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Saints and sinners: Surrounded by good company

Oneof our favoritefamiliesisthe Murphys.
Paul and hiswife, Pat, have 13 children. Once
when we were there for supper, 21 of usgath-
ered happily around two tablesin the kitchen
to eat — the 15 in their family and our six.

| wasgoing to say we" crowded” around the
kitchentables, but theword crowded carriesan
unpleasant connotation. If someoneyoulikeis
sitting closetoyou, that’snot crowding. Aswe
all know, thiscanbequiteapl easant experience.
Crowding issomething el se.

Much as| likealot of room, | would rather
occupy asmall roomwithacompany of happy
peoplethanbeinalargeroomwith peoplel am
not particularly fond of .

Karl Lorenz, the German scientist, says, “I
strongly doubt whether you can condition man

sothat hedoesnot becomenervousand neurotic
when heiscrowded.”

Lorenz said it has been his experience that
“peoplewholivemilesfromthenearest neigh-
bors and are not overwhelmed by social con-
tacts show the greatest human kindness.”

Hetellsastory from the dayswhen helived
inMunich.

“We had as house guests,” he says, “an
Americancouplewholivedinthewildsof Wis-
consin. Just aswesat downto supper, thedoor-
bell rang and I, who was overfed with human
contacts, said with irritation, ‘Who is that
now?”

Hisguests, said L orenz, were shocked.

“Tobelessthanoverjoyedwhenthedoorbell
ranwasincomprehensibleto these peoplewho
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lived deep in the country. It made merealize
how much | had becomeavictim of overcrowd-
ing.”

(Formysdlf, I must say that | never visitafarm
without feeling that farm-life holds one of the
secretshiddenfrommodernman. Thespaceand
great quiet of thefarm renewsmy spirit.)

Though L orenzisundoubtedly right, it prob-

ably ought to be said that thereason wedislike
crowding is that by and large we dislike the
peoplewhoarecrowdingus. Wedon't“loveour
neighborsasourselves.”

Whether or not that may betrue, overcrowd-
ingisoneof theevilsof modern society. Inthe
ghetto, wearetoldthat murder isthemost likely
cause of death for young men. Many of these
killings, some social scientistssay, canbelaid
toovercrowding. Therearetoo many peopleper
squarefoot on our shrinking planet. It eventu-
ally takesitstoll on our frayed nerves.

One of the newspapers| worked for waslo-
cated in a begrimed structure in downtown
Cleveland. Therewas no air-conditioning and
thecity’sdirt blewinthroughtheopenwindows
inthesummer. Our armsgot black fromthesoot

onour desksandwestirred our coffeewith copy
pencils.

But we outgrew the old building and movec
into an airy, well-lighted structure of concrete
and glass. If we were overcrowded where we
were and needed more space, now we had it.

Somehow, alot of thelovewhich permeated
the old place stayed back thereto livewith the
ghosts of those happy yearson Ninth Street.

Themoral of the story isthat good company
— not plenty of room— isthe secret of happi-
Ness.

| oncegot acard on Father’ sDay from oneof
my boyswho penned thesewords, “May good
company continueto surround you. Company
isthought’s best sustenance and stimulus.”

The Murphyswould understand.

Debate rages over whether to pay homage to Europe’s Christian roots

By Willaim J. Kole
Associated Press Writer

VIENNA, Austria— Is Europe a
Christian continent?

Unquestionably, the region is
steepedin Christianity fromthefaith’s
earliest days. TheA postlePaul brought
thereligion to Europe’ sshoresaround
A.D. 50. Later, the continent became
the center of Roman Catholicism and
the birthplace of the Protestant Refor-
mation.

But that was then and thisis now.
Today’s Europeisamultiethnic melt-
ing pot of Christianity, Judaism, Islam,
Buddhism, Hinduism and other faiths
— making the question aticklish one
as churches|obby for amention of the
continent’s Christian heritagein akey
document onthefutureof theEuropean
Union.

TheConventionontheFutureof the
EuropeanUnionisbeing negotiatedin

Brussels, Belgium, andisscheduledfor
completionby 2004, intimefor theEU
to accept as many as 10 new nations,
including a half-dozen from the for-
merly communist East bloc. Mostly
MuslimTurkey isexpectedtojoinlater.

The convention could become the
groundwork for a constitution that
wouldreplacetheEU’sfoundingtreaty,
so some Christians seethismoment as
arare opportunity to enshrine the
continent’s religious heritage in the
document’s preamble.

“It’s not an attack on the separation
of churchandstate,” said K eith Jenkins,
associategeneral secretary of theBrus-
sels-based Conference of European
Churches, which isleading the effort.
“It’sarecognition of history.”

Civil libertarianscontendit’ssimply
inappropriateto highlight Christianity
in amodern, pluralistic society that
some theol ogians have described as

“post-Christian,” even though more
than threein four Europeans still con-
sider themselves Christian. Such con-
cernskept any mention of religion out
of the EU Charter of Fundamental
Rightsdrafted two yearsago.

