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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:16 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:20 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 82 degrees
« Humidity 45 percent
« Sky partly sunny
+ Winds southeast 12 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.22 inches

and falling

* Record High 105° (1936)
* Record Low 40° (1946)

Last 24 Hours*

High 99°
Low 69°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly cloudy with 30
percent chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, low upper 60s, winds
south 10-20 m.p.h. Tomorrow: partly
sunny with 20 percent chance of rain,
high lower 90s, low mid 60s, winds
south 15-35 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: partly sunny with 20
percent chance of rain, high 90s.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.90 bushel
Posted county price — $2.79
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $1.96 bushel
Posted county price — $1.87
Loan deficiency payment — 12¢
Milo — $1.63 bushel
Soybeans — $4.24 bushel
Posted county price — $4.36
Loan deficiency payment — 30¢
Millet — $4.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.40 cwi.
NuSun — $10.55 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $27

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

K
1p.m.

Nearly 20 fires
burn in U.S.

An out-of-control wildfire
roared across 60,000 acres of for-
est in eastern Arizona today and
began burning structures on the
outskirtsof adeserted community,
officialssaid.

The town, Pineal, was one of
threethat wereevacuated after the
fire exploded on Wednesday. As
many as 4,000 people fled
Pineda e, Lindenand Clay Springs
as the fire swept toward their
homes.

The fire was one of 19 major
blazes burning across the nation
today, according to the National
Interagency Fire Center in Boise,
Idaho. Overall, wildfires have
scorched 1.84 million acressofar
thisyear, morethandoublethe10-
year average through thistime of
theyear. InColorado, veteranFor-
est Service worker Terry Barton
was charged Wednesday with de-
liberately setting awildfire.

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

Tornadoes In area do little damage

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Tornadoes were spotted all over northwest
Kansas on Wednesday night, including one six
miles north of Edson, but little damage was re-
ported. Another round of storms was expected
today.

Thunderstormscoveredthesky fromMcCook,
Neb., tosouthwesternKit Carson County inColo-
rado, bringing tornadoes and hail, but not much
moisture.

“Therewasalot of activity inthetri-statearea
last night,” said Randy Coleman, meteorol ogist
at the National Weather Service office in
Goodland.

The storms produced tornadoes near Oberlin,
AtwoodandHerndonfrom4:45to 6 p.m. Herndon
reported some wind damage.

At 6:45 p.m., aweather spotter reported ator-
nado north of Edson, heading southwest towards
Goodland. The storm soon weakened and a tor-
nadowarningfor Sherman County expiredat 7:30

p.m.

The thunderstorms storms didn’t move much,
Coleman said. They formed along a stationary
front and spread slowly tothenortheast and south-
west. Asonestormdied, theonenexttoitbuilt up.

Three-fourths of an inch hail was reported at
4:45 p.m. south of Sharon Springs, and two-inch
hail fell at thesametimenear McCook. Aslateas
11 p.m., Coleman said, hail wasfallingin Chey-
enne County in Colorado.

Goodland didn’t get any rain. In Colorado,

Yumareceived .65 of aninch, Wray got .28 of an
inch, and Burlington had atrace.

“Precipitation was spotty,” Coleman said. “It
lookslikewe might get another round this after-
noon. Some of them might become severe.”

Theweather service received many reports of
thesevereweather fromtrained weather spotters
and other people, Coleman said.

“We appreciate getting calls from the public
and weather spotters,” hesaid. “It helpsusserve
everybody.”

City
to attract
business

Law would reduce
costs for companies

The City of Goodland istrying to
encourage businessesto cometo town
withaplantoreducethecost of permits
and utility hookups.

Thecity staff isworking on an ordi-
nance which would reduce costs for
companies that want to build a new
building, City Manager Ron Pickman
saidat ameeting M onday, by payingfor
part of the permit and utility fees.

Work on the plan started last month
when the Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce asked the city to waive
some costsfor anew restaurant.

Atfirst, Pickman said, thecity came
upwithaplanwhichwouldallow com-
paniesto spread out payments for the
feesover threeyears. He said, though,
that hetalked to the City of Colby and
found that it ismuch cheaper toinstall
utilitiesthere. Inoneexample, Pickman
said, Colby would charge anew busi-
ness $4,800, and Goodland $10,360.
Goodland hasto changeitspoliciesif
it wantsto attract businesses, he said.

“Before, the philosophy of the city
was ‘ If somebody wantsto put some-
thingin, they canpay forit,’” Pickman
said. “ Under thenew proposal, thecity
would pay for alot of thework.”

Hesaid that the cost of thematerials
andtimewill stay thesame, but thecity
would help pay for someof it.

“Wehopethat wewould makeupthe
costinsalestaxes, user fees, utility fees,
and increasing the tax base of the en-
tirecounty,” Pickman said.

Thecity commissionersagreedtolet
the staff work on the plan.

Quigg McCombs
department, worked at a computer at the store this morning with a co-

Five businesses win state award

Firms honored
for involvement

By Rachel Miscall

AL
SR

(left), an employee in Goodland Greenline’s parts worker. The business was one of five that won an award from the state

last week.

Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

“We' re competing with the people
downtheroad,” Commissioner Curtis
Hurd said. “With these costs, | can see
why people might want to go some-
whereelse.”

Pickman said someitemsintheutil-
ity budget would haveto beincreased
tocoverthecosts, butit shouldnotbea
problem.

