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Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

The Goodland Daily News Service Directory • 785-899-2338

Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work • Patios & Decks
 •  Garages & Etc.  •

•  Remodels & Additions  •

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s

Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs.
Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628
785-694-2687

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

115 E. 9th • Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500

Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor

Robert Jones owner/broker

“We do windows”

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Colby, Kansas

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES

Chris & Beth Lewon

Please call early to get your name
on the list for spring cleaning.

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson
785-899-3060 • Home: 785-899-9270

114 W. 12th • Goodland, KS

Wyrick & Dinkel, P.A.
ANDREA R. DEAN

- ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS AT LAW -

Real Estate • Divorce • Probate • Child Custory/Support
Trusts  •  Estate Planning  • Bankruptcy • Bus. Org.

Criminal Defense • General Litigation
~ SERVING NORTHWEST KANSAS ~

Call 1-888-811-FIRM
or stop by or one
of our 3 locations:

Goodland~899-7141
114 W. 12th

Sharon Springs
308 N. Main, 852-4095

Colby~462-9800
120 S. Franklin

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

Home: (785) 899-3974

www.shelterinsurance.com

Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair •  Auto Repair • Tire Service • Oil
Change • Small Engine, Lawn Mower, Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair •

Unlock Vehicles

Alex’s Radiator and Auto Repair

24 Hour Wrecker Service • Rollback Available
Tire Service

531 W. 17th • Goodland, KS

785-899-7554
After Hours Phone #’s

Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #
785-899-6916 Cell #

CLEAR  CHOICE, LLC

660 W. WALNUT   •   COLBY, KS 67701   •   FAX: 785-462-2782

The
FRAMING PLACE
Custom Matting & Framing

Just Arrived!!

M - F  10:00 - 4:00 or by appointment
Behind the house @ 404 Main 899-5528

• Prints by Robert Duncan
(family life in the country)

• 300 Moulding Samples

25% off

7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
walk-ins

Tues. & Thurs.-
Appointments until 5 p.m.

Saturdays:
8 a.m. To noon

Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl
785-899-6544

Mon., Wed., Fri.:

Sherman

www.goodlandnet.com/movies
1203 Main – Phone 899-6103

Tonight at 7:00 • Ends Thurs.

Starts Friday 7:00 & 9:00

SPIRIT (G)

SPIDERMAN (PG-13)

City gives $12,000 to new development group
By Doug Stephens

The Goodland Daily News
A new county economic develop-

ment group got $12,000 after it re-
ported its progress to the City Commis-
sion at a meeting Monday.

Harlan D. House, a Sherman County
farmer and board member of the group,
said a finance committee had been ap-
pointed which set a goal of raising
$170,000 for the year.

They are asking $50,000 from both
the city and county, House said, and
hope to raise $20,000 through dues and
contributions. They also want to use
the grant writer who was recently hired
to find money for city, county and
school board projects.

“We will need full cooperation from

businesses, individuals and corporate
entities,” House said.

The Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce executive board met with
the group last week, House said, and
gave its support. The Chamber said it
has $3,000 it can contribute, House
said, after it finishes a couple of devel-
opment projects it is already working
on.

“We’re all for that,” House said.
“We’ll take development any way we
can get it.”

City Commissioner Dean Blume
said the chamber’s economic develop-
ment committee has done a good job,
and needs the money. He holds a non-
voting advisory position with the
chamber.

“You don’t want to leave them any
money to work with?” he asked.

“We don’t want to take away from
anyone,” House said. “The chamber
wants to work with us.”

The group plans to organize under
Sherman County, House said, because
it is the quickest way to get started.

“There is an urgent need for eco-
nomic development in this county,”
House said. “We need to get on the
ball.”

Under the county, the group might be
able to raise property taxes to raise
money, but County Commissioner
Kevin Rasure, a member of the group,
said that might not be available for sev-
eral years.

“They need money now,” City Com-

missioner Curtis Hurd said, adding that
while he doesn’t mind the city helping
the group get started, he hopes it will
later be funded by the county. Hurd is
a member of the development group.

“In my mind, this is a county
project,” Hurd said, “because it affects
everyone in the county. You, me, ev-
erybody.”

Mayor Tom Rohr told House that if
the city gave the group $50,000, it
would have to come out of the general
fund, which would have to be made up
with an increase on property taxes.

“People will be in here jumping all
over us because we raised their taxes a
little bit,” Rohr said.

House said the new agency has to
explain to people that the money had

to come from somewhere, and tell
them how badly Goodland needs to
build up its economy. The group is
holding a public meeting at 7 p.m.
Thursday at the Elks Lodge, he said, to
tell people what is going on and answer
any questions.

“People want to know,” House said.
“People deserve to know.”

Commissioner Rick Billinger asked
if the city could afford to give away the
$12,000 left in the development ac-
count this year.

“Yes, we have it set aside in case you
wanted to do this,” City Manager Ron
Pickman said, adding that the city staff
is willing to do without a few things to
help economic development.

“The viewpoint is the city has the

same bills whether there are 3,000 or
5,000 people living in the city, and it is
a lot easier to pay them with more
people around.”

Blume said every time the chamber
came to the city to ask for money, there
was always a specific project for it and
Hurd said that he would like an ac-
counting of all the money the city gives
to the group.