“The EU must resist pressureto in-
cludereligion of any kindinitsconsti-
tutional declarations,” Keith Porteous
Wood, executive director of Britain's
National Secular Society, said in an
interview.

“Europe embraces those of many
faiths, and of no faith. Promoting any
onefaithaspre-eminentwill inevitably
lead sooner or | ater to resentment.”

Exactly what shape arecognition of
Christianity wouldtakestill isn’t clear,
but Jenkinssaid, “ Nooneissuggesting
that thepreambletoaEuropean consti-
tutionshouldbeturnedintoatheol ogi-
cal treatise.

““What’s most important is that

there’ sadiscussionabout val ues—that
we see Europe in terms of values, not
just policies. Churches and religious
communitieshavearoletoplayincon-
tributingtothebroader public debate.”

Christians of multiple denomina-
tionshaveralliedbehindthecause. The
Conferenceof European Churcheshas
a broad membership that includes
many mainstream Protestant faithsand
anumber of national evangelical asso-
ciations.

PopeJohnPaul I hasjoinedthefray,
too, during avisit late last month to
Bulgaria. He called the message of
Christianity “relevant even to those
who, inthefield of palitics, are work-
ing to bring about European unifica-
tion.”

“Insearchingforitsownidentity, the
continent cannot but returntoitsChris-
tianroots,” the pope said.

Back at the Vatican, John Paul

pressed his case further, saying: “The
Christian patrimony of civilization,
which hascontributed so greatly tothe
defense of the values of democracy,
freedom and solidarity among the
peopl esof Europe, must neither vanish
nor bedisregarded.”

Jenkins, whodirectstheconference's
Churchand Society Commission, con-
cedes there's fierce opposition from
political leadersin France, which is
doggedly committed to church-state
separation. Former French PrimeMin-
ister Lionel Jospin led hisnation’s ef-
fort to keep religiousreferencesout of
therightscharter in 2000.

Theconcept al so hasbeen criticized
in countries such as Sweden, where
years of government support of the
statechurch havesoured somecitizens
ontheideaof mixingreligionwithpoli-
tics. The Swedesseparated churchand
state just two years ago.

“But Europe’s Christian heritage is
ahistorical fact, and it's an important
one,” Jenkinssaid. " Peace, justice, rec-
onciliation, solidarity, sustainability:
These are values that are shared by
many Europeans — values that are
found at the heart of the Christian gos-
pel.”

Secularistsand civil libertariansre-
main unconvinced. Many fear arefer-
ence to Christian heritage could be-
come a pretext to an extension of
churchinfluence over EU policies.

“The only way to ensure that all of
Europe'scitizensfee equally valuedis
to leavereligion out of its pronounce-
mentsandto secul arizeitsstructureanc
workings,” Porteous\Wood said.

Internet tonight!
Call 899-2338

899-7368

Pastor: Don Crutcher
Fifth & Broadway

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College ® 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School:
Morning Service: 10:30 am
Evening Service: 6:00 pm
Wednesday: Adult Prayer and Worship: 7:00 p.m.
Youth @ the Rock House: 7:00 p.m.
Helping you focus upward in worship, inward

9:15 am

C

401 Caldwell
899-6185

Cx

Church of Christ

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

3

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Eighth & Arcade ® 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am
Sunday School: 9:15a.m.
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men's and Women's Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman
1]

899-3631

I e e -4

g\u Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street ® Burlington, CO ® (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

C

Eul}lord of Life Foursquare Ghurc‘;tuj

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: Worship Celebration &
Kids” Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250

Kanorado

399-2468

Sunday: Sunday School:
Worship Service: 10:15 am

United Methodist Church

Il Pastor: Leonard Cox

)
g\_r‘ United Methodist Church g]

Worship Service: 10:45 am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters

Brewster:
Pastor:

Winona:

9Yglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.

9am

goodland RBible Church
109 Willow Road ¢ 899-6400

Pastor:

s

Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location

C

1601 Texas ® 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5am & 6 pm
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am

J

)

A

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center ® 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

,f Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

Seventh Day Adventist Ghurcl:q
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Arlin Cochran ® 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

1
” Pastor: Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am

Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonvrise Christian Church

Ninth & Caldwell ® 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday: Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:

Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm
Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm

Cx

PEmmanuel Lutheran Church

|| 13th & Sherman ® 899-6161
]

Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

]

K

W l ii Pastor: Bob Snyder o Residence: 899-0134
]

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church ]
F\kj 13th & Center

grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 * 899-6423

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am il
Worship Service: 11 am

Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am
Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays

Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 j]

307 W. 13th  899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 9:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180  694-2807 © 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

good Samaritan Center

208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel

North Main

goodland Daily News

1205 Main

Short & Son ‘Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main




