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commentary

from other pens...

Clara Barton’s search
for missing soldiers

On asummer day five years ago, a government carpenter crawled
into adark and dirty attic and gave history anudge.

Near the edge of pilesof Civil War-eraletters, abolitionist publica-
tions, old photographs, bandagesand period women'’ sclothing hefound
asquaretinsigninscribed with gold letters on ablack background.

Itread: “Missing Soldiers. Office. 3rd Story. Room 9. MissClaraBarton.”

RichardLyons, anemployeeof theGeneral ServicesAdministration,
had discovered avirtual time capsule— sealed for nearly 130years—
bearing on the early career of one of the 19th century’s most interest-
ing women, ClaraBarton, founder of the American Red Cross.

Thethirdfloor of 437 7th St. NW, near PennsylvaniaAvenue, halfway
between the White House and the Capitol, did haveaRoom 9. The num-
ber was printed on the door. Rolls of white satin wallpaper in the attic
matched wallpaper clingingintatterstothewallsof theroom. Inher Civil
War journals, Barton reported hanging white satin striped wal | paper.

Gary Scott, chief historian for the National Park Service’'sNational
Capital Region, soon had the evidence to show that Barton had lived
and worked in the 7th Street apartment from 1861 to 1868. It was her
headquartersandrefugeassheorganizedrelief effortsfor thewounded
onthebattlefieldsof thewar. Shecontinuedtolivethere, sleepinginan
area partitioned off from the rest of the long room, as she led the
government’s search for thousands of missing Union soldiers.

“In delighted amazement weliterally crawled through athick layer
of historical papers, publicationsand clothing, all datingfromthemid-
tolate 1860s, nonelater than 1868,” Scott wrote in“Washington His-
tory,” thejournal of TheHistorical Society of Washington, D.C.

The founding of the American Red Cross would come long after
Barton left Room 9. But her lifeand work therewas clearly an impor-
tant step in that much longer story.

At thetime Lyons popped hishead into the attic, Barton’sred-brick
building and the structure on the corner next door were scheduled for
demolition. Because of hisdiscovery, bothwill be saved and restored.

Aspart of the agreement between Congress General Accounting Of -
ficeandthedevel opers, Room 9 and thestairway fromthe 7th Street side-
walk will bereturnedtotheir 1860sappearanceand openedtothepublic,

When work is completed at the end of 2003, the two buildings will
becomethefocal point for acomplex of luxury apartmentsand atheater.

When the Civil War broke out in the spring of 1861, Clara Barton
wasa29-year-old former school teacher working asaclerk at theU.S.
Patent Office. When the first Union troops arrived in the city in 1861
she helped provide suppliesfor them.

Thesuccessof thiseffort led to afar broader enterpriseto distribute
medical and humanitarian suppliesto wounded and sick soldiersthat
continued until thefighting ended.

President Lincolnauthorized her to organizethesearchfor thousands
of missing soldiers, making her thefirstwomantohead afederal agency.

When it closed in 1868, the Office of Correspondence with Friends
of theMissing Men of the United StatesArmy reported it had received
63,182 inquiries, written 44,855 replies and i dentified some 22,000 of
theestimated 62,000 missing men. M ost had died of woundsor disease.

“Wefound glassinkwell sand boxesof small steel pen points,” Scott
wrote. “Wefound officesignsintheatticfor dentists, doctorsand law-
yerswho also had officesinthebuilding.” Therewerewomen’sstraw
hats and fans*“ and agreat deal of funeral bunting, perhaps used at the
timeof Lincoln’sfuneral.”

“The apartmentsin their tattered, faded shape give ahaunting feel -
ing of what it must have been like living in a crowded, middle-class
rooming house during the Civil War,” Scott wrote.

Outside on 7th Street a steel mesh fence surrounds the construction
site and the two surviving buildings. Taped to athird-floor window, a
photographof ClaraBarton peersdown at thestreet sheonceknew well.

