestohel paircraft
dropping slurry andwater onthefires.
Two Army battalions and a Marine
battalion, totaling morethan 1,500 sol -
diers, have also been activated.

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency alsogranted $20 million
to Colorado on Thursday to defray
firefighting costs.
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Auto Glass

Greg & Kathy Cochrane

* Auto Glass Replacement
* Chip Repair
* In-Shop or Mobile Service

612 Main « Sharon Springs, KS
(785) 852-4661
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Custom Matting & Framing
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* Prints by Robert Duncan
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Thefireisoneof at | east sevenburn-
ing in the state, including an 11,892-
acre blaze that was 30 percent con-
tained near Glenwood Springs, about
150 mileswest of Denver.

Innortheastern New Mexico, about
1,200 firefighters were working to
slow awildfireon the Philmont Scout
Ranch and Carson National Forest.
The blaze, which began early this
month, has charred 91,000 acres and
was 25 percent contained Thursday.

Another fire broke out Thursday
four miles northeast of Pecosand had
grownto 1,165 acresby evening. “It’'s
very active— running, spotting, torch-
ing, crowninginthe ponderosapine,”
said Dolores Maese, a spokeswoman
for the Santa Fe National Forest.

s pluot
more plum
or apricot?

FRESNO, Calif. (AP) — What do
you get when you cross a smooth-
skinned, sweet, purple plum with &
fuzzy, tart, yellow apricot?

Anythingfromapluottoanaprium.

But there is also a battle over
whether the pluot ismorelike aplum
or morelikean apricot. Thedisputeis
heading to alaboratory for DNA test-
ing and the result could cost growers
$1 million in feesto market the prod-
uct.

Thefruit wasborn asan accident of
nature, agift from the birds and bees.
It was replicated by Floyd Zaiger,
president of Zaiger Genetics, who
ownsthetrademark.

“Youwouldfind (ahybrid) inanor-
chard where abird would drop a seed
inthewild,” Zaiger said. It wasvery
rare, soweknew it could be done, but
it took along time to find out how to
doit.”

Today, there are 19 varieties of
pluots, rangingfromdeep purpletored
with gold speckles to reddish-orange
and yellow. Zaiger’s crosshreeding
trademarks also include the aprium,
which ismore apricot than plum.

With new hybrids emerging, fruit
marketing organizations are wonder-
ingwhethertoincludethepluotintheir
efforts.

Plum, peach and nectarine growers
arerequiredto pay feestothe Califor-
nia Tree Fruit Agreement for promo-
tion, research and inspection. The or-
ganization represents 1,500 growers.

Pluot growers don’t have to pay
those fees because it’s not clear what
fruititis.

Preliminary DNA testsfound some
pluot varietieswereindistinguishable
fromthetraditional plum varieties.

If that finding stands after further
testing, pluotswould bedesignated as
plumsand growerswould pay 20 cents
for each 28-pound box.

Evenif thepluotisn't foundto bee
plum, somegrowerssay they’ll create
anew marketing group for thefruit.

Approximately 5 million boxes of
pluots will be harvested this year, &
number that would mean$1 millionin
feestotheCaliforniaTreeFruitAgree-
ment. Some pluot growers are volun-
tarily paying feestotheagreement this
year for inspection services.

Growers, meanwhile, have had nc
problem selling the small, tasty fruit,
which depending on the variety can
cost aslittle as $6 for 28 pounds or as
much as 50 centsfor asingle pluot.

In Kingsburg, just south of Fresno,
onegrower hastrademarked abl otchy
variety asadinosaur egg, despiteitsdi-
minutive size.
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availableto feature your servicesin the
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Mitch Hixson
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Alex’s Radiator and Auto Repair

| Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair « Auto Repair « Tire Service« Oil ||
Change » Small Engine, Lawn Mower, Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair «
Unlock Vehicles
24 Hour Wrecker Service « Rollback Available
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531 W. 17th » Goodland, KS
785-899-7554
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We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME + CAR *

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974
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