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A Moment in Time Studio
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Don't play
with fire.

Officialssay be extra cafeful thisFourth

X

A major news item for the past several
monthshasbeenthedrought inwestern Kan-
sasand portionsof Wyoming, Colorado, Ne-
braska, Montanaand New Mexico. Thetre-
mendous forest fire south and west of Den-
ver has emphasized the potential danger of
fireworsened by drought conditions.

This July 4th will be the first celebration
of Independence Day since 9/11. It isonly
natural that our citizenswanttomakethisthe
best celebration ever!

Unfortunately, the traditional way we
chooseto cel ebratethisspecia day isthrough
fireworks.

We can expect that the public displays
throughout the state and nation will be spec-
tacular.

We can al so expect that many familiesand

GaleHaag

individualswill chooseto mark the event by
firing off agreater amount of their own fire-
works.

The extent of the drought in much of the
country’sheartland wasprobably not consid-
ered by our nation’s founders but certainly
should be considered by the sponsorsof pub-
licand privatedisplaysof fireworks. How are
responsiblegovernment officialsandfireser-
viceorganizationsexpectedtorespondtothis
traditional celebration of national pridein a
time of extreme drought?

Fire service professionals will undertake
major effortstoward publiceducationprior to
IndependenceDay festivities. Therewill also
beeffortsto placefireserviceand other emer-
gency servicesonhighalertduringtheperiod
which fireworks can be sold in the state.
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A messagefrom
StateFireMar shal

Local governments are not required to
place atotal ban on the sale or use of fire-
works but they certainly should consider
suchmeasuresinview of thedrought condi-
tionsintheir respective municipalities.

They should a so consider theeffect such
measures might have on those merchants
who most likely already have significant
inventoriesof fireworksonhandfor thecel-
ebration.

| urge government officials, fire service
professionals, and my fellow citizenstore-
member thetragedy of September 11, 2001,
and on July 4thto celebratethe fact that our
country remains strong and united. | also
urge that every effort be made to avoid de-
tracting fromthisgreat holiday by the care-
lessuse of fireworks.

Tipsfor usngfirenorkssafdy

vV Always purchase high
quality fireworksfromare-
liablelegitimate sour ce.

V Never give fireworksto
small children.

vV Adultsshould alwayssu-
pervise use of fireworks by
older children.

V Always wear eye protec-
tionwhenlightingfireworks.

Vv Igniteonly outdoorsand
makesurethear eaissafefor
theuseof fireworks.

vV Alcohol and fireworksdo
not mix. Havea*“ designated
shooter.”

VAlwaysread and follow la-
bel instructions.

V' Never point or throw fire-
worksat aperson or animal.

v Have a sour ce of water
handy, in caseof fire.

vV Never shoot fireworksin
metal or glasscontainers.

VLightonly onefirework at
atime.

V Never attempt to re-light
malfunctioning fireworks.

vV When lighting fireworks,
never position any part of
your body over them.

V Never carry fireworksin
your pocket.

V Storefireworksin acool,
dry place.

vV Never experiment with
homemade fireworks. They
aredangerousaswell asille-
gal.

V Bottlerockets and other
skyrocketsthat aremounted
onastick or wireareillegal.

V Itisillegal to shoot fire-
wor kson or under avehicle,
on any public roadway,
within 50 ft. of a firework
stand, or anywhereliquidgas
isstored.
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FOAD
MERCURY

“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24 - 1-70 Business Loop « GoobLanp, KS 67735
(Toll Free)—800-636-8770
(Business)—785-899-2316

(Fax)—785-899-2317

FEEDERS

6845 Rd. 17 - Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-6515

r )
aAlcLa 4
Home Furnishings & Appliance
1114 Main

Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-5123

b |

Your Ad

Could Be Here!
Call Judy or Eric
at 899-2338

Goodland Daily News

1005 MAIN
GOODLAND, KAN.
(785) 899-6100

The

(300

dland Daily News

1205 Main
Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-2338