EDITOR SNOTE: LawrenceL. Knutson hasreported on, the White
Houseand Washington'shistoryfor 34 year sfor TheAssociated Press.
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I’ veput on afew pounds|ately.

Not that you would know it by looking at me.
I’moneof thoseguyswhoturnssidewaysanddis-
appears. Except for thenose. It kind of sticksout.
Therest of me disappears, though.

| can use the extraweight. It's good for those
Kansaswindswhich pop out of nowhereandknock
you off your feet. Well, they knock medown. | told
you | need theweight.

Wheat | don’t needisfor it to gather around my
waist. Nothing issadder than askinny guy witha
pot belly, except for maybeaskinny guy withapot
belly andacomb-over. Givemeafew yearsonthat
one.

I noticed my new condition one morning when
| triedto put onmy pants. Shrank alittleinthewash,
| thought. Strange. Hey, they all shrank. Amanda,
what did you do to my pants?

Thewifelet meknow that shehadn’t doneany-
thing to them, and she offered me several imagi-
nativeideasof what | coulddowiththemif | ques-
tioned her again. That’s OK. | forgave her. She's
not amorning person.

When | came home from work that day, | got
pinched and prodded, and once | fought my way
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free, | got theverdict.

“Quiteagut you got onyou, honey,” | wastold.

Noway. Me?Not achance. Didyou getintothe
sauce?| need to check thisout myself. See?

| hateit when she'sright.

| blame it on work. | get to the officeand sitin
front of the computer until lunch. | don't just sit,
though. Sometimesl pick upthephone. Onabusy
morning, | drivethecar somewhere, takeapicture
ortalk tosomeone, thendriveback totheofficeand
my desk.

Itisanexcitingjob, andit can bestressful, but it
isn't exactly strenuous. My previousjobskept me
on my feet for hourson end and I’ ve never had to
worry about gaining weight before.

| thought | had oneof thosemiraclemetabolisms
which letsyou eat whatever you want and not get
any bigger. Wrong. So | actually started working

TR oy 2
M ‘
1h\=2

o

out afew weeksago, and even turned down an ex-
trahamburger at lunch today.

Poor me, huh?

A perfect day

L ast week Amandaasked mewhat | wantedtodc
for Father’s Day. Absolutely nothing, | said.

It's OK, she said. We should be able to afforo
something. You don’t haveto be noble about it.

No seriously, | don’t want to do anything, | tolo
her. I'dliketo sit back, relax, read alittle, and play
with the kids all day. If | had a hammock, that’s
where| would have been.

Sounds like a perfect Father’s Day, doesn’t it~
Actualy, it soundslike aperfect day, period.

Amandawould have liked to get me acard, ¢
present or two, and maybe balloonsand streamers.
She' d like to have taken meto dinner, and make &
big deal out of the day.

That would have been excessive, and totally off
the mark of what Father’s Day is supposed to be.
What could be better than aday where | did noth-
ing but play with thekidsall day?

Maybe aday where | didn’t have to change any
diapers.

It'[I happen one of these days.

Democrats field strong slate of contenders

TOPEKA — Democrats began this year |ook-
ing downtrodden, evenfor the party traditionally
out of power in Kansaspalitics.

While Republican circles buzzed with word of
potential candidates for statewide office, Demo-
cratic ones were relatively quiet. Democrats
seemed to be struggling to find good candidates.

Yet, whenthefiling deadlinehad passed, Demo-
cratsfoundthemselveswith astrongticket for the
top executive officesin Kansas government. All
five general election races|ook competitive, and
Democrats stand areasonabl e chance of winning
threeor four.

“The Democrats did agood job of recruiting a
slateof statewidecandidates,” said state Republi-
can Chairman Mark Parkinson. “Wehaveahorse
raceinevery singleslot.”

For months, the presumed Democratic hominee
for governor has been Insurance Commissioner
Kathleen Sebelius. Her lieutenant-governor run-
ning mateisJohnMoore, executivevicepresident
at CessnaAircraft Co. in Wichita.

