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Massive fire stops short; town still in danger

WILDFIRE, from Page 1

townsjust west of Show Low.

The other 70 were in Heber-
Overgaard, 35 miles west of Show
Low
Show Low wasoverrun by the Satur-
day.

“Many homes up here have been
built board by board,” said 61-year-old
SueAldrete, whowasevacuated from

her Pinetop-L akeside home Saturday.

“Wedidn't just walk into asubdivi-
sion where ahome was already built.
Webuiltfrom scratch. It wasal abor of
love.”

Favorable weather, including
lighter, northeasterly wind at 10to 15
mph and lower-than-expected tem-
peratures, was expected to help
firefighterstoday.

Similar conditionson Sunday slow-

ed the advance of thefire.
Crewsfortified afirebreak that had
beenbulldozedjust west of towntotry
tocut off aneastwardroutefor thefire.
Firefighterspatrolledbehindtheline
and in Show Low itself, looking for
spot fires started by drifting embers.
Paxon said firefighters faced two
possibilities, depending on the wind:
“Oneisif thefire builds abig plume-
dominated head and awall of flame

roarsinto Show Low.

Theotheristhewindthrowsembers
into town and those dry fuelsignite.”

Show Low, population 7,700, was
mostly empty, but someevacueesheld
ontotheir optimism.

“1 think most of our businessesand
homes are going to be saved,” said
Show Low resident Mari Corella.

“You have to think that way other-
wiseyou’'ll beintrouble.”

The fire has overrun parts of the
evacuated townsof Linden, Pinedale,
Clay Springs and Heber-Overgaard.

Thelarger of thefiresthat cameto-
gether Sunday was thought to have
been started Tuesday by humanaction.

Although authorities didn’t know
whether it was an accident or arson.
The other was started Thursday by a
lost hiker signaling for help.

Some relief could come over the

next few days, said TomWordell, afire
analyst at the National Interagency
Fire Center.

“We'regoing to seevery hot condi-
tions, but thewindsshoul dtaper down.
It shouldn’t havethe potential to grow
aslargeasfast,” hesaid.

AcrosstheWest, 191argefireswere
burning on nearly 770,000 acresin
seven states today, according to the
National Interagency Fire Center.

Group looksfor newideas, gaining community support
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seek donationsto raise $20,000, then
hireafull-timeeconomicdevelopment
specialist and set up an office.

The group may ask the new grant
writer seek money from the state De-
partment of Commerceand Housingto
devel op a$250,000 revolving fund to
recruit new business.

Schyler Goodwin suggested the
group should consider creating aven-
ture capital and grant committee to
work withthegrant writer.Heal so sug-
gested the group have a mentoring
committeewhich could work withthe
multi-county enterprise facilitation
consortiumto hel pboth new and exist-
ing businesses.

Reid saidthegroup hasreceivedtwo

Terry Crowdy and Lisa
Stummeier, owners of Second
Chancerestaurant, told membersof
the new Economic Development
Committee last week that they are
having to close their restaurant be-
cause of problemswith their build-
ing.

“We like Goodland,” Stummeier
said at a public meeting at the Elks
Hall, “but we are having to shut

downbecauseof building repair costs.
“Wearenot heretoask for help, but
tolet thisgroup know that these prob-
lemsexist and hopeyou find away to
help peopleinthefuture.”
Garciasaid hewassorry to seethey
were leaving, and wished there had
been something that could be done.
“Thisisagood exampleof wherewe
need to find away to help,” hesaid.
“Maybe we need to develop acom-

Restaurant owners see need for better communication

mitteeto facilitate better communica-
tions between operators and land-
lords.”

Otherspresent suggestedthegroup’s
full-timedevel opment specialist could
handle some of these situations, and
possibly help find solutions which
would keep the city from losing an-
other business.

One suggestion was to have areal
estate committee which would go to

thosewho haveempty buildingsand
get aset pricefor theproperty which
would begoodfor uptoayeartoal-
low the full-time director to have
basic costs for any new business
looking for aplaceto open.
Thinking about the Second
Chancesituation, oneperson said it
wasthetypeof thingwhereyouneed
somebody to go into action, and
hoped the new director could doiit.

resumes, but that they were not really
ready to begin the hiring processuntil
the county resolution has been ap-

proved.
Steve West, of Western State Bank,
said he thought the group had moved

things forward in a short time getting
the city, county and Chamber to sup-
port the new program.

“We need to make Goodland a city
peoplewant to cometo and havethem
fight to open a business on Main

Street,” West said.

There was adiscussion of having a
county widetax topay for theprogram
and City Commissioner Curtis Hurd
spokein favor of thisidea.

Reid said the board and steering
committeefeltit wasbetter nottodoe
property tax levy at thistime, however.
Another suggestion was to have ¢
countywidesal estax of one-quarter of
1 percent to pay for it.