“(Colby) paysfor it by not subsidiz-
ing their general fund from electric as

FiveGoodland businessesreceived
awards from the state last week for
working to improve the economy in
Kansas and the lives of peoplein
Sherman County.

Two of thebusinessesweresingled
out asmakingthelargest contributions
in northwest Kansas.

It was the most awards Goodland
hasrecelvedinthestate’' sannual Busi-

The Goodland Daily news

)

to receive a“regional achievement
award.”

Bankwest of Kansas, 924 Main,
won in service, and Goodland
Greenline, 1104 W. Hwy. 24, wonin
retail.

Only threebusinessesinthisregion
won achievement awards because
therewereno nominationsinthedis-
tribution category. Paul Wertenberger
Construction, Hays, woninmanufac-
turing.

The Goodland Area Chamber of
Commercenominated Greenlineand
Mueller. Pioneer Country Devel op-
mentinHill City, anon-profit organi-
zationthat helpssmall businessesfind

muchaswedo,” hesaid.“ Thenthey use
the money to handle construction.”

Commissioner Chuck L utterssaidhe
endorsed the plan because thereis no
incentive now for businesses to come
to town. The other commissioners
agreed.

“| think Goodland would benefit
from this more than it would lose,”
Hurd said.

“Thisis agood way to encourage
economic development,” Commis-
sioner Rick Billinger said. “Thisis

ness Appreciation Month program,
which began about seven years ago,
andthefirsttimebusinessesherehave
earned regional achievement honors.

The Kansas Department of Com-
merceand Housing gaveawardsto48
northwest Kansas businesses at are-
gional ceremony last Wednesday in
Stockton.

Therewill besix regional ceremo-
nies held across the state this month.
The program, started by Gov. Bill
Gravesand Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer, is

Chad Tuttle (right) an

d Mike Briney, Bankwest commercial lenders,

looked over paperwork this morning. Because of their efforts helping

secure loans for small businesses,

state last week.

oneof thedepartment’ sBusinessAp-
preciation Month activities.

Businesses are nominated by their
city’sChamber of Commerceor other
economicdevel opment organizations
and the awards are divided into four
categories: manufacturing, distribu-
tion, serviceand retail.

the bank won an award from the

Three Goodland businesses re-
ceived “merit recognition awards,”
including First National Bank, 202 E.
11th, and Mueller Grain, 17th and
Center, in service and Knott Just
Books, 1102 Main, inretail.

At the ceremony, one company in
each of thefour categorieswaspicked

money, nominated Bankwest and
First National,andtheFort HaysState
University Small Business Develop-
ment Center, which helps owners
manage their businesses, nominated
Knott Just Books.

Ron Harding, Chamber executive
director, saidthedepartment sendsout
alistof criteriabusinessesshouldmeet
including educatingtheir empl oyees,
beinginvolvedineconomicand com-

See AWARDS, Page 7

something we can do.”

Economic group meets with county, to hold public meeting

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Daily News

Members of the new Sherman County Eco-
nomic Devel opment board met with the county
commissioners Tuesday to present abudget, the
list of board membersand arequest for thecounty
to give money to the program.

The development group memberswill hold a
publicmeetingat 7 p.m.tonight at the ElksL odge
to present their recommendationsand plansand
get public opinion before aresolution for the
county isdrafted.

Board member John Garciatold the commis-
sionerstheagency wouldliketo operateunder the
county.

“Weareat acrossroads,” Garciasaid, “andwe
need to approach this on a positive aspect to fa-
cilitategrowth. Weall must beonthesame page,

and we want to thank the
Goodland Chamber board
membersfor their support of
our program.”

Garcia reported that the
city commission had ap-
provedgivingthenew group
$12,000 remaining in this
year’sbudget for economic

growth.

Weareat acrossroadsand
weneed to approach thison
apositiveaspect tofacilitate

New economic group member

Royal Reid, board chair-
manfor thegroup, saidthe
recommendation at are-
cent finance committee
meeting wasto allow any-
one who wantsto, to con-
tributetotheeconomicde-
velopment program, and
not toset any specificdues.

- John Garcia

development, and that they
would consider more money in next year’s bud-
get. The group asked thecity for $50,000.
Garciasaid the group was asking for $43,000
remaininginthe county budget for economic de-
velopment, and asked that commi ssioners put
$50,000in the next year’s budget.
Garciasaidthegroup’splanistoraise $20,000
through donations and memberships.

‘ ‘ Commissioner Chuck
Frankenfel d said hethought thegroupwasgetting
thingsin order, and hewasin favor of what they
weredoing.

Commissioner Mitch Tiedesaid hewasgladto
see the effort of the group and that it appeared
everybody wastrying to cooperate.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure, amember of the
group, said hewas pleased to seethe budget, and

would hope the group could get the resolution
drafted soon to allow the commissioners to ap-
point theeconomic devel opment board under the
county.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel said she had been
in contact with surrounding counties about how
they haveestablished economicdevel opment pro-
grams, and had provided copies of the informa-
tion to Kim Bohme, treasurer of the new group.

Bohmesaidthisinformationwasbeing usedto
help writetheresolution.

Thenext stepisto havetheeconomic devel op-
ment by-laws committee and County Attorney
Bonnie Selby meet to draft aresolution for the
commissionersto review and approve setting up
the details of the agency. The planisto havethe
resolution ready for the commissioners by their
next meeting on Friday, June 28.