The other Democratic candidates are Geary
County Attorney ChrisBiggs, of Junction City, for
attorney general; HouseMinority Leader Jm Gar-
ner, of Coffeyville, for insurance commissioner;
public health lobbyist and advocate Sally Finney,
of Olathe, for statetreasurer; and Sen. David Hal ey,
of Kansas City, for secretary of state.

Theonedowner for Democratswastheir inabil-
ity torecruitacandidatefor theU.S. Senateagainst
incumbent Republican Pat Roberts. The one can-
didate who could have been truly competitive—
former U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman
— decided against it after the Sept. 11 terror at-
tacks.

Butinthefiveother statewideraces, Democrats
have credible candidates who can win the races
they’ ve entered under the right circumstances,
despite Kansas having almost 286,000 morereg-
istered Republican voters than registered Demo-
cratic ones.

“1 feel very good about this slate,” said state
Democratic Chairman Tom Sawyer. “ If thingsgo
right, we could sweep all five.”
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Themost difficult contest belongstoHaley, who
istaking ontwo-termincumbent Republican Ron
Thornburgh in arace that typically gets little at-
tention.

The crushing weight of history is on
Thornburgh’sside. Republicanshave held the of-
ficefor 98 of the past 100 years, and legend hasit
thatthelast Democrat, Larry Ryan, electedin 1948,
won only because voters confused him with Re-
publican incumbent Frank J. Ryan.

But the race isworth watching for several rea-
sons.

Haley is the nephew of “Roots” author Alex
Haley. Hisfather, George, wasthefirst black state
senator, elected asaRepublicanin 1964, and later
servedinfivepresidents' administrations, includ-
ing as ambassador to Gambia under President
Clinton.

If he were elected, he would be the first black
candidateto win astatewide executive branch of -
ficesinceEdward P. McCabewasre-elected state
auditorin 1884.

Those facts are likely to gain his campaign at-
tentionandpreventitwitheringfromarel ativelack
of interest.

Sally Finney’s name also creates visibility for
her race. Sheistheeldest daughter of thelate Gov.
Joan Finney, who wastreasurer in 1975-90.

Theformer governor’sdeathlastyear fromliver
cancer resultedin an outpouring of fondnessfrom
many Kansans, andtheir recol | ectionsof her abil -
ity to connect with peopleappeared to wash away
memories of the controversiesfrom her oneterm
asgovernor.

Again, theraceislikely to receive more atten-
tion than it otherwise would have.

Intheinsurancecommissioner’srace, Garneris
arelatively prominent figure who is running on
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Sebelius' record, banking on her reputation as
consumer advocate.

Heal so hasdeclared hewon't takecontributions
from the insurance industry, which islikely to set
him apart from any Republican nominee.

The GOP also must reckonwithits past 96-year
hold onthe office. Sebeliustoppled the dynasty in
1994 by portraying it as inefficient, corrupt and
beholden to theinsuranceindustry it regulated.

Biggs main asset in the attorney general’srace
ishis13yearsasan elected prosecutor, something
that helps candidates for that office, even though
they do moreadministrativethan courtroomwork.

Two of the Republican hopefuls, Sen. Davic
Adkins, of Leawood, and former Rep. Phill Kline,
of Shawnee, have never been elected as a county
or district attorney. The third, Charles McAtee, ¢
Topeka attorney, has years of experience with the
FBI and as an assistant U.S. attorney but plansto
run alow-budget, low-key campaign.

Finally, thereisSebelius, thegubernatorial nomi-
nee. She'swon two statewide el ections and, with-
outaprimary opponent, canfocusonraising money
for ageneral election campaign.

To win, all of them will have to raise enough
money to get their messagesto voters, something
that is usually atougher task for Democrats than
Republicans. TheDemocratic candidatesal sowill
need GOPdissensionand must attract support from
unaffiliated voters.

But Democratsareat | east off toagood start, and
al fiveraceswill beworth watching.

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent John Hanna
has covered Kansas politics and government for
TheAssociated Presssince 1987.
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