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commentary

from other pens...

Lawsuit challenges
state election process

TheGarden City Telegram on congressional redistricting:

Kansansare scheduled to go to the pollsAug. 6 to whittle sel ections
forvariouslocal, stateandfederal offices. Butachallengetothestate’'s
congressional redistricting plan could delay the primary.

The three-judge panel deliberating the redistricting appeal should
movediligently so the primary can take place as scheduled. ...

Thetimelineisthin, given the notice requirements and other logis-
tics necessary to conduct an election.

Thelawsuit putsinthejudges handsthefate of the state’sfour con-
gressional districts. Lawmakers’ gerrymandering created asplitincer-
tain areasthat upset many residents, especially thosein Junction City,
whowereseparated fromthenearby Fort Riley. Attorney Genera Carla
Stovall said the separation of the military town from thefort disrupted
amajor community of interest.

Democrats were upset that the city of Lawrence was split between
two districts.

The district boundary issue obviously must be settled before any
primary election can be held.

Pushing the primary back narrows the window from the primary to
November’s general election, slicing into the time voters have to as-
sessthe credential s of each party’s candidate for significant offices.

Thejudgeswill hear argumentsinearly July. A swift decisionwould
beinthebest interest of the candidates, aswell asvoters.
TheEmporia Gazette on economic development:

Great news came ... with the announcement that another company
has decided to make Emporiaitshome.

Ingenium Packaging, amanufacturer of innovative light al uminum
cans, expectstoemploy 73 people, havea$2.5million payroll and make
a$31millioncapital investmentinbuilding and equipment. Plant con-
struction will begin thissummer in Industrial Park I11.

Emporia’s economic-devel opment program was started in 1995 in
hopes of persuading Cessnato build itsnew small-plane plant in Em-
poria. The Cessnaplant went to I ndependence, but Emporialearned a
lot from the sel ection processabout attractingindustry. Sincethen, the
community has had an excellent track record in recruiting companies
totown.

Companies such as Lenze, Menu, Caterpillar and Norfolk Iron &
Metal are here because of the city’s economic-devel opment program.
... They have created more than 405 jobs with a combined payroll of
$11.7 million.

InAugust 2000, voterswisely approved extendingthe half-cent sales
tax for economic devel opment through 2014.

Communities around the state are envious of Emporia's economic
growth and haveeven coined anamefor our recruiting practices: “ The
EmporiaMethod.”

Emporians should be proud of what we are accomplishing in eco-
nomic development. After all, our future dependsoniit.
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Hong Kong is one of those fabled cities

Observationsfrom Hong Kong:

« | never did quiteget over the shock of actually
being in Hong Kong. It's one of those fabled cit-
ieslikeNew York, Genevaor Rome. But, | thought,
with alot less chance of me getting there.

» While founded on its famous harbor, Hong
Kong isahigh-rise city. If you buy apostcard, it
will be a picture of tall buildings. Everything is
high rise— the stores, hotelsand apartments.

* The harbor, in contrast, is shrinking. The city
isextendingitself onto“reclaimedland.” Thatis,
land made out of the harbor by dumping “ stuff”
intoittofill itinand then building onit. Onedip-
lomat claimed that the harbor gets narrower and
narrower every timehevisitsthecity. Westill took
aharbor cruise—itdidn’t seemrighttogotoacity
longfamousfor itswaterway and not get out onit.

* The Red Chinese took over the city in 1997.
Peoplewho werethere before and after say there
islittledifference. Themainland haskeptitshands
off of Hong Kong, declaring it a“ special admin-
istrativedistrict.” Government officialsliketotell
everyone how freetheisland is. Their sloganiis,
“onecountry — two systems.” They also say that
they pay no taxesto the mainland.

I’m still trying to figure out how the mainland
benefits from having the island, apart from the

prestige and happiness at being rid of the British.
I’m surethereissomeeconomicgainandit might
just be trade with Taiwan, most of which passes
through Hong K ong sincethetwo Chinesegovern-
mentsdon’'t talk to each other.

* You can still seetheold colonial influence. At
thefabled PeninsulaHotel, whichwasrightinfront
of ours, wewent to high tea. The hotel isathrow-
back from the days of empire — all gilded, with
wide staircases and agrand | obby.

» We took the required tram ride to the top of
VictoriaPesk. Therideisabout likearoller coaster.
Itrisesat a27-degreegrade. That feel slikestraight
up. Therideisabout eight minutes and takesyou
fromthecanyonat thebottomof all thosehigh-rise
building to the top of the peak through beautiful
trees. Asyou look out the windows, you can see
everything laid out — the bay, the buildings, the
parks—it'sbeautiful. Atthetop, it'sEstesPark at
high season. They havefood, drink and trinketsfor

saleeverywhere. ThereisbothaMadameTussauds
and aRipley’sBelieveit or Not.

How do you say “tourist trap” in Chinese?

* Our day off was Sunday. Wewandered all over.
Everywhere we went, there were young woman
sittingonthesidewalks, onlow walls, intheparks.
They wereamong the 240,000 Filipino maidswho
workinHongKong. Sunday istheir day off andthey
picnic and gather in small groupsto enjoy it.

At St. John’s Anglican Cathedral, a sign offers
servicesfor Filipinoimmigrants. It'stheir bigmis-
sion.

* We also got to see a protest. Our trolley was
stopped for ashort timewhileagroup of protesters
crossed the tracks. Sunday is protest day in Hong
Kong, weweretold. Peopleprotest everything. This
shows how free they are, we were told. A young
policemanonamotorcycleescortedtheprotest. He
grinned whenwesmiled at him. It wasjust another
Sunday on protest patrol, | guess.