DavidDaniels, boardvicechair, said
it was a tremendous help to have the
city devel opingareal economicincen-
tive package, aimed at cutting the cost
of starting up abusiness here.

“Thisisreally taking stepsto attract
business,” he said.The group agree it
should meet quarterly, with the next
session with adirector .

Holders of peanut quotas plan to challenge new farm bill

ALBANY, Ga. (AP)—Alawyerfor
peanut farmers says he plans to fight
the new federal farm bill in court, ar-
guingthat thegovernmentisnot offer-
ing enough money to people whose
income depends on quotas abolished
by thebill.

Membersof the Peanut QuotaHol d-
ersA ssociationvoted overwhel mingly
earlier this month to support a class-
action suit challenging provisions of
thelaw, whichabolishedthequotasys-
tem.

Under the system, peanut farmers
could purchaseor rent licenses, known
asquotas, that guaranteed themamini-
mum pricefor peanuts, withthelicense
establishing the number of pounds of
peanutseligiblefor that price. Farmers
who did not have quotas had to settle
for far lower prices.

William S. Stone, anattorney for the
association, said the farm bill clearly

defines the peanut quotas as an asset,
andthe Constitution prohibitsthegov-
ernment from taking assets without
adequate compensation.

“Thequestionis, what’ sadequate?’
heasked. “ Can Congresstakeproperty
for public purposes, set an arbitrary
price and pay inadequate compensa-
tion?’

The government is offering 70,000
guota holders a rate of 55 cents per
pound over fiveyears at acost to tax-
payers of about $1.2 billion. Some
guota holders value the asset at be-
tween 75 centsand $1.10 per pound.

“The courtswill decide whether 55
centsisjust and adequate compensa
tion,” Stonesaid.

Signed into law by President Bush
last month, the legislation abolishesa
Depression-era quota system that
maintained |ofty pricesfor American
peanuts, recently morethan doublethe
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world market rate. Thequotasystemis
being replaced by abase system simi-
lar to that for cotton and several other
crops, in which federal support pay-
ments are calculated from a “ base”
amount of cropthat farmershavetypi-
cally produced.

But many quotaholdersarewidows
and retired farmers who have rented
their quotato younger growers. Such
rentals have had the blessings of agri-
cultural officialsfor years.

Therental feesprovided retirement
incomeand cashfor property taxes, but
sincethelandownersdidn’t grow pea-
nutsthemselves, they won't qualify for
abase. Inmany cases, thebasewill be
assigned to therenters.

Stone said he will meet with repre-
sentatives of the association in afew
daysto finalize plans for the lawsuit.
About 170 of the association’s 600
membersmet at theAlbany Civic Cen-

*Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we
give you a month of service free and free set-up ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
(four months free service).

™ nwkansas.com

L ocal Tech Support « Same-Day Connection* < Friendly Peopleto Help
TheGoodland Daily News « 1205 Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735« 785 899-2338

ter onJune 11 and agreed to challenge
the law.

“My husbandand| worked 57 years
for that — not to haveit taken away,”
said Bonnie Tabb, awidow who hasa
1,650-acre farm near Newton. “We
bought the land, cleaned it up and put
in all those irrigation systems and
wells.Westayedindebt all thoseyears.
| paid off thelast irrigation systemfour
years after my husband’s death in
1990. Now, I’ m faced with nothing.”

Under theold system, quotahol ders
were guaranteed $610 per ton for pea-
nutsproduced for domestic consump-
tion. Some farmers did not have quo-
tas. If they wanted to grow the pre-
mium priced nuts, they hadto rent quo-
tas.

Without holding a quota, farmers
could grow peanutsfor export or oil at
aguaranteed priceof only $132 perton.

Coffee County farmer Ronald
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Merritt, 59, said he stopped growing
peanuts four years ago because of a
heart attack and could lose his quota
because he rented hisland.

“It'sgoing to be disastrous ... to all
the landowners who pay taxes,” he
said. “They’re not going to have any
money to pay their taxes.”

Organic is alternative for farmers

DESMOINES, lowa(AP)—Farm-
ers who want to avoid chipping into
programsthat promotecropsand meat
haveaway out: organic.

The new farm bill exempts organic
farmersfrom paying mandatory fees,
or checkoffs, aslongasthey don’'t grow
conventional commodities.

The checkoff programs are known
for having some of the best-known
advertising slogans, such as “Got
Milk?,” and “Pork. The Other White
Meat.”

Theexemptionisavictory forfarm-
ers, organic food trade official s say.

“Thisisamajor victory for organic

someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business.

Use it for school. Use

it for pleasure. Use it just to find out

what’s out there. Pick a topic and search

farmers, who felt disenfranchised be-
cause dollars they pay into such pro-
grams are not used to promote their
products,” said Katherine DiMatteo,
of the Organic Trade Association.

Generally, organicfarmersdon’t use
conventional pesticidesandfertilizers.
Although they’re a small expense,
checkoff programs have been aniirri-
tant for producers.
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