“We intend to be cooperative,”
House said. “We will be transparent
under the county, with open meetings.”

Commissioner Chuck Lutters said
he was glad the new group would be
open to the public, because he felt that
the chamber is too selective.

Blume was the only commissioner
who did not vote to give the money.

City hears complaints about roof on old building it bought

munity development, working to ex-
pand the business and community
leadership.

Harding said he was excited that or-
ganizations outside Sherman County
recognized businesses here.

 The only other city that matched
Goodland’s number of awards was
Russell, he said, and no businesses
there won a regional award.

“We did really well,” he said.
Steve Hanson, who works for Pio-

neer Country, said Bankwest and First
National have worked with the organi-
zation to provide several new busi-
nesses with Small Business Adminis-
tration-guaranteed loans.

“They support their communities
very well,” he said, “and provide fund-
ing for businesses. We wanted to thank
them.”

Chad Tuttle is one of two commer-
cial lenders at Bankwest who work
with Pioneer Country.

He said they knew the bank had been
nominated but didn’t find out it won the
regional award until it was announced
at the ceremony.

“To tell you the truth,” he said, “we
thought it was a real big honor. We were

especially excited to see so many
people win from Goodland. That’s tre-
mendous.”

Ron Lucas, Goodland Greenline
owner, said almost every one of the
John Deere dealer’s 21 employees is a
member of a civic group or involved
some way in the community and the
business strives to help in anyway it
can. He said it means a lot that some-
one noticed.

“It’s kind of cool,” he said, “but we
don’t do it just for recognition. We do
it because we feel we have an obliga-
tion to be involved.”

Lucas said three employees are vol-
unteer firefighters and two are Boy
Scout leaders.

The employees refurbished and run
the swings ride at the county fair, the
business sponsors the annual Topside
Tipoff basketball tournament and par-
ticipates in school and technical col-
lege career programs.

Sheryl Davis, assistant director of
the Fort Hays business center, said the
center nominated Knott Just Books for
contributions the business has made to
the community.

“It’s a very nice way to recognize
business people who do a good job in
their business,” she said.

Goodland charges some people for
trash pickups even though they don’t
have any garbage, and they would like
to see that changed.

The city charges a “solid waste fee”
to any active utility account, City Man-
ager Ron Pickman said at a meeting
Monday, even if a building is empty.
The city has received two complaints,
one from a landlord and the other from
the home-owned carnival.

The landlord says he has an empty
house which doesn’t even have a
dumpster, Pickman said.

He keeps an active account so he can
have electricity to make repairs, and is
automatically charged for trash ser-
vice.

The home-owned carnival receives
no trash service from the city at all. It
is served by county dumpsters, but is
charged by the city for year-round ser-
vice.

“The city ought to look into help-
ing,” Commissioner Curtis Hurd said.

Commissioner Chuck Lutters said
that it would be hard on the city’s bill-
ing department to sort out the charges,
and that a change might create a loop-
hole, but the city ought to look into it.
Commissioner Rick Billinger agreed.

“We should not charge for trash if no
trash is being generated,” Billinger
said.

Commissioner Dean Blume said he
wasn’t sure the policy should be
changed.

“If we went through the whole city,
there are a lot of things which might be
injustices,” Blume said. “Somewhere
along the line, though, we have to find
a way to pay for all the services.”

Five Goodland businesses
win state economic awards

City to review trash fees
for accounts with none

A glass plaque the state gave five businesses in Goodland last week for
their work to improve the economy in Kansas and lives of people in
Sherman County.                           Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

The city has gotten complaints about
the condition of the old IGA building
it approved buying in March.

City Manager Ron Pickman gave a
copy of a letter from Jerry Nemechek,
city building official, to the commis-
sioners at a meeting Monday.
Nemechek said he had gotten com-
plaints from two people who own prop-
erty near the building. During a recent

windstorm, they said, pieces of the
roof, including insulation board and
rubber materials, had blown onto their
property.

“They feel the city should be re-
quired to make repairs to city buildings
if the city expects the same from the
general public,” Nemechek wrote.

The building, which used to house
Mosburg’s IGA, suffered fire damage

in 1999.
Nemechek said he told the property

owners he would pass along the infor-
mation to the city manager.

Pickman asked the commission if he
should start getting bids to tie down the
roof, repair it, or demolish the build-
ing. There is a question whether the
building is structurally sound.

The commissioners said they would

like to find out what kind of shape the
building is in before repairs are made.

“If it can’t be repaired, there is no use
repairing the roof,” Commissioner
Rick Billinger said.

“I’d like to get all the options before
we go to far,” Commissioner Chuck
Lutters said.

Pickman said he would arrange for
the commissioners to take a look at the

roof during a budget workshop at the
end of June or early July.

In other business, the commission:
• Approved beer licenses for

Goodland Sinclair Convenience Store
and Buffalo Inn Restaurant.

Buffalo Inn recently changed own-
ership.

• Approved a bid from B&H Paving
of Scott City for $136,684 for a street

sealing project.
• Learned the city had passed a safety

audit, and earned a gold certification.
“It means these guys are paying at-

tention and doing everything they are
supposed to,” said Lutters.

• Tabled making appointments to a
construction and demolition debris
committee because no one had volun-
teered for the job.

Classifieds
work!

899-2338