» Hong Kong isbustling city where you can buy
anything—and| domeananything. It never sleeps.
The people seem to be lively, happy and always
busy. They liveincrampedlittleapartmentsbut get
outdoorsand enjoy their parksand public places.

It'sagreat placetovisit, and I'm still not sure |
canbelievel wasthere.

“True reform’ for Palestine

“Paestinianreform” hasprovedwildly success-
ful asaMiddle East mantra. But asastrategy for
peace— sofar —it'sabust.

Everyone — Arabs, Israelis, Europeans and
Americans— agreesthat Yasser Arafat’ sPal estin-
ianAuthority iscorrupt, inefficient, undemocratic
and in need of reform.

A recent poll by thePal estinian Center for Policy
and Survey Research, asreported Sunday in The
New York Times, showsthat 91 percent of Pales-
tinians want “fundamental change” in their gov-
ernment.

Arafat’sapproval rating among hisown people
isonly 35 percent. Eighty-three percent believe
that hisgovernmentiscorrupt, and 95 percent want
hisministers dismissed.

The problem isthat Arafat is co-opting the re-
formideaandisusingitto consolidate hispower.

That’s not what President Bush had in mind
whenhebegantalking several weeksagoaboutthe
need for new security forces to stop terrorism
against Israel, anew Palestinian constitution and
an honest, open, elected government.

“Consgtitutional reform” isgenerally considered
— even by Palestinians— to be code for turning
Arafat into afigurehead president, with a prime
minister exercising real power.

But now it’sclear that Arafat, while embracing
“reform,” isusing it to divide hisrivals and keep
himself in power.

He'sannounced acabinet shake-upbut noplans
to diminish his own authority. He's appointed a
crony, Mgj. Gen. Ahmed Razak Yehiyeh, tobein
charge of security.

That move seems designed to prevent two po-
tential successorstoArafat, former Gazasecurity
chief Muhammad Dahlan and West Bank security
chief Jabril Rajoub, from consolidating power.

Both Dahlan and Rajoub supported former
President Bill Clinton’s Camp David peace plan
in2000—whichArafat rejected—andarethought
to be amenableto peace with Isragl.

As part of hisreform charade, Arafat also has
hinted that he'll call parliamentary and presiden-
tial elections, but likely as not he'll permit only
token opposition to take part.

Hisplanseemstobetoget himself re-electedand
claim once more to be the chosen leader of the
Pal estinian people—thistime, withamandate—
thusforcing theworld to deal with him.

That would perpetuatethe statusquo— corrup-
tion, authoritarian ruleand continuedterrorism by
radical swhomArafat either can’t orwon’tcontrol.

Beforeall thisunfolds, Bushhastodo something
to forestall it or his Mideast diplomacy will be
worse off thanitisnow.

Bushcurrentlyisjugglingfour separateMideast
initiatives. It’snot clear how they fit into acoher-
ent strategy.

They are (1) reform; (2) his promiseto make a
Mideast“vision” speech soon, outlining hisplans
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for creating a Palestinian state; (3) theideaof a
Mideast peaceconference; and (4) the prospect of
apeace“timetable.”

Arab countries want Bush to call for a confer-
ence that would endorse Saudi Arabia’s plan for
total withdrawal fromterritoriescapturedin 1967
andtolay out atimetablefor thewithdrawal sand
Pal estinian statehood.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said last
weekend that, asto reform, Arafat should have“a
chanceto provethat he'sgoingto deliver, or not.”

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon favors a
conference, but envisionsdrawn-out negotiations
— without Arafat or atimetable— and no return
tothe 1967 lines.

Within the Bush administration, the State De-
partment is understood to favor a specific Bush
vision, a timetable, a conference and keeping
Arafat asthetop Palestinian negotiator.

How should Bush put all theseel ementstogether
into acoherent plan?

Heshould makeaspeechreiterating support for
a Palestinian state and promising to work for
Israel’s return to the 1967 borders — modified,
however, to ensure | sragl’s security.

Heshouldcall uponlsrael towithdraw itssettle-
ments from the West Bank and Gaza, but defend
Israel’sright to useforceintheterritoriesto com-
bat terrorism.

Heshould call for aconference of foreign min-
isterstoget | srael, Palestinians, Arab countries, the
United States and Europe working on economic
and diplomatic plans for peace, but reject a spe-
cific timetable that might encourage Palestinians
to stall in making concessions.

Above al, he should speak to the Palestinian
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people, telling them that all their hopesfor astate,
for peace and for prosperity depend on “true re-
form.”

He can hold out a promise of massive European
and U.S. aid— but only if the Pal estinian govern-
ment isadependabl e custodian of it.

Presumably, hecan’t say, “ Arafat hasto go,” but
hecertainly canimply it, citing afamiliar litany of
promises unkept and hopes dashed.

SuchacomprehensiveBushinitiativemight not
work because radicalism is ascendant among the
Pal estinians, and no onemay beableto control sui-
cide bombing.

Israel’sonly hopefor security may beto build g
barrier separatingitsterritory fromthePal estinians
and conduct pre-emptiveandreprisal raidsagainst
terrorists.

But amajor initiative by Bush isworth atry, if
only to get the Mideast parties working on peace
while hereturnsto hisprimary strategic objective
— toppling Irag’s Saddam Hussein.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